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arah Paulson “burst into tears” when she was cast in ‘Glass’.
The ‘American Horror Story’ actress was a huge fan of M.
Night Shyamalan’s ‘Unbreakable’ and agreed to play psychia-
trist Dr. Ellie Staple in the saga’s upcoming third instalment

without having read the script and with “no idea” what she was signing
up for. She said: “That’s how willing I was to do it. “When he finally
called me and said, ‘I want you to do the movie’, I burst into tears. “For
all I knew, I was bursting into tears about a movie I was going to have
one scene in.” Bruce Willis - who starred in ‘Glass’ and made a surprise
cameo in ‘Split’, which revealed the movie was a sequel - also signed up
for the third film without reading a script. He told Total Film magazine:
“When Night told me that he had an idea for a script for me, which was

‘Unbreakable’, I immediately said, ‘OK, I’m in.’ “I didn’t even know what
the subject matter was going to be. “Similarly, when he approached me
about ‘Glass’, I agreed immediately. I didn’t have to read the script.”
Sarah was excited to share screen time with both Bruce and Samuel L.
Jackson and hoped they’d have an impact on her. She said: “I remember
thinking, ‘I know what I’m looking at is iconic, do I get to be iconic by
osmosis?’ “ James McAvoy was equally in awe of his co-stars. He said:
“Sam is an absolute bloody genius of an actor and Bruce is just this icon
of my childhood. “I never thought when I was watching ‘Die Hard’ and
‘Moonlighting’ that I would ever be sharing the scene with him.”

Sarah Paulson cried 
over Glass casting 

Winslet and Ronan 
to play lovers 

ate Winslet and Saoirse Ronan will play lovers
in a new movie. The ‘Titanic’ star and the ‘Mary
Queen of Scots’ actress have signed up to star
in ‘God’s Own Country’ writer-and-director

Francis Lee’s upcoming romantic drama ‘Ammonite’,
Deadline reports. The movie is set in an 1840s coastal
town and follows the unlikely romance between palaeon-
tologist Mary Anning and a wealthy London woman, to
whom she unexpectedly becomes a nursemaid. Production
on the movie, which will be produced by Iain Canning,
Emile Sherman, and Fodhla Cronin O’Reilly, is scheduled to
begin in March. Kate is currently filming ‘Blackbird’ and
recently finished working on ‘Avatar 2’, while Saoirse can
be seen on screen opposite Margot Robbie in ‘Mary
Queen of Scots’. Saoirse’s casting may have came as a sur-
prise because she recently revealed she planned to take a
long break after her challenging lead role in ‘Mary Queen
of Scots’. She said: “I’m going to take most of the year off
and travel, do a bit of writing and work with my friends on
something small. We’re all around the same age, which is
unusual for me because I’d always been the young person
working on my own.” The most challenging part of her role
in the drama - based on Mary’s real-life attempt to over-
throw her cousin Queen Elizabeth I, resulting in years of
imprisonment before facing execution - was wearing four
skirts, as she couldn’t sit down properly.  Asked about the
costumes, she said: “Oh, corsets every day. “We had, like,
four skirts to wear at a time so you couldn’t sit in a chair
because you might crease the dress. We had to sit on
these little swivel stools. You’d lift up your skirt and just
drop it down over the stool so wouldn’t even see it.”

ick Van Dyke had “some misgivings” about
‘Mary Poppins Returns’. The 93-year-old
actor has reprised his role as Bert, 54 years
after the original movie was released, and he

admitted he wasn’t initially sure a sequel was a good idea
because they usually “don’t work” and can’t compare to
the original. However, he’s delighted with the new film -
which sees Emily Blunt take over from Dame Julie
Andrews as the magical nanny - and thinks it’s a fitting
tribute to the original Walt Disney movie. He said: “I had
some misgivings, because almost traditionally sequels
don’t work. They’re never quite as good as the original.
“[But] this is an homage to Walt and the original movie. I
was so impressed that their heart was in the right place.
They wanted to pay respect to the original. And I was so
tickled when they asked me, because it was kind of like
bookends for me.” The veteran actor was “surprised” at
how well he got to grips with his song-and-dance num-

