
RIYADH: HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said yesterday that “mali-
cious media campaigns” will never succeed in unravel-
ing the impenetrable bond shared by the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC). Such efforts will be ren-
dered futile given the bloc’s unyielding determination to
remain united, he said during annual talks bringing
together leaders from across the Gulf region.

As the 39th Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) summit
kicked off in the Saudi capital, HH the Amir thanked the
host nation for organizing the meeting. This year’s gath-
ering holds much significance given the mounting chal-
lenges facing the Gulf region, HH the Amir said in his
speech, pointing out that the talks come after a spate of
ministerial-level meetings held throughout the year.
“We are cognizant of the enormity of the challenges
that lie ahead, chief among them the lingering diplomat-
ic crisis, which only behooves us to remain united and
work as a cohesive unit,” he said.

On other perennial concerns, Sheikh Sabah said ter-
rorism continues to be a grave threat, urging the inter-
national community to do everything in its power to rid
the world of the scourge. HH the Amir also spoke of
“humanitarian disasters” that are unfolding around the
region, naming Yemen and Iraq as examples, hoping for
definitive solutions to these conflicts. 

He said the continuation of the Yemeni conflict is a
direct threat to us all, hoping the ongoing talks in
Sweden will be successful. He added Kuwait provided
logistical support for the talks in the hope that they
reach a political resolution based on the GCC initiative

and relevant UN resolutions. Sheikh Sabah also praised
Sweden for hosting the talks. Regarding Iraq, the Amir
congratulated Baghdad on a successful political transi-
tion, wishing the war-torn nation the best of luck as it
begins the reconstruction process. 

HH the Amir called for an early resumption of Middle
East peace talks, hoping that a comprehensive and per-
manent deal would be reached according to relevant

international resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative.
Concerning Iran, the Amir reiterated that relations with
Iran are based on UN principles, mainly non-interfer-
ence in states’ internal affairs, respect of their sover-
eignty and commitment to rules of good neighborliness. 

Meanwhile, Bahrain and Qatar traded barbs over the
Qatari amir’s decision not to attend the summit, an
absence that suggests a rift between Doha and three

Gulf states is unlikely to be resolved soon. Qatar sent
its state minister for foreign affairs to the annual one-
day summit, which is overshadowed by the economic
and diplomatic boycott of Doha since mid-2017 by
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
Egypt over allegations Doha supports terrorism, which
Qatar denies.
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News in brief

$13bn remitted from Kuwait

KUWAIT: A migration and remittances report by
the World Bank on expat remittances in 2017
showed Kuwait stood 8th worldwide, with over $13
billion in remittances made from Kuwait compared
to only $22 million made to Kuwait in the same year.
The report also showed that Kuwait collects the low-
est fee for remittances made to the Philippines, East
Asian countries and the Pacific - less than 2.5 per-
cent of the remittance value. The report also showed
a 10.8 percent growth in remittances made to devel-
oping countries, with figures expected to reach $528
billion this year. The report said India topped the list
of countries receiving remittances in 2018 with $80
billion, followed by China with $67 billion, Mexico
and the Philippines with $34 billion and Egypt with
$26 billion.  — A Saleh

Ground One, Tabeeby join forces 

KUWAIT: Tabeeby, a Kuwait-based social health
network, has secured an investment of $770,000
from Ground One Ventures, a private investment
company based out of the United Kingdom. Tabeeby
connects patients, doctors, and healthcare providers
across the GCC and has millions of users. The invest-
ment from Ground One Ventures will be used to fur-
ther enhance Tabeeby’s healthcare technology plat-
form and deliver new innovations to highlight the
concept of prime health. Tabeeby has been featured
as a media partner and created recognition in hun-
dreds of health and medical conventions across the
region. With a 79 percent increase in social media
reach within the last two years, Tabeeby aspires on
setting the global standard for the future of the digi-
tal healthcare industry. — Press release

RIYADH: Leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries pose for a group photo during a GCC summit in the Saudi capital yesterday. —  Amiri Diwan ( See Page 3)

