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iall Horan is busy writing new material. The
‘Slow Hands’ hitmaker took to Twitter recently
to let his 39.3 million followers know he’s hard
at work making new songs for his follow-up to

his debut solo album ‘Flicker’. He wrote: “Exciting week
ahead of writing ! (sic)” The One Direction star recently
admitted he feels like the “Benjamin Button’ of pop as his
career is going in reverse. The 25-year-old singer con-
quered the charts all over the world playing stadiums and
arenas in all the major cities with the boyband - who are
on an extended hiatus. Since going solo, Niall has had to
start again with a new style of music but he has enjoyed

“going from arenas to smaller gigs” in a similar way to the
literally character who ages in reverse. He said: “It’s
Benjamin Button - going from arenas to smaller gigs. I’ve
got to play these places we never got to play in the band,
people will have this thing where it’s like, you know ... we
don’t all have to be as big as Ed [Sheeran].  “It’s great to
be like, on our level here, and still have these moments
where you enjoy a theatre, personally I’ve been lucky
enough to do the stadiums and it’s amazing, but we went
straight from ‘The X Factor’ to arenas, missed out a little
bit.” The ‘On the Loose’ singer confessed that he found it
“different” while touring ‘Flicker’ but ultimately enjoyed

the opportunity to make the event “more about the gig
than a show”.  He said: “At the start it was very different,
like, smaller crew. Smaller venue. But then when you break
it down, I was lucky enough in the past to do the large
shows with the lights and the fireworks and the stadium
audiences. And this has just been nice to make it more
about the gig than a show.  “I made an album that I’ve
written completely myself, and worked hard on it. We
spend eight or nine months recording something like that,
and then releasing it, and then getting on the road.”
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atty Healy admits people his own age may find
it “quite difficult” to get into the new The 1975
album. The 29-year-old frontman accepts that
some people find him “annoying at first” and

that it can impact on their opinion of the band’s music, and
he thinks that’s even more so the case with their two most
recent records, ‘A Brief Inquiry Into Online Relationships’
and 2016’s ‘I Like It When You Sleep, for You Are So
Beautiful yet So Unaware of It’. He told Radio X: “Kids are
very smart. People are smart. There’s so many young
women who are into our band and I have learned so much
from them. “And there is quite a tight door policy on our
band.  “It can be quite difficult to get into us, especially on
our last two records. If you were someone like my age,
because you have to like me and that takes time. “I’m
annoying at the start, because there’s so much.  “So ... you
have to let that happen and then you have to go ‘actually, I
get this.’ But we’ll get there.” The ‘Give Yourself A Try’
singer says The 1975 would be a punk band if it was pos-
sible. He explained: “I like subversion of form. The same
reason why I love being played on the radio next to Ariana
Grande, but my lyrics being the way they are is because I
could do that in punk music. “We could have been a punk
band.  “We could have been one of these bands, but I
wanna actually be punk, but you can’t actually be punk in
punk anymore. I wanna be punk. “The only place to be
punk is where there’s no punk...”
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essie J joked that she can’t wait
to hang up her “gold catsuit”
after her current tour ends. The
30-year-old star is looking for-

ward to some downtime after she wraps
her current run in support of her latest LP,
‘R.O.S.E.’, at Cologne Palladium in
Germany, yesterday. The singer - who is
dating Channing Tatum - admitted she
can’t wait to get back to normality and be
able to speak for long periods without
fearing she will lose her voice. She
quipped: “I never want to wear a gold cat-
suit ever again. [Laughs] Honestly, I’m just
looking forward to not setting my alarm
and eating three meals a day of whatever I
want because I can do it in my kitchen.
And just being with friends and family and
being able to talk for as long as I want
without being terrified I’m going to lose
my voice.” However, Jessie won’t be away
for too long, as she revealed she plans to
hit the studio to work on her next record in
the new year, which she teased will see her
“challenge” anything she’s ever done

