
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s finan-
cial and economic affairs committee is
scheduled to discuss during its meeting
today morning the proposed amendments
on the Amiri law number 61/1976 and law
number 110/2014 pertaining indemnities of
those covered by the social security, pen-
sion and military personnel pension laws,
which were initially approved last Tuesday.
The recent rain investigations committee
will also resume its discussions today in
the presence of Minister of Public Works
and Minister of State for Municipality
Affair Hossam Al-Roumi, as well as the
acting head of the State Audit Bureau and
Kuwait Engineers Society chairman.  

Follow-up reports 
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and

Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind
Al-Sabeeh said the biannual report on the
2018-2019 development plan is fully com-
mitted to article 10 of law number 7/2016
pertaining development planning, which
states that “relevant ministers will submit

quarterly follow-up reports to the parlia-
ment after having them reviewed by the
General Secretariat of the Supreme Council
for Planning and Development and
approved by the Cabinet,” Sabeeh added
that following up the medium-term and
annual development plans relies on an

automated system the planning council
constantly develops in collaboration with
various participating bodies. 

Mega housing projects
A government report issued by the

General Secretariat of the Supreme Council

for Planning and Development about pro-
viding citizens with housing welfare showed
that the plan aims at reducing the number
of citizens on housing waiting lists as well
as reducing the waiting period as much as
possible. The report added that five mega
housing projects are being executed in the

long run through building integrated cities
and providing them with infrastructure,
supplies, energy and services. 

The report also showed that 84 per-
cent of Jaber Al-Ahmad City has been
completed, while the South Saad Al-
Abdullah and South Sabah Al-Ahmad
projects are still in the preliminary stages.
The Mutlaa residential city project is fac-
ing some technical obstacles such as high
voltage towers and military leftovers from
the Iraqi invasion, added the report.

70 percent 
The Ministry of Electricity and Water

(MEW) recently honored the engineering
department of the Ministry of Awqaf ’s
mosque sector for their efforts and cooper-
ation with MEW in cutting power and
water consumption in various mosques. In

this regard, MEW’s energy and conserva-
tion manager Iqbal Al-Tayyar said switch-
ing off all air conditioners and unnecessary
electric devices in various mosques started
on Nov 1 and this helped save around 70
percent of the energy used. Tayyar added

air-conditioners will be switched on by the
beginning of March when temperatures
increase. She noted that all mosques main-
tenance contracts condition the use of LED
lights to save power and advanced pipefit-
tings to save water. 
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According to statistics issued by the Public
Authority for Civil Information, the population of
Kuwait on Dec 15, 2018 was 4,674,044 (1,401,854

Kuwaitis and 3,272,190 non-Kuwaitis). In September, the
General Department of Residency Affairs revealed the
total number of expatriates who have valid residence in
the country is 2,861,380.

So expatriates make up two-thirds of the population.
This is normal in the Gulf states, and governments are
aware of the imbalance and deal with it in different ways.
But in Kuwait, it does not appear that there are real solu-
tions that could be beneficial for all parties, simply
because the status of all expats is not alike. Some are
new here while others have spent all their lives here -
Kuwait is home for them.

Also, I believe that the increase in the number of
expatriates is not the reason for the imbalance in demo-
graphics, but other reasons such as the spread of visa
trading over the years and failure to confront this matter
firmly. This is the first and most important reason, so it is
necessary to distinguish between expatriates and their
length of stay here with a clear criminal record - some
have spent 30 years in Kuwait and maybe more -
because this category deserves recognition by the state.

Longtime expats who have been working for many
years in Kuwait and have practical experience are a
silent group of people and don’t appear in the media.
They deserve a thank you gesture by the state. This top-
ic was discussed last year between MPs and some state-
ments were made in this regard, but I don’t know where
it ended. At that time, it was said that Kuwait is consider-
ing granting permanent residency to expatriates who
have spent more than 30 years here under certain condi-
tions. I am in favor of honoring those who contributed to
the development of the country, especially if their crimi-
nal record is clean.

Also, those expats often have long years of experi-
ence that can be used for training and consultation, as in
Western countries. It is known that some expats can
sponsor themselves under specific conditions of the
interior ministry, but the residency law still needs to be
followed, especially if it involves expats who are old and
cannot work anymore but Kuwait is their home with
their kids living here. I think they should get an exemp-
tion from yearly renewal of residency.

The ministry allows residency law violators to leave
the country without paying penalties or adjust their sta-
tus every year at a certain time. These initiatives are
important, because some of the people who are staying
in the country want to change their residency status, but
do not have the money to pay fines. They are cut off
from new jobs and their livelihoods and families are
affected. Therefore, Arab and foreign embassies must
raise awareness and warn their citizens against violating
the laws of the country.

MP Mohammed Al-Huwaila made a clear statement
on the subject of granting longtime expats lifetime resi-
dency. “It is necessary to study the jobs and people that
the country needs,” he said, adding that developed
countries attract residents to ensure their stability and
strengthen their economy. MP Salah Khorshid said “per-
manent residency is now available for expatriates
according to the laws of the interior ministry,” adding
that residency should not be granted based on the dura-
tion of the expatriate’s residence, but it must be depend-
ent on the condition that the expatriate can provide for
this country.

