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Indiana Pacers muscle past 
76ers 113-101 for big road win

25

Celtics ride blistering start to easy win over Hawks
PHILADELPHIA: Thaddeus Young had 26 points and
10 rebounds to carry the visiting Indiana Pacers past
the Philadelphia 76ers 113-101 on Friday for their sixth
straight win. Bojan Bogdanovic added 18 points and
Victor Oladipo had 14 in just his second game back
from a sore knee that sidelined him for 11 games.
Domantas Sabonis contributed 14 points and 16
rebounds. Joel Embiid led the Sixers with 40 points and
21 rebounds, while JJ Redick scored 22 points and Ben
Simmons had 18 points and nine rebounds. Sixers guard
Jimmy Butler missed his second straight game with a
strained groin and was replaced in the starting lineup
by Furkan Korkmaz. The Sixers fell to 14-3 at home and
dropped back-to-back home games for the first time all
season.

WARRIORS 130, KINGS 125
Golden State countered a 10-0 Sacramento run with

a 17-2 game-ending flurry, allowing the two-time
defending NBA champions to escape with a victory
over the host Kings. Stephen Curry poured in a game-
high 35 points, Kevin Durant had 33 and Klay
Thompson 27, helping the Warriors bounce back from a
113-93 embarrassment at home against the Toronto
Raptors on Wednesday night with a second consecu-
tive narrow victory over their Northern California rival.
Buddy Hield had 27 points, De’Aaron Fox 25 and Willie
Cauley-Stein 22 for the Kings, who had a two-game
winning streak snapped.

KNICKS 126, HORNETS 124 (OT)
Emmanuel Mudiay scored a career-high 34 points,

and visiting New York rallied from a 21-point deficit to
beat Charlotte in overtime. Mudiay hit a layup for a
126-121 lead with 17 seconds remaining, and the Knicks
held on from there although the Hornets had a chance
to tie at the buzzer, when Kemba Walker missed a drive
in traffic. It was a shocker after the Hornets led 72-53 at
halftime and 93-78 going into the fourth quarter. It was
payback, as well, after the Hornets rolled to a 119-107
victory in New York last Sunday.

NUGGETS 109, THUNDER 98
Nikola Jokic had 24 points, 15 rebounds and nine

assists, Jamal Murray had 19 points and nine rebounds,

and host Denver held off Oklahoma City. Juan
Hernangomez had 16 points and Torrey Craig scored 15
for the Nuggets, who kept the top spot in the Western
Conference with the win. Paul George scored a game-
high 32 points, Steven Adams had 26 and Russell
Westbrook finished with 13 points and 14 rebounds for
the Thunder. Oklahoma City went only 17 of 29 from
the foul line.

BUCKS 114, CAVALIERS 102
Giannis Antetokounmpo matched a career-high 44

points, grabbed 14 rebounds and had eight assists as
visiting Milwaukee led wire-to-wire and beat
Cleveland. Antetokounmpo was coming off his lowest-
scoring game of the season — 12 in a loss Wednesday
to Indiana. On Friday, he went 14-for-19 from the field
and made 16 of 21 free-throw attempts. Brook Lopez
scored 19 and Eric Bledsoe added 16 points for the
Bucks. Jordan Clarkson led the Cavaliers with 23 points
off the bench. Rodney Hood added 19 for Cleveland.

TRAIL BLAZERS 128, RAPTORS 122
Damian Lillard scored 24 points as host Portland

took care of Toronto with eight Trail Blazers scoring in
double figures, including Zach Collins with 16 and Seth
Curry with 13, both season highs and both coming off
the bench. Kawhi Leonard scored 28 points and Fred
VanVleet added a season-high 21 for the Raptors, who
had won two in a row to begin their four-game road
trip. Portland’s bench totaled 58 points, its season high.
Toronto was without center Jonas Valanciunas, who
dislocated a thumb in Wednesday’s victory at Golden
State, and point guard Kyle Lowry, who had a thigh
bruise.

HEAT 100, GRIZZLIES 97
Josh Richardson and Kelly Olynyk scored 18 points

each to lead Miami to a win over host Memphis as the
Heat snapped a two-game losing streak. Heat center
Hassan Whiteside, who missed the past four games due
to the birth of his son, produced six points, seven
rebounds and two blocks in 22 minutes. Memphis,
which has lost three of its past four games, was led by
point guard Mike Conley, who scored a game-high 22
points and dished out eight assists.

