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RAMALLAH: Israeli troops demolished the home of a
Palestinian accused of the May killing of a soldier yester-
day, completing a night-long incursion into the Palestinian-
controlled city of Ramallah. The raid on the West Bank city
where Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas has his head-
quarters comes as Israeli forces search for the perpetrator
of a Thursday shooting attack that killed two Israeli sol-
diers. The incursion late Friday triggered clashes with
angry residents following a week of rising tensions.

Both army and border police units took part in the
operation, including members of the commando unit in
which the soldier was serving when he was killed by a slab
hurled from a building during an army raid. Several hun-
dred soldiers entered the city’s Al-Amari refugee camp
late Friday, leaving yesterday morning, AFP journalists
reported. “During the operation, dozens of Palestinians
instigated a number of violent riots. The rioters hurled
rocks towards the forces, who responded with riot disper-
sal means,” the army said.

Inside the camp, soldiers demolished the home of Islam
Abu Hamid, who was arrested in June for the soldier’s
killing. The family house was completely destroyed in a
controlled explosion, AFP correspondents at the scene
said. Neighbors said several hundred residents, including
children, were ordered out of their homes and kept in a
sports field in the cold of night while the army operation
continued. “The weather was very cold. A lot of the elderly,
the children and the women were ill,” said Samir Al-Tukhi,
one of those kept outside.

The Abu Hamid family home has been destroyed before
and rebuilt. Two other Abu Hamid sons are in Israeli cus-
tody, charged with the killings of five Israelis, and another
two face lengthy incarceration for serious security
offences. A sixth Abu Hamid son was killed by Israeli
forces in 1994 after being involved in a deadly ambush
against an Israeli intelligence officer in the West Bank.
According to the indictment against him, Islam Abu Hamid
told interrogators that he wanted to avenge the injury of
one of his brothers in a previous Israeli army raid.

Their mother, Latifa, told AFP the demolition didn’t

matter to her. “The first time we rebuilt it, the second time
we also rebuilt it. One hundred or one thousand times we
will rebuild and they demolish it,” she said. “What can we
do? This is an enemy who thinks that by doing such
actions they will terrorize us and make us fear them. On
the contrary, our animosity becomes stronger, and with it
our perseverance and strength.”

Israel regularly demolishes the homes of Palestinians
who carry out attacks against Israelis. It argues it is a
deterrent though critics say it amounts to collective pun-
ishment. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has faced
pressure from rightwing rivals and Jewish settlers for a
strong response to the killing of the soldiers on Thursday.
It was the third deadly attack by Palestinian gunmen in the
West Bank in two months and set off demonstrations by
settler groups on whose support Netanyahu’s government
depends. In clashes on Friday, a Palestinian teenager was
killed by Israeli fire, the Palestinian health ministry said.
The army did not comment on the death. — Agencies 
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The tomb lies in a buried ridge that has only partially
been uncovered. Waziri said he expects more discover-
ies to be made there when archaeologists start more
excavation work in January.

The tomb belongs to “Wahtye”, a high priest who
served during the reign of King Neferirkare, the antiquities
ministry said. His tomb is decorated with scenes showing
the royal priest alongside his mother, wife and other mem-
bers of his family, the ministry said in a statement. It also
contains more than a dozen niches and 24 colorful statues
of the cleric and members of his family, it said.

The Fifth Dynasty ruled Egypt from about 2,500 BC
to 2,350 BC, not long after the great pyramid of Giza
was built. Saqqara served as the necropolis for
Memphis, the capital of ancient Egypt for more than
two millennia. Ancient Egyptians mummified humans to
preserve their bodies for the afterlife, while animal
mummies were used as religious offerings. Egypt has
revealed over a dozen ancient discoveries this year. The
country hopes the finds will brighten its image abroad
and revive interest among travelers who once flocked
to its iconic pharaonic temples and pyramids but who
fled after the 2011 political uprising. 

In November, archeology officials announced the
discovery in Saqqara of seven sarcophagi, some dating

back more than 6,000 years, during excavation work
started in April by the same archaeological mission.
Three of those tombs contained mummified cats and
scarabs. The Saqqara necropolis south of Cairo is home
to the famous Djoser pyramid, a more than 4,600-year-
old construction which dominates the site and was
Egypt’s first stone monument. The tomb, built by the
master architect Imhotep for the Pharoah Djoser, stood
62 m tall originally and is considered the oldest building
in the world built entirely of stone. - Agencies 

The attack took place at a testing time for President
Emmanuel Macron, who is struggling to quell a month-
long public revolt over high living costs that has
spurred the worst public unrest in central Paris since
the 1968 student riots. The disclosure that Chekatt was
on a security watchlist will raise questions over possi-
ble intelligence failures, though some 26,000 individu-
als suspected of posing a security risk to France are on
the “S File” list. Of these, about 10,000 are believed to
have been radicalized, sometimes in fundamentalist
Salafist mosques, in jail or abroad.

