
NEW YORK/KUWAIT: Kuwait affirmed
its support to resolve the crisis in Yemen
through peaceful mediation efforts, especially
if the United Nations is its facilitator. This
came in the speech delivered by its
Permanent Representative to the UN
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi during a
Security Council session Friday to discuss
the situation in Yemen.

Otaibi said that this stems from Kuwait’s
belief in the growing importance of this
organization and its decisions taken by its
various vital organs, especially the Security
Council as the body responsible for maintain-
ing international peace and security. He noted
that in his belief that the solution to the crisis
in Yemen is a political solution, Kuwait has
provided a private plane that took the
majority of the delegation from Sanaa to
Sweden to participate in the last round of
consultations.

The Ambassador expressed his hope
that all Yemeni parties would invest their
results and complete the steps outlined in
them to reach a comprehensive agreement
that will lead in its outcome to a halt to the
catastrophic effects of the crisis facing
Yemen. Otaibi affirmed that “the relative
progress observed in this round of consul-
tations is a great success if we take into
account the circumstances of the crisis,”
adding that this progress “could not have
been achieved only through the availability
of the main factors represented by the unity
of the Security Council towards the Yemeni
file.” He pointed out to the great role played
by the countries of the coalition to support
the legitimacy in overcoming all obstacles to

the holding of that round.
Otaibi said, “although the round of

Stockholm consultations did not come out with
understandings on all the issues dealt with
there, the agreement reached on the cities and
ports of Hodeidah and the Declaration of
Understanding on the city of Taiz will con-
tribute to the difficult humanitarian impact of
the Yemeni people”. The city of Hodeidah and
its ports represented “an address for the
aggravation of the difficult humanitarian
impact. We see here that this agreement, spec-
ified in stages of implementation, will, in the
event of its implementation, lead to a ceasefire
and joint redeployment of forces to locations
outside cities and ports,” he added.

Otaibi stressed that the agreement would
allow for a large margin of freedom of move-
ment and safe access to humanitarian assis-
tance and ensure that it is not subjected to
obstruction or looting as was the case in the
past. This will contribute to support the
exchange rate of the national currency, which
has seen a significant improvement in recent
times, he added. On the other hand, Otaibi

expressed hope that the understandings
agreed upon by the Yemeni parties would end
the negative effects of the siege imposed on
Taiz city and prevent their inhabitants from
facing the dangers of the humanitarian crisis.
He also expressed his hope that the Yemeni
parties would seriously commit themselves to
the outcome of the Swedish consultations,
which, if implemented, would be a key factor
in alleviating the suffering of humanity and
would translate the efforts of the international
community and major donors in support of
the humanitarian situation.

Last Thursday, UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said parties involved in
Yemen reached an agreement regarding the

exchange of more than 16,000 prisoners
and another agreement on Hodeidah
includes a cease-fire throughout the
province and the withdrawal of all combat
forces from the port. The parties involved
also reached a mutual understanding to
calm the situation in Taiz with the possibility
of opening humanitarian corridors to allow
the safe passage of goods and people
across the front lines and reduce fighting in
the province and the deployment of demi-
ning operations and the release and
exchange of prisoners. The two sides

agreed to form a joint committee headed by
the UN to implement this and the committee
is due to meet soon and agree on a plan for
the establishment of interim peace in Taiz. 

Important step
Kuwait has welcomed the agreement

reached between Yemeni parties on several
key issues at the conclusion of the week-long

peace talks in Sweden. This agreement is
considered an important and positive step to
find a comprehensive solution to the ongoing
conflict in Yemen, a source at Kuwait’s
Foreign Ministry said in a statement on
Thursday. The deal is in line with the three
references: The Gulf initiative and its execu-
tive mechanisms, the outcomes of the national
dialogue and the UN Security Council
Resolution 2216, the source stated. It under-
lined the importance of abiding by this deal in
order to stop the bloodshed and ending suf-
fering of the Yemeni people.

The source extolled the huge efforts,
which were highly appreciated, by Sweden
and the UN so as to reach such an accord.
The conciliation talks in Sweden between the
Yemeni parties concluded earlier in the day
after agreeing on some key issues, mainly

Hodeidah, Taiz and prisoners’ swap. On
Hodeidah, the agreement stipulates that
Houthis withdraw from the ports of Hodeidah,
al-Salif and Raas Issa toward north of Sanaa
within 14 days, and the government redeploy
its troops south. It stipulates also that Houthis
withdraw fully from Hodeidah city in the sec-
ond phase to sites outside their northern bor-
ders within 21 days.