CELTICS 129, HAWKS 108
Kyrie Irving scored 12 of his 24 points in a 42-point

first quarter to spark Boston to its eighth straight win in
defeating visiting Atlanta. Irving was 8-for-15 from the
floor and 4-for-5 on 3-pointers, with five rebounds, five
assists and four steals and has shown no lingering
effects from the right shoulder soreness that caused
him to miss the Dec. 10 game against New Orleans. In
his last two games, Irving has scored 62 points. The
Hawks got a career-high-matching 19 points from
Kevin Huerter for his second straight outing. Forward
John Collins posted his sixth consecutive double-dou-
ble, scoring 11 points and pulling down 14 rebounds for

Atlanta, which has dropped two straight and six of its
last seven.

NETS 125, WIZARDS 118
Spencer Dinwiddie scored 27 points in 32 minutes

off the bench and Brooklyn defeated visiting
Washington for its season-high fourth straight win. Joe
Harris scored 19 points and Rodions Kurucs and
Rondae Hollis-Jefferson had 15 each for the Nets.
Bradley Beal led the Wizards with 31 points on 13-for-
22 shooting and added nine assists. John Wall had 17
points and a game-high 13 assists for Washington,
which has lost four straight. — Reuters

PHILADELPHIA:  Thaddeus Young #21 of the Indiana Pacers shoots the ball against the Philadelphia 76ers on
Friday at the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia. —AFP

RALEIGH: Salt Lake City has been selected by the
United States Olympic Committee (USOC) for a
potential bid to host the Winter Olympics in 2030. The
USOC board of directors has expressed interest in
bidding for future Winter Games but has not deter-
mined when a formal bid might be submitted, the
USOC said in a statement on Friday.

Salt Lake City, which hosted the 2002 Winter
Olympics, was preferred to the Colorado city of
Denver. “We are truly humbled and honored to be the
USOC’s choice to bid for a future Winter Olympic and
Paralympic Games,” said Salt Lake City Mayor Jackie
Biskupski.

USOC chief Larry Probst said Salt Lake City gave
the US the best chance to bring the Winter Olympics
to the country for the fifth time. Chief executive officer
Sarah Hirshland, in a conference call following the
executive board meeting, said the decision to identify
Salt Lake as the candidate city would give any bid the
best chance of success.

“It’s worth noting there is no 2030 bid process
open with the IOC at this stage but work we will do is
to continue to refine the possibility, refine the plan for
a possible bid but at this point there is no determina-
tion, nor is there an active process for bidding that will
take place,” she said.

“So we have the luxury of some time to ensure with
have a very thoughtful plan and collaborative
approach. “There is incredible support from the com-
munity at large,” she added of Utah’s most populous
city. “They have some very unique advantages and
certainly the venues and the existence of those venues
and the proximity of those venues is one of those
advantages.”

US Ski & Snowboard welcomed the decision. “The
possibility of having a future Olympic Winter Games
in the USA is incredibly exciting,” said chief executive
Tiger Shaw. “Colorado and Utah have created many of
the world’s best athletes in our sports and both have
been very supportive in hosting world class events.”

The decision comes at a time when the
International Olympic Committee has seen interest in
hosting Olympic Games fall dramatically as the size
and cost of staging the multi-sport event has sky-
rocketed.

Residents in Calgary recently resoundingly voted
against the western Canadian city’s plan to bid for the
2026 Games. The vote left Sweden’s Stockholm and an
Italian bid involving Milan and Cortina d’Ampezzo as
the only candidates left in the race.

Swiss city Sion, Japan’s Sapporo and Graz in
Austria all withdrew earlier this year, while Turkey’s
Erzurum was eliminated from the bidding process by
the IOC, which will elect the winning bid in June 2019.

With Asia hosting back-to-back Games after
Pyeongchang this year and Beijing in 2022, and
Europe likely to host the 2026 gathering, any bid from
the United States for the 2030 Winter Olympics would
be a strong favourite. — Reuters
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Netherlands set up a title clash with Belgium in the field
hockey World Cup after edging out Australia 4-3 on penal-
ties in Bhubaneswar yesterday.

Blaak was on top of his game throughout the semifinal,
producing a match-winning save in sudden death to deny
Australia a chance of clinching their third successive title
after they won in 2010 and 2014.