Police had raided the suspect’s home early on
Tuesday in connection with a homicide investigation.
Five people were detained and under interrogation as
part of that investigation. At the Europa Bridge, the main
border crossing in the region used by commuters travel-
ling in both directions, armed police inspected vehicles.
Police were also checking pedestrians and trains arriv-
ing in Germany from Strasbourg. “We don’t know where
the attacker is and we want to prevent him from enter-
ing Germany,” a spokeswoman for the German border
police Bundespolizei said. French Justice Minister
Nicole Belloubet said there was no need for the govern-
ment to declare a state of emergency. — Agencies 
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Sheikh Tamim noted that his country believed in the
importance of the need for dialogue and is keen to keep
the platforms of dialogue and platforms of communica-
tion open to exchange views in a free environment for all
intellectual affiliations and political views. He pointed out
the crises and challenges in the region, including the
Palestinian issue, the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Iraq war
and “the Arab uprisings, which were universally referred
to as the Arab Spring”, as well as the problems of migra-
tion, unemployment and security.

A number of decision-makers and politicians around
the world, heads of state and government, representa-
tives of the private sector, civil society and non-govern-
mental organizations are attending the two-day forum.
Kuwait is participating in the forum with a delegation
headed by Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf and Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Qatar Hafeeth Al-Ajmi. 

Foreign ministers from Iran and Turkey, which both
supported Qatar in the row, are also attending the two-
day forum. Romania’s foreign minister, Teodor-Viorel
Melescanu, told the gathering that the European Union is
working on organizing a conference that could help
solve the Gulf rift. “We are thinking about a joint event
for the EU and Arab countries and we would like to have
a direct discussion with the GCC countries. We hope to
hold it in April and in principle it would take place in
Bucharest,” he later told Reuters. Romania takes the
rotating presidency of the Council of the EU from
January for the next six months.

Bahrain’s foreign minister said yesterday there was no
need for mediation as the solution lay in Doha’s hands. “It
is not our crisis, it is Qatar’s crisis. So there is no need for
a mediator to solve it, what it needs is for a wise person
from its (Qatar’s) people,” Sheikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al-
Khalifa tweeted.

No impact of US sanctions 
Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad

Javad Zarif said US sanctions will have no impact on the
policies of the Islamic republic at home or abroad. “It is
obvious that we are facing pressure by the US sanctions.
But will that lead to a change in policy? I can assure you
it won’t,” Zarif told the Doha Forum. “If there is an art we
have perfected in Iran and can teach to others for a price

- it is the art of evading sanctions,” he added.
The US imposed two sets of sanctions on Iran this

year, after earlier unilaterally pulling out of the Iran
nuclear deal with global powers. Discussing the Yemen
conflict, Zarif denied Tehran had ever armed the Houthi
rebels battling pro-government forces in the country.
“We have never provided weapons to Houthis,” he said
when challenged on what arms it had supplied. “They
have enough weapons, they don’t need weapons from
Iran,” Zarif said.

He said there were only “allegations” that Iran had
sent weapons to Yemen, whereas there were “facts” that
other countries had shipped arms. “I don’t need to show
any evidence about the jets that were flying in Yemen
bombing the Yemenis. “Those are American-made jets
and those are Saudi fighters, I assume, which are piloting
those jets,” Zarif said. “If there are allegations about
Iranian weapons, there are facts about US weapons,
facts about Saudis bombing the hell out of the Yemenis,”
he added.

Iran’s regional rival Saudi Arabia intervened in the
Yemen conflict in 2015 as part of a coalition backing the
government. Zarif said the United States and its ally
Saudi Arabia were responsible for the “humanitarian
nightmare” in war-torn Yemen. He also accused Riyadh
of seeking “tension” with Iran. Zarif also alluded to the
murder of Saudi journalist Jamal Kashoggi, saying Saudi
Arabia believes “it can get away with murder”.
Khashoggi, a palace insider turned critic of the regime,
was killed shortly after entering the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul on Oct 2. 

Spicer admits errors
Also, controversial former White House press secre-

tary Sean Spicer denied yesterday that he ever deliber-
ately lied while working for US President Donald Trump,
but admitted he made errors. “I’ve made mistakes, there
are days when I wish I could have had more information
or could have answered a question... more accurately,”
Spicer said at the Doha Forum. “But I never ever got up
and knowingly lied.” He added: “There are days and
things that I did that I wished I could have known more
at the time.”

