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Kohli leads Indian fightback 
on day two against Australia

SCOREBOARD

India 1st innings
K. Rahul b Hazlewood 2
M Vijay b Starc 0
C Pujara c Paine b Starc 24
V Kohli not out 82
A Rahane not out 51
Extras (lb6, nb2, w5) 13
Total (three wickets, 69 overs) 172     
Fall: 1-6 (Vijay), 2-8 (Rahul), 3-82 (Pujara)
To bat: Hanuma Vihari, Ajinkya Rahane, Rishabh Pant, Umesh
Yadav, Mohammed Shami, Ishant Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah
Bowling: Starc 14-4-42-2 (2nb), Hazlewood 16-7-50-1,
Cummins 17-3-40-0 (1w), Lyon 22-4-34-0.

Australia 1st innings
M. Harris c Rahane b Vihari 70
A. Finch lbw Bumrah 50
U. Khawaja c Pant b Yadav 5
S. Marsh c Rahane b Vihari 45
P. Handscomb c Kohli b Sharma 7
T. Head c Shami b Sharma 58
T. Paine lbw Bumrah 38
P. Cummins b Yadav 19
M. Starc c Pant b Sharma 6
N. Lyon not out 9
J. Hazlewood c Pant b Sharma 0
Extras (b4, lb7, nb1, w7) 19
Total (all out; 108.3 overs) 326
Fall of wickets: 1-112 (Finch), 2-130 (Khawaja), 3-134 (Harris), 4-
148 (Handscomb), 5-232 (Marsh), 6-251 (Head), 7-310
(Cummins), 8-310 (Paine), 9-326 (Starc), 10-326 (Hazlewood).
Bowling: Sharma 20.3-7-41-4 (1nb), Bumrah 26-8-53-2, Yadav
23-3-78-2 (1w), Shami 24-3-80-0 (2w), Vihari 14-1-53-2, Vijay
1-0-10-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on second day in Australia’s second Test
against India at Perth yesterday:

India cleaned up Australian tail with Sharma claiming 4-41
PERTH: India expects captain Virat Kohli to continue to
lead from the front after he guided their fightback on
day two of the second Test against Australia at Perth
yesterday. At stumps, the visitors had overcome a terri-
ble start and were 172 for three, still trailing the
Australian first innings total of 326 by 154 runs with
seven wickets in hand.

The imperious Kohli was unbeaten on 82 and shap-
ing as the major stumbling block for Australia, with
Ajinkya Rahane also in fine form on 51, the pair having
added 90 for the third wicket. Paceman Ishant Sharma,
who claimed four first innings wickets and will start the
Australian second innings on a hat-trick, said the game
was still evenly poised.

However, he believe Kohli is their trump card head-
ing into day three. “We feel pretty confident whenever
he is batting,” he said of Kohli. “We finished the day in
a strong position. “It’s equal right now, hopefully we’ll
win the first session tomorrow and turn the game in our
favour.”

Australian batsman Usman Khawaja admitted Kohli
was the prized wicket, but believed his team still held
the upper hand. “We’re still ahead of the game in a lot
of respects,” Khawaja said. “Virat’s a good batsman, he
respects good balls and tries to put away bad ones.

“It took them 70 overs to get 170, so I still think one
or two wickets hopefully in the first session today will
be pretty big for us.”

TERRIBLE START 
Up 1-0 in the four-Test series, India made a terrible

start to their first innings after cleaning up the
Australian tail in the morning session, before Kohli
came to the rescue. With the last ball before lunch, left-
arm paceman Mitchell Starc found a gap between
opener Murali Vijay’s bat and pad to send his stumps
flying for a 12-ball duck.

Shortly after play resumed both openers were gone,
with Josh Hazlewood getting through KL Rahul’s
defences to bowl him for two with India slumping to
eight for two on what appeared a tricky pitch on the
first day.

However, Kohli looked comfortable from the moment
he strode to the crease, a crisp on-drive from the sec-
ond ball he faced from Hazlewood racing to the bound-
ary. His only real moment of concern came on 22, when

he left a delivery from spinner Nathan Lyon and the ball
just bounced over the bails.