The two sides further agreed on ceasefire
in Hodeidah and its ports, enhance the UN
efforts, commitment not to making any military
reinforcement of both parties, opening corri-
dors for humanitarian aid as well as deposit all
revenues of the ports at the country’s central
bank. The talks had kicked off in an attempt to
contain the crisis and reach a settlement
through discussing building confidence and
curbing violence and others. — KUNA

Kuwait concerned
about conflicts in
Central Africa
NEW YORK: Kuwait expressed deep concerns over
violence and armed conflicts witnessed in the Central
Africa region, stressing the need for a solutions to stop
these acts and hold perpetrators accountable. This
came during a speech by the permanent representative
of Kuwait to the United Nations Ambassador Mansour
Al-Otaibi, during a special UN session to discuss latest
developments in Central Africa.

Otaibi strongly condemned “criminal acts, suicide
bombings, repeated armed attacks, robberies and kid-
nappings carried out by the Boko haram and The
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) groups in the region,”
adding that such acts “hinder any political, security,
developmental or even social and humanitarian
progress”. He stressed the importance of all parties
involved in these conflicts to cooperate with the United
Nation Security Council, regional organizations, and all
central African states, to counter these attacks and

reach solutions to stop them.
United Nations Secretary-General Antnio Guterres

reports in this regard showed a full explanation of the
political, economic, social developments in the region
and its impacts on the security and peace process in
Central Africa and neighboring counties, Otaibi
explained. On the political level, despite security insta-
bility, many countries in the region had elections with-
out any violence attacks, such as Rwanda, Sao Tome
and Principe, Gabon, and Cameroon, he stated.

As for the situation in the Cameroon, Otaibi said he
shared with the Secretary-General his deep concern
over the deterioration of the security and human rights
situation in the north-western and south-western
regions of Cameroon, and called on the Cameroonian
government to cooperate with regional organizations
to reduce human suffering, armed conflict and violence,
and to stop the flow of refugees in compliance with the
international law.

As for the Congo, Otaibi expressed the hope that
upcoming elections in the Democratic Republic, will be
held with comprehensive, transparent and safe partici-
pation.” Free and credible elections in any State in
Central Africa is importance to maintain peace and
security,” he added. “Through our monitoring of the
political and security developments in the countries

mentioned in the report, we stress the importance of
the continuous efforts by regional organizations and
the United Nations peacekeeping missions in the
region, to establish inclusive dialogue processes
between governments and all community groups espe-
cially those who will soon have elections,” Otaibi said.
He regretted the bad humanitarian situation in the
region, with the increase of people in need for humani-
tarian relief, refugees, and forced displacement due to
violence and the spread of epidemics and diseases
such as cholera and Ebola.

In his speech, Ambassador Otaibi praised the
Economic Community of Central African States for
adopting a strategy to prevent and combat terrorism in
the region and their decision to carry out a compre-
hensive reform presented by the Peace and Security
Council in Central Africa. He also praised the “fruitful
cooperation” between the Economic Community of
Central African States (ECCAS) and the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS), which
he described as “effectively translated” by holding a
summit last July in Togo’s capital. He stressed the
importance of cooperation between governments in the
region, economic allies, and regional organizations in
order to achieve stability and security of the peoples of
Central Africa. — KUNA
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News in brief

Amir congratulates Nobel laureate

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Friday sent a cable to
Nadia Murad, the UNODC Goodwill Ambassador for
the Dignity of Survivors of Human Trafficking, to con-
gratulate her on winning the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize. In
his message, His Highness the Amir wished that Murad’s
winning of the prestigious prize would shed more light
on humanitarian issues that became a matter of concern
to everybody. He thanked Murad for her recognition of
Kuwait’s contributions to the reconstruction of Iraq and
expressed his best wishes for the Nobel Prize laureate.
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
sent similar cables to Murad. — KUNA

Amir congratulates fencing team

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has sent congratulatory
cables to members of the Kuwaiti fencing team after
winning the Arab Fencing Championship which con-
cluded in Tunisia Friday. In his cables, His Highness the
Amir expressed sincere congratulations to the Kuwaiti
fencers for winning the Arab title and bagging the
biggest number of gold medals. His Highness Sheikh
Sabah lauded the team’s achievement, and wished
them more future successes to elevate the flag of
Kuwait at regional and international sports events. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent similar cables to the members of the
Kuwaiti fencing team. — KUNA

Mongolia awards Kuwait’s ambassador

KUWAIT: Mongolian President Khaltmaa Battulga
awarded the Medal of Friendship to Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Poland and former Ambassador to
Mongolia Khaled Al-Fadhli, in recognition of his
efforts in the service of good relations between
Kuwait and Mongolia. The Mongolian Ambassador to
Poland, Bata Nemekh, and with the instructions of his
Government, handed over the award to Al-Fadhli on
behalf of the Mongolian President. During their meet-
ing, the Mongolian ambassador praised the efforts
made by Ambassador Al-Fadhli for five years in the
Mongolian capital Ulaanbaatar, which had a great
impact on strengthening the relations of the two
friendly countries in various fields. — KUNA