Spicer was the White House press secretary from
January to July 2017, at the beginning of Trump’s tenure
as US president. He proved a controversial figure, clash-
ing with the press corps over the size of Trump’s inaugu-
ration and said Adolf Hitler did not use chemical
weapons. Even his White House colleagues said he used
“alternative facts”. Spicer added that he made mistakes,
as journalists do, and claimed he was held accountable
for his comments while reporters are not. — Agencies 
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“This is my second year with Qout Market and I
understand that such things are normal with popup
markets. My products were already prepared, but I
managed to sell them on Instagram, so the closure did
not affect my business,” she said. Abbas Al-Mohri and
Salam Sheshtari, co-founders of ‘West Village Coffee’,

also said they managed to sell their coffee through
their distributors and other channels. West Village
Coffee was launched five months ago, and this is their
first participation in the Qout Market.

Noaf Hussein, co-founder of Qout Market, did not
comment on the closure, but said vendors are careful-
ly chosen to offer new and good quality products to
people. “We can tell a bit about their personality
through the emails the vendors send. We have our
own rules and regulations to accept businesses that
participated today in the market. They have to be
about food, farm and craft. This market is for small and
medium businesses, where we always choose to dis-
play local products over brands and franchises,” she
told Kuwait Times.

Qatar relying on
Kuwait’s...

Egypt unveils 
‘one of a kind’... 

Qout Market 
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“Saudi Arabia’s always been an exotic place... and I did-
n’t think I’d ever be able to come here,” he said as circus
performers entertained guests in between races.

Some 1,000 foreigners from 80 countries received the
new “sharek” visa, which is linked to a specific entertain-
ment event, the authorities said. That is a fraction of what
they eventually hope to attract. “Hopefully we will learn
from this and see what we need to do for the future, but I
can tell you from now that there is a lot of demand...” said
Prince Abdulaziz bin Turki Al-Faisal, vice chairman of the
General Sports Authority.

Whizzing electric racecars wound through the ruins of

Diriyah, the capital of the first Saudi state built by the rul-
ing Al Saud family three centuries ago. The UNESCO
world heritage site is undergoing a multi-million dollar ren-
ovation, celebrating a telling of national history that puts
the dynasty and its clerical allies front and center. Plans to
admit significant numbers of tourists from abroad have
been discussed for years, only to be blocked by conserva-
tive opinion and bureaucracy.

Now the crown prince is seeking to develop new indus-
tries to wean the world’s top oil exporter off petro-dollars.
Tourism is high on the agenda, despite a shortage of infra-
structure. Reforms aim to lift total spending - by locals and
foreigners - to $46.6 billion in 2020 from $27.9 billion in
2015. Such efforts have been overshadowed recently by
the murder of Khashoggi, a Washington Post columnist
and critic of the crown prince. James, another American
tourist, said the visit corrected some of his preconceived
notions, but he bristled at the idea that visiting a country
implied endorsing its government. “Just forget the politics
and you can relate to people all over the world,” he said.
“That applies to Saudi Arabia, too.” —Reuters 

Western tourists 
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Most foreign nations avoided moving embassies there to
prevent inflaming peace talks on the city’s final status - until
Trump unilaterally moved the US embassy there earlier this
year. “We look forward to moving our embassy to west
Jerusalem when practical, in support of and after final status
of determination,” Morrison said, adding that work on a new
site for the embassy was under way.

In the interim, the prime minister said, Australia would
establish a defense and trade office in the west of the holy city.
“Furthermore, recognizing our commitment to a two-state
solution, the Australian government is also resolved to
acknowledge the aspirations of the Palestinian people for a
future state with its capital in east Jerusalem,” he added.

Morrison first floated the shift in foreign policy in October,
the move angered Australia’s immediate neighbor Indonesia -
the world’s most populous Muslim nation - and put a halt on
years-long negotiations on a bilateral trade deal. The coun-
try’s foreign ministry responded yesterday by saying it
“notes” the decision. Canberra on Friday told its citizens trav-
elling to Indonesia to “exercise a high degree of caution”,
warning of protests in the capital Jakarta and popular holiday

hotspots, including Bali. Morrison pointed to Australia’s mili-
tary history in the region, and the country’s interest in a
“rules-based” order in the Middle East, to support the shift in
foreign policy.

The prime minister vowed Australia would no longer
abstain from UN resolutions he said “attacked” Israel, but
would instead oppose them, including the “Jerusalem” resolu-
tion, which asks nations not to locate diplomatic missions to
the holy city. “The UN General Assembly is now the place
where Israel is bullied and where anti-Semitism is cloaked in
language about human rights,” Morrison said.

“Israel views the decision of the Australian government to
open its trade and defense office in Jerusalem as a step in the
right direction,” an Israeli foreign ministry statement said.
“Israel congratulates the government of Australia for its
stance regarding sanctions on Iran and also regarding its
pro-Israel position at the UN and against anti-Semitism.”

