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Streaking Lightning rally 
to beat Wings in shootout
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LOS ANGELES: Two-time Super Bowl-winner
Brandon Browner was jailed for eight years on
Tuesday after pleading no contest to attempting to
murder his ex-girlfriend in California. Browner, 34, had
appeared in court in Pomona, outside Los Angeles,
following an attack at his victim’s home on July 8.

The former cornerback, who won back-to-back
Super Bowls with the Seattle Seahawks and New
England Patriots in 2014 and 2015 respectively, was
accused of attempting to smother the woman after
breaking into her home in La Verne.

He pleaded no contest to one felony count of
attempted murder and two misdemeanor counts of
cruelty to a child involving the woman’s two children.
Superior Court Judge Bruce F. Marrs ordered Browner
to stay away from the woman and her two children for
10 years, the District Attorney’s Office said. Browner’s
attack occurred with the woman’s two children pres-
ent. The former NFL player was detained by police
hours after his attack. He had also stolen the woman’s
Rolex watch during the attack. As well as the Patriots
and the Seahawks, Browner’s 11-year NFL career also
featured stints with the Denver Broncos and New
Orleans Saints. —AFP
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Schmidt’s two late goals carry Knights past Capitals
DETRIOT: Nikita Kucherov scored the game-winner
during a shootout, and the streaking Tampa Bay
Lightning overcame Frans Nielsen’s hat trick to edge
the host Detroit Red Wings 6-5 on Tuesday. Tampa
Bay, which has the NHL’s best record, has won four
straight and seven of its past eight. The Lightning won
the shootout 2-1 after erasing a two-goal, third-period
deficit. Mathieu Joseph had two goals and an assist, and
Steven Stamkos, J.T. Miller and Cedric Paquette also
scored in regulation for Tampa Bay. Edward Pasquale
made his NHL debut as the Lightning’s goaltender. He
made 19 saves and two more during the shootout.
Nielsen collected his second career hat trick and the
Wings’ first since 2016. Gustav Nyquist scored the oth-
er two regulation goals for Detroit.

MAPLE LEAFS 4, SABRES 3 (OT)
Auston Matthews’ goal with less than three seconds

remaining in overtime gave visiting Toronto the win
over Buffalo. Matthews capped off a three-point per-
formance with his second goal of the night, taking a
drop pass from Kasperi Kapanen and beating Sabres
goalie Linus Ullmark to give Toronto its fifth consecu-
tive victory. After missing more than a month with a
shoulder injury, Matthews now has five goals in three
games since his return to the ice. He has 15 goals in 14
total games this season. Matthews also scored the
game’s opening goal, and he picked up an assist on
Patrick Marleau’s game-tying effort in the third.

JETS 3, ISLANDERS 1
Jacob Trouba and Adam Lowry scored in a 22-sec-

ond span early in the third period for Winnipeg, which
capped a perfect Big Apple road trip by beating host
New York. Nikolaj Ehlers scored an empty-netter with
2.1 seconds left for the Jets, who beat the New Jersey
Devils 4-3 in overtime Saturday and edged the New
York Rangers by the same score in the shootout
Sunday. Winnipeg has won four in a row overall.
Connor Hellebuyck made 27 saves for the Jets, and
Thomas Greiss recorded 21 saves for the Islanders.
Anders Lee scored early in the third period for New
York to break a scoreless tie before the Islanders
scored three times.

PENGUINS 6, AVALANCHE 3
Patric Hornqvist’s third-period natural hat trick on a

night when Pittsburgh gave away ballcaps lifted the
Penguins to a 6-3 win over visiting Colorado. The
Penguins built a 3-0 lead on goals by Jake Guentzel,
Evgeni Malkin and Derick Brassard in the first period

before Colorado tied it with second-period goals from
Tyson Barrie, Carl Soderberg and Matt Nieto.
Hornqvist notched the fastest hat trick in Penguins his-
tory, 2:47. He scored on a rebound for a power-play
goal at 6:11, on a shot from the left circle at 7:32 and on
a shot from the slot at 8:58.

PANTHERS 5, BRUINS 0
Roberto Luongo returned from the injured list and

earned a shutout, and Mike Hoffman scored two goals
as host Florida routed Boston at Sunrise, Fla. Panthers
winger Jonathan Huberdeau extended his streak to six
straight multi-point games. He had one goal and two
assists, and he has three goals and 11 assists during his
streak. Mike Matheson and Evgenii Dadonov had
Florida’s other goals. Aleksander Barkov had three
assists, and Keith Yandle had two.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 5, CAPITALS 3
Nate Schmidt scored his first two goals of the sea-

son, including the game-winner on a power play with
1:25 remaining, and Vegas defeated Washington in Las
Vegas in the first meeting between the teams at T-
Mobile Arena since the Caps clinched their first Stanley
Cup on June 7. Schmidt fired a wrist shot from the top
of the slot past the glove hand of Washington goalie
Braden Holtby to break a 3-3 tie, then added an empty-
net goal with 6.9 seconds left to seal the victory. Cody
Eakin had a goal and an assist and Pierre-Edouard
Bellemare and Ryan Reaves also scored goals for
Vegas, which won for the sixth time in seven games.
Jakub Vrana scored two goals and Alex Ovechkin also
scored for Washington, which had a four-game road
winning streak snapped.

