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History does not write itself - history is made by
human beings, and not any human being. Only
the distinguished carry in their brains an “ink”

with which they can write history. US President
George HW Bush wrote history and changed the path
of events when the shouters among his people stood
outside the White House demanding “no war” during
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

The people were influenced by the Vietnam War,
but President Bush was the maker of his country’s
glory. He answered those who asked him about peo-
ple’s demands by saying: “If I listened to them,
America will not be the strongest in the world. Power
had its requirements, and it will only have its effect at
the hands of history makers.”

It is our good luck that George Bush Sr was at the
helm of power in America, and King Fahd in Saudi
Arabia. History changed its path and Kuwait’s people
returned to their country with gratitude to those who
stood beside them. The last knight who departed was
President George HW Bush, who Kuwaitis have love
and appreciation for.

The “ink” of history will not dry out from the
brains of the great, and as Bush made history, we wish
that our leaders in liberated Kuwait complete what
started in 1991 - the movement of a new Kuwait. The
movement in which people’s alliances change so jus-
tice and equality become the headline of the new era,
an era HH the Amir started for the sake of a different
Kuwait - Kuwait 2.0 - the dream of Kuwaitis.

A Kuwait in which the alliance of politicians with
merchants ends, and every citizen feels that he is able
to participate in running his country with only his
efforts and knowledge and not in his grandfather’s
name; a Kuwait that is not monopolized by the few of
the few, as if it is a milch cow that pours money in
their pockets like the flying gravel because of the rain;
a Kuwait in which alliances and counter alliances are
banned so that Kuwait is the only comprehensive
alliance.

Then, and only then we will have preserved the gift
Allah granted to us - He sent men who made history
for our sake. Bush Sr passed away recently, the last of
those who made the history of new Kuwait, so that
the era of Kuwait 2.0 starts under the leadership of
new writers of history.
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in my view

By Dr Khalid Ahmad Al-Saleh

KUWAIT: Employers and domestic workers are not suffi-
ciently aware and familiar with the provisions of the Domestic
Employment Act No. 68 of 2015, according to a study
released by the Kuwait Society for Human Rights (KSHR)
yesterday.

The law did not reach the minimum needed level of aware-
ness in its enforcement and application fields 62.2  percent of
the employers who were included in the survey are not aware
that the domestic workers’ law
exist in spite of the fact that more
than three years have passed since
the law was issued. On the other
hand, 71.59  percent of the domes-
tic workers are not aware of it,
says the study released yesterday
and titled ‘Domestic Workers
Rights Between Legislation and
Enforcement through the Law 68
for the Year 2015.’

Moreover, 91.9 percent of the
employers who were included in the
survey admitted that they hold the workers’ passports with them
even when they request to have a law that regulate the work rela-
tionship between them and the workers on one hand, and
between them and the recruitment offices on the other. Holding a
worker’s passport is considered as a violation of the law.

The study also revealed that 86.95 percent of recruitment
office owners see that the law failed to provide a positive con-
nection between recruitment offices and the domestic work-

ers’ department. Meanwhile, 78.25 percent of them think that
the new terms and conditions to issue or renew a work permit
so as to practice their recruitment business are ‘unjust’ and
‘complicated.’

The study also made a number of recommendations
including the call to abolish or reformulate the sponsorship
law - also known as the ‘Kafala system’ - that gives more
powers to the employers and creates unequal positions for

both parties in the working con-
tract.

Furthermore, the study urged
the government to hire profes-
sional bilingual detectives to han-
dle domestic workers’ cases, hire
translators for the main languages
spoken by domestic workers, and
obligate recruitment offices to
hold workshops and seminars
regarding the law for employers
working in the offices.

In addition, the study called
for providing legal proceedings for domestic workers in case
of fake absconding complaints, and have their cases seen by
courts in Kuwait to have a final fair judgment, arguing that
absconding complaints in the current legal system have ‘major
shortfalls.’ The study is part of a major project called ‘Support,’
and it was prepared by the Kuwait Society for Human Rights
in cooperation with the Swiss agency for development and
cooperation (SDC). 

