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Since Bush’s death, Trump has traded his usual
provocative posture for one of respect and solemnity,
tweeting before heading to the cathedral about “a day
of celebration for a great man”. But while the service
allowed Washington to hit pause on the toxic rhetoric
that has engulfed the country’s politics, Trump and his
Democratic predecessors appeared locked in an
uneasy truce as it got underway.

Trump arrived and promptly shook hands with
Obama and former first lady Michelle Obama. But his
greetings stopped there, as he failed to acknowledge
Hillary Clinton, his defeated Democratic rival in 2016.
Clinton sat stone faced, looking straight ahead, and
the pair did not make eye contact. Other dignitaries in
the cathedral included Britain’s Prince Charles,
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, former Polish
president Lech Walesa, former vice presidents Dan
Quayle, Dick Cheney, Al Gore and Joe Biden, and for-
mer secretaries of state James Baker, Colin Powell and
Condoleezza Rice.

Yesterday was a day of precision, patriotic ritual,
and ceremony. George W. Bush and wife Laura stood
stoically outside the US Capitol as an honor guard
carried his father’s flag-draped casket to the hearse.
In a show of respect, Pennsylvania Avenue was lined
with well-wishers as the cortege proceeded toward
the Neo-Gothic cathedral in the first presidential
funeral since Gerald Ford died in late 2006.

Earlier, tens of thousands of Americans had quietly
filed in to the Capitol to pay their respects to a man
who steered the nation through turbulent times

including the end of the Cold War - and in a style dra-
matically different to the combative current president.
Trump’s ascendancy to the head of the Republican
Party saw him exchange vitriolic attacks with the
Bushes, notably slamming the presidential son’s 2003
invasion of Iraq as “one of the worst decisions in the
history of our country”. But he has taken pains to
demonstrate unity since Bush’s death, and made a
low-key visit to the Capitol late Monday with First
Lady Melania Trump to salute Bush’s casket. 

Trump declared yesterday a national day of
mourning. Many federal offices are closed along with
Wall Street stock markets. Congress also suspended
votes - even in the midst of a looming potential shut-
down that requires congressional action before mid-
night Friday. Bush was a decorated World War II avi-
ator who nearly lost his life when he was shot down
on a bombing mission. He served as a congressman,
envoy to China and ambassador to the United
Nations, director of the Central Intelligence Agency,
and vice president to Ronald Reagan before winning
the White House.

At a time of extraordinary and deep political fis-
sures, Bush was looked to this week as a gracious ser-
vant of country who aimed to bridge the political
divide. Bush “was America’s last great soldier states-
man,” presidential historian Jon Meacham told the
guests. “His life creed, as he said, was tell the truth,
don’t blame people, be strong, try hard, don’t forget,
stay the course.”

After the Washington service, Bush’s casket was
to be flown back to Houston. The former head of
state will lie in repose at St Martin’s Episcopal
Church, where the Bushes worshipped for decades,
until  today’s funeral. He will  be interred at the
George HW Bush Presidential Library Center in
College Station, Texas, next to his wife, who died in
Apri l , and their  daughter  Robin who died of
leukemia at age three. — Agencies 
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Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani also
received a written invitation from King Salman to attend
the Gulf summit in Riyadh, the Qatar News Agency said
on Tuesday. Qatar is locked in a bitter dispute with Saudi
Arabia that has fractured the six-nation GCC. Doha has
not said what level of representation it will send to the
gathering of heads of state seen by analysts as unlikely
to bring a diplomatic breakthrough.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
non-GCC member Egypt have imposed diplomatic, trade
and transport sanctions on Qatar since June 2017, accus-
ing it of supporting terrorism. Doha denies the charge. At
last year’s GCC summit, held in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and Bahrain sent ministers or deputy prime minis-
ters, rather than heads of state.

