
RIO DE JANEIRO: Several women have come
forward in Brazil to accuse an internationally
known self-proclaimed spiritual healer of sexu-
ally abusing them under pretext of trying to
“cure” them of depression or other problems.
The allegations against Joao Teixeira de Faria,
76, better known as “Joao de Deus” (“Joao of
God”) were made late Friday on a program on
the widely viewed Globo Television network.

A Dutch choreographer identified as Zahira
Leeneke Maus and nine Brazilian women who
remained anonymous accused Faria.  Maus also
told the program that Faria had raped her. The
associated O Globo newspaper later reported
that it had spoken to two other women who gave
similar accounts of sexual abuse by Faria, bring-

ing the total to a dozen. All the women said they
were aged in their 30s when the alleged acts
took place between 2010 and early this year in
Faria’s “spiritual  hospital” in the town of
Abadiania, close to the capital Brasilia.

A vehement denial 
Globo’s G1 news website cited a statement

from Faria’s press service saying he had used his
powers to treat thousands of people over the
past 44 years and “he vehemently rejects (alle-
gations of) any improper practice during his
treatments.” Faria’s reputation reaches far
beyond Brazil, with followers in the United
States, Europe and Australia. Oprah Winfrey, the
US television celebrity and producer, visited
Faria in 2013 to look into his “miracles.” Several
media outlets have done critical investigations
into Faria’s claims of healing, and some uncov-
ered previous allegations of sexual abuse and
other improprieties for which Faria has never
been prosecuted. The fresh allegations aired by
Globo come amid a global reckoning of alleged
sexual misconduct by powerful men against
women under the #MeToo campaign. —AFP
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HONG KONG: Dora Lai, Cathay Pacific Flight Attendants Union leader and a cabin manager, poses during an interview with AFP in Hong Kong. Immaculate-looking flight attendants who appear unruffled by the demands of a life spent in
the air are part of the slick image sold by carriers-but Hong Kong-based workers are increasingly hitting back against sexual harassment.  —AFP

HONG KONG: Immaculate-looking flight attendants who
appear unruffled by the demands of a life spent in the air are part
of the slick image sold by carriers-but Hong Kong-based work-
ers are increasingly hitting back against sexual harassment.
Female cabin crew told AFP of how they had been harassed by
not only passengers but also other airline staff. While they say
carriers have made some steps in the right direction, they argue
airlines still lag far behind in the #MeToo era.

Venus Fung, whose experiences drove her to join and lead
the Cabin Attendants Union of Hong Kong, says airlines must
teach workers on how to deal with harassment. Fung, 29, said
the issue was never raised in her company training. The Hong
Kong-based attendant told AFP she had been physically picked
up by a pilot who touched her chest, waist and bottom, com-
menting she had a nice body, when she was new to the job
more than two years ago. “At that moment I was really angry,
but I was mostly also panicking and afraid. My mind went com-
pletely blank-I had no idea what to do or how to react,” said
Fung, who works for a European airline which she did not want
to identify for fear of recrimination. The cabin manager who
witnessed the incident did not intervene, Fung added, instead
threatening to report her for wearing a skirt that was “too
tight”. As a result Fung stopped wearing skirts at work for
more than a year, opting for trousers instead.

She has since been training colleagues on how to report sexu-
al harassment and seek help, but said long-term cultural changes
are needed. “When a flight attendant comes out it looks very fan-

cy with the uniform, heels and makeup. There are fantasies
around this industry and it’s hard to change public perception but
it absolutely cannot be an excuse for bad behavior,” Fung said,
calling for an awareness-raising campaign. “Education is key to
changing people’s attitudes. It’s difficult to carry out overnight, it
takes time, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t do these things.”
The airline did not respond to requests by AFP for comment.

Bikini backlash 
The complaints from attendants like Fung come as demands

for change grow worldwide. The US-based Association of Flight
Attendants last year called on American airlines to “renounce the
past objectification of flight attendants”. Vietnamese budget car-
rier VietJet, which has staffed some of its inaugural flights with
bikini-clad attendants and publishes a calendar featuring scanti-
ly-dressed models posing on planes, has sparked criticism for its
marketing ploys. 

Owned by Vietnam’s only female billionaire, the airline had to
apologize for sending lingerie models to join the country’s
under-23 football squad on a flight home in January after a social
media outcry. Some airline staff in Hong Kong told AFP the per-
ceived glamour attracted many women to the job-there are pop-
ular makeup tutorials on YouTube by flight attendants from
Dubai-based airline Emirates on how to achieve their look.

