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ichael Buble had “no choice” in putting his career on hold
when his son was diagnosed with cancer. The 43-year-old
singer and his wife Luisana Lopilato - who have children
Noah, five, Elias, two, and Vida, five months, together - were

left devastated when they were told their eldest child had liver cancer in
2016 and instantly put all their other commitments on hold, though the
‘Santa Claus is Coming to Town’ hitmaker doesn’t think they made a
“conscious decision” to do that. Speaking to Tracy Smith for an upcom-
ing interview on ‘CBS Sunday Morning’, he said: “There was no choice.
No family has that choice. There is no choice. It was take care of busi-
ness-and there was never any conscious decision ever. There was just,
you know, come together as a family, put your head down, you know,
pray lots and just survive.” But though Michael wasn’t performing in
public, it didn’t mean he turned his back on music altogether during his
hiatus. He said: “I never stopped singing, ever. Ever.” Elsewhere in the
interview, the ‘Feeling Good’ hitmaker joked he met his 31-year-old wife
at exactly the right time in his career. He quipped: “There’s a part of me

that’s really happy that, that I’m a famous person because my wife is so
beautiful. “I know that if I wasn’t and I would walk into rooms with her
that they would just assume that I was really wealthy.” The Canadian
crooner recently admitted his son’s cancer battle had put his worries
into perspective and now he no longer cares how his records fare. He
said: “I don’t care if things sell one or 10 million, I don’t care where I
play, if it is at a club or a stadium. My kids are good, that’s all I care
about. Making music is this bonus, the bonus of the happiness of life. I
couldn’t even think about it. “I don’t read anything, don’t have social
media anymore and my poor manager cannot tell me what the chart
positions are because he knows I will cut the call. “I don’t need to know
that. I don’t have control over that. “Every second I get to promise
myself to be the nicest, kindest person I can be. Everything else has
gone out of the window - I can’t control them.”

Michael Buble had no 
choice to take break

M

Slash: Rock
got boring 

lash thinks rock music has been “dull and bor-
ing” for the last decade. The Guns n’ Roses
guitarist believes commercial forces had a neg-
ative impact on the genre as bands were pres-

sured into making their songs radio friendly rather than
doing something new and exciting, prompting fans to find
what they’re looking for in other genres such as rap and
hip-hop. He told Billboard Radio China: “When Velvet
Revolver came out, there was definitely a movement that
started in the early to mid-’90s that held up all the way
through the end of that decade and went into the millenni-
um. And so we came out and there was tons of new rock
and roll bands. And they weren’t ‘nu metal’ and they
weren’t indie bands, but there was definitely this kind of
indie-esque feel to them. “And I think one of the reasons
that Velvet Revolver was as successful as it was had a lot
to do with [singer] Scott Weiland, because he was still a
holdover from that kind of thing, with Stone Temple Pilots,
that came from the ‘90s and blah blah blah. Anyway, but it
was all cool. “And then, as we got down the line, it seemed
that rock sort of got... More than anything, the commercial
approach to rock and roll that the industry forces on
bands, or forces people to think that this is how they have
to go about it to succeed, and it just turns into this gener-
ic mishmosh that manages to get on the radio but doesn’t
really turn anybody on, and it’s just dull and boring and
people start looking elsewhere.” However, the 53-year-
old rocker thinks things are starting to change and he’s
excited to see how some new “hungry, young” bands fare
in the coming years. He added: “And I think that was, real-
ly, what happened to the industry, as far as rock and roll is
concerned, after 2006 up until just recently. But it seems
to be turning over a new leaf right now. So I’m really
interested to see where it goes over the next few years,
‘cause there’s a lot of really hungry, young, rock and roll
bands getting together right now that I’m aware of. “And,
obviously, Greta Van Fleet have done amazingly well and
made everybody perk up and go, ‘Oh, wow!’ Now there’s
people out there looking for young, teenage rock and roll
bands to sign. So it’s interesting.  “If you watch everything
as it develops in real time, it’s really, really boring and s**t
takes what seems like forever. But if you’re not paying
attention, all of sudden, you’ll turn around and go, ‘Oh my
God! Something just changed.’ And it’s just a constant
state of ebbs and flows of rock and roll in this business.”

