
Soviet dissident 
Alexeyeva dies 
MOSCOW: Lyudmila Alexeyeva, a
Soviet-era dissident who became a sym-
bol of resistance in modern-day Russia as
a leading rights activist, died after a long
illness at the age of 91 in Moscow on
Saturday. In an extraordinary career
emblematic of the country’s turbulent his-
tory, she tirelessly defended human rights
in the USSR from the 1950s, and contin-
ued to do so in strongman leader Vladimir
Putin’s Russia.

“This is a huge loss for the entire
human rights movement in Russia,”
Mikhail Fedotov, head of the Kremlin
Human Rights Council, said in a statement.
Alexeyeva died at about 1630 GMT
Saturday in a Moscow hospital, he added.
“It was not the first time that she was in
this hospital, doctors had already revived
her several times in the most difficult of
situations. But there are situations in
which doctors can do nothing,” he added.

“She had been struggling with illness
recently, but her mind was always stronger
than her body and far stronger than any
disease.” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said Putin, of whom Alexeyeva was
a strong critic, had sent a message of con-
dolences to her family. The president
“greatly appreciates Lyudmila Alexeyeva’s
contribution to the development of civil
society in Russia and had great respect for
her point of view on several issues con-
cerning the life of the country,” Russian
news agencies quoted Peskov as saying.

Alexeyeva had been the leader of the

Moscow Helsinki Group, one of Russia’s
oldest human rights organisations which
she helped found in 1976. The group
lamented the loss of a “legendary, wise
and humane person who remained a
defender of human rights until the last
moments of her life”.  Russia’s rights
ombudswoman Tatiana Moskalkova also
mourned Alexeyeva. “For those who have
appreciated democracy in the past, for
those who appreciate it now, and those
who will  appreciate it in the future,
Lyudmila Mikhaylovna has always been
and will always be a symbol of honesty
and the uncompromising struggle for
human rights,” Moskalkova told the
Interfax news agency.

Fighting for dissidents
Alexeyeva, who trained as an archeolo-

gist, said that like many Soviet citizens she
cried when the Josef Stalin died in 1953.
Her economist father and mathematician
mother were both Communists who vener-
ated Lenin. But she lost confidence in the
Soviet system when Stalin’s crimes were
revealed by new leader Nikita Khrushchev.
In the late 1950s, her apartment became a
meeting place for the Soviet dissident
intelligentsia, and a point for storing and
distributing banned publications.

She campaigned against trials for dissi-
dents, losing her job as a science publisher
and enduring numerous searches and
interrogations at the hands of the KGB.
With her security under threat, she left the
USSR in 1977 to live in the United States,
continuing her fight from afar through her
writing. She returned to Russia in 1993
with liberals hopeful of a new era after the
Soviet Union’s collapse under President
Boris Yeltsin. But Yeltsin’s presidency col-

lapsed into economic chaos and the horror
of the first Chechen war, followed by a
new clampdown on civil society after
Putin took over in 2000.

Putin era 
Alexeyeva’s job was not done. After

protests in the winter of 2011-2012
spawned hopes of a new beginning, the
Kremlin responded with restrictions on
non-governmental organizations.
Alexeyeva refused to register the Moscow
Helsinki Group as a “foreign agent” as
required by a new law, instead cutting
staff and foreign funding to get around the
measure. She slammed Moscow’s seizure
of the Crimea peninsula from Ukraine in
2014 for “bringing shame on my country”. 

The following year, she denounced the
“awful political killing” of opposition
leader Boris Nemtsov.

She also tried to shed light on the fate of
accountant Sergei Magnitsky, who died in
prison after accusing Russian officials of
tax fraud, and denounced the imprisonment
of anti-Kremlin tycoon Mikhail
Khodorkovsky. On Alexeyeva’s 90th birth-
day, Putin gave her a state award for “out-
standing achievements in the protection of
human rights, and praised her “courage”.
The European Parliament in 2009 awarded
Alexeyeva the prestigious Sakharov Prize
for defenders of human thought, along with
the Memorial human rights group. “If I save
even one person, it’s already a true joy,” she
said at the time.—AFP 
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Morocco seizes more 
than a ton of cocaine
RABAT: Moroccan authorities said they had seized
more than a ton of cocaine and detained seven
people suspected of smuggling the narcotic from
South America to Europe. The Central Bureau of
Judicial Investigation said the cocaine was found in
a truck along with two dinghies near the port city
of El Jadida, according to a statement carried by
the official MAP news agency. Seven Moroccan cit-
izens were arrested “for their alleged links to a
transnational criminal network involved in the inter-
national trafficking of cocaine between Morocco,
Latin America and Europe”.

