
ISSUE NO: 17702

28 Pages 
150 Fils

www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

RABI ALTHANI 2,1440 AH 
SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 9, 2018

Max 26º
Min 16º

Egypt, Kuwait Fund ink 2 
loan deals worth $135m

Russian offered Trump campaign 
‘political’ cooperation in 2015

Researchers explore new way 
of killing malaria in the liver 63 24

Amir heads to Saudi Arabia for 
Gulf Cooperation Council meet

Sheikh Sabah congratulates King Salman • Riyadh ready to welcome guests

Salah hat-trick sends Liverpool 
top of English Premier League28

News in brief

3-year transfer ban mulled

KUWAIT: The manpower authority is considering
issuing a decision banning visa transfers to other
employers for expats hired from outside the country
to work in the private sector before three years from
the issuance of the first work permit have elapsed.
Informed sources added that this rule has been in
effect for many years concerning small and medium
project companies and will greatly help fight visa
trafficking. The sources stressed that the current
regulations allowing visa transfers after one year
from entry or six months plus a KD 300 fee will be
followed until the new decision is finalized, adding
that a new package of resolutions will be announced
soon to regulate the local labor market and limit
marginal labor. — A Saleh 

Child killed in car crash

KUWAIT: A child was killed
and three others were critical-
ly injured in a collision along
Subbiya highway yesterday.
The interior ministry’s rela-
tions and security media
department said that on
reporting to the scene where
two vehicles collided, rescue
forces found the child dead
and some passengers thrown
out of the vehicles in critical condition. The injured
were rushed to hospital. — Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah will depart today to Saudi Arabia,
heading the Kuwaiti delegation for the 39th Gulf
Cooperation Council  (GCC) summit in Riyadh.
Yesterday, HH the Amir sent a cable of congratula-
tions to Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud
marking the fourth anniversary of his ascension to
the throne.

In the cable, the Amir asserted on the deep and
solid relations between Kuwait and the kingdom, and
lauded the prominent development renaissance in
various fields under the leadership of the Saudi king.
HH the Amir also wished the Saudi King wellbeing
and success in pursuing prosperity for the kingdom
and serving both Arab and Muslim worlds. HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to
the Saudi King 

Riyadh is getting ready to welcome guests from
delegations participating in the Gulf summit. The
kingdom is hosting a large number of reporters to
cover the event, which is expected to address impor-
tant issues related to GCC joint action in the field of
politics, defense, economy and law. Flags have been
raised on streets and welcoming billboards have been
hung along the roads and bridges. — KUNA KHARTOUM: Zain Group announces that the

President of the Republic of Sudan Omar Al-Bashir
received Zain Group Vice-Chairman and CEO
Bader Al-Kharafi at a meeting held in Khartoum.
Also present at the meeting was Zain Sudan
Managing Director Elfatih Erwa. During the meet-
ing, Kharafi took the opportunity to brief Bashir on
the transformative developments taking place at
Zain Sudan, and the numerous successes the com-
pany has scored over the years. Additionally, he re-
affirmed the confidence Zain Group has in the
economy of Sudan, despite its many challenges, and
pledged that the group would continue to invest
significantly in cutting-edge technology to provide
the people of Sudan with exceptional communica-
tions services. — (See Page 11)

Bashir welcomes
Kharafi, praises

Zain contribution 

Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir receives Zain
Group Vice-Chairman and CEO Bader Al-Kharafi. 

RIYADH: Flags of GCC member states and welcoming billboards are seen in the Saudi capital yesterday. — KUNA 

Equal representation for women

DUBAI: United Arab Emirates federation president
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan has decided
that women should make up half of its semi-elected
advisory body when it is renewed next year. This
will increase the number of women on the UAE
council from nine to 20 next year. The 40-member
Federal National Council is currently chaired by a
woman, Amal Al-Qubaisi. Half of its members are
elected for a four-year term, while the others are
appointed by the rulers of the seven emirates mak-
ing up the federation. The last vote for the elected
part was held in 2015. —  Reuters 

TOULOUSE: French riot police officers stand next to a burning barricade and face
protestors during a demonstration yesterday of yellow vests against rising costs of
living they blame on high taxes. — AFP 

SANYA, China: Miss Mexico Vanessa Ponce de Leon reacts after winning the 68th
Miss World contest final on the tropical Chinese island of Hainan yesterday. —AFP 

PARIS: French “yellow vest” demon-
strators clashed with riot police in Paris
yesterday in the latest round of protests
against President Emmanuel Macron, but
the city appeared to be escaping the
large-scale destruction of a week earlier
due to heavy security. Armored vehicles
rolled through central Paris as protest-
ers, clad in their emblematic luminous
safety jackets, threw rocks at police and
set fire to barricades. 