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly is expected to
debate tomorrow a draft law calling to impose oblig-
atory health insurance on foreigners who visit the
country, MP Khalil Al-Saleh said yesterday. Saleh
said he has submitted a motion calling to give priority
to debating and approving the draft law in order to
reduce the number of patients at public hospitals and
stop squandering drugs. The bill stipulates that before
issuing a visit visa to a foreigner, the sponsor must
attach a health insurance policy to the application,
adding that this system is applied in several countries.
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WASHINGTON: Nick Ayers, in talks with President
Donald Trump to become his new White House chief of
staff, is a 36-year-old political whiz-kid who could help
with the looming re-election campaign, but critics
question whether he has the grit needed to keep Trump
and an often chaotic administration under control. A
photogenic Georgia native, Ayers has advised a series
of high-profile Republican governors and has been

Vice President Mike Pence’s chief of staff, running one
of the most effective political teams in Washington.

He has spent his entire career in Republican poli-
tics - a sharp contrast to the man he would replace,
retired Marine Corps general John Kelly - and earned
a fortune selling ads to political campaigns. Still,
Ayers has little experience wheeling and dealing on
legislation in Congress and would take the reins at a
time when Trump is weakened by Democrats winning
control of the House of Representatives at midterm
elections last month.

Trump now faces House probes into his businesses
and most controversial policies, and special counsel
Robert Mueller is investigating possible collusion
between Trump’s election campaign team and Russian
officials in 2016. Chris Whipple, who wrote a book on

White House chiefs of staff
called “The Gatekeepers,”
said he is skeptical that
Ayers has enough clout to
be effective as Trump’s
chief of staff. “I think
Donald Trump desperately
needs in that job someone
who can walk into the Oval
Office, close the door, and
tell him what he does not
want to hear,” Whipple
said. “I’m not sure he
(Ayers) has the gravitas to
do that,” Whipple said.
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BEIRUT: This picture taken on Nov 26, 2018 shows halted construction sites with
the city’s landmark Mohammad Al-Amin Mosque in the background. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Indian Hindu hardliners hold a cutout of a temple as they participate
in a rally yesterday. —  AFP 

BEIRUT: Ghostly apartment blocks and
half-built buildings dot Lebanon, as
entrepreneurs and experts fear that the
country’s key real estate sector is on the
brink of collapse. The small
Mediterranean country’s construction
sector witnessed an unprecedented
boom from 2008, fuelled in part by sales
to wealthy Gulf Arabs and Lebanese
expatriates. But after civil war broke out
in neighboring Syria in 2011, political

insecurity caused these sales to dwindle
and local demand to drop.

A slump in oil prices from 2014 com-
pounded this slowdown, leaving thou-
sands of apartments unsold across
Beirut, and forcing some developers to
freeze construction sites. “Some 3,600
unsold apartments exist today in Beirut
alone,” says Guillaume Boudisseau, an
expert at the Ramco real estate consul-
tancy firm. In front of Beirut’s port, a
building dubbed “The Coast” is one of
many luxurious apartment blocks des-
perately looking for buyers.

The tower was completed in 2014,
boasting views over the Mediterranean
and moored cargo ships from its 500-
sq-m apartments. But in the four years
since, just two of its 21 flats have been
sold. “When we started works in 2010,
the context was very different,” said 
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NEW DELHI: Tens of thousands of
hardline Hindu protesters marched in
New Delhi yesterday, calling for a grand
temple to be built on the ruins of a
destroyed mosque in a flashpoint Indian
city. Trident-waving devotees clad in
saffron filled a huge parade ground in
the Indian capital under tight security,
where speakers warned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi they would not let up
until the temple was sanctioned. Some of
Modi’s supporters feel the Hindu nation-
alist leader has not done enough to raise

a shrine at a site in Ayodhya, a city
believed by many to be the birthplace of
the deity Ram.

The site was home to a medieval
mosque for 460 years until Hindu zealots
tore it down in 1992, kicking off riots
across India that left thousands dead,
most of them Muslims. Its future has
been tied up in courts for decades but
some hardliners want Modi, who is seek-
ing reelection in 2019, to push parlia-
ment to guarantee the temple by law.
“The gathering here is telling you that
Hindus won’t sit back until the temple is
built, and our wishes are respected,” said
Champat Rai, the leader of the Vishva
Hindu Parishad (VHP) group that organ-
ized the protest.

Demonstrators chanting “Praise be to
Ram” packed the Ramlila Maidan, a vast
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