Van Morrison 
performs with The

Pretty Things 
he Pretty Things were joined on stage by Van
Morrison and Pink Floyd’s Dave Gilmour on
Thursday evening. After 55 years of rocking
the world with their raw and rebellious music,

the group are hanging up their electric guitars and were
enable to ensure their last-ever show at indigo at The O2
in London ended on a high thanks to having their old
friends share the spotlight with them. The concert was
divided into three parts - the first and last consisting
mainly of their raucous R&B songs while the middle part
was mainly devoted to their more psychedelic period
including their album ‘SF Sorrow’, during which Gilmour
weaved and spun out mesmerizing notes on his spellbind-
ing guitar. The final part brought Van Morrison, who
Pretty Things lead singer Phil May introduced as a good
friend and one of the greatest singers of all time. It showed
how much respect the Pretty Things have among fellow
musicians that they could summon up such big names for
their last encore. The Pretty Things began at the same time
as the band who were their closest rivals in the early six-
ties, The Rolling Stones, but while The Stones have
become the biggest band in the world, the Pretty Things
have eked out a living playing small clubs and festivals in
far flung corners of the world. Part of this is due to the
mayhem and wildness that has always been at the center
of their lives, which has resulted in their career going hay-
wire at many points. It is therefore all the remarkable that
despite all this, they have managed to carry on for 55
years - unlike The Stones who have royally reaped the
riches and luxuries that the rock world can offer. The
Pretty Things put their all into this show - despite 72-
year-old May suffering from emphysema and their brilliant
lead guitarist Dick Taylor looking rather fragile at 75 years
of age. Stand out songs included early hits ‘Rosalyn’ and
‘Don’t Bring me Down’, a selection of songs from their
concept album ‘SF Sorrow’ including Trust and a homage
to R&B icon Bo Diddley, which featured ‘Mona’, ‘Pretty
Thing’, ‘You Can’t Judge A Book’ and ‘Roadrunner’.

lossoms concluded their tour with a scintillat-
ing sold-out show at London’s O2 Brixton
Academy on Thursday night. The indie five-
piece - made up of Tom Ogden, Charlie Salt,

Josh Dewhurst, Joe Donovan and Myles Kellock - wowed
the crowd with a selection of hits from their first two
albums, and geared up for Christmas in style by leading
the near 5,000-strong audience in a rendition of
Wham!’s ‘Last Christmas’.  The band achieved a lifelong
dream by playing at the Academy - which has previously
staged gigs from the likes of Prince and Madonna - and
lead singer Tom thanked fans for their huge support on
the night.  He said: “We’ve wanted to headline this venue
for a long time, so thanks for being a part of it.” Blossoms
had the crowd bouncing with their opener, ‘I Can’t Stand
It’, and were in full flow as they made their way through
favorites ‘Unfaithful’, ‘Honey Sweet’, ‘Cool Like You’, and
‘Blow’ before stepping things up a notch with ‘How Long
Will This Last?’.  The Stockport stars wound back the
year to 2016 as they played a selection of tunes from
their self-titled debut album, including ‘Getaway’ and ‘My
Favorite Room’, and later launched into a mini medley of
crowd-pleasing covers.  Tom began the mixture by
singing the chorus to Babybird’s ‘You’re Gorgeous’,
which really got the audience fired up, before moving
into ‘Last Christmas’ and then a double treat of Oasis in
the shape of ‘Half the World Away’ and ‘Don’t Look Back
in Anger’.  Blossoms revved things up again on the return
from their encore with ‘At Most a Kiss’ before one of the
surprises of the night when they launched into a pulsat-
ing performance of The Smiths’ 1986 hit ‘Bigmouth
Strikes Again’.  Saving the best until last, they stunned
supporters with ‘There’s a Reason Why (I Never
Returned Your Calls)’ - from their second studio album
‘Cool Like You’ - and concluded their capital carnage
with mega tune ‘Charlemagne’.  The group will return to
London on June 30th for a gig at Finsbury Park, and will
also perform at the Reading and Leeds Festival over the
summer, as well as Edgeley Park in Stockport.
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iam Gallagher performed ‘Cast No Shadow’ for
the first time in 16 years at his Union Chapel gig
for Shelter on Thursday night. The former Oasis
frontman hadn’t sung the song live since the