The match was level at 2-2 after world number one
Australia claimed an equaliser 26 seconds from full time at
the Kalinga Stadium in the east Indian state of Odisha. Both
teams scored three goals each in the penalty shoot out but
as the match went to sudden death, the Netherlands-shoot-
ing first-scored while the Kookaburras missed the goal after
Blaak got the ball away with his stick. It will be the
Netherlands’ record seventh final and they have the chance
to claim their fourth World Cup title. “Really happy that we
won... When it came down to the final one I had to make a
decision and got the sweep,” said Blaak. “Conceding a goal
26 seconds before the end of the game is something really
terrible and but (we) turned it back,” he said.

In the first semifinal Belgium thrashed England 6-0, with
Simon Gougnard scoring a goal after his father died on the
eve of the crucial clash. Olympic silver medallists Belgium,
who had beaten two-time champions Germany in the quar-
ter-finals, came out all guns blazing with Tom Boon giving
them an early lead in the eight minute of the match. In an
emotional moment for Gougnard, he doubled his team’s ear-

ly lead in the 19th minute with a penalty corner conversion.
Alexander Hendrickx also got two, helping him to a lead in
the tournament top scorers list with seven goals so far.

“We are just really proud at what happened. We played
in the honour of (the) father of Simon who suddenly passed

away yesterday,” Boon, who was named man of the match,
said after the win. “We did it again today and in the quarter-
finals and it is going to be one more step in tomorrow’s
game. We just have to put another great performance and
hope we can win.”—AFP

BHUBANESWAR: Belgium’s Loick Luypaert (C) fights for the ball with England’s Will Calnan (2L) during the field hock-
ey semi-final match between England and Belgium at the 2018 Hockey World Cup in Bhubaneswar yesterday. — AFP
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SHANGHAI: Olympic silver medallist P.V. Sindhu hopes
to finally get her hands on gold when the nearly woman
of badminton faces Japan’s Nozomi Okuhara in today’s
decider at the World Tour Finals.

In the men’s final of the season-ending $1.5 million
tournament in the Chinese city of Guangzhou, home
player and number two in the world Shi Yuqi plays top-
ranked Kento Momota of Japan in a mouthwatering
showdown.

The sixth-ranked Indian Sindhu has been in imperi-
ous form all week and made it a fourth victory with a
bruising defeat of Thailand’s Ratchanok Intanon yester-
day. The 23-year-old player, renowned for her never-
say-die attitude, needed all her resolve to finally see off
Ratchanok 21-16, 25-23 in a captivating semi-final.

Sindhu has suffered a series of finals disappoint-
ments in recent years-as well as silver at Rio 2016, she
also took silver at the Asian Games and Commonwealth
Games this year.

Likewise, she has twice lost in the final of the World
Championships and was runner-up in last year’s season
finale. “I hope that ending the season, I can win gold,
definitely it would mean a lot,” said the Indian.

“I would not call it pressure. I will just play freely,
like how I have played these last four matches. “And, if I

win it, it will be very important for me.” In the other
last-four clash in the women’s draw, Okuhara, a place
above Sindhu at five in the world, emerged from an all-
Japanese clash against Akane Yamaguchi, winning 21-
17, 21-14.

The men’s championship match promises to be a
cracker between Momota, the world champion, and Shi.
The 22-year-old Shi, who has taken over from the likes
of Olympic champions Chen Long and Lin Dan as
China’s best men’s player, came back from a slow start
to beat Indian underdog Sameer Verma 12-21, 22-20, 21-
17. Momota, 24, had it comparatively easy against Son
Wan-ho, defeating the South Korean 21-14, 21-12 to
underline his status as the tournament favourite. — AFP
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RIYADH: Portuguese Antonio Felix da Costa held off a late
charge from defending world champion Jean-Eric Vergne
to win the opening race of the Formula E season in Saudi
Arabia yesterday.

DS Techeetah’s Vergne snatched the lead at the
halfway stage of the Ad Diriyah ePrix but a drive-through
penalty meant he finished second behind BMW Andretti’s
Da Costa, with Jerome D’Ambrosio completing the podi-
um for Mahindra Racing. The city-based single-seater
series began its fifth season with a first-ever race in Saudi
Arabia, which also saw the debut of the Gen2 car that can
hit a top speed of 280 kph and will have sufficient battery
power to last an entire race.

Previously, drivers have had to stop and change cars.
Pole sitter Da Costa overcame an indifferent start after mis-
judging his grid spot and had to position his car at an angle
pointing towards the barriers. At the halfway stage, Vergne
passed Da Costa to snatch the lead, going around the out-
side of the Turn 18 right-hander. Vergne’s team mate Andre
Lotterer also went past Da Costa into second spot before
both DS Techeetah drivers were handed drive-through
penalties for technical infringements.—Reuters
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