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Gulf Cooperation Council achieves its
citizens’ aspirations for integration

Saudi Arabia hosts 39th GCC Summit today

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) leaders attend the 14th GCC Summit in Riyadh in 1993. — KUNA GCC leaders attend the fourth summit in Doha in 1983.

KUWAIT: Over its 38-year march, the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) has made a host of strategic achieve-
ments and undergone numerous transformations to meet
the aspirations of the citizens of its member countries
who are bound together by a history of unity and frater-
nity. The achievements notched up so far in the eco-
nomic, political, military and security domains lay firm
ground for the emergence of the Gulf union which
became an urgent need amid the challenges and risks
surrounding the region. These achievements also consti-
tute a robust framework for collective security to pro-
tect the interests of the GCC members and address the
challenges and crises in the neighborhood.

Founding treaty
May 25, 1981, a historic day for the region, saw the

signing of founding treaty (charter) of the GCC in Abu
Dhabi, capital of the UAE, by the leaders of its six

member countries, namely
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the
United Arab Emirates. The
permeable of the document
set forth the targets of future
cooperation, coordination
and integration among the
GCC nations in al l  areas,
capitalizing on common his-
tory, shared destiny and reli-
gious Islamic values, and

similar ruling regimes. Based on these noble objectives,
the GCC countries were able to make outstanding
achievements in various fields and coordinate their for-
eign policies.

They were able to put an end to the Iraq-Iran war
on August 20, 1988, and liberate Kuwait from the Iraqi
invasion on February 28, 1991, support Iraq’s unity, sta-
bility and sovereignty, back up the UAE right to restore
sovereignty on three occupied islands, and lobby inter-
national support for the fair Palestine question. The
GCC member states continue working together for sta-
bilizing the situations in Lebanon, Syria, Somalia, Libya
and Yemen, and putting an end to the atrocities against
the Rohingya Muslim minority in Myanmar.

Acting on shared vision for defending the interests
of their countries against external threats, the GCC
leaders adopted a firm response to the Yemeni crisis
and the flagrant Iranian intervention in the domestic
affairs of Yemen and other Arab countries. In March
2015, they decided to launch the military Operation
Decisive Storm, known later as Operation Restoring
Hope, against the Iranian-backed Houthi militia in
Yemen with a view to restoring the legitimate govern-
ment of President Abd-Rabbuh Mansour Hadi.

In January 2016, the GCC leaders decided to freeze
relations with Iran against the backdrop of the latter’s
backing to the subversive acts of the Houthi militia in
Yemen and Hezbollah group in Lebanon. The GCC
defense cooperation dates back to 1981 when the chiefs
of staff of the GCC countries held their maiden meeting
in Riyadh, capital of Saudi Arabia, to explore horizons
of joint military action; they adopted several defense
strategies and agreements over the following three
decades.

Peninsula Shield Force
In November 1982, the Supreme Council of the GCC

convened its third session where the GCC leaders

agreed to set up the Peninsula Shield Force (PSF) at an
initial strength of 5,000, which expanded in December
2005 to 7,000 personnel. During their summit meeting
in December 2000 in Manama, capital of Bahrain, the
GCC leaders approved the joint GCC defense treaty,
which served as nucleus for the development of struc-
tures of military intervention, such as the Integrated
GCC Missile Shield, and bridging the gaps in military
capabilities of the GCC members. The treaty stipulates
that the GCC countries be legally bound to defend any
of them in case of external threat. It also provides for
strengthening the military capabilities of the PSF in
order to make it better able to repel any foreign
aggression.

In early February 2003, in the run-up to the US-led
military campaign against Iraq, the State of Kuwait
requested from the GCC defense ministers to deploy
PSF units along its borders with Iraq to guard against
potential ramifications of the conflict.The GCC states
stood by the Kingdom of Bahrain when it underwent
violent acts in February and March 2011 and offered all
possible political, economic and security assistance.
Due to the regrettable incidents, Bahrain requested
activation of the GCC joint defense agreement, and
thereby the GCC states deployed PSF units in Bahrain
in March; this force played a crucial role in restoring
security and stability in the kingdom.

Operation Decisive Storm
In March 2015, the Operation Decisive Storm consti-

tuted a major transformation in the GCC states’

approach to dealing with external threats. The GCC
states realized that failure to respond firmly to the
Houthis’ repeated violations of the Yemeni peace
agreements could pose serious threat to the GCC secu-
rity. In April 2015, the Operation Restoring Hope,
sought to alleviate the suffering of the Yemeni people
through speeding up the UN-facilitated peace talks
and focusing on reconstruction.

The operation constituted a major shift from military
action to a political process based on the GCC-initia-
tive, the UN Security Council Resolution 2216 and the
outcomes of the Yemeni National Dialogue. Regarding
the security cooperation, it stared from the meeting of
the ministers of interior of the GCC states in Riyadh in
1982.The meeting approved strategy for collective
security including the combat against terrorism and
transnational crimes, and cooperation in the fields of
civil defense, criminal investigations, traffics and border
control. The meeting approved a range of measures to
protect against illicit drug trafficking and nuclear
radioactivity.

In 2003, the GCC states approved a strategy to
combat violent extremism, and in the following year,
they approved an agreement against terrorism. In

2008, the GCC states approved the updated compre-
hensive security strategy. In November 2012, they
adopted a joint plan to build the capacity of anti-ter-
rorism units and the amended security agreement. In
2015, they approved the launching of the GCC police
force headquartered in the UAE.