FLAMES 9, BLUE JACKETS 6
Calgary’s Sean Monahan and Johnny Gaudreau each

recorded two goals and two assists as the Flames erased
a three-goal deficit by scoring five times in the second
period in a wild victory at Columbus. Elias Lindholm,
Matthew Tkachuk, Noah Hanifin, T.J. Brodie and Austin
Czarnik also had goals for the Flames. Columbus’ Cam
Atkinson had a hat trick to extend his point streak to 11
games-the league’s longest active stretch. Zach
Werenski, Josh Anderson and Nick Foligno added goals
for the Blue Jackets, who lost their second straight.

WILD 3, CANUCKS 2
Ryan Suter and Jason Zucker scored power-play

goals less than a minute apart in the second period as
Minnesota defeated host Vancouver. Zach Parise also

scored for the Wild, who went 3-for-3 with the man
advantage. Devan Dubnyk made 29 saves for
Minnesota, which snapped a season-high three-game
losing streak. Josh Leivo and Tyler Motte scored for
Vancouver, which has won just once in its past 13
games (1-10-2). The Canucks’ Anders Nilsson stopped
25 shots but dropped his sixth consecutive start.

CANADIENS 5, SENATORS 2
Max Domi scored twice and added an assist, and

Jonathan Drouin had a goal and two assists as host
Montreal scored three times in the second period to
pull away from Ottawa. Artturi Lehkonen and Brendan
Gallagher also scored for the Canadiens, whose three-
goal burst boosted them to just their second win in the
past eight games. Carey Price stopped 28 shots for the
Canadiens. Dylan DeMelo and Mark Stone scored for

the Senators, who had won their three previous games.
Ottawa goaltender Craig Anderson made 36 saves.

COYOTES 2, KINGS 1
Rookie Adin Hill made 25 saves and improved to 4-

0-0 with a .977 save percentage since he was recalled
as Arizona extended its winning streak to four games
by edging host Los Angeles. Lawson Crouse scored a
short-handed goal in the first period, and Nick
Schmaltz added a power-play goal in the second for the
Coyotes. Alec Martinez ended Hill’s bid for his second
shutout in five days when he scored off a backhand
feed from Anze Kopitar at 14:15 of the third period. The
Kings briefly thought they tied the score with 55.4 sec-
onds left, but it was immediately ruled that Dustin
Brown played the puck with a high stick. Jonathan
Quick made 18 saves for Los Angeles. — Reuters

DETROIT:  Anthony Cirelli #71 of the Tampa Bay Lightning tries to get around Nick Jensen #3 of the Detroit Red
Wings during the third period at Little Caesars Arena on Tuesday in Detroit, Michigan. Tampa Bay won the game
6-5 in a shootout. — AFP

Mauritian official 
banned for life after
corruption charges
LONDON: Badminton’s world body has banned for life
and fined Mauritian former council member Raj Gaya after
a hearing over alleged misuse of funds, including money
intended for an Olympic athlete.

The Badminton World Federation (BWF) said in a state-
ment on Wednesday that Gaya had been fined $50,000 by
its ethics hearing panel following an investigation that
started in June last year.

The charges against Gaya stated that grants or funding
intended for the Mauritius Badminton Association (MBA)
had been diverted into personal bank accounts and used
“for his own benefit”.

He was also accused of submitting forged accounting
documents and falsifying or exaggerating expenses. The
ethics hearing panel also looked into claims that money
paid by the Badminton Confederation of Africa (BCA) to
help shuttlers qualify for the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics
had been siphoned off.

“The BCA allocated $21,485 to the MBA... and paid
$19,150 (to) Mr Gaya for that purpose, of which about
$18,000 should have been paid to the Mauritian player
Kate Foo Kune,” it said.—Reuters

LOS ANGELES: Deontay Wilder on Tuesday called for an
immediate rematch with Tyson Fury, dismissing claims
from his British rival he would attempt to avoid a return
bout after their epic heavyweight duel in Los Angeles.
Wilder retained his World Boxing Council heavyweight
crown on Saturday after a thrilling 12-round battle ended
in a split decision draw at the Staples Center.

Fury, who many observers believe did enough to win
despite being knocked down twice during the fight, said
on Monday he feared Wilder would seek to duck a
rematch “at all costs.”

However the 33-year-old Wilder on Tuesday rejected
that claim in the strongest possible terms, saying a
rematch with Fury was his priority rather than a unifica-
tion bout with WBA, IBF and WBO champion Anthony
Joshua.

“I’m ready to do it again,” Wilder told reporters on a
conference call. “My main goal is Tyson Fury. I’m looking
forward to giving him the rematch as soon as possible.
“This is the biggest fight still in the heavyweight division,
this is the most exciting fight in the heavyweight division
and we’re ready to give the fans what they want to see.”

