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Delays increased new university project’s
budget from KD 475 million to KD 2.95 billion

‘Citizens lost faith in government’s seriousness in building the new academic city’

News in brief

12,000 disclosure forms  received
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s anti-corruption body said yes-
terday that a total of 12,000 personal disclosure
statements have been turned in this year, which is
equivalent to 95 percent of people subject to the
law. Kuwait’s anti-corruption watchdog disclosed
the information to mark the UN’s International
Anti-Corruption Day, which falls on December 9 of
each year, it said in a statement. Such initiatives are
significant given the fact that corruption continues
to run rampant all over the globe, the statement
added, urging the international community to the
take the measures needed to crack down on the
social ill. — KUNA

Telephone faults repaired 
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Communication
announced yesterday that it repaired most of tele-
phone faults caused by heavy rain witnessed in the
country in the past weeks, in accordance with main-
tenance contracts signed between the Ministry and
the executing contractor. Assistant Undersecretary
for supportive telecommunication services Rashid
Al-Othaina said a number of copper cables were
damaged because water gathered in drainage sys-
tem that led to stopping the telephone service.
“Currently, the remaining cables are being repaired,
but the completion of this work requires many pro-
cedures that must be carried out by the ministry in
coordination with the Ministries of Public Works
and Interior,” he added. “We need permissions from
some administrations to be able to proceed in this
process which will take some time. We need to close
some roads located within the Ministry of Works
project areas to carry out the maintenance
required,” he explained. — KUNA

KD 23.8 m granted for housing
KUWAIT: The total number of property loans and
grants given by Kuwait Credit Bank (KCB) in
November amounted to KD 23.8 million ($78 mil-
lion), KCB said in a statement yesterday. The real
estate portfolio’s total loans amounted to KD 119.5
million ($393 million) in November, the bank said
in a press statement, adding loans for construction
of private units reached KD 1.54 million ($5 mil-
lion). Furthermore, KCB mentioned lending around
KD 14.8 million ($48.6) loans for building govern-
ment units, and about KD 4.4 million ($14.4 mil-
lion) for house purchasing. It also lent KD 159,000
($522,000) for private housing expansion projects,
KD 975,000 ($3.2 million) for expanding govern-
ment houses, and KD 1.85 million ($6 million) to
citizens of special needs. Overall loans from the
KCB portfolio (for maintenance and expansion
projects) amounted to KD 80,000 ($263,000),
said KCB. — KUNA

Economic researcher awards
KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait launched
the ‘economic researcher’ award for Kuwaiti
researchers and the ‘economic student’ prize for
college and higher education students. Individuals
who wish to join the competition can find the
details and apply on www.kibs.edu.kw website
from 9 December to 31 January, Governor of the
Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) and Chairman of
the Institute of Banking Studies, Mohammad Al-
Hashel, said in a press statement yesterday. The
award aims to develop research skills for Kuwaitis
and encourage them to use scientific methods in
dealing with banking and economic topics. The
success of the economic researcher award in its
first session encouraged officials to allow students
to engage in a similar award. It can boost their
skills and qualify them to work in the banking field
in the future, he noted. Winner of the first award
will receive KD 10,000 (about $32.8 thousand),
while the student award winner will receive KD
5,000 about $16.4 thousand), Hashel said. The
winning research will be printed out and pub-
lished so that people in the field can benefit from,
he added. — KUNA

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: A State Audit Bureau report about Sabah
Al-Salem University City (Kuwait University - Al-
Shadadiya) tracked some lenience in determining the
basic requirements for the campus colleges, and bad
primary assessment that resulted in many modifications
and changes made in the project. The report also
stressed that as a result of the delays, college buildings
were not launched on time, the free maintenance period
of those buildings expired while citizens lost faith in the
government’s seriousness in building the new academic
city. The report explained that the delay also led to
increasing the project’s budget from KD 475 million,
when the project was approved in 2004, to KD 1.6 bil-
lion in 2010, then KD 2.95 billion in 2018. 

Remote areas 
Well- informed sources at  the Civi l  Service

Commission (CSC) said decision number 18/2012
pertaining with incentives for employees working in
remote areas added Sabah Al-Ahmed City, Subbiya
Palace and Shuaiba industrial zone to those areas,

noting that the allowance will be KD 90 monthly for
employees in ranks 1-4 and KD 75 for those in
ranks 5-8. 

Landmines
The Municipal Council is scheduled to meet tomor-

row to review Public Works Minister Hosam Al-Roumi’s
approval of the previous meeting’s minutes and a pro-
posal made by member Humoud Al-Enezi to discuss the
landmines recently exposed by heavy rain.

Charges dropped
The public prosecutor Dherar Al-Assoussi ordered

shelving a state security report made against a bedoon
(stateless) young man, and which accuses him of
threatening to murder the director of the central appa-
ratus for illegal residents Saleh Al-Fadhalah. The prose-
cutor ordered that all charges against the accused
Mohammad Al-Enezi be dropped. 

Trademarks’ registrations
Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-

Roudhan issued a ministerial decision on publishing

various trademarks through the International
Organizations and Foreign Commerce link on the min-
istry’s website. Roudhan’s resolution number 687/2018
further stipulates publishing trademarks’ registration,

modification, change, cancellation or renewal at the fol-
lowing link: www.ifta.gov.kw. The link is available on
the ministry’s website, and will be launched on
December 16. 

KUWAIT: An artist’s rendition of the College of Art and College of Education at Sabah Al-Salem University. 