But others say some of the industry’s grooming standards are
outdated. Staff at Hong Kong flag carrier Cathay Pacific must
wear eyeshadow, lipstick and nail polish in specifically approved

shades and check it at regular intervals, according to an official
handbook. Male staff are also under scrutiny-banned from wear-
ing make-up but told they must “maintain a clear complexion at
all times”. Cathay’s cabin crew representatives say they will push
to make nail polish optional in talks with the company next year.

The airline announced in March it would introduce a trouser
option for female attendants, ending a 70-year skirt rule. But
Dora Lai, Cathay Pacific Flight Attendants Union leader and a
cabin manager, said that while the move was a step toward gen-
der equality, it would do little to end sexual harassment without a
shift in public and staff awareness. Lai said many airline adver-
tisements deployed beautiful women to sell the industry’s “sex
appeal”, rather than the practical skills of the job. “We are there
to provide a service and to bring our passengers safely from
point A to point B,” she said.

Zero tolerance
Despite Cathay launching an online course with a special

section on sexual harassment for Hong Kong cabin staff in
March, the union says some in-flight managers continue to dis-
trust staff who report cases. A Cathay attendant who did not
want to be identified told AFP her in-flight manager had been
reluctant to warn a passenger who had patted her head and
back repeatedly, which she described as “humiliating”. “I felt
angry and sad. I was the concerned party, not just relaying the
incident... And after telling him, the supervisor was still not sup-
portive,” she said.

Cathay Pacific told AFP it provided training to all staff on the
“prevention and elimination of discrimination and harassment in
the workplace”. But attendant Michelle Choi said the company
needed to go further to support staff in taking immediate action,
from giving warnings to asking passengers to apologize, or in
some cases reporting to police. “We want flight attendants to
know what they can do instead of feeling embarrassed about
reporting the case, and in the end making excuses to tolerate
these acts as many used to do before,” she said.—AFP

Sexual harassment in the sky
Hong Kong flight attendants fight back

HONG KONG: Photo shows Cathay Pacific Airways passenger
jets on the tarmac at Hong Kong’s international airport. —AFP

The Land of Noah: 
Armenia’s history, 
culture, tradition
YEREVAN: Armenia yesterday holds snap parliamentary
polls that were sparked by reformist Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan last month. Here are points on the culture and his-
tory of the tiny landlocked mountainous nation located in
the South Caucasus.

Biblical Land 
Armenia, which in the fourth century became the first

country in the world to officially embrace Christianity, is an
ancient biblical land where the Book of Genesis says Noah’s
Ark came to rest on Mount Ararat after the Great Deluge.
Now inside Turkey, Mount Ararat is regarded by Armenians
as a national symbol and features on the country’s coat of
arms and banknotes. The Bible was translated into Armenian
in the fifth century by Saint Mesrop Mashtots, the creator of
the distinctive Armenian alphabet.

Great Crime 
When World War I broke out in 1914, Armenia - which

for most of its history has been occupied by foreign pow-
ers - was divided between the Ottoman and Russian
Empires. During the war, Ottomans massacred and deport-
ed more than 1.5 million Armenians in what has become the

most tragic event in the history of the Armenian people,
which they call Meds Yeghern, or the Great Crime. Up to
this day, Armenia and Turkey are locked in a bitter diplo-
matic batt le over whether the massacres should be
described as “genocide”.

UNESCO treasures
Armenia’s preeminent cultural institution, the

Matenadaran museum, is a repository of the country’s
national treasure — the vast collection of ancient manu-
scripts that cover almost every sphere of Armenia’s ancient
and medieval science and culture. In recognition of its uni-
versal significance, the collection - one of the world’s richest
- was inscribed on UNESCO’s Memory of the World
Register in 1997. The collection includes more than 17,000
manuscripts, books and 30,000 other documents, that
embrace a wide range of subjects such as theology, philoso-
phy, history, medicine, literature, art history, and cosmogra-
phy in Armenian and many other languages.

Duduk 
A symbol of Armenian national identity, the duduk oboe is

a double-reed wind instrument whose roots go back to the
times of the Armenian king Tigran the Great (95-55 BC).
Made from the wood of an apricot tree, the Armenian duduk
is distinctive in construction and performance technique and
characterized by a warm and soft timbre. Duduk music
accompanies popular Armenian traditional songs and dances
and is played at social events such as weddings, anniver-
saries, and funerals. In 2005, UNESCO proclaimed it a
Masterpiece of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity. —AFP
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