The authorities said initial information suggested
the drugs had been shipped over from South
America on a commercial vessel before being
transferred onto a smaller fishing boat and brought
ashore in Morocco. Cocaine traffickers have devel-
oped new routes to Europe over the past decade.
The drug is mostly sent from Central America via
West African countries and more recently through
North Africa, according to the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime. In recent years, the
Moroccan authorities have reported increasing
cocaine seizures, including a record 2.5-tonne haul
in October last year.—AFP 

NEW YORK: From documents under seal and accom-
plices with colorful nicknames to suspicions about his
wife and surreal details about his high-flying lifestyle,
the first month of the US trial of Mexican drug kingpin
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman has been loaded with
twists and turns. Here are a few key moments and news
notes from the proceedings in a federal courtroom in
Brooklyn, where the alleged Sinaloa cartel co-founder
is facing 11 trafficking, firearms and money laundering
charges. The trial, which began on November 5 with
jury selection, is expected to last four months. He
stands accused of smuggling more than 155 tons of
cocaine into the United States over a period of 25
years. If convicted, the 61-year-old Guzman could
spend the rest of his life behind bars in a maximum
security US prison.

Documents under seal
Most of the trial documents have been kept under

wraps: they are classified. Neither the media nor the
public can access the motions or communications
between the two sides and Judge Brian Cogan.
Prosecutors have justified the move by citing the secu-
rity of the witnesses, who could be targets for payback
doled out by El Chapo’s inner circle. They have asked
the defense team’s cross-examinations to be limited in
scope, especially in terms of alleged kickbacks paid to

the cartel by two former Mexican presidents. Cogan
has so far accepted most of the prosecution’s requests,
and rejected news media pleas for better access to the
documents.

Wife under fire
El Chapo’s wife, 29-year-old former beauty queen

Emma Coronel, has been a star of the trial so far. She
sits in the public gallery each day, smiling at her hus-
band and bringing him fresh suits to wear. Coronel’s
body-hugging wardrobe and stilettos have raised eye-
brows. Prosecutors are certainly watching her. Since
Guzman’s extradition to the United States in January
2017, she has been barred from visiting him and cannot
speak to him on the telephone. Only attorneys are
allowed to use telephones in the courthouse. Federal
attorneys cried foul when it emerged that despite those
bans, she allegedly used the cell phone of one of
Guzman’s attorneys in a courthouse cafeteria last
month. Prosecutors said she could have used it to talk
to her husband, though he is not believed to have
access to a phone. Cogan downplayed the incident, and
accepted explanations that she was using the phone for
translation purposes.

Patron ‘saint’ of traffickers 
Attorneys for El Chapo said a mysterious statue of

Jesus Malverde - the so-called patron saint of drug
traffickers, a gangster born in 1870 in Guzman’s home
state of Sinaloa who gave his ill-gotten gains to the
poor — appeared in the room next to their workroom.
A few days later, it  was gone. “Where is Jesus
Malverde?” tweeted Eduardo Balarezo, Guzman’s
showy lawyer.

Nicknames galore 
There must be an unspoken rule that drug traffick-

ers and their associates must have nicknames. In a
month of hearings, each one mentioned in court had a
more colorful moniker. Guzman, of course, is El
Chapo, or “Shorty.” He also goes by “Speedy” for his
ability to get cocaine into the United States quickly.
Another of his nicknames is “The Architect,” for
dreaming up the networks of tunnels under the US-
Mexico border that allowed him to get narcotics into
the United States with ease.

Guzman’s brother is called “El Pollo”, or “The
Chicken.” The brother of his main associate within the
Sinaloa cartel - now a key witness for the prosecution
- is called The King. 

Guzman’s Colombian cocaine source? El Chupeta,
or Lollipop. His pilot and manager of his dealings in
Mexico? Fatty. His right-hand man? The Graduate,
because he went to college. Traffickers also use

coded communications: “girls” means airplanes;
“wine” is fuel for those planes; “shirts” means
cocaine; “documents” means money, one witness —
“Fatty,” whose real name is Miguel Angel Martinez,
said in a deposition.

Agent provocateur 
Balarezo, El Chapo’s lead attorney, willingly stokes

the fires of controversy.  On the stand, one witness
explained that a certain song was a favorite of El
Chapo, and when he heard it from his prison cell, he
understood that El Chapo’s associates would try to kill
him that night. What did Balarezo do? He tweeted a
link to the song. Prosecutors said the tweet was a
threat to witnesses and jurors alike.

Balarezo has also taunted two former Mexican
presidents: Enrique Pena Nieto, who just left office,
and his predecessor Felipe Calderon. “Tick tock,” he
said on Twitter — an apparent hint that news about
bribes they allegedly took from drug cartels could
be ment ioned at  tr ia l , and fol lowed up on by
Mexican authorities. Twice during the trial so far,
prosecutors have shown the court what several kilos
of cocaine look like, for emphasis. The second time,
Balarezo picked it up. When prosecutors asked him
to wear gloves, he shot back: “Right now, I need a
pick-me-up.”—AFP 

Guzman’s trial loaded with twists and turns

Secrets, threats, controversy: 
Month One of El Chapo’s trial

They survived the 
Holocaust. Must they 
go back into hiding?
NEW YORK: They survived the Europe of the
Holocaust. But a recent rise in anti-Semitic acts in the
United States has rekindled old fears: Should they
again go into hiding, or should they instead reach out
to share their experiences? Nearly all of them were
children or adolescents in the early 1940s. They
remember having their youth stolen from them — by
fear, by desperate flight, by separation from relatives,
and in some cases by the Nazi death camps. If there
was one country where they felt they were safe, it was
the United States, where many of them have now lived
for decades.