before. Asked if it was “too soon” to talk
about a follow-up to ‘R.O.S.E.’ yet, the
‘Price Tag’ hitmaker replied: “Oh no. I want
to get straight back into the studio at the
top end of next year.” Jessie - who
revealed at a recent concert that she was
told four years ago she’d be unable to con-
ceive a child - also opened up about push-
ing herself “emotionally” and “musically”.
She told Billboard.com: “I’ve pushed cer-
tain places in myself emotionally and musi-
cally and with my fanbase too.  “My fan-
base showed up for me this year; there was
a lot of momentum.  “It was like training for
the Olympics musically. I don’t want to say
specifically what my next album will be.
“But I definitely want to make something
that will be a challenge to [what I’ve
already done] in my career. Who knows if I
can do it? However, that’s the challenge I’m
giving myself. But if it’s the same melody
with different lyrics, don’t tell anyone.
[Laughs].”
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auren Jauregui believes Little Mix leaving Syco
Records will be “good” for the band. The Fifth
Harmony star and her bandmates were signed
to Simon Cowell’s label and Epic in a joint deal

after coming third on the The 2012 series of ‘X Factor’ in
the US, and, after going solo and inking a deal with
Columbia Records herself, she knows just how the ‘Shout
Out To My Ex’ hitmakers will be feeling. Speaking to the
Daily Star newspaper, she said: “I love Little Mix they are
dope and they are killing it over here. “Change can be a
good thing, I am on a different label now too, in the UK so
it’s natural.” The 22-year-old star says that she is forever
grateful to music mogul Simon and will always see him as a
huge part of her journey. She said: “He’s definitely a huge
part of my personal story and a huge part of a lot of peo-
ple’s story. “I’m grateful forever for the opportunity
because he’s also the reason why I even auditioned for
‘The X Factor’ to begin with.” As for her own music,
Lauren says she is really into using her vocals as an
“instrument” accompanied with guitar and “strong lyrics”.
On her solo material, the ‘Expectations’ singer said: “It’s
the beginning of a vibe. “I’ve been exploring my sound.  “I
gravitate towards the guitar and strong lyrics.  “I’m using
my voice as an instrument.” Lauren is loving that there are
so many strong female artists with something to say com-
ing through. She said: “All these bad-ass women are hav-
ing conversations.  “I love hearing everyone’s story and
doing their own thing. “I love watching women win.”
Lauren previously defended Little Mix after they stripped
bare for the promo for their single ‘Strip’. The girl group -
comprised of Jade Thirlwall, Perrie Edwards, Leigh-Anne
Pinnock, and Jesy Nelson - released the music video for

the song last month, which features the four bandmates
naked but covered in insults written across their bodies.
And after they received backlash on Twitter for their deci-
sion to show their skin, fellow singer Lauren hit back at
critics, claiming their clothing choices don’t make them any
“less empowered”. One critic wrote: “‘Little Mix strip
naked and are scrawled with insults.’ Yet again, young
women pretend that going naked empowers them. It does-
n’t. It’s just another cheap way to sell themselves. But I
suppose it makes a nice change from this group dressing
like hookers.” To which she replied: “If your intention is
the empowerment of women, how about you don’t add
yourself to the list of misogynists who deem what is
appropriate enough to be ‘respectable’. All forms deserve
respect. They are no less empowered because of their
clothing choices. Don’t be salty they look [hot]. (sic)”
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Emma Stone’s
Cruella to feature
‘an 80s punk vibe’ 

mma Stone’s Cruella De Vil movie is
reportedly set to feature an 80s punk
vibe. The 30-year-old actress is set to
play the central role in the live-action