Shouts of “Macron, resign” mingled
with tear gas on the famous Champs-
Elysees avenue, and thick plumes of
black smoke from fires rose high into the

sky. Several cars were set alight. But the
pockets of violence were a far cry from
the destruction and looting of a week
earlier, when some 200 cars were
torched in the worst rioting in Paris in
decades. The government had vowed
“zero tolerance” for anarchist, far-right
or other trouble-makers seeking to
wreak further havoc at protests that
have sparked the deepest crisis of
Macron’s presidency.

Police reinforcements were boosted
to 8,000 across the city, with armored
vehicles deployed in Paris for the first
time ever. More than 650 protesters
were detained in the capital, many of
them stopped as they arrived at train
stations or meeting points carrying ham-
mers, petanque balls and other potential
missiles. Police also confiscated surgical
masks and goggles used to protect
against the effects of tear gas.
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SANYA, China: A Mexican model and
volunteer was crowned Miss World at a
glitzy event on the tropical Chinese
island of Hainan yesterday. Miss
Mexico Vanessa Ponce de Leon, 26, has
a degree in international business, vol-
unteers for “Migrantes en el Camino”
and is on the board of directors of a
rehab center for girls, according to the
Miss World website. She was crowned
as the 68th Miss World by last year’s
winner, Manushi Chhillar of India, in the
coastal city of Sanya.

The colorful ceremony included US

group Sister Sledge performing their
1979 disco anthem “We Are Family”. First
runner up was Thailand’s Nicolene
Pichapa Limsnukan, a 20-year-old study-
ing business administration. Miss Belarus
Maria Vasilevich, Miss Jamaica Kadijah
Robinson and Miss Uganda Quiin
Abenakyo were also among the final five.

It is the eighth time the Miss World
final has been held in Sanya, which first
hosted the pageant in 2003. At the
finals three years ago controversy
erupted as off icials in Hong Kong
stopped Miss Canada, Anastasia Lin,
from boarding a plane bound for Sanya,
telling her she would not receive a visa.
The 25-year old actress claimed the
decision was due to her stance on
China’s human rights record, including
its persecution of Falun Gong, a
Chinese spiritual group of which she is
a practitioner. — AFP 

Volunteer from 
Mexico wins 
Miss World title

BEIJING: China launched a rover early yesterday des-
tined to land on the far side of the moon, a global first
that would boost Beijing’s ambitions to become a space
superpower, state media said. The Chang’e-4 lunar
probe mission - named after the moon goddess in
Chinese mythology - launched on a Long March 3B
rocket from the southwestern Xichang launch center at
2:23 am (1823 GMT), according to the official Xinhua
news agency. The blast-off marked the start of a long

journey to the far side of the moon for the Chang’e-4
mission, expected to land around the New Year to car-
ry out experiments and survey the untrodden terrain.

“Chang’e-4 is humanity’s first probe to land on and
explore the far side of the moon,” said the mission’s chief
commander He Rongwei of China Aerospace Science
and Technology Corp, the main state-owned space con-
tractor. “This mission is also the most meaningful deep
space exploration research project in the world in 2018,”
He said, according to state-run Global Times. Unlike the
near side of the moon that is “tidally locked” and always
faces the earth, and offers many flat areas to touch down
on, the far side is mountainous and rugged.

It was not until 1959 that the Soviet Union captured
the first images of the heavily cratered surface,
uncloaking some of the mystery of the moon’s “dark
side”. No lander or rover has ever touched the surface

there, positioning China as the first nation to explore
the area. “China over the past 10 or 20 years has been
systematically ticking off the various firsts that America
and the Soviet Union did in the 1960s and 1970s in
space exploration,” said Jonathan McDowell, an
astronomer at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics. “This is one of the first times they’ve
done something that no one else has done before.”

It is no easy technological feat - China has been
preparing for this moment for years. A major challenge for
such a mission is communicating with the robotic lander:
as the far side of the moon always points away from earth,
there is no direct “line of sight” for signals. As a solution,
China in May blasted the Queqiao (“Magpie Bridge”)
satellite into the moon’s orbit, positioning it so that it can
relay data and commands between the lander and earth.
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