92 percent of employers hold
domestic workers’ passports: Study

62.2  percent of employers unaware of domestic workers’ law
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CRIMES

Social media celebrities questioned over
possible money laundering

KUWAIT: Detectives received several notices to investi-
gate more than 10 accounts belonging to social media
celebrities to determine the source of funds deposited in
the accounts, Al-Jarida reported yesterday quoting sources
who noted that investigation calls were motivated by suspi-
cions of money laundering. The suspected social media
influencers will be sent to the public prosecution in case of
any illegal action. The referral was due to the inflated
accounts of several ‘fashionistas,’ as their balances exceed-
ed millions, said the sources, adding that they must prove
the source of the money which was locally transferred to
them from companies and individuals. If investigations
reveal the existence of money laundering, the accounts will
be frozen and owners will be sent to the prosecution.

Fight

Two unidentified persons attacked two Kuwaiti citizens near
Messila beach following a dispute. Detectives are working to
arrest the two suspects and their accomplice, who was waiting
in a car, Al-Rai reported. A security source said the incident
took place in Messila when the attackers almost ran over the
citizens, then a fight broke out. The two suspects then got out of
the car with two swords and attacked the citizens - one of them
suffered a deep wound in his arm, muscles and tendons, while
the second was injured in the tendons of his left hand and broke
his fingers. A complaint was lodged at Adan police station.

Environmental violation

Six people, three citizens and three Asians, were sent to
the Environment Public Authority (EPA) after they were
caught uprooting saxaul plants from the desert and threat-
ening wildlife. The fine for each person may reach KD 250
in case of settlement with the EPA, and in case of repeat
offenses, the fine may reach KD 5,000 in court, Al-Rai
reported yesterday

Cleaner insulted

Criminal detectives are looking for a citizen who beat,
filmed and insulted a cleaning worker after accusing him
of theft. A video clip went viral showing a man attacking
the worker, accusing him of theft, but the worker denied
the accusations. Meanwhile, detectives were able to
identify the attacker and he will be arrested and ques-
tioned, reported Al-Rai.

98,888 housing
welfare applications
by November end
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The total number of housing welfare applications
filed till the end of November was 98,888, said the official
spokesperson of the Public Authority for Housing Welfare
Ibrahim Al-Nashi at a press conference, noting that 2,778 of
the applicants had disability priority. Nashi added that 8,326
applications were made for houses in South Sabah Al-

Ahmad residential city project till the end of 2017. Nashi
said 43.6 percent of Mutlaa city roads have been laid, which
is ahead of the 35.2 percent specified in the contract for the
same period. He also noted that 11.84 percent of the infra-
structure needed for 4,999 plots in blocks 1 and 4 of Mutlaa
city have been completed compared to 10.66 specified in
the project’s contract. Nashi said 69.24 percent of the total
of 520 apartments in Jaber Al-Ahmad City have been com-
pleted compared to 63.32 percent specified in the project’s
contract for the same period. 

Mapping system
Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan

approved a ‘mapping’ system to compare economic activi-
ties in Kuwait to those in other Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states with the aim of unifying statistical data at gov-

ernment bodies following the UN’s related statistics. The
resolution urged relevant government bodies to issue lists of
the activities subject to their respective control as well as the
regulations and description of each activity. 

Interest-free loans 
MP Safa Al-Hashem yesterday congratulated the Kuwaiti

people in a tweet, announcing that the government approved
granting retired citizens interest-free loans equal to 10
months of their pension, adding that the government had
also approved the early retirement law equally for both male
and female citizens. “Good news! The government has
agreed to grant retirees interest-free loans equal to 10
months of their pension,” she tweeted, noting that the move
was nice and that its application would be even nicer. “The
Kuwaiti people deserve this,” she stressed. 