I support the permanent residence of every expatri-
ate who has spent 30 years or more in Kuwait. Most
longtime expats also have their families here, so they
should not stand in long queues to renew their residen-
cies every year or two.

Longtime expats
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Unemployment drops to 2.4 percent

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis’ unemployment rate has
dropped to 2.4 percent for the first time in the coun-
try’s history after being stuck at the 4 percent bench-
mark, a government official said, adding that there
are 6,424 citizens of both genders waiting for a job,
including 120 who rejected jobs they were offered.
The number used to vary between 15,000 and
19,000 jobseekers in the past, he added.
Furthermore, the source found it strange that some
MPs shirk their duties with regards to Kuwaitization,
adding that the most vocal and controversial MPs on
this issue neglected writing their reports on replace-
ment in the last term despite providing them with all
government data as requested, and this is considered
as laxity over this important issue. — Al-Qabas

Drainage system

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s rain drainage network received
600,000 cubic meters above its capacity of rainwater,
sources said. The parliamentary investigation commit-
tee on the rains will discuss today encroachments on
the rain drainage and sewer systems with Ministry of
Public Works officials. Sources said the connection
between the drains of both networks has led to pollut-
ing the Arabian Gulf waters, as contaminated water is
dumped in the sea without being treated. — Al-Jarida

Power tariffs

KUWAIT: MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said it is necessary
to pass a number of laws including the cancellation of
increased power and water tariffs and reverting to the
old prices, and cancel the fuel price increase. He said
the government is using unacceptable justifications
such as that of a budget deficit. He said it should not
make excuses of low oil prices and deficits when
requests are made to discuss and pass laws that
reduce financial burdens and high costs on citizens. He
said canceling the hikes is not enough, but it should be
followed by passing related laws that were submitted
by most sitting MPs, including reverting to the previ-
ous fuel prices, adding the price should not increase
except through the National Assembly, and the same
goes for power and water. — Al-Jarida
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No injuries 
in Salmiya,
Jabriya fires
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Fire broke out in a Salmiya
building yesterday, so Bidaa, Salmiya and
technical rescue fire stations responded and
found the fire was on 12th floor. Power was
cut from the building, residents were evacu-
ated and the fire was put out. No injuries
were reported. Meanwhile, firemen from the
Hawally and Salmiya fire stations responded
to a fire in a Jabriya house. The fire was in a
tent located in the house’s yard, and spread
to a room on the first floor. The fire was put
out and no injuries were reported.

Charity society
dissolved for
breaking regulations
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor’s
(MSAL) assistant undersecretary for social development
affairs Hana Al-Hajeri said dissolving Al-Salam Society
came within the ministry’s role in protecting and regulat-
ing charity work. Hajeri added that despite repeated ver-
bal and written warnings to the society, it committed
several violations and broke many regulations.

Hajeri explained that the violations included launch-
ing a fundraising campaign without getting prior
approvals, collecting donations in non-designated
locations, collecting cash donations, using a voluntary
team without getting the ministry’s approval and col-
lecting donations without a license. She added that the
violations included projects abroad that had been sus-
pended by the foreign ministry, the travel of its mem-
bers without registering with the foreign ministry’s
electronic safe travel system and distributing zakat
money outside Kuwait. 

In addition, Hajeri said the total number of charity
organizations in Kuwait increased from 12 in 2014 to 42
presently, which indicates that the ministry does not
aim to close or dissolve charities. “The ministry is keen
on charitable practices that protect and enhance
Kuwait’s image,” she underlined.  

New recruits join
military service
KUWAIT: The National Military Service Authority
received yesterday the second batch of newly recruits

to the state’s conscription program, after they passed
their physical and medical tests. The recruits will com-
plete a one-year compulsory military service, divided
into four months of academic and military skill learning,
and eight months of field service in military camps, the
Defense Ministry’s Moral Guidance Department said in
a statement yesterday.

KUWAIT: Firefighters tackle a blaze reported in Jabriya yesterday.

Police impersonator arrested
KUWAIT: Detectives arrested a citizen who mugged
several expats after claiming to be a policeman. The
expats informed police that the imposter robbed them
of their expensive belongings, phones and money.
Detectives caught him when he was beaten a delivery
man, who told them the man claimed he was a police-
man and asked him for money. Detectives found the
suspect has a criminal record. He denied charges at
first, but then confessed to his crimes.

Embezzlement
Detectives prevented an Indian man from leaving the
country with KD 15,000 he embezzled from the com-
pany, besides foodstuff worth KD 5,000 he sold for
half the price. The company owner told police an
Indian working for him was dishonest and had been
absent for three days. Detectives were able to locate
and arrest him, who confessed to the charges.
Separately, a citizen reported the theft of electric
equipment worth KD 800 from a building under con-
struction in Farwaniya. Detectives are investigating.

Loud music
Residents of a Hawally building sought police’s help
as a neighbor was disturbing them with loud music
after midnight, after they failed to do so in a friendly
manner. When police knocked at his door and opened
it, they found him drunk. He was charged with drunk-
enness and disturbance of the peace. — Translated
from the Arabic press