Kohli faced 181 balls and hit nine fours, with a 25th
Test century firmly in his sights on a wicket showing
few of the devils of the first day. Rahane hit six fours in
103 and had the honour of hitting the first Test match
six at the new venue.

The stubborn Pujara offered strong support for
Kohli initially, but fell in surprising fashion for 24,
caught down the leg side by wicketkeeper Tim Paine
from a wayward Starc (2-42) delivery.

Earlier, India had cleaned up the Australian tail with
Sharma claiming 4-41. At 310 for six, the home side
were edging towards an imposing first innings total

after winning the toss and electing to bat. But the
Indians, who are out to win their first-ever series in
Australia, struck back to claim the last four wickets for
just 16 runs.

Australia resumed at 277 for six, with overnight
batsmen Paine and Pat Cummins building a useful lower
order partnership. The pair put on 59 before Cummins
(19) was clean bowled by a sharp delivery from Umesh
Yadav (2-78) to end his 66-ball knock.

That sparked the Australian collapse, with Paine
then trapped lbw by Jasprit Bumrah two balls later
for 38. Sharma claimed the wickets of Starc (6) and
Josh Hazlewood (0) in successive balls to end the
innings. — AFP

PERTH: Australia’s paceman Mitchell Starc (C) bowls as India’s batsman Virat Kohli (R) looks on during day two
of the second Test cricket match between Australia and India in Perth yesterday. —AFP

SCOREBOARD

Sri Lanka 1st innings
M. Gunathilaka lbw Southee 1
F. Karunaratne c Watling b Wagner 79
D. de Silva c Watling b Southee 1
K. Mendis c Patel b Southee 2
A. Mathews c Watling b Southee 83
D. Chandimal c Patel b Southee 6
N. Dickwella not out 73
D. Perera c Watling b de Grandhomme16 
S. Lakmal c Nicholls b Wagner 3
K. Rajitha c Watling b Boult 2

L. Kumara not out 0
Extras (lb7, nb2) 9
Total (nine wickets, 87 overs) 275 
Fall of wickets: 1-5 (Gunathilaka), 2-7 (de
Silva), 3-9 (Mendis), 4-142 (Karunaratne),
5-167 (Chandimal), 6-187 (Mathews), 7-
223 (Perera), 8-240 (Lakmal), 9-275
(Rajitha).
Bowling: Boult 26-6-77-1, Southee 25-6-
67-5, de Grandhomme 13-2-35-1 (nb1),
Wagner 20-2-75-2 (nb1), Patel 3-0-14-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on the opening day of the first Test between New Zealand
and Sri Lanka in Wellington yesterday:

WELLINGTON: Paceman Tim
Southee skittled Sri Lanka’s top order
with a five-wicket haul to give New
Zealand an edge on the opening day
of the first Test in Wellington yester-
day. Southee took three scalps in a
devastating opening spell to reduce
the tourists to nine for three, then fol-
lowed with a double strike to snuff
out a promising fightback in the final
session.

Sri  Lanka were 275 for nine at
stumps, with their hopes resting on a
rearguard act ion from Niroshan
Dickwella, who was not out on 73.
Angelo Mathews and Dimuth
Karunaratne were the only other bats-
man to offer any meaningful resistance,
notching 83 and 79 respectively and
forging a 133-run partnership.

Mathews said i t  was a  di f f icu l t
wicket to play on as the ball nipped
around early, although he was wary of
conditions possibly easing when New
Zealand bat on day two. “We need as
much (runs) as we can,” he said. “The
wicket might get better once the sun
is out.”

Southee ended the day with five for
67 in 25 overs, his eighth five-wicket
haul in Test cricket and his best figures
at the Basin Reserve. His early burst
ensured New Zealand’s decision to
bowl on a green wicket after winning
the toss reaped immediate rewards.

Sr i  Lanka capta in  Dinesh
Chandimal said before the match that
he wanted his top order to survive the
first hour and see off the new ball but
the wickets began to tumble in just
the second over.

Danushka Gunathi laka was
Southee’s first victim, out lbw for one
after fai l ing to deal  with a late
inswinger. Dhananjaya de Silva then
edged through to the keeper for the
same score and a clearly rattled Kusal
Mendis only managed to reach two
before hitting a simple catch to Ajaz
Patel at mid-wicket.

Karunaratne was given a life on 33
when Neil Wagner had him caught at
mid-wicket, only to have the delivery
ruled a no-ball due to a foot fault. He
was also fortunate not to be caught in
the s l ips after nicking a swinging
Southee delivery just before bringing
up his 21st Test 50.

‘FRUSTRATING’ INNINGS 
Wagner finally got his man after

lunch when Karunaratne miscued a pull
shot and gloved a short ball to keeper
BJ Watling. Mathews looked threaten-
ing before Southee struck again, leav-
ing Dickwella to work with the tailen-
ders in pursuit of a respectable total.

He did the job superbly, frustrating
the New Zealand attack to take Sri
Lanka’s innings into a second day.
Southee said Dickwella had showed
that batting positively could work on
the pitch.

“Dickwella’s come out and played
aggressively and a gem of an innings
for them, frustrating for us probably,”
he said.  “We’ll turn up tomorrow and
get that (last) wicket as quick as possi-
ble.” Sri Lanka, ranked sixth in the
world, have lost their last five Tests
against New Zealand and suffered a 3-
0 Test series whitewash against
England last month.

They have faced upheaval in their
coaching and selection ranks in recent
weeks and arrived in New Zealand low
on confidence. In contrast, the fourth-
ranked Black Caps entered the two-
match contest buoyed by their first
away Test series win over Pakistan in
49 years last week. — AFP

Southee stars as 
S Lanka struggle 
in New Zealand

SYLHET: Batsman Evin Lewis returned as the
West Indies yesterday named a 15-man
squad for their three-match Twenty20 series
against Bangladesh, beginning next week.

Lewis had turned down a white-ball con-
tract in October before withdrawing from the
limited-over legs of the side’s recent India
tour, citing personal reasons.

He also did not play for the West Indies in
the just-concluded one-day international
series against Bangladesh.

The West Indies also welcomed backed
fast bowlers Kesrick Williams and Sheldon
Cottrell while all-rounder Kieron Pollard and
left-arm pacer Obed McCoy were left out
because of injuries.

Nicholas Pooran, Khary Pierre, Fabian
Allen and Oshane Thomas retained their
places in the T20 squad from the last series in
India. “After Bangladesh won the T20 series
in the West Indies, we will be expecting a
highly competitive return series,” Cricket
West Indies chairman of selectors Courtney
Browne said in a statement.

He added that selectors were hoping to
see “bigger commitment” to West Indies

cricket from the returning Lewis. Bangladesh
defeated the West Indies 2-1 in their previous
T20 series in August.

The Tigers have maintained their success
against the Caribbean side at home, sweeping
the Tests 2-0 before winning the three-match
ODI series 2-1.

The first T20 will be played on Monday
at the Sylhet International Cricket Stadium
in the country’s northeast, while Dhaka will
host the next two matches on December 20
and 22. Squad: Carlos Brathwaite (capt),
Darren Bravo, Shimron Hetmyer, Fabian
Allen, Kesrick Williams, Keemo Paul, Khary
Pierre, Evin Lewis, Nicholas Pooran,
Rovman Powell, Denesh Ramdin, Shai Hope,
Sherfane Rutherford, Sheldon Cottrell ,
Oshane Thomas. —AFP

W Indies’ Lewis 
returns for 
Bangladesh T20s

CAROLINA: Jakub Vrana scored in the sixth
round of a shootout to give the Washington
Capitals a 6-5 victory against the host Carolina
Hurricanes in a thriller in which Washington’s Alex
Ovechkin posted a hat trick for the second
straight game Friday night in Raleigh, N.C. The
Capitals overcame a three-goal hole, with
Ovechkin breaking a 4-4 tie with 10:11 to play in
regulation on a power-play goal. Ovechkin scored
his 26th, 27th and 28th goals of the season, notch-
ing a goal in each period. In the shootout,
Carolina’s Dougie Hamilton and Washington’s
Nicklas Backstrom converted in the fourth round
before Vrana ended it. In regulation, Tom Wilson
and Travis Boyd also scored for Washington,
which has won four games in a row. John Carlson
and Nic Dowd each registered three assists for
the Capitals. Sebastian Aho scored twice for the
Hurricanes and finished with a four-point outing,
but he was not used in the shootout.