ber in the new movie and he had a great time shooting
the scene. He told People magazine: “The minute I heard I
was going to do a little number, that sold me. “And I
thought I could contribute by just being a little bit of a
reminder of the original. And I think it turned out well. “I
got to jump up on a desk and do a dance number. It sur-
prised everybody, but nobody was as surprised as I was.
We did several takes of it, and I was just amazed. And I
enjoyed it, of course.” Despite his lengthy career, Dick
thinks ‘Mary Poppins’ is what he’ll always be remem-
bered for. He said: “I would imagine it would be the thing
I would be remembered for. “I get a lot of mail today
from kids who have just discovered ‘Mary Poppins’. So
it’s on its third generation and holding up very well. I’m
sure that if I’m remembered for anything it’ll be ‘Mary
Poppins’.”
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Rosamund Pike
wants a break

osamund Pike is ready to “sit back” and take a
break. The 39-year-old actress can next be
seen as late war correspondent Marie Colvin
in ‘A Perfect War’ and then famed scientist

Marie Curie in ‘Radioactive’ and she now wants some
time to just be herself. Asked what’s next for her, she said:
“I just want to sit back for a bit. Pretending to be some-
one else is quite fragmentary, so it’s important to just be
you for a while.” But the ‘Gone Girl’ star is also keen to
work with directors she’s impressed by - but admitted
they may think she’s “awful”. She added: “And I want to
work with the directors who have blown me away this
year. ‘Roma’ by Alfonso Cuaron is the most beautiful
piece of work. I’d love to work with him. Why not say it?
He might think I’m awful but if you never say it, you never
find out. You have to speak your truth.” The actress
admitted she often felt “at a loss” while preparing for ‘A
Perfect War’ because there was so much about her char-
acter she had to learn and develop. She said: “At the end
of the film, Marie says, ‘Fear comes later when it’s all
over.’ And now I’ve done it, sometimes I think, ‘How did I
have the audacity?’ “There were definitely times I felt at
a loss in the preparation; that it was too big, that there
was too much to change. The voice, the smoking, the
head gestures, her laugh, her walk, her brain... everything,
really.” As part of her preparations, Rosamund spoke
with some of Marie’s friends, including journalist Rosie
Boycott and politician Jane Bonham-Carter and though
she had a “horrible fear” about what they’d think of her
portrayal, she was able to put her worries aside because
she’s proud of the project. She told Britain’s Marie Claire
magazine: “Rosie lent me a sweater that was Marie’s [to
wear in the film], which was very moving. There’s a horri-
ble fear that you’ve dared to tread in their dear friend’s
shoes, and that can make you feel quite apologetic at
times, although in this case, I’m not apologetic because
we’ve made the film with the fiercest integrity.
“Gradually, people trusted that Matt [Heineman, the
director] and I were committed to depicting their friend
truthfully and not for any Hollywood-isation.”

Lin-Manuel Miranda
won’t release

Hamilton movie yet 

in-Manuel Miranda has no plans to
release his ‘Hamilton’ movie in the near
future. The 38-year-old star revealed the
original cast of the Broadway show

spent three days making a film of the production in
2016, which was edited by the musical’s cast
Thomas Kail, but it’s currently “locked away in a
vault” and won’t be made public until as many peo-
ple as possible have seen the saga in the theatre.
Lin-Manuel told the Daily Mail newspaper: “Our
goal is to let as many people see Hamilton as a
stage show in theatres, in as many cities around the
world, as we can find. And when we feel the time is
right, the idea is to get the film out of the vault and
put it in cinemas.” And while a movie version of
another of his productions, ‘In the Heights’ will be
made next year, Lin-Manuel has “no plans” for a
big screen adaptation of ‘Hamilton’ “any time soon”.
Meanwhile, the actor can next be seen starring as
Jack in ‘Mary Poppins Returns’ and his character
opens the production with a musical number called
‘Underneath the Lovely London Sky’. He said: “It
didn’t start with a big bang and a line of chorus
girls. It lets the audience breathe and relax.” The
film - which also features Emily Blunt as the magical
nanny - is set in the 1930s during the “Great
Slump” and Lin-Manuel understands why movie
musicals such as ‘La La Land’, ‘A Star is Born’ and
‘Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again’ have been such a
hit in recent times. He said: “[It’s no accident] given
the state of the world. They perform a cathartic
function for us.” ‘Mary Poppins Returns’ is released
later this month.
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R Portman fulfilled
childhood dream by
singing in Vox Lux 