band’s Florida gig in 2002, a rare performance of the track
from the Manchester group’s 1996 LP ‘(What’s the Story)
Morning Glory?’, and prior to that the acoustic number
hadn’t been performed by Liam since 1998. The ‘Bold’
singer’s brother and rival ex-bandmate Noel Gallagher has
added the song to his solo setlist and his shows with his
High Flying Birds on occasions, most recently in 2015. The
intimate gig in Islington, London, also saw the ‘Wall of
Glass’ hitmaker treat the crowd to a rendition of ‘I’m Outta
Time’, for his eighth only time as a solo artist, from the
Britpop group’s final record, 2008’s ‘Dig Out Your Soul’.
Liam delved back to his Beady Eye days, performing
2013’s ‘Soul Love’ by the side project he started following
Oasis split in 2009. The rest of the 16-song set was com-
prised of solo songs from his debut solo LP, ‘As You Were’,
including the live debut of the album track ‘I Never Wanna
Be Like You’, and Oasis classics ‘Champagne Supernova’,
‘Live Forever’, ‘Wonderwall’ and ‘Some Might Say’. The
star-studded gig in aid of the homeless charity saw Liam’s
formerly estranged daughter Molly Moorish, 21 - whom he
has with ex-girlfriend Lisa Moorish - in attendance, and
she hailed her dad’s performance as “biblical” - a regular
word in Liam’s vocabulary. Sharing a picture of the 46-
year-old rocker on stage, she simply wrote: “Biblical.”

Liam has been spending time with Molly - including family
holidays - after the pair were reunited in May, when she
got to see him perform for the first time when she watched
the singer support The Rolling Stones at the London
Stadium, and he has stuck to his promise of wanting to
maintain their relationship.  Asked if he wants to keep up
their bond, he said at the time: “I hope so, I hope she
doesn’t get sick of me, you know what I mean.”
Meanwhile, other attendees at the Shelter gig included
‘Lighting Matches’ hitmaker and Liam super-fan, Tom
Grennan.

Gallagher dusts off Cast No
Shadow for Shelter gig 
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Marina and the
Diamonds to

release new music
in January 

arina and the Diamonds will be releasing
new music in January. The ‘How to Be a
Heartbreaker’ singer has confirmed she
will drop new music in the new year,

which will be followed by an album in April time.
She said: “I want to tell people details all the time
but I can’t because I have been planning it for ages.
It’s not really conceptual in ways like Electra Heart
was but there is a looser ... there is a concept in
terms of how it’s going to be released that you will
find out in April but I am going to release a new
song in January.” And Marina says the first songs
are “really different” to what she’s released before.
She shared to Pop Buzz: “It’s really different to the
singles we’re going to select for the album. The
production of this album is very different [to the
other albums].” Meanwhile, Marina previously
admitted she found it a struggle to work on new
music, following the release of 2015’s ‘FROOT’
Asked how the album was coming along, she said:
“Really, really well. I’ve kind of been writing more
than I ever have before which was unexpected
because I thought I wasn’t going to do this any-
more for a while. I’m really excited to put some-
thing out soon because it’s been three years.”
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Jonas Blue wants to
make unique music 

onas Blue wants to make “unique” music. The
‘Polaroid’ hitmaker says his main focus is cre-
ating music which is a little different from
everything out there and admits it was a

“magic moment” when his track ‘Perfect Strangers’ was
well received. He said: “I always strive to make my music
unique. I think when ‘Perfect Strangers’ landed and was
so well received, it was a magic moment.” And Jonas is
“happy” with how his whole album went down with his
fans. He added to DNA India: “People seem to like differ-
ent tracks. It’s different with an album as you’re not
focused on one single specific track but I’m happy with
how it all went down.” Meanwhile, Jonas previously
heaped praise on 2015 ‘X Factor’ champion Louisa
Johnson, and revealed they have been working hard plot-
ting her next big move. He recently said: “I have worked
with Louisa, she’s the most incredibly talented singer. I
honestly got chills when she came in the studio and she
messaged me last week about getting some more studio
time together, so we’ll do that. Her voice is incredible but
it is a hard business, it really is, you have to make sure
you find your sound and you’re able to stick to it, and
people believe it. Honestly, I don’t really know how to
explain it but it is really hard, but she deserves so much
success.”
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