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MOSCOW: Russian internet giant Yandex yester-
day launched its first ever smartphone, ending sev-
eral weeks of suspense for tech fans over the high-
ly anticipated launch. The company behind the
most widely used search engine in Russia and the
ex-Soviet region has recently diversified to defend
its market share against Google, creating popular
phone apps to order taxis and takeaway food.

The new smartphone, called Yandex.Phone, will
go on sale today in Russia and also online. It will
cost 17,990 rubles and will work with the Android
system.  While the design was created by Yandex,
the phone is made in China. Yandex’s various apps
for payment, music, maps, taxi and food are pre-
installed on the phone, which will also use a smart
speaker called Alice (Alisa in Russian), which is
similar to Amazon’s Alexa.

“We built Yandex.Phone to offer Russian users a
smartphone that is equipped with all the localized
tools that help users better navigate their daily
routines,” Yandex official Fyodor Yezhov was
quoted as saying in a press release. “Within the
smartphone, the Yandex apps are presented in the

form of an ecosystem with Alice at its centre. It’s
not necessary to open individual apps to solve a
task-just ask Alice.”

The phone signals a major new phase in
Yandex’s development and is designed to rival
giants like Apple, Samsung and Huawei. Yandex
started in the 1990s as a search engine similar to
Google but has since expanded into every corner
of the Russian internet with apps that Russians use
every day. The smartphone’s launch comes after
the company last month disappointed tech enthusi-
asts by summoning journalists to what turned out
to be a presentation not of the smartphone but of
its smart speaker.

The Yandex smartphone is not the first to be
developed by a Russian company.  In 2013 the
YotaPhone, designed in Russia but also made in
China, was launched with the gimmick of having
screens on both sides. However it failed to set the
market alight. This time the company behind the
smartphone has much more clout. It is listed on the
New York Stock Exchange and is renowned for its
creative flair.—AFP

Yandex to have its own smart speaker ‘Alice’
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MOSCOW: A view of a Yandex.Phone during a presentation in Moscow. —AFP

Kuwaiti doctor
receives gold 
medal for best 
scientific research 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti doctor from Urology Department at
Farwaniya hospital Dr Abdallah Al-Enezi received a
gold medal for best scientific research in the field of
Urology during the 15th Urology Conference of the
Arab Urology Association which was held recently in
Dubai. He received this honor for narrowing of the ure-
thra, its causes and treatment in Kuwait. Many surgeons
participated from Arab and European countries.

Head of Urology Department at Farwaniya hospital
Dr Faisal Al-Hajiri congratulated Dr Al-Enezi for his
achievement and urged Kuwaiti youth to get more
involved in research, adding that 16 papers were pre-
sented at the Dubai Conference by the Kuwait Board.
Al-Enezi expressed his happiness by calling it his
greatest achievement stating that the success rate of
widening urethra by a laparoscope in 60 percent and
they are working on improving it. He concluded that the
award is a culmination of hard work put in by a group
of urologists and their outstanding work in the field.

‘Cheating’ gorillas 
show clever 
puzzle-solving
BRISTOL: Gorillas at a zoo in England have
demonstrated a distinctly human trait while
attempting to solve a new puzzle game - cheat-
ing. The gorillas were presented with a wall-
mounted device where the aim is to guide a
peanut through a series of obstacles by poking
a stick through various holes to move it along.
Eventually the peanut reaches the bottom of the
device and drops out. Some gorillas, however,
figured out an easier way to retrieve the nut.

“We’ve seen a lot of cheating behavior
where they’ve been putting their lips up against
the device and sucking the nut out which was
not how we intended the device to be used. But
it just shows you that they’re very flexible,
they’re capable of creating new solving strate-
gies to access the food,” Dr Fay Clark from
Bristol Zoo Gardens said. “They have some fas-
cinating problem-solving abilities that have
probably not been witnessed before,” she
added. Since first being introduced to the pro-
totype device earlier this year, the scientists say

the game has proved a hit with the troop of
endangered western lowland gorillas, who reg-
ularly returned to play with the game even
when there were no more nuts to win. The
‘Gorilla Game Lab’ project from the University
of Bristol and Bristol Zoological Society devel-
oped the game to encourage the gorillas’ cogni-
tive and puzzle-solving abilities. 

The prototype device had to be strong
enough to withstand a frustrated gorilla, which
can be seven times stronger than humans. It
also had to be engaging enough to keep them
coming back for more. “With each of the mod-
ules in the game, they’re removable so we can
take the modules out, re-designed them and
put in an additional module or change the
actual structure. So it  creates an endless
stream of new and novel puzzles for them to
solve,” said engineer Dr Stuart Gray of the
University of Bristol.

While the main aim of the project is to create
a “positive psychological state of pleasure and
satisfaction in the gorillas”, the researchers are
already setting their sights on more advanced
models that would help zookeepers better
understand both the mental and physical condi-
tion of the animal. “Things like eyesight, hear-
ing, other cognitive functions - all of these
could be measurable further on down the line,”
added Gray. —Reuters