atalie Portman’s role in ‘Vox Lux’ is a “dream
come true”. The 37-year-old actress portrays
Celeste - the survivor of a school shooting
who becomes a pop superstar thanks to a

song she wrote about the tragedy - in the upcoming film
and admitted she’s always wanted to sing on screen. She
told Deadline: “She’s an incredible character and some-
times says nonsense, and sometimes says really insightful
things all mixed together.  “It was a childhood dream
come true to get to sing, like singing with a brush in front
of the mirror, but I wouldn’t categorize this movie as a
musical.”  Meanwhile, Natalie - who has been a vocal
supporter of the Time’s Up and #MeToo movements -
thinks equality is still a “challenge” in Hollywood and
believes the movie industry still only tells a narrow spec-
trum of stories, though things are beginning to change.
When asked whether she felt that roles for women had
improved since she first entered the business 24 years
ago, she said: “I think it’s still really challenging, there’s a
lot of tropes that are repeated and revisited.  “Also for
women of color, it’s extremely difficult to be represented.
“However, this year, we saw the first Asian-American
female story to be told by a studio in 25 years. (‘Crazy
Rich Asians’) “But white women are the most represented
of all the women and it’s a challenging thing to show a full
humanity. “So, I think there’s a lot to be done when it
comes to giving more opportunities to other people, and
allowing people from all types of experiences to tell their
stories.”

ortal Engines’ screenwriter Philippa Boyens
“worried” if fans would “understand” the flick.
The Academy Award-winning producer has
confessed that the blockbuster “was not an

easy day at the office” because the project took a lot of
time to get just right. Speaking to Collider about the
adaptation process, Philippa said: “Any work of such vast
imagination is not an easy day at the office, it’s a puzzle
and you’ve got to make the pieces work and you can’t
overwhelm the story just because of the great visuals and
vice versa, and the main thing I worried about was if
people would understand this world. It’s little things like
that of how you’re going to get people into the world.”
Philippa worked on the movie adaptation of the sci-fi
fantasy book that sees the protagonist of the story, Tom
Natsworthy - played by Robert Sheehan - join forces
with a young woman (Hera Hilmer) from an area known
as the Outlands, to discover a mystery that could change
the world they live in. And Philippa is no stranger to the
adaptation of fantasy novels as the screenwriter worked
on ‘The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey’, ‘The Hobbit:
The Desolation of Smaug’, and ‘The Hobbit: The Battle of
the Five Armies’ in 2012, 2013, and 2014 respectively. She
added: “These books first came to us about ten or twelve
years ago actually, and they ended up being shelved
because of the rights to The Hobbit becoming free, so we
ended up doing that. When it came time to do this and
finally think ‘Do we want do it? Are we gonna do it? If
we don’t do it we’ve got to do it now.’ What was interest-

ing was, it felt like it was the right time to do it, and it was
like fate had played a hand somehow. We never set out to
write films that are issue spaced or sending some kind of
message, so to speak because we wrote the scripts three
years ago. What you find in the process of making films is
they become more and more relevant naturally because
they’re being made in that moment and there become
moments where you want to reflect what’s going on in
the world. The whole notion that mankind can destroy
itself, I mean that is a theme that’s run through in the his-
tory of mankind forever.”— Bang Showbiz

Boyens was ‘worried’ fans
wouldn’t get Mortal Engines 
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