The invite from the Saudi king comes a day after
Qatar abruptly announced it was quitting OPEC after 57
years to focus on gas in an apparent swipe at the oil-
producing bloc’s de facto leader Saudi Arabia. Doha’s
exit from OPEC has deepened the sense among diplo-
mats and analysts that any prospect for a near-term res-
olution to the Gulf row was unlikely to come at the sum-
mit in Riyadh. “I’m sure this summit will not bring any
change,” said Mahjoob Zweiri, director of the Gulf
Studies Center at Qatar University.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE have repeatedly said that
the dispute was not a high priority for them, and Qatar’s
foreign minister said last month he saw no thaw. At an
Arab League summit in Riyadh in April, Qatar did not
send a senior official and its delegation was headed
instead by its permanent representative to the Arab
League. The row has defied mediation efforts by
Kuwait and the United States which sees Gulf unity as
essential to efforts to contain Iran. The GCC was
founded in 1980 as a bulwark against bigger neighbors
Iran and Iraq, but the protracted row has undermined
its role in regional affairs. — Agencies 
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A spokeswoman for the Dubai government said:
“UAE judicial authorities are awaiting a final judg-
ment from Kuwaiti courts on the funds frozen in
Dubai to transfer them back to Kuwait based on
international standard laws and procedures.” The
office of Kuwait’s prime minister did not respond to a
request for comment on Kuwait’s demands and on the

content of the letter sent in September. Kuwait had
followed up that letter a month later with a renewed
request from the attorney general to his counterpart
in Dubai, which detailed how the funds should be dis-
tributed to the Kuwaiti government entities, as
reported by Reuters last month.

The money was frozen at the behest of the UAE cen-
tral bank in Nov 2017 to determine if the funds sent
from a bank in the Philippines to an account of Port
Link, which manages Port Fund, constituted money
laundering. US-based law firm Crowell and Moring,
which represents Port Fund, told Reuters the money
was a legitimate payment after Port Fund sold its
investments in the Philippines. — Reuters 
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notifying his house, his office and by phone, but he
did not come without stating any reason. Muwaizri did
not issue any statement to explain his position, but it
appears that he is unlikely to attend the meeting
because he objects to the principle of referring the
grilling to the panel.

Abul said the committee decided to renew its invita-
tion to Muwaizri for next Monday and it plans today to
hear the opinions of constitutional experts as well as
the government’s viewpoint represented by the justice
minister. He said that if Muwaizri attends next Monday’s
session, the committee will be able to prepare its report
in time for the Assembly’s regular session on Tuesday.
Lawmakers opposed to referring the grilling to the
committee insist that the action amounts to amending
the constitution because the government can use this
tool to prevent grillings.

Head of the Assembly’s priority issues committee
MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl said yesterday that the govern-
ment has submitted nine issues to be accorded priority
and that none of them call for raising charges or impos-
ing taxes except a bill stipulating to impose excise duty
on tobacco and energy drinks. MP Riyadh Al-Adasani
warned yesterday that if the health ministry imposes
any form of charges for medical services at Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital, designated to treat Kuwaitis
only, he will file to grill the concerned minister. He said
that medical services at the hospital must continue to
be provided free of charge.

MP Abdullah Fahhad said in a series of questions to
the justice minister that a stateless man or bedoon was
detained for 25 days on accusations that he was a
member of the Islamic State (Daesh) group and that he
plotted to assassinate the director of the central agency
for bedoons. After the man was later released without
bail, the lawmaker asked about what charges he was
detained on, who filed the complaint against him and
whether it was the bedoons agency. He also asked if the
man’s release meant that the accusation was false and
inquired if it was a plot and by whom. Fahhad sent simi-
lar questions to the interior minister.

Muwaizri shuns 
panel meeting...

PARIS: In a medical first, a mother who received a
uterus transplant from a dead donor gave birth to a
healthy baby, researchers reported yesterday. The
breakthrough operation, performed in Sept 2016 in Sao
Paulo, Brazil, shows that such transplants are feasible
and could help thousands of women unable to have
children due to uterine problems, according to a study
published in The Lancet. The baby girl was born in Dec
2017, the medical journal added.

Until recently, the only options available to women
with so-called uterine infertility were adoption or the
services of a surrogate mother. The first successful
childbirth following uterine transplant from a living
donor took place in 2014 in Sweden, and there have
been 10 others since then. But there are far more women
in need of transplants than there are potential live
donors, so doctors wanted to find out if the procedure
could work using the uterus of a woman who had died.