take on the ‘101 Dalmatians’ villainess, and the
upcoming movie will be made with a very distinc-
tive feel in mind. Craig Gillespie - who helmed ‘I,
Tonya’ in 2017 - is in early talks to direct ‘Cruella’,
according to The Hollywood Reporter. Alex
Timbers was initially set to direct the project, but
he’s been forced to walk away from the movie due
to scheduling issues. ‘Cruella’ - which centers on
the character first seen in the 1961 animated classic
‘101 Dalmatians’ - is being produced by Andrew
Gunn, Marc Platt and Kristin Burr. Meanwhile,
Emma recently said her “organs shifted” after
wearing a corset for a month while shooting ‘The
Favorite’. The Hollywood star had to wear the
restrictive piece of clothing for her role in the his-
torical movie, and Emma said she has a newfound
sympathy for the women of the past who had to
wear corsets every day, as she was left unable to
breathe after just 30 days. Emma said: “Women
existed like that for such a long time, which gives
you a lot of sympathy for that time period and what
they were going through.  “For the first month, I
couldn’t breathe and I would smell menthol and it
would make me think I was in a wide-open space
and could breathe for a moment in time. “After a
month, all my organs shifted - it was gross and if
you don’t have to, don’t do it!”
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-Men’ and ‘Deadpool’ will soon
be seen in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, according to directing
duo Joe and Anthony Russo. The

brothers - who helmed ‘Avengers: Infinity
War’ - are confident that some of the
biggest movies and stories in the superhero
universe will soon overlap. Speaking about
the possibility, Joe told Deadline: “I’m sure
of it. The acquisition of Fox is showing us
where the future of the business is going to
go.” The cross-pollination of different
movie franchises and characters is seen as
one of the key features of the Disney-Fox
merger. Anthony also revealed that Disney
- which is known for its happily-ever-after
approach to filmmaking - didn’t attempt to
block their efforts to develop unconven-

tional storylines during the making of
‘Infinity War’. He shared: “The only way to
drive a conversation is to surprise people.
If you’re constantly adhering to convention,
you’re not going to surprise people.”
Despite this, Joe feels that the movie indus-
try stands on the cusp of a significant
change, suggesting that the length of films
could well become significantly shorter
over the coming years. The director - who
also helmed ‘Captain America: Civil War’
alongside his brother - explained: “The
two-hour film has had a great run over 100
years. “But it’s become very difficult to
work in ... I’m not sure that the generation
that’s coming up will see the two-hour film
as the dominant form of storytelling.”
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argot Robbie thinks the title of
‘Birds of Prey (And the
Fantabulous Emancipation of
One Harley Quinn)’ reflects the

movie’s playful tone.  The 28-year-old
actress has reprised the role of Harley for
the upcoming superhero movie, and Margot
has now revealed the reason behind the
film’s unusually lengthy title.  She shared:
“It’s not gonna be ... it’s not a very serious
movie, so we thought the title should reflect
that. ‘Birds of Prey’ makes it sound very
serious, and then that, you know, that’s kin-
da like Harley adding her, like, ‘Hey, I’m in
this too.’”  Margot revealed the title was
inspired by her love of the comedy film ‘The
Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out
of the Window and Disappeared’, which is
based on a comic novel by Jonas Jonasson.
The actress told ‘The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon’: “I love a long title.  “Actually, I
said that when we were thinking of the title.
I said ‘You know what? You know what’s a
great title? Did you ever see ‘The 100-
Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out the
Window and Disappeared?” Long title, but
I love it. It’s a great movie, as well. You
should watch it.”  Meanwhile, Margot
recently admitted she felt “embarrassed
shooting her most raunchy scene in ‘The
Wolf of Wall Street’.  The Australian actress
rose to worldwide attention on the back of

her starring role in the Martin Scorsese-
directed drama, but Margot confessed to
feeling “very weird” during the scene in
which she had to seduce her on-screen hus-
band, played by Leonardo DiCaprio.  She
said: “It doesn’t come across when you’re
watching the movie, but in reality we’re in a
tiny bedroom with 30 crew crammed in. All
men.  “For 17 hours I’m pretending to be
touching myself. It’s just a very weird thing
and you have to bury the embarrassment
and the absurdity, really deep, and fully
commit.”— Bang Showbiz
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