Embassy warns nationals in France

PARIS: The Kuwaiti Embassy in Paris yesterday
warned nationals present in Paris and other French cities
to avoid sites with demonstrations during the day
because these protests turned violent over the past
month. Yesterday’s protests involve the so-called
‘Yellow Vests’ who have been protesting living condi-
tions and extra taxes, but these protests have also been
infiltrated by violent extremist groups seeking clashes
with police and also to damage property and pillage
stores. The embassy told citizens “to stay away from
places of demonstrations and stay at home and only
leave in necessary cases and comply with the instruc-
tions and guidance of local authorities.” The embassy
also communicated two emergency numbers for nation-
als encountering problems during the demonstrations:
0033147235425 and 0033670673834. — KUNA

Kuwait affirms support to peaceful
efforts in solving Yemeni crisis

Kuwait welcomes agreement between Yemeni parties in Sweden peace talks

NEW YORK: Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
addresses a UN Security Council session to discuss the situation in Yemen. — KUNA

Kuwait hails
agreement on

Hodeidah

Kuwait lauds
brotherly ties
with Bahrain
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of congratula-
tion yesterday to Bahraini King Hamad bin Issa bin
Salman Al-Khalifa, expressing his best wishes for the
kingdom on its 47th national day anniversary. In the
cable, His Highness the Amir lauded the numerous
achievements, development, and prosperity in the
kingdom in various fields under the wise leadership of
Bahraini king. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables on the occasion. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Bahrain
Sheikh Azzam Al-Sabah lauded his country’s deep
relationship with Bahrain, and described it as ‘histori-
cal’ and ‘role model.’ Sheikh Azzam made his remarks
in a press statement yesterday while congratulating
the Bahraini political leadership on the country’s 47th
National Day and 19th anniversary of King Hamad bin
Isa Al-Khalifa’s assumption to power. He expressed
his joy of taking part in the Kingdom’s national cele-
brations, affirming that the Kuwaiti-Bahraini relation-
ship enjoys substantial support by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
the Bahraini monarch.

The two countries are closely tied together when it
comes to development and prosperity, Sheikh Azzam
added, pointing out the Kingdom’s brave and sup-
portive stand by Kuwait during the 1990 Iraqi inva-
sion of the country, in which the Bahraini armed
forces were at the forefront of Kuwait’s liberation. The
Kuwaiti diplomat also affirmed his country’s grand
and permanent support of Bahrain’s development
march, reiterating Kuwait’s keenness to preserve the
Kingdom’s security, as well as safety of its people.
Furthermore, he prayed to Allah Almighty to perpetu-
ate the grace of security, safety, welfare, and love on
Bahrain under the wise leadership of King Hamad and
his reformation vision, which had a significant impact
on his country’s growth and development. Shiekh
Azzam also wished the Kingdom further success and
development. — KUNA

Kuwait hosts two
disabled GCC sailors
KUWAIT: Mohammad Al-Shahwani, a Qatari of
special needs, personally designed a traditional ‘Al-
Sanbook’ boat and voyaged to Kuwait aboard it,
along with his Omani companion of identical condi-
tion, Abdullah Al-Bloushi. The pair, who challenged
and overcame their disability, arrived in the country
on Saturday, capping a three-day trip across the
Gulf waters, bearing a message of compassion and
peace to the Kuwaiti people and proving in action
that, certainly, once there is a will, there is a way.

Upon arrival at Al-Kout Mall dock in Fahaheel,
Al-Shahwani told a gathering of journalists and
cameramen that he had personally designed the boat
and supervised its construction to be a means of
interaction with “the brothers and friends” in coun-
tries he plans to visit. Shahwani said he would meet,
during his stay in Kuwait, with members of Kuwait
Disabled Sport Club (KDSC), adding that he would

also attend inauguration of the ninth Gulf wheelchair
basketball tournament, also admiring the warm wel-
come of the club members. His companion, Bloushi,
has advised persons of disabilities to equip them-
selves with resolve, perseverance, strong will and
patience so that they can be effective members in
their communities. Disability should be a motive for
excellence and creativity, he stresses.

Meanwhile, Nasser Al-Ajmi, the deputy chairman
of the Kuwaiti club, said the voyage by Shahwani
and Bloushi constituted a new affirmation that the
disabled could overcome his (her) condition and
interact with others. The club has worked out a
schedule for the pair, including visits to welfare soci-
eties, specialized in disabilities.

Qatari Ambassador to Kuwait Bandar Al-Attiya
and members of the club were among the crowd that
welcomed the brave sea men. ‘Al-Sanbook’ is a of
boats that was common during the pre-oil era in
Gulf countries, including Kuwait. it was used to be
built from wood and other materials available at
those times. The boat was relatively small and largely
used for pearl diving and fishing. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Members of the Kuwait Disabled Sport Club welcome two disabled Gulf sailors upon their
arrival to Kuwait yesterday.