Ten attempts were made - in the United States, the
Czech Republic, and Turkey - before the success
reported yesterday. Infertility affects 10 to 15 percent
of couples. Of this group, one in 500 women have
problems with their uterus - due, for example, to a
malformation, hysterectomy, or infection - that pre-
vent them from becoming pregnant and carrying a
child to term. “Our results provide a proof-of-con-
cept for a new option for women with uterine infertil-
ity,” said Dani Ejzenberg, a doctor at the teaching
hospital of the University of Sao Paulo. He described
the procedure as a “medical milestone”. 

“The number of people willing and committed to
donate organs upon their own death are far larger
than those of live donors, offering a much wider
potential donor population,” he said in a statement.
The 32-year-old recipient was born without a uterus
as a result of a rare syndrome. Four months before the

transplant, she had in-vitro fertilization resulting in
eight fertilized eggs, which were preserved through
freezing. The donor was a 45-year-old woman who
died from a stroke. Her uterus was removed and trans-
planted in surgery that lasted more than 10 hours. 

The surgical team had to connect the donor’s
uterus with the veins, arteries, ligaments, and vaginal
canal of the recipient. To prevent her body from
rejecting the new organ, the woman was given five
different drugs, along with antimicrobials, anti-blood
clotting treatments, and aspirin. After five months,
the uterus showed no sign of rejection, ultrasound
scans were normal, and the woman was menstruating
regularly.

The fertilized eggs were implanted after seven
months. Ten days later, doctors delivered the good
news: she was pregnant. Besides a minor kidney infec-
tion - treated with antibiotics - during the 32nd week,

the pregnancy was normal. After nearly 36 weeks a
baby girl weighing 2.5 kg was delivered via caesarean
section. Mother and baby left the hospital three days
later. The transplanted uterus was removed during the
C-section, allowing the woman to stop taking the
immunosuppressive drugs.

At age seven months and 12 days - when the man-
uscript reporting the findings was submitted for pub-
lication - the baby was breastfeeding and weighed
7.2 kg. “We must congratulate the authors,” com-
mented Dr Srdjan Saso, an honorary clinical lecturer
in obstetrics and gynaecology at Imperial College
London, describing the findings as “extremely excit-
ing”. Richard Kennedy, president of the International
Federation of Fertility Societies, also welcomed the
announcement but sounded a note of caution.
“Uterine transplant is a novel technique and should
be regarded as experimental,” he said. —  AFP 

First baby delivered via uterus 
transplanted from dead donor

LONDON: British man convicted in the United Arab
Emirates for spying said yesterday he was psycho-
logically tortured and that his captors asked him to
turn double agent against the British government.
Matthew Hedges, a university researcher, was
detained at Dubai airport on May 5, held in solitary
confinement for months and sentenced to life in
prison on Nov 21 before being pardoned by UAE
authorities five days later.

In his first broadcast interview since returning last
week, Hedges was asked on BBC radio’s Today pro-
gram whether he had been tortured and replied:
“Psychologically, correct, yes.” Hedges described
being put in ankle cuffs whenever he left his cell to go
to the bathroom and said he was “blindfolded and
handcuffed” when being moved to different premises.

One day when he repeated his denials that he was not
spying for the British government, he said his inter-
rogators forced him to stand up for an entire day
wearing ankle cuffs.

“It’s mentally exhausting. Physically, the adrenaline
takes over. It’s how it made you feel mentally,” he
said. Hedges said he suffered depression and anxiety
and was given “a cocktail of medication” by his cap-
tors. “I asked for the medication to be increased,” he
said. When his interrogators increased the psycho-
logical pressure, he said he confessed to being an
MI6 agent. “At that point, I had no other option,” he
said. He said he told his interrogators he was a “cap-
tain” in MI6 - a rank that does not exist in the foreign
intelligence service - only because it was suggested
by them.

A few days after being detained, he said he also
suffered a panic attack after one of his interrogators
asked him “to steal official documentation from the
Foreign Office”. “I said even if I wanted to I couldn’t, I
don’t work for the Foreign Office,” he said. He
described the sentencing as “an explosion”. “I wasn’t
able to process it right in the court. It was too much,”
he said. — AFP

Briton says was
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WASHINGTON: (From left) US President Donald Trump, First Lady Melania Trump, former US President Barack Obama, former First Lady Michelle Obama, former US President Bill Clinton, former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, former
US President Jimmy Carter and former First Lady Rosalynn Carter participate in the state funeral of former US President George HW Bush at the National Cathedral yesterday. — AFP 


