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WASHINGTON: Western powers fighting Islamist groups
around the globe are condemned to a never-ending battle
if they only tackle the symptoms and not the underlying
causes of jihadist insurgency, experts say. “Beyond the
tactical victories on the ground, the current strategy is
failing,” said Katherine Zimmerman, who wrote a recent
report for the American Enterprise Institute entitled
“Terrorism, Tactics and Transformation: The West vs the
Salafi-Jihadi Movement.”

“Every soldier and intelligence analyst that has worked
on this problem understands what is happening,”
Zimmerman said. “They understand that what they are
doing is a temporary solution. It’s ending the immediate
threat but not stabilizing or moving us forward. The prob-
lem comes down to policy and politics,” she noted. “It’s
easy to say, ‘We’re going to kill the person responsible for
making the bomb.’ It is much more difficult to say that our
partner government has disenfranchised this group and it’s
one of the reasons why this person joins the terrorist
group. And now he is the bomb maker.”

Driven from lands it once held sway over in Syria and
Iraq, the Islamic State group has returned to its origins as
an underground jihadist outfit because the conditions that

spawned it-a deep discontent among most Iraqis and
Syrians-have persisted, experts say. “The West is on the
road to winning all the battles and losing the war,” warned
Zimmerman.

‘Development problems’ 
In a report last month on the resurgence of IS as a clan-

destine guerrilla group, the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS) said that “while the United
States and allied governments have weakened some groups
like the Islamic State, many of the underlying causes have
not been adequately addressed.” Those root causes include
a “fragile state with weak or ineffective governing institu-
tions” in areas affected by jihadist activity, where the
Islamists can establish a sanctuary, the CSIS experts said. 

They took maps showing areas where Al-Qaeda and IS
were active and compared them to maps displaying “gov-
ernment effectiveness,” based on World Bank statistics.
The result was clear: most of the countries where the
insurgents are active-Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Libya, Mali, Nigeria, Somalia-are also in the bottom 10
percent for government effectiveness.

At a conference this week in Washington, retired
Marine general John Allen-who once commanded US
forces in Afghanistan and now heads the prestigious

Brookings Institution-said the West had to get ahead of
the issue and ask, “Where should we be looking for the
next problems?”  “We should spend a great deal more
time looking at those areas that are in fragile or failing
states,” said Allen, who also served as presidential envoy
to the international coalition battling IS. “We have to rec-
ognize the hotspots where the human condition prompts
the radicalization of large sectors of the population,” he
added. “Often we join the conversation when the process
of radicalization has been in place for quite a long time.”

Allen noted that the problem is “a development issue,
much more than a counter-terrorism issue.” At the annual
conference on terrorism, organized by the Jamestown
Foundation, many experts noted that in Iraq, the griev-
ances of the Sunnis-the branch of Islam that gave rise to
Al-Qaeda and IS-were compounded by the involvement of
powerful Shiite militias both in the Baghdad government
and in areas recovered from Islamist insurgents. If those
grievances were not taken into account, they warned, the
jihadist groups were sure to be back. — AFP 

War on jihadists ‘never-ending battle’ 
Western powers urged to tackle the root causes

Photo shows members of the Iraqi Counter-Terrorism Service (CTS) with a flag of the Islamic State held upside-down, outside the destroyed Al-Nuri Mosque in the Old City of Mosul, after the area was retaken from IS. Even as
the last pockets of resistance in eastern Syria hold their ground, the Islamic State group is shapeshifting into a new, but no less dangerous, underground form, experts warn.  — AFP 
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Trump taps budget 
head Mulvaney as 
acting chief of staff 
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump announced Friday that his budget
director Mick Mulvaney will step in as acting chief of staff to replace
John Kelly-amid indications the president is struggling to fill the key
post. Trump, whose presidency is increasingly embroiled in legal trou-
bles, announced earlier this month that Kelly, a former Marine Corps
general, was leaving. Kelly, who reportedly fell out with other close
Trump aides, is only the latest in a long string of high-ranking officials
to quit the embattled White House. “Mick has done an outstanding job
while in the Administration,” Trump wrote on Twitter. “I look forward to
working with him in this new capacity as we continue to MAKE
AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!

“John will be staying until the end of the year. He is a GREAT PATRI-
OT and I want to personally thank him for his service!” Kelly agreed to
stay on until at least January 2 to avoid leaving the president in the lurch.
A senior administration official said “there’s no time limit” to Mulvaney’s
stint. “He got picked because the president liked him they get along,” the
official added, citing Mulvaney’s experience as a former US representa-
tive for South Carolina. “He knows Congress. He knows Capitol Hill,” the
official said, saying that Mulvaney is “fiscally responsible.”

