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Celtics make history with Bulls
Lakers use long ball to crush Grizzlies by 23 

LOS ANGELES:  Boban Marjanovic #51 of the LA Clippers shoots the ball against the Miami Heat on Saturday at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

CHICAGO: Daniel Theis scored a career-high 22 points,
and the Boston Celtics opened the game with 17 consecu-
tive points while rolling to an easy 133-77 victory over
the host Chicago Bulls on Saturday night. It was the
Celtics’ largest margin of victory in franchise history.
Jaylen Brown scored a team-best 23 points off the bench,
and Jayson Tatum made all four 3-point attempts while
scoring 18 points as the Celtics won their season-best
fifth straight contest. Terry Rozier added 15 points, Kyrie
Irving and Semi Ojeleye each scored 13 and Marcus
Morris tallied 12 for Boston. Shaquille Harrison scored a
career-best 20 points, Zach LaVine added 11 and
Cameron Payne had 10 for the Bulls, who have lost eight
of their last nine. The franchise-worst 56-point defeat
occurred in Jim Boylen’s third game as coach after replac-
ing the fired Fred Hoiberg. Boston was 22 of 43 from 3-
point range as Brown, Ojeleye and Rozier each knocked
down three. The Celtics shot 53.8 percent overall.

HEAT 121, CLIPPERS 98
Dwyane Wade scored 25 points in his 1,000th career

game and Justise Winslow added 21 as short-handed
Miami used a huge fourth-quarter run on the second
night of back-to-back games on the road to earn a victo-
ry over Los Angeles. The Heat played with eight players
for most of the game after guard Tyler Johnson left in the
first quarter and did not return because of a left hip con-
tusion. Guard Josh Richardson was a late scratch with a
shoulder impingement. Tobias Harris scored 20 points as
the Clippers failed to move back into sole possession of
the top spot in the Western Conference. Lou Williams
added 18 off the bench for Los Angeles, as its NBA-best

nine-game home winning streak came to an end.

MAVERICKS 107, ROCKETS 104
Rookie forward Luka Doncic authored a late-game

comeback with an individual scoring surge, and Dallas
extended its home-court winning streak to nine games
with a victory over Houston. Doncic finished with 21
points and seven rebounds, scoring 11 consecutive points
down the stretch after the Rockets secured their largest
lead of the game at 102-94. Doncic converted all three of
his 3-point attempts plus a driving layup during the out-
burst, his final trey providing the Mavericks the lead for
good at 105-102 with 57.5 seconds remaining. Rookie
point guard Jalen Brunson, making his second career start
in place of injured guard Dennis Smith Jr. (wrist), added a
late layup while producing 14 points, three assists and
three steals.

LAKERS 111, GRIZZLIES 88
LeBron James scored 20 points, and Josh Hart and

Kentavious Caldwell-Pope each made four 3-pointers as
Los Angeles built a big lead early and cruised to a road
victory over Memphis. James finished with eight
rebounds, nine assists and a thunderous third-period
dunk that halted any hopes the Grizzlies might have had
about making a big comeback. The Lakers connected on
16 3-pointers.

HAWKS 106, NUGGETS 98
John Collins scored a career-high 30 points and

helped Atlanta break its four-game losing streak by
defeating visiting Denver. Collins was 12-for-20 from the

field, including three 3-pointers, and added 12 rebounds
and five assists. Atlanta’s DeAndre’ Bembry also con-
tributed 18 points and five assists, while Vince Carter
added 13 points, including three 3-pointers. Dewayne
Dedmon added 11 rebounds.

The Nuggets were led by center Nikola Jokic, who
had 24 points, 11 rebounds and seven assists. Denver also
got 17 points and 10 rebounds from Juancho
Hernangomez, and Malik Beasley came off the bench to
scored 19 points.

NETS 112, KNICKS 104
Reserve Spencer Dinwiddie scored 17 of his 25 points

after halftime as Brooklyn ended a dubious road losing
streak with a victory over New York. Dinwiddie con-
stantly reached the rim unimpeded and shot 10-for-17
from the field. His latest productive outing helped the
Nets get a road win on the second night of a back-to-
back, ending a 33-game skid in that department that tied
an NBA record and dated back to Dec. 21, 2015, at
Chicago. Rondae Hollis-Jefferson scored 20 points, and
his second 20-point game of the season helped the Nets
get consecutive wins for the first time since winning at
Phoenix and Denver on Nov. 6 and Nov. 9. He also pro-
vided several key defensive plays, including a block on
Allonzo Trier’s layup attempt with 35 seconds left to pre-
serve a six-point lead.