VIENNA: Kuwaiti Oil Minister Bakheet
Al-Rasheedi re-affirmed on Friday
robust support for OPEC’s resolutions,
intended to maintain the oil market sta-
bility. In a statement he made ahead of
the fifth meeting of ministers from
OPEC and non-OPEC crude producing
countries, the minister indicated that
“certain mechanisms could preserve the
reserves.”

The Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries, between January
and end of November, was able to
‘absorb’ more than 30 million barrels for
sake of maintaining the market, minister
Rasheedi said. He described as very
successful OPEC’s latest decisions,
namely the 2016 ‘historic decision’ of
cutting the output by some 32 million
bpd. OPEC is keen, he continues, on
keeping the agreement between OPEC
and non-OPEC countries on the crude
production ceiling. Asked on Qatar’s
decision to quit the organization, he said
that the State of Kuwait respects Doha’s
decision. It is Qatar’s right to decide
whether to stay in OPEC or leave it, he
added.

Meanwhile, Iraqi Minister of Oil
Thamer Al-Ghadban said that there are
several scenarios during OPEC’s minis-
terial meeting, regarding the issue of

production and prices. Low prices serve
neither interests of Iraq nor those of the
member states, he said. Indicating that
Iraq needs higher income, he said that
the state budget is in the range of 20
percent. He concurred with his Kuwaiti
counterpart on respecting Qatar’s deci-
sion. In the meantime, Qatari Minister of
Oil Saad Al-Kaabi has affirmed that
OPEC can ‘protect itself’ and control the
production ceiling according to the mar-
ket needs. Qatar, currently, favors not to
engage in any ‘initiative’ in the oil sector,
he says, noting that it produces small
amounts of crude. — KUNA

Kuwait strongly supports
OPEC’s decisions: Minister

Bakheet Al-Rasheedi 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Minister of Investment and International Cooperation Dr
Sahar Nasr (center right) and KFAED’s General Director Abdulwahab Al-Badr
(center left) attend the signing ceremony. — KUNA

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: The Egyptian
Government and Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED) inked
yesterday an agreement according to
which the fund lends KD 15 million ($50
million) to Cairo as a contribution to
funding construction of four water
desalination plants in South Sinai. The
two sides, also yesterday, signed another
loan deal, where KFAED would present
an additional loan worth KD 25 million
($85 million) to Egypt.

The two accords were signed on
behalf of the Egyptian Government by
Minister of Investment and International
Cooperation Dr Sahar Nasr and
KFAED’s General Director Abdulwahab
Al-Badr — on sidelines of the Africa
2018 conference, which kicked off yes-
terday. The inking ceremony was attend-

ed by the State of Kuwait Ambassador
to Egypt, Mohammad Al-Thuwaikh and
South Sinai Governor Khaled Foda.

The project envisages building four
water desalination stations in Bahr Al-
Baqar, South Sinai, to meet mounting
demand, save waste due to transfer,
safeguard public sanitation and help in
efforts to improve the population living
standards. It also envisions back-up for
expanding agricultural production, pro-
cessing agricultural products and creat-
ing up to 100,000 jobs. Moreover it
encompasses a station with a 15,000
cubic meter output in Abu Rdais, anoth-
er one in Nabaq and a third in Taba. The
mega venture, forecast to conclude by
2022, includes diverse phases and sub-
projects for water distribution and sani-
tation. — KUNA

Egypt, Kuwait Fund ink
$135 million loan deals

KUWAIT: Directorate General for Civil
Aviation (DGCA) announced yesterday
the cancellation of Kuwait Wataniya
Airways’ operating certificate permit after
three months of suspension. DGCA offi-
cial spokesperson Saad Al-Otaibi had
said in a statement to Al-Jarida daily that
DGCA applied its legal measures gradu-
ally as it first suspended Wataniya
Airways permit for three months due to
delays of the 1,500 passengers whose

flights on the aircraft had been cancelled
since August 26 which allowed the com-
pany an opportunity to make tangible
overhaul of its services, but it was not uti-
lized nor did the company introduce
immediate reforms to its operations.
Otaibi noted that this decision comes from
DGCA’s keenness on preserving air traffic
control in the national aviation sector and
Kuwait’s image abroad, as well as passen-
gers’ interests and safety. — KUNA

Wataniya Airways’ operating
certificate annulled

BEIRUT: Two Kuwaiti figures were
honored yesterday for efforts to
advance society through making a
change. Celiac awareness activist Dr
Suad Al-Fureih and senior citizens’
care advocate Dr Eman Al-Tabtabaee
were honored at the second confer-
ence for Arab creativity and pioneer-
ing (change makers) for their respec-
tive and respected efforts; each one
within her field.

“Honoring Dr Fureih and Dr
Tabtabaee crowns their efforts in
enriching both Kuwait and Arab soci-
eties,” said Consul Fawaz Al-Qahtani,
who represented the Kuwaiti embassy
in the inauguration of the conference
in Beirut, Lebanon yesterday. He reaf-
firmed that the State of Kuwait “is
keen to continue supporting volun-
tary-driven creativities.”

Meanwhile, Dr Al-Fureih said that
she was honored for “motivating peo-
ple to develop their society and con-
tribute in making lives of others bet-
ter; a notion inspired by His Highness
the Amir (of Kuwait) Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.” Dr Fureih
won the conference’s first prize for
shedding light on Celiac disease in the
Arab world, calling for establishing a
factory solely designed and designat-
ed to manufacture gluten-free prod-
ucts in Kuwait, with all stuff subsi-
dized by the government. In the
meantime, Dr Tabtabaee won second
place for issuing a book documenting
Kuwait’s care for the elderly, which
eventually led to Law 18/2016 that
provided this segment of society with
many privileges to help ease their
day-to-day living. — KUNA

Two Kuwaiti ‘change makers’
honored in creativity conference