Difficulty in finding replacement 
Even with several weeks’ notice, Trump appears to be having diffi-

culty in finding the right replacement. “For the record, there were
MANY people who wanted to be the White House Chief of Staff. Mick
M will do a GREAT job!” Trump wrote. His widely reported first
choice, Nick Ayres, announced last weekend that he did not want the
post. Ayres, a 36-year-old Republican consultant currently serving as
chief of staff to Vice President Mike Pence, was seen as a good fit for
Trump’s plan to start focusing on his 2020 re-election. With Democrats
taking over the House of Representatives in January and special prose-
cutor Robert Mueller near the end of an explosive probe into the
Trump campaign’s contacts with Russia during the 2016 election, the
president is believed to be seeking a sharp political operator.

A major Republican figure, former New Jersey governor Chris
Christie, announced Friday that he too was pulling out from considera-
tion. It was not immediately clear where Mulvaney fits into those
longer-term plans. Mulvaney is currently head of the White House
Office of Management and Budget, which oversees federal spending
and administers the federal budget. His replacement is his deputy at the
OMB, Russ Vought. Mulvaney was also previously acting head of the
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, which protects consumers
when they take loans and use credit cards.

While in the job, Mulvaney - a conservative Republican - provoked
anger in the Democratic Party with his campaign to downgrade the
agency. His new appointment appears to give Trump some breathing
space ahead of the holidays, which the president will spend mostly at his
Florida resort. But a question still hangs on who can do the difficult job in
the long term. Kelly was often described as “the adult in the room” during
the turbulent period since his appointment in July 2017. In an interview
with Fox News this week, Trump said that his ideal candidate was “some-
body that’s strong, but I want somebody that thinks like I do.” — AFP 

Thousands of 
‘yellow vests’ 
protesters hit 
French streets 
PARIS: Thousands of protesters took to the
streets of French cities yesterday in the fifth
weekend of nationwide demonstrations
against Emmanuel Macron’s government,
despite calls to hold off after a gun attack
in Strasbourg earlier this week. In Paris,
police were out in force to contain possible
outbursts of violence. But several major
stores, such as the Galeries Lafayette, were
open to welcome Christmas shoppers.
Numbers were down compared to
Saturday last week, a police source said.
Teargas was fired at small groups of pro-
testers in brief clashes with riot police near
the Champs-Elysees. Close by, a handful of
topless activists from the feminist protest
group Femen faced security forces a few
meters away from the Elysee Palace, the
president’s residence. The ‘yellow vest’
movement started in mid-November with
protests at junctions and roundabouts
against fuel tax increases, but quickly
became a wider mobilization against
Macron’s economic policies.
Successive weekends of protests in Paris
have lead to vandalism and violent clashes
with security forces. Loic Bollay, 44,
marching on the Champs-Elysees in a yel-

low vest, said the protests were more sub-
dued than in previous weeks but the move-
ment would go on until the demonstrators’
grievances were addressed. “Since the
Strasbourg attack, it is calmer, but I think
next Saturday and the following
Saturdays...it will come back.” The Interior
Minister said around 69,000 police were
active yesterday with a reinforced presence
in the cities of Toulouse, Bordeaux and
Saint-Etienne.
A police source told Reuters some 16,000
protesters had been counted in France,
excluding Paris, by 1100 GMT, compared to
22,000 at the same time on Dec 8. In Paris,
where groups of hundreds of protesters
marched in splintered groups in several
neighborhoods, 85 had been arrested by
around midday, according to a Paris police
official. On Friday, President Macron called
for a return to calm in France after nearly a
month of protests by the so-called ‘yellow
vest’ movement against his government’s
policies. The demonstrations have hit
growth and caused widespread disruption.
“France needs calm, order and a return to
normal,” Macron said, after a meeting of
European Union leaders in Brussels. In a
televised address to the nation on Monday,
Macron announced wage rises for the
poorest workers and tax cuts for pension-
ers in further concessions meant to end the
movement but many said they would main-
tain pressure. The government, as well as
several unions and opposition politicians
called on protesters to stay off the streets
yesterday, after four people were killed in a
gun attack at a Christmas market in the his-
toric city of Strasbourg. — Reuters

Mick Mulvaney, Director of the Office of Management and Budget