PACERS 107, KINGS 97
Doug McDermott thwarted two Sacramento chal-

lenges in the fourth quarter with 3-pointers, and host
Indiana finished with the most energy between two teams

playing the second night of back-to-backs to earn a vic-
tory. Thaddeus Young had a game-high-tying 20 points
to lead seven players in double figures for the Pacers,
who backed up Friday’s 112-90 romp at Orlando with a
third straight win. Buddy Hield equaled Young’s point
total with 20 for the Kings, whose three-game winning
streak came to an end, one that included a 129-110 tri-
umph at Cleveland on Friday.

CAVALIERS 116, WIZARDS 101
Collin Sexton scored 29 points, Tristan Thompson had

23 points and 19 rebounds and Cleveland routed visiting
Washington. Alec Burks scored 14 points for the
Cavaliers, who were playing the second of back-to-
backs. Bradley Beal scored 27 points, reserve Jeff Green
had 17 and Otto Porter Jr. added 15 for the Wizards, who
had won three straight. John Wall returned after missing
Wednesday’s game in Atlanta for personal reasons. He
went 0-for-5 from the field and scored one point in 26
minutes.

TRAIL BLAZERS 113, TIMBERWOLVES 105
Damian Lillard scored 28 points, grabbed eight

rebounds and dished out six assists as Portland downed
visiting Minnesota. Jusuf Nurkic contributed 22 points, 11
rebounds, four blocks, four assists and three steals as the
Trail Blazers, who scored the final 10 points after trailing
105-103, won their second straight game. Andrew
Wiggins scored 20 points, Karl-Anthony Towns collected
19 points and 10 rebounds and Derrick Rose added 18
points and nine assists for the Timberwolves, who had
won nine of their previous 12 outings.— Reuters

ATLANTA: Atlanta United won the Major League Soccer
title in its second season of existence, defeating the
Portland Timbers 2-0 in the MLS Cup final on Saturday.
Atlanta’s MLS Most Valuable Player Josef Martinez led the
way in front of a league-record crowd of 73,019 at
Mercedes Benz Stadium, opening the scoring in the 39th
minute with his 35th goal of the 2018 campaign.

Argentine defender Franco Escobar doubled the score
in the 54th minute as Atlanta made coach Gerardo “Tata”

Martino’s last match at the helm a victory before he
departs to take over as coach of Mexico.

“If I had to choose a way to leave somewhere, this is
the best way,” a beaming Martino said. “We won it, it feels
good,” added Martino, who endured bitter Copa America
disappointments with Argentina in 2015 and 16.

Atlanta pressed from the beginning. Martinez was sent
tumbling by a challenge from Larrys Mabiala in the penal-
ty area but play was waved on and VAR backed up the
call. Atlanta’s Miguel Almiron had a clear chance in the
29th minute from a cross from Greg Garza but Portland
goalkeeper Jeff Attinella dived right to swat the shot away.

Ten minutes later Atlanta seized the lead as a sliding
Michael Parkhurst sent the ball toward the penalty area
and Martinez beat Liam Ridgewell at the top of the box
then rounded Attinella to slot the ball into an empty net.

Four minutes later Atlanta keeper Brad Guzan denied
Portland’s first real chance, set up by Sebastian Blanco’s
cross to Jeremy Ebobisse. Ebobisse’s close-range header

was pushed away by Guzan to keep it 1-0 at the interval.
The Timbers pushed forward early in the second half,

but found themselves 2-0 down after 54 minutes. Martinez
won a free kick, then appeared at the near post to flick on
Almiron’s service into the path of Franco Escobar, who
fired into the bottom corner.

The contest boasted a distinctly South American flavor.
Martino’s opposite number at Portland was former
Venezuelan international Giovanni Savarese. Atlanta’s
squad featured eight players from South American and
Portland’s nine.

Savarese said he was proud of his side. “It was not just
Josef Martinez’s game, it was a good game for his team, it
was also a good game for us, I think everyone in the stadi-
um has seen a good match today,” Savarese said.

“I would not change anything, I think we did a good
job, I think we did not have the fortune to score at the
right moments, I think our second half was fantastic, we
fought a lot to try to achieve the result we wanted.”—AFP

Atlanta beat 
Portland 2-0 to
win MLS Cup

ATLANTA:  Josef Martinez #7 of Atlanta United cele-
brates with the MLS Cup after their 2-0 win over the
Portland Timbers .— AFP