Senior Palestinian official Saeb Erekat said Australia’s
move to open a trade office in Jerusalem violates a United
Nations resolution. “From the beginning, we’ve perceived the
Australian government’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital as one wherein petty domestic politics steer
irresponsible policies that contradict world peace and securi-
ty,” he said in a statement.

Commentators said yesterday that the embattled PM -
who faces the prospect of an election drubbing next year -
was “saving face”, sticking to the status quo by holding back
an embassy move, and easing tension with his distinction
between east and west Jerusalem.  The opposition Labor par-
ty slammed Morrison for putting “self-interest ahead of the
national interest”. — Agencies 

Australia recognizes 
west Jerusalem... 

PARIS: Since US President Donald Trump weaponized
the term “fake news” during the 2016 presidential election
campaign, the phrase has gone viral. Increasingly it is
used by politicians around the world to denounce or dis-
miss news reports that do not fit their version of the truth.
But as news outlets defend their work, false information is
saturating the political debate worldwide and undermin-
ing an already weak level of trust in the media and institu-
tions. The term has come to mean anything from a mistake
to a parody or a deliberate misinterpretation of facts. At
the same time, misinformation online is increasingly visible
in attempts to manipulate elections. 

The build-up to Trump’s 2016 victory, for example,
saw numerous examples of hoaxes and false news stories:
from Hillary Clinton’s alleged links to a child sex ring to a
false report the Pope had endorsed Trump.
Misinformation had “a significant impact” on voting deci-
sions, according to Ohio State University researchers,
who questioned voters. But it was impossible to prove
that false information swung the election for Trump.

As president, Trump still denounces any information
that displeases him as “fake news”. Experts say his aides,
meanwhile, have offered a mixture of truth and distortions,
sometimes described as “alternative facts”. “Lies and fab-
rication even seem to bolster one’s reputation and politi-
cal prowess among their core supporters,” said John
Huxford of Illinois State University, who researches false
information. Some studies even suggest that, as partisan-
ship has risen, more people are willing to believe false-
hoods. One 2017 survey, for example, showed 51 percent
of Republicans still believed that Barack Obama was born
in Kenya, despite the hoax having been debunked.

In 2018, the average level of trust in the news, across
37 countries, remained relatively stable at 44 percent,
according to a poll by YouGov for the Reuters Institute
for the Study of Journalism. But false information spread
by authority figures has not helped matters. In Ukraine,

for example, authorities staged the death of Russian jour-
nalist Arkady Babchenko at the end of May, to foil a real
plot to assassinate him. Reports of the fake death made in
good faith by mainstream media were “a godsend for
paranoid people and conspiracy theorists,” said
Christophe Deloire, secretary general of media rights
watchdog Reporters Without Borders.

Trust in traditional media remains higher than for social
networks, according to the YouGov poll. Only 23 percent
of those polled said they trusted the news they found on
social media. But a study released by the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) in March found that false
news spreads more rapidly on Twitter than real news does.

Many believe Facebook is the main vehicle for false
information. It was forced to admit that Cambridge
Analytica, a political firm working for Donald Trump in
2016, had hijacked the data of tens of millions of its users.
Some critics of the Brexit referendum accuse Cambridge
Analytica of having used that data to swing voters
towards the “Leave” vote. In the US, Special Counsel
Robert Mueller’s investigation into Trump’s campaign
links with Russia has targeted Facebook accounts and
private pages managed by the Internet Research Agency,
a Russia-based “troll farm”. 

Such was the level of concern that Facebook boss
Mark Zuckerberg has been questioned by the European
Parliament and the US Congress. The US giant in 2018
announced new measures to improve technology for
tackling false information around the world. Another
country where Facebook has come under fire for spread-
ing false information is Brazil, the scene of a giant truck-
ers’ strike last May. Fake audio of people supposedly con-
nected to the strike was spread widely, said Cristina
Tardaguila, founder of the Brazilian Agencia Lupa fact-
checking organization. Most of the messages during the
strike were spread on WhatsApp, a messaging service
with more than one billion global users, owned by
Facebook.

WhatsApp has also been accused of circulating false
information. It came under immense pressure after the
lynching of more than 20 people accused of child abduc-
tion in recent months in India, its largest market. They
were sparked by false news reports. WhatsApp took out
full-page advertisements in Indian newspapers offering
“easy tips” to identify fact from fiction. But the company
stands by its policy of protecting the privacy of its users
with encryption technology.— AFP

RAMALLAH: People gather at the scene where the house
belonging to a Palestinian was blown up by Israeli troops in
the Israeli-occupied West Bank yesterday. —AFP 
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