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BERLIN: Thomas Mueller made his 300th Bundesliga
appearance for Bayern Munich yesterday, cementing his
status as one of a dying breed to have only ever played for
just one professional club.

The 29-year-old attacking midfielder reached the mile-
stone in Bayern’s 4-0 demolition of Hanover 96. Of all the
statistics surrounding Mueller’s career, the most eye-
catching is that Bayern are unbeaten in the 84 league
games in which he has scored.

Although he failed to find the net against Hanover, he
did set up the opening goal for Joshua Kimmich. He picked
up the first straight red card of any otherwise well-
behaved career in Wednesday’s thrilling 3-3 Champions
League draw at Ajax after being sent off for accidentally
kicking Nicholas Tagliafico in the head. Although Mueller
argued about the decision in the immediate aftermath, he
was later quick to apologise.

His golden reputation was tarnished by poor displays in
Germany’s woeful World Cup performances, but he has
fought his way back into Niko Kovac’s starting line-up
with Bayern after a spell on the bench last month following
a dip in form for the club.

He has now made 463 appearances for Bayern in all
competitions, scoring 181 goals and creating 157 more,
since joining in 2000 at the age of 10. Born in the Bavarian
town of Paehl, south of Munich, Mueller rose steadily
through Bayern’s youth set-up and caught the eye of then
head coach Jurgen Klinsmann in 2007-08 after scoring 18
goals in 26 games for the Under-19s.

Mueller made his Bundesliga debut a month before his
19th birthday, coming off the bench on the opening day of
the 2008-09 season. Klinsmann was sacked in April 2009,
but one of his successors, Louis van Gaal, propelled
Mueller into Bayern’s first team.

“He threw me in at the deep end,” Mueller said. “I made
my debut before he arrived, but he then relied on me con-
tinually.  “I would say that my biggest influence was Louis
van Gaal, because I was at the best age to be influenced.”

Van Gaal’s faith was rewarded with 13 goals and 10
assists as Bayern won the Bundesliga and German Cup in
2009-10. “Even if Franck Ribery and Arjen Robben are
available, Mueller will always play in my team,” Van Gaal
famously declared.

Having been mistaken for a ball boy by Diego
Maradona after making his Germany debut in March 2010,
Mueller made his international breakthrough at that year’s
World Cup, winning the Golden Boot as top-scorer in
South Africa with five goals and three assists, earning him
the best young player award, aged just 20.

He continued to flourish for Bayern, but suffered
Champions League heartbreak in the final on home turf at
the Allianz Arena in May 2012. Mueller scored a header to
put Bayern 1-0 up seven minutes from time in the final
against Chelsea, only for Didier Drogba to equalise min-
utes later. The English side won on penalties.

Bayern and Mueller finally won their third Champions
League final in four years by beating Borussia Dortmund
2-1 at Wembley in 2013, but the pinnacle of Mueller’s
career came a year later as Germany won the World Cup
in Brazil. Mueller again scored five goals, including a hat-
trick in the opening 4-0 rout of Portugal and the first goal
in the unforgettable 7-1 semi-final thrashing of Brazil.

He was also a key component in Bayern winning con-
secutive Bundesliga titles in each of the last six seasons
under Jupp Heynckes, Pep Guardiola and Carlo Ancelotti.

His most prolific season was in 2015/16 when he hit 20
league goals and 32 in all competitions as Mueller and
Robert Lewandowski contributed 74 goals towards
Bayern’s league and cup double.

Mueller was benched by Ancelotti for the first time last
season, then by Kovac this campaign, but each time he has
played himself back into his coach’s favour.

Now his goal is to stay with Bayern and break the joint
record of eight Bundesliga titles held by club greats Oliver
Kahn, Bastian Schweinsteiger, Philipp Lahm, Franck Ribery
and Mehmet Scholl. — AFP

One-club Mueller makes it 300 
games for Bayern Munich

Made 463 appearances for Bayern in all competitions, scoring 181 goals

HANOVER: Bayern Munich’s German forward Thomas Mueller (C) and Hanover’s Swiss midfielder Pirmin
Schwegler vie for the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football match Hannover 96 v Bayern
Munich at the HDI arena in Hanover, central Germany yesterday. — AFP

Modric criticises 
Ballon d’Or 
gala snub by 
Messi, Ronaldo
MADRID: Ballon d’Or winner Luka Modric has criticised
Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi for choosing not to
attend this month’s ceremony where he was given the
award, saying their decision was unfair to fellow players
and voters.

Croatian captain Modric, who broke Messi and
Ronaldo’s decade-long stranglehold on the prestigious
prize last month, said in a newspaper interview on
Saturday the pair’s absence from the gala in Paris on Dec.
3 did not make sense.

“I cannot speak about why someone didn’t turn up at
an award ceremony, it’s their choice. It doesn’t make sense,
does it? It seems these votes and awards are only signifi-
cant when they win,” the Real Madrid midfielder told
Croatian newspaper Sportske Novosti.

“It’s unfair to fellow players and voters who have nomi-
nated them in the past 10 years, as well as to football and
the fans. However, people will act the way they think they
should.”

Juventus forward Ronaldo came second in the 2018
Ballon d’Or vote behind his old Real team mate Modric,
while Messi was fifth, a ranking met with some consterna-
tion at both the Argentine’s club Barcelona and in the
Catalan media.

Modric, who lifted a third successive Champions
League title with Real last season and led Croatia to a
first-ever World Cup final, said Ronaldo and Messi
were still the best two players around but added that it
did not mean they should always be named best player
each season.

“In my opinion, things are very simple: Ronaldo and
Messi are phenomenons who have been dominant in the
past 10 years or so. They’ve been in a league of their own,”
Modric said. — Reuters

Vietnam beat
Malaysia 
to claim 
Suzuki Cup
HANOI: An early goal by Nguyen Anh
Duc proved decisive as Vietnam beat
Malaysia 1-0 at My Dinh National
Stadium yesterday to l ift  the AFF
Suzuki Cup for the second time. The
Vietnamese had allowed a two-goal
lead to slip in a 2-2 draw in the first leg
in Kuala Lumpur last Tuesday but Anh
Duc restored their advantage when he
volleyed home from close range after
only six minutes.

Goalkeeper Dang Van