No injuries in
vehicle fire on
Sixth Ring Road
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A vehicle caught fire on Sixth Ring Road near
Industrial Jahra yesterday, prompting occupational Jahra fire
station to respond and put out the blaze. No injuries were
reported. A case was filed to investigate the cause of the fire.

Vehicle auction
The traffic department announced the sale of several

motorcycles and ATVs at the vehicle impounding depart-
ment (Kuwait Gulf Link Company) in Dajeej. It announced
the vehicles’ plate numbers and owners’ names in newspa-
pers, radio and TV on Tuesday, Oct 23, and asked them to
refer to the committee. The sale of the vehicles will be in
an auction at 4 pm on Wednesday, Dec 12. 

Kuwaiti army
launches blood
donation drive
KUWAIT: Chief of the Kuwaiti Army General Staff Lt
Gen Mohmmad Al-Khuder said yesterday that the army
has commenced a blood donation campaign just out of
its patriotic and humanitarian role. The initiative, which
runs until December 16, is mainly intended to answer
the country’s national blood needs, and to provide all
types of help and support to different ministries and
state agencies, the Kuwaiti general said while partaking
in the campaign. Meanwhile, Director of the Defense
Ministry’s Moral Guidance and Public Relations
Department Brig Khaled Al-Jeteili said in a statement
that the largest-of-its-kind campaign covers all army
units. By doing so, the Kuwaiti army seeks to provide

all local hospitals and medical centers with all neces-
sary blood needs, he added. —KUNA

Amendments eyed
to lure citizens into
private sector
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Yousif Al-Fadhalah announced that the private labor
law’s amendments concerning indemnity and adjusting article 70 of
law 85/2019 concerning official leaves will be discussed in a parlia-
mentary session on Jan 8, before preparing a report by the parlia-
mentary health committee. Fadhalah added that the adjustments
target resolving problems that had been making citizens reluctant
to work for the private sector. 

Subsidized goods
Official documents issued by the Ministry of Commerce and

Industry (MoCI) show that most citizens are satisfied with subsi-

dized goods and construction material the ministry provides. A
recent survey by MoCI showed that 87 percent of the participants
(221 citizens) were fully satisfied with the subsidized construction
material, 70 percent of them thought the procedures followed were
simple and easy, 64 percent thought some of the items were more
than needed and requested swapping them with other materials
and 72 percent of the participants thought the supplying compa-
nies fully cooperate with citizens, while 75 percent thought the
materials’ quantity was insufficient. 

Undersecretaries’ reshuffle
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Lt Gen Sheikh

Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah issued limited transfer resolutions for
some assistant undersecretaries including transferring the assistant
undersecretary for citizenship and residency affairs Maj Gen Faisal
Al-Nawaf to be appointed assistant undersecretary for general
security affairs. The resolution also included transferring assistant
undersecretary for administrative affairs Maj Gen Talal Maarafi to
be appointed as assistant undersecretary for citizenship and resi-
dency affairs. The minister also referred major generals Ibrahim Al-
Tarrah and Ali Madhi to retirement on their request and promoted
them to the rank of retired lieutenant general. 

Unlawful payment
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor’s assistant under-

secretary for financial and administrative affairs Hamad Al-
Enezi stressed that the malfunction in the social aid system
in 2016 allowed undeserving individuals to join the citizens
unlawfully receiving social aid allowances of a total value
of KD 30 million so far. Enezi added that a specialized sys-
tems solutions company has been hired to provide the
social care department with the latest systems for KD
244,000, noting that the one-year contract includes build-
ing the system and maintaining it for a year, plus training
ministry employees on using it. 

Farwaniya Hospital fight
Farwaniya Hospital Manager Dr Ref’ah Al-Rasheedi said

those involved in a fight in the hospital’s casualty depart-
ment yesterday were referred to relevant authorities.
Commenting on a video circulated on social media showing
citizens fighting in the hospital, Rasheedi explained that the
fight had started outside the hospital and that the fighting
parties resumed their fight in the casualty department
before they were all controlled by relevant authorities. 