Media cooperation
As for the media cooperation, the GCC states adopt-

ed a code of conduct and a strategy for cooperation in
such areas as external media, TV and radio, press and
wire services. Regarding the economic cooperation, the
founding system of the GCC serves as the main point of
reference in the quest for economic integration among
the six member countries, including the economic
agreement of 1981, the treaty of 2001, the monetary
union, the trade cooperation, the customs union, the sin-
gle currency and the common market. The GCC states
attached great importance to auditing cooperation as a
means of economic cooperation and coordination of
their stances at competent international organizations,
such as the International Organization of Supreme Audit
Institutions (INTOSAI) and the Arab Organization of
Supreme Audit Institutions (ARABOSAI).

Economic cooperation
As an important aspect of economic cooperation,

the cooperation among the ‘zakat’ (alms or fund-rais-
ing) agencies coordinates the efforts of the GCC
states towards integration. The GCC committee on
financial and economic cooperation approved during
its 47th meeting on May 16, 1998, the launching of an
ad hoc committee on joint action in the field of zakat
and tax levying. The ad hoc committee worked out a
range of recommendations that charted a map for
joint action in the field of zakat and tax levying.

helped the GCC states exchange expertise, organize
joint training courses, and launch a diploma program
on zakat, a prize for creativity and a website for the
zakat agencies.

The GCC made great strides towards cooperation
with friendly countries and regional economic blocs
inside the Arab region and beyond. It launched partner-
ships with Yemen, Jordan, Morocco, China, Pakistan,
India, Turkey, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Australia
and New Zealand. It also launched partnerships with
the European Union, the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA), the Southern Common Market
(Mercosur) and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN). As for judicial and legal cooperation,
the GCC states worked for codifying their judicial, legal
and legislative systems. They arranged single legisla-
tions for their various judicial bodies and the proceed-
ings at courts with different grades. They also
approved several agreements on judicial cooperation
and held a host of symposiums on exchange of legal
assistance, human rights, anti-graft combat and protec-
tion of transparency.

Cooperation among the GCC states covered also the
areas of energy, electricity, water, industry, transport,
communications, agriculture and development planning.
They also had fruitful cooperation in the fields of edu-
cation, scientific and technical research, labor, social
services, healthcare, environment, housing, municipality
and public works, and youth and sports. Realizing
human development as cornerstone of socio-economic
development, the GCC leaders approved the GCC
human rights declaration at the Doha summit of
December 2014. They reaffirmed strong belief in human
dignity in keeping with the noble provisions of the
Islamic sharia, the national legislations and the relevant
international conventions. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Saudi Arabia is set to play host to the 39th
summit of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) leaders
today. The Gulf leaders are expected to weigh a slew
of weighty subjects and matters pertinent to the Gulf
bloc, along with integrity and cooperation in political,
defensive, economic and legal realms. The following is
a chronology of the 38 Gulf summits since the GCC
was created in 1981:

The first and second Gulf summits were held in Abu
Dhabi and Riyadh in May and November 1981 respec-
tively. The third summit was held in Manama in 1982,
while the fourth and fifth took place in Doha and
Kuwait in 1983 and 1984 respectively. Muscat hosted
the sixth GCC gathering in 1985, followed by the sev-
enth in Abu Dhabi in 1986 and the eighth in Riyadh in
1987. In 1988, the ninth summit was held in Manama,
followed by the 10th in Muscat in 1989 and the 11th in
Doha in 1990. Kuwait hosted the 12th Gulf gathering in
1991, while Abu Dhabi and Riyadh hosted the 13th and
14th meetings in 1992 and 1993.

Manama hosted the 15th Gulf meeting in 1994, and
the following two events took place in Muscat and
Doha in 1995 and 1996. The 18th version of the annual
Gulf gathering was hosted by Kuwait in 1997, followed
by the 19th in Abu Dhabi in 1998, the 20th in Riyadh in
1999, the 21st in Manama in 2000, the 22nd in Muscat
in 2001 and the 23rd in Doha in 2002. The 24th summit
was held in Kuwait in 2003, while the 25th version
took place in Manama in 2004 under the title ‘Zayed
Summit’ to pay tribute to the late UAE president

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan thanks to his
major contributions and efforts in serving Gulf, Arab,
Muslim and world causes.

Abu Dhabi played host to the 26th conference in
2005, which was called ‘King Fahad Summit’ in appre-
ciation for the late Saudi king Fahad bin Abdulaziz Al-
Saud’s great role in the promotion of Gulf, Arab,
Muslim and international issues. In 2006, Riyadh host-
ed the 27th version entitled ‘Sheikh Jaber Summit’ as a
sign of appreciation and gratitude to the late Amir
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his
great role in creating the GCC and serving Arab and
Muslim issues, along with regional and world peace.
Doha and Muscat hosted the 28th and 29th Gulf
events in 2007 and 2008 respectively. The 30th, 31st,
32nd and 33rd summits were organized in Kuwait in
2009, Abu Dhabi in 2010, Riyadh in 2011 and Manama
in 2012, consecutively.

Kuwait hosted the 34th summit in 2013, while
the 35th took place in Doha in 2014, followed by
the 36th version in Riyadh in 2015 and the 37th
in Manama in 2016. The last Gulf gathering was
held in Kuwait last year. The 39th summit in
Riyadh is hoped to come up with constructive
and fruitful outcomes that would prop up Gulf
cooperation and integration in various domains,
and fulfi l l  the Gulf people’s expectations for
closer ties and firmer coordination in order to
address all challenges and safeguard regional
security and stability. — KUNA
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GCC leaders attend the 33rd Summit in Manama in 2012.

GCC leaders attend the seventh summit in Abu Dhabi in 1986.
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