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British-US actor Emily Blunt poses upon arrival to attend
the European premiere of the film “Mary Poppins Returns”
at The Royal Albert Hall in London. — AFP

In this file photo Ryan Gosling speaks onstage during the
22nd Annual Hollywood Film Awards at The Beverly Hilton
Hotel in Beverly Hills, California. — AFP photos

An AFP journalist reads the ‘Congo Stories’ book by John
Prendergast and Fidel Bafilemba with pictures by Ryan
Gosling in Washington DC.

A combination of file photos shows (from left) US-Canadian singer Robin Thicke at the MTV European Music Awards
(EMA) 2013 at the Ziggo Dome on November 10, 2013 in Amsterdam, US singer Marvin Gaye at London’s Heathrow air-
port in June 1980, and US recording artist Pharrell Williams posing upon his arrival for the 86th Oscar’s Nominee’s
Luncheon at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, California, on February 10, 2014. — AFP 

In this file photo Keith Richards of The Rolling Stones per-
forms during a concert at The Velodrome Stadium in
Marseille, as part of their ‘No Filter’ tour. — AFP

Emily Blunt was more than a little nervous about step-
ping into Julie Andrews’ laced-up boots when all the
world knows her Mary Poppins was supercalifrag-

ilisticexpialidocious. But just like the miracle-working
nanny, the British actress who takes up Poppins’ talking
umbrella in the new Disney sequel to the children’s clas-
sic, comes equipped with an unwavering stiff upper lip. “I
was a bit trepidatious,” Blunt told AFP, using a word that
might have escaped from a Poppins’ song. So much so
that she tried to put Andrews’ Oscar-winning 1965 per-
formance out of her mind entirely by refusing to watch
the original film.

“I had seen it as a child, so I do have a pretty lasting
memory of the impact it had on me-how spellbinding and
beautiful it was,” said the actress who went to the same
upper-crust English boarding school as Princess Sarah
Zeid of Jordan. “But I decided not to rewatch it so as not
to get intimidated and too influenced by what Julie did. I
just thought, ‘If I’m going to play Mary Poppins, I’ve got
to play my version of her. Otherwise, there’s no point
doing it’,” she said.

‘Eccentric and very funny’ 
So Blunt went back to P. L. Travers original books

where Poppins is “very different, more eccentric, more
rude actually and very funny and weird. “After reading
the books I found her so delicious to play because she is

so mysterious as well,” said Blunt, who is best known for
“The Devil Wears Prada” and “Salmon Fishing in the
Yemen”. “Mary Poppins doesn’t reveal her inner work-
ings to anybody. She doesn’t want to,” said the actress,
who ramps up the nanny’s buttoned-down Britishness in
the new film, “Mary Poppins Returns”, which is set in the
1930s, two decades after the original.

For Blunt, Poppins is not only “superhuman” and
super-capable but also full of contradictions-kind yet
aloof, strict and yet free-spirted, she is “an adrenalin
junkie going into all these adventures. She loves it”. But
you also see “these private moments of compassion and
empathy and where you see just a little crack in the
armour of her stern” rather prim exterior, Blunt said.
Blunt believes Poppins is a mystery wrapped in an enig-
ma who lets people believe that she is some kind of dis-
tressed gentlewoman to “keep everyone guessing”. 

Childhood stutter 
The actress, who had a stutter as a child, made her

breakthrough in the acclaimed British indie movie “My
Summer of Love” by the Oscar-winning Polish-born
director Pawel Pawlikowski. Her own personal Mary
Poppins was a school teacher who helped her overcome
the impediment. The magic worked so well that she made
her stage debut in London’s West End opposite Dame
Judi Dench at 18. Since then she has scaled the heights of

Hollywood, co-starring in blockbusters like “Edge of
Tomorrow” with Tom Cruise and comedies such as “The
Five-Year Engagement”.

But even action thrillers like “Sicario” never prepared
her for the stunts she had to do as Mary Poppins.
Director Rob Marshall said he wanted Mary Poppins to
really drop out of the sky and fly away again at the end
of the film with her umbrella. “I didn’t want it to be some
green screen movie,” he told AFP. “Emily Blunt really flies
out of the sky, that’s her!  “We did that on location, she
was up there, 50 feet (15 meters) in the air. She was terri-
fied. But I wanted to do it as real as possible. Because I
think you can feel it when it is phoney. I wanted to create
a real world where magic is brought into it,” he added.

Blunt admitted that she was “not amazing with
heights and it was one of those things where they
winch you up there and you just think it is going to go
on forever,” she said. Marshall said Blunt was his “first
and only choice” to play Poppins in his film, which is
released in Europe and North America next week. “I
honestly feel she’s the only person on the planet that
can play the part. She’s so warm, accessible, but also
she’s smart and she can sing and dance, and she’s
British. There was no one else for me.”—AFP

Blunt puts spoonful of
British class into Mary Poppins

Gosling goes behind
the camera for
DRCongo book

Actor Ryan Gosling is best known for films as diverse
as “La La Land” and “First Man” but he recently
moved behind the lens for a passion project-taking

photos in the crisis-hit Democratic Republic of Congo. The
38-year-old Gosling, who is Canadian, is no stranger to
advocacy in Africa-for a decade, he’s been working with
the Enough Project, which aims to end mass atrocities in
the continent’s conflict hotspots. On the DRC, he teamed
up with the Enough Project’s founding director John
Prendergast and Congolese activist Fidel Bafilemba to
draw attention to the brutal colonization of the central
African country.

In “Congo Stories: Battling Five Centuries of
Exploitation and Greed,” the pair unpack the tortuous his-
tory of the mineral-rich DRC and how its residents are
looking to the future-with photos by Gosling. “It was just
this theme of an unwavering resilience and an unwillingness
to be broken, and these expressions of hope,” the actor
said at a book event on Thursday at George Washington
University in the US capital. “It is hope that is generated
from people like Fidel and Chouchou,” the two-time Oscar
nominee added, referring to journalist and rights activist
Chouchou Namegabe, who also contributed to the project. 

Following a trip to northern Uganda in 2008, Gosling
and Prendergast decided to head to the eastern DRC in
2010, to travel alongside Bafilemba. “At the time, Ryan was
just taking photos like he was some guy who’d never been
to a place before and wanted to document what he was
seeing,” Prendergast told AFP in an interview. After mulling
over a second trip years later, the pair decided instead to
take Gosling’s photos, Prendergast’s research and

Bafilemba’s interviews with Congolese “upstanders”-in
other words, primarily young citizens working toward
change-to create the book.

Consistent exploitation 
“Congo Stories” guides readers from pre-colonial days

through Belgian rule to independence in 1960, and the cur-
rent situation under President Joseph Kabila-whose suc-
cessor will be chosen December 23 in what is already
proving a turbulent election. It details everything from the
sale of slaves to work on US plantations to the vast
exploitation of the gutting of the country’s remarkable
array of resources.  From rubber and ivory at the turn of
the 20th century, to uranium to develop the atomic bomb,
and now the “three Ts”-tin, tantalum and tungsten-vital to
mobile phones and laptops or cobalt, which is key to elec-
tric car batteries.

Conflict persists notably in North Kivu province on
DRC’s eastern border, which has been subject to waves of
bloodshed involving militias, rebel groups and government
forces for more than 20 years.  The country, also ravaged
by sexual violence, has not known a peaceful transition of
power since gaining independence. For Prendergast, the
book not only “calls for solidarity” with the DRC, but asks
readers “to challenge... those economic arrangements that
have led to this extraordinary situation of human suffering.”
Bafilemba said he would like to see Americans place more
pressure on their lawmakers to act.

“They need to pressure the administration, their
Congress, their Senate to hold Congolese corrupt leaders
to account by keeping them... on sanctions lists, freezing
their assets, banning their travels into this country,” he said.
Bafilemba also called upon US students to pressure their
universities-big buyers of mineral-packed electronics-to
source conflict-free products. “I’m not asking you (for)
your dollars. Just be demanding that your companies stop
(what) they have been doing back in Africa, and particular-
ly in Congo,” he added. — AFP

‘Blurred Lines’ legal
saga ends in $5mn 
ruling favoring
Marvin Gaye family

Along-running copyright dispute over the smash hit
“Blurred Lines” has ended with the family of
Motown legend Marvin Gaye winning a nearly $5

million judgment against Robin Thicke and Pharrell
Williams. Thicke and Williams had been accused by
Gaye’s estate of copyright infringement for their 2013 hit
because of similarities with the late singer’s “Got to Give
It Up.” In 2015, the estate was awarded more than $7
million but the amount was later reduced to $5.3 million

Thicke and Pharrell appealed that judgment and a
California judge earlier this year overall upheld the jury’s
decision. In a December 6 final ruling in the case made
public on Thursday, US District Judge John Kronstadt

ordered Thicke, Williams and Williams’ publishing com-
pany to pay Gaye’s estate $2.9 million in damages, US
media reported. Thicke was ordered to pay an additional
$1.76 million. Williams and his publishing company must
also separately pay Gay’s estate nearly $360,000.

Gaye’s family was also rewarded 50 percent of the
song’s royalties. The verdict caps a long-drawn legal bat-
tle that was closely watched by the music industry. The
initial award in the case had triggered an angry response
from many songwriters, who argued that there were
major differences between the two songs at the center of
the legal battle, including the melodies and lyrics.
Williams, a popular songwriter who had another smash
hit with “Happy,” said in an interview in 2015 that all cre-
ative people had inspirations.

“The verdict handicaps any creator out there who is
making something that might be inspired by something
else,” he said at the time. “If we lose our freedom to be
inspired, we’re going to look up one day and the enter-
tainment industry as we know it will be frozen in litiga-
tion.” Representatives of both Williams and Thicke could
not be immediately reached for comment. — AFP

Hard-partying Keith
Richards says he’s 

virtually quit drinking

Keith Richards, the Rolling Stones guitarist whose
name is synonymous with excess, says he has vir-
tually given up drinking. “It was time to quit,” the

74-year-old Richards told Rolling Stone magazine in an
interview. “It’s been about a year now,” he said. “I pulled
the plug on it. I got fed up with it.” Richards, who has
been arrested several times for drug possession during
his legendary hard-partying career, said he still has the
occasional glass of wine or a beer but has mostly given
up alcohol.

“I don’t notice any difference really-except for I don’t
drink,” Richards said. Fellow guitarist Ronnie Wood said
Richards is “much more mellow” now that he’s given up
booze. “He’s a pleasure to work with,” Wood told Rolling
Stone. “He’s open to more ideas.” “If he’s gonna keep it
up, I’ll be there, full support,” Wood said. The Rolling
Stones are scheduled to launch a US tour in Miami in
April. — AFP

Apple to roll out
new Snoopy, 

Peanuts cartoon
series

Apple will produce a new animated series
starring Snoopy and the Peanuts gang, cre-
ated by the late American cartoonist

Charles Schulz, for its video platform, a source
close to the deal said Friday, confirming press
reports. The agreement was reached with Apple,
“in a highly competitive environment” and at the
expense of other candidates, with the Canadian
group DHX Media, which holds 80% of the rights
of Snoopy and Peanuts, said the source. DHX
bought this stake, as well as rights to Peanuts gang
member Peppermint Patty, for $345 million in 2017.

The commitment is for DHX to produce a new
animated series, specials and short programs
around the Peanuts gang, a bunch of kids with the
dog Snoopy. The Canadian group will also create
educational programs including the Peanuts gang,
exclusively for Apple, around space and the con-
quest of space.

The agreement between Apple and DHX Media
is another example of the Apple brand’s ambition,
given the launch, announced by several media in
2019, of its own video-on-demand service offering
exclusive content. Until now, the video content
available on the iTunes platform was produced by
third parties and accessible one by one, not as a
subscription. Schulz wrote and illustrated the
Peanuts cartoon strip starting in 1950. The final
strip ran in newspapers one day after his death in
February 2000, according to the Charles M.
Schulz Museum. — AFP

US television network CBS paid $9.5
million to Eliza Dushku, an actress
on primetime drama “Bull,” and

wrote her off the show after she claimed
the lead actor had harassed her. Michael
Weatherly made several lewd comments
or jokes in front of the production team
referring to Dushku’s physique, with sex-
ual connotations, according to The New
York Times, which first reported the
development. The actor acknowledged
having made most of the comments, but
insisted that they were not sexual
advances.

Dushku shared her discomfort at the
remarks with the production team before
speaking with Weatherly, and the situation
did not improve. Several days later, the
actress learned that she had been written
off the show even though the production
team had previously told her it was plan-
ning to give her character a recurring role
in the series. After weighing taking legal
action against CBS, the 37-year-old
actress turned to mediation, which led to
an agreement. The settlement amount cor-
responds to the payment she would have
received had she fulfilled the entire term
of her contract.

The network is reeling from having had
to fire its CEO Les Moonves in September
over sexual harassment and assault claims.
Last year, star host Charlie Rose was fired
after eight women accused him of sexual
harassment. “The allegations in Ms
Dushku’s claims are an example that,
while we remain committed to a culture
defined by a safe, inclusive and respectful
workplace, our work is far from done,”
CBS said. But no action was taken against
the man who since 2016 plays the role of
Jason Bull, a psychologist who counsels
lawyers during trial.

“During the course of taping our show,
I made some jokes mocking some lines in
the script,” Weatherly, who was a star of
the network’s leading drama NCIS for 13
seasons, told the Times.  “When Eliza told
me that she wasn’t comfortable with my
language and attempt at humor, I was
mortified to have offended her and imme-
diately apologized. “After reflecting on
this further, I better understand that what
I said was both not funny and not appro-
priate, and I am sorry and regret the pain
this caused Eliza.” — AFP

CBS paid ‘Bull’ actress Eliza Dushku 
$9.5 mn to settle harassment claims

In this file photo Eliza
Dushku attends the
‘Mapplethorpe’ premiere
during the 2018 Tribeca Film
Festival at SVA Theatre in
New York City. — AFP