They have, to be sure, heard the occasional anti-
Semitic slight or perhaps seen a swastika daubed on a
wall, but still they felt safe - an all-important word for
them.  Now, however, these survivors - several of
whom came together in the Oheb Shalom synagogue in
an affluent New Jersey suburb to celebrate Hanukkah
and to mark International Holocaust Survivors Night -
are deeply worried: Anti-Semitic acts in the US soared
last year by 37 percent, according to FBI statistics.

The October 27 slaughter at a synagogue in
Pittsburgh, where a white nationalist has been charged
with gunning down 11 mostly elderly Jews as they wor-
shiped, greatly heightened those fears. “A crazy man
listened to Trump,” said David Lefkovic, 89, referring
to the Pittsburgh shooter. As an adolescent in south-
western France during World War II, he was saved only
by his blond hair from being snatched up in a round-
up of Jews. Trump “calls anybody that he doesn’t like
‘weak’ — that’s exactly Nazi language,” said Adela
Dubovy, who, as a 6-year-old, survived the notorious
Theresienstadt concentration camp. “You’re weak,
you’re to be destroyed.”

‘It can happen again’ 
“Before, they were hiding,” Lefkovic said of

America’s anti-Semites. “It’s now out in the open that
it’s okay to pick on the Jews all over again,” said Hanna

Keselman, who was born in Germany in 1930 and spent
much of the war in France and Italy. 

The anti-Semites “are very strong, even in col-
leges,” said Roman Kent, who survived life in camps
including Auschwitz. “They should have people that
are more intelligent.” In recent weeks, anti-Semitic
acts have taken place on the campuses of some of
America’s most prestigious universities, including
Columbia and Cornell in New York state and Duke in
North Carolina.  Of the Pittsburgh massacre, said Kent,
who took part in negotiations with Germany over com-
pensation to be paid to Jews, “I’m afraid that it can
happen again, and it will happen again.” 

‘I don’t want to live that way’
Adela Dubovy said she has four grandchildren at

various universities.  She said she lives in a retirement
home — a “bubble” that insulates her to some extent.
But she admits to being “scared.” “Now I don’t wear

my Star of David. I tell my grandkids: Don’t wear your
kippah (yarmulke) in the street - you don’t want to be
attacked.” “I understand” the urge to be discreet, said
Keselman, “but I would not tell my grandchildren that.”
“I don’t want to live that way anymore... I did it.
Enough of that.”

When she traveled back to Italy, where her father
was arrested and then killed, “I purposely wore a
Jewish Star of David. I felt, ‘This is me back, and I feel
safe here.’” Today, said the soft-spoken 88-year-old, “I
want to live free and open with everyone.” Keselman, a
painter, is not fond of public speaking but she forces
herself to meet with young people to keep alive the
haunting memories that some people feel will be lost
forever when the final survivors die. Roman Kent says
he regrets that too few members of younger Jewish
generations have picked up the torch. “If they would,
then there would not be 60 or 70 percent that don’t
know the word Holocaust,” he said. —AFP

MOSCOW: In this file photo, Russian human-rights activist Lyudmila Alexeyeva
gestures while speaking to the media in Moscow, on the first anniversary of the
death of lawyer Sergei Magnitsky’s death.  —AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks during a Hanukkah reception with Holocaust survivors in the
East Room of the White House.  —AFP

Armenia votes in 
polls to cement 
reform drive

YEREVAN: Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan is
about to cast his ballot during early parliamentary elec-
tions in Yerevan yesterday. —AFP

YEREVAN: Armenians yesterday were voting in par-
liamentary elections triggered years ahead of schedule
by reformist leader Nikol Pashinyan, who is aiming to
cement his political authority in the post-Soviet country.
The 43-year-old former journalist became prime minis-
ter in May after spearheading weeks of peaceful anti-
government rallies that ousted veteran leader Serzh
Sarkisian. He has pledged to root out endemic corrup-
tion and address widespread poverty, earning him sup-
porters in the impoverished landlocked nation of about
three million people. However Pashinyan’s reform drive
was stalled for months by opposition from Sarkisian’s
ruling party which dominated the National Assembly
until his calculated resignation triggered parliament’s
dissolution last month. 

“After the elections, we will be developing Armenian
democracy and make an economic revolution happen,”
Pashinyan told journalists after casting his ballot, pledg-
ing to “hold free, fair, and transparent elections.” At a
polling station in central Yerevan voters expressed opti-
mism about the political change promised by Pashinyan
and venting their anger at former corrupt officials.
“Thanks to the revolution, we will finally have fair elec-
tions,” 72-year-old pensioner Parzik Avetisyan told AFP.
“I voted for the positive change promised by Nikol
(Pashinyan),” he added. 

Another voter, 52-year-old painter Garnik Arakelyan,
said: “I want all those corrupt officials who for many
years were robbing and humiliating people to be jailed.”
Turnout was 7.7 percent at 11am (0700 GMT), three
hours after polls opened. —AFP