Wilder snatched a draw on Saturday after Fury some-
how recovered from a devastating 12th round knockdown
by the American champion to finish the fight on his feet.
Wilder said Tuesday he would make no mistake in any
possible rematch.

“He woke up from hell-I want to put him back there,”
Wilder said. Fury, who only returned to boxing this year
after nearly three years out of the ring as he struggled
with depression, drink and drug problems, had said
Monday he doubted Wilder would grant him a return.
“I’ve got a funny feeling he’s going to get his running
shoes out and stay away from me at all costs,” Fury said.
However Wilder said a rematch was all but inescapable.
“Both sides definitely want (a rematch) to happen. I don’t

see why we wouldn’t. It’s a great fight and the build-up
has already started. We can’t get away from this fight.

“It’s only right for us to go back in and do it again. I
don’t want no other fights to happen between him or I
before then. I want to give Tyson Fury the rematch ASAP.”
Wilder, who on Saturday had spoken enthusiastically
about a possible unification fight with Joshua, meanwhile
poured cold water on the idea on Tuesday.

Asked where he now saw Joshua’s place in the heavy-
weight pecking order, Wilder replied: “I haven’t even
thought about Joshua. They’re getting what they deserve.”
Negotiations over a possible Wilder-Joshua showdown
stalled earlier this year. 

Wilder’s camp maintain they offered $50 million to
Joshua to accept a fight, a gambit dismissed by the British

boxer’s manager Eddie Hearn as a “wonderful PR move.”
“They felt like they was the only people in boxing or

the heavyweight division that people cared about,”
Wilder said of the Joshua camp. “We don’t care about him
no more. “They had their opportunity. They had four
months to have their opportunity. But they led people on.
Their ego got the best of them.  “So let them continue to
fight the second tier fighters.” Wilder also dismissed criti-
cism of the scoring of Saturday’s fight, adamant that Fury
had not done enough to win. “He was landing some
punches but most of them was pitty-patter, they didn’t
affect me,” Wilder said.  “When you coming in here fight-
ing the champion, you’ve got to be dominant. You’ve got
to take the title, and I don’t think Fury took the title. I felt
like I won that fight, totally.” — AFP
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LOS ANGELES:  File photo shows Deontay Wilder punches Tyson Fury in the ninth round fighting to a draw during
the WBC Heavyweight Champioinship at Staples Center on December 1, 2018 in Los Angeles, California.—AFP

TOKYO: The Tokyo 2020 Olympic marathon will start
between 5:30am and 6am, organisers announced yester-
day, after experts raised concerns over the health of com-
petitors and fans during the city’s sweltering summer heat.

An expert medical committee had proposed a start time
“between 5:30am and 6am”, top Olympic official John
Coates said after a series of meetings in the Japanese cap-
ital. Organisers had already brought the marathon forward
to 7am as Japanese medical groups have warned the event
could “lead to deaths” from heatstroke.

Tokyo 2020 organisers still need to agree with the
International Association of Athletics Federations before
fixing the exact time, said Coates, who is chairman of the
Olympic coordination commission.

Rugby sevens matches will also start 90 minutes ahead
of schedule and mountain biking an hour later to avoid the

burning sun. The 50-kilometre race walk will also be
brought forward.

The Japanese capital sweated through several deadly
heatwaves this summer as Japan was also battered by a
series of typhoons that caused death, destruction and
delay. Coates said a series of anti-heat measures was
being planned, including mist sprays along the marathon
route and heat-absorbing paint on the roads.

There is also an increase in medical facilities as a pre-
caution and more shade for fans lining up for entry to the
venues. “There is a list of about 20 precautions they (the
medical commission) think we should take and they are not
going to be free,” quipped Coates.

Indeed, Tokyo 2020 CEO Toshiro Muto admitted that
anti-heat measures had increased pressure on the Tokyo
2020 budget, which is due to be updated on December 21.

Olympic organisers are under huge pressure to keep a
lid on costs amid fears that spiralling budgets for the event
are sapping public support.

“We can’t exceed the level of the previous version of
the budget,” said Muto, who added that cuts had been
found in other areas to compensate for additional spend-
ing against the heat. The Olympics are expected to cost
around $12.6 billion, according to the current version of
the budget, unveiled last year.

The potential for extreme weather conditions has
become the major headache for organisers of the event
which opens on July 24. The previous time Japan hosted
the Olympics, in 1964, the competition were held in
October to avoid the hot summer conditions. Organisers
have toyed with several ways of beating the heat-even
proposing the introduction of daylight saving time, an idea
that appears to have fallen by the wayside.— AFP
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TOKYO: International Olympic Committee (IOC) vice
president and chairman of the Coordination Commission
for Tokyo 2020 John Coates (L) and Tokyo 2020 presi-
dent Yoshiro Mori attend a joint press conference in
Tokyo yesterday.  — AFP