JETS 4, BLACKHAWKS 3
Mark Scheifele scored his second goal of the

game 50 seconds into overtime to lead Winnipeg
to its fourth straight win by beating host Chicago.
Goalie Laurent Brossoit stopped 34 shots for the
Jets, who have won eight of their last nine games
and sit atop the Western Conference standings.
Winnipeg has won four straight meetings with the
struggling Blackhawks. Scheifele, whose game
winner gives him 20 goals on the season, also col-
lected an assist, giving him 11 points in a four-
game scoring spree.

COYOTES 4, RANGERS 3 (OT)
Derek Stepan scored with 32 seconds remain-

ing in overtime as Arizona stormed back from a
three-goal deficit and ended a nine-game road
losing streak to New York. Stepan gave Arizona
its first win over the Rangers in New York since
Dec. 2007 when he finished off an odd-man rush
and lifted a wrist shot from the right circle over
former teammate Henrik Lundqvist’s right pad
while using New York defenseman Brady Skjei as
a screen. Stepan’s dramatic tally also ended

Arizona’s four-game losing streak and a nine-
game overall skid to the Rangers since Oct. 3,
2013. It was Arizona’s first overtime win against
the Rangers since Nov. 2, 1986 and the franchise’s
first overtime win at Madison Square Garden.

DEVILS 5, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4
Nico Hischier scored 41 seconds into overtime

as host New Jersey twice rallied from three-goal
deficits to defeat Vegas. Hischier took a pass from
Marcus Johansson and then skated in from the
right side of the goal and slid a shot inside the left
post past Marc-Andre Fleury to give New Jersey
its first overtime win of the season in six tries.
William Karlsson scored two goals, and Alex Tuch
and William Carrier also scored for Vegas, which
lost for the first time in 13 chances when leading
after two periods. Fleury had 37 saves for the
Golden Knights.

PENGUINS 5, BRUINS 3
Jake Guentzel scored a tiebreaking goal in the

third period and goaltender Casey DeSmith made
a career-high 48 saves as Pittsburgh beat visiting
Boston. Zach Aston-Reese finished with two
goals, an assist and nine hits. Derek Grant and Phil
Kessel scored and Sidney Crosby had two assists
for Pittsburgh, which is 4-1-1 in its past six games.
Chris Wagner had a goal and an assist, and

Brandon Carlo and David Krejci also scored for
Boston, which had won three straight. Jaroslav
Halak made 23 saves.

OILERS 4, FLYERS 1
Connor McDavid scored twice and had an

assist as Edmonton defeated visiting Philadelphia,
who improved to 9-2-2 under new coach Ken
Hitchcock, including 6-0-0 at home. Alex
Chiasson and Adam Larsson also scored for the
Oilers, Leon Draisaitl added three assists and
goaltender Mikko Koskinen remained unbeaten in
seven decisions this season at home by stopping
31 of 32 shots. Jakub Voracek scored and Anthony
Stolarz made 18 saves for the Flyers, who have
lost three straight and are 3-7-3 in their past 13
games. Stolarz has allowed 14 goals over his past
three appearances.

BLUES 4, AVALANCHE 3 (OT)
Ryan O’Reilly scored on a shorthanded break-

away at 2:05 of overtime and St. Louis defeated
visiting Colorado. Colton Parayko scored twice
and Ivan Barbashev also had a goal for St. Louis
while O’Reilly added an assist. Sven Andrighetto,
Matt Calvert and J.T. Compher scored for
Colorado. Compher added an assist. Jake Allen
stopped 39 shots for St. Louis. Philipp Grubauer
made 24 saves for Colorado.— Reuters

Ovechkin’s second 
straight hat trick 
leads Capitals

CHICAGO:  Adam Lowry #17 of the Winnipeg Jets hits Dylan Sikura #95 of the Chicago
Blackhawks at the United Center on Friday in Chicago, Illinois. The Jets defeated the
Blackhawks 4-3 in overtime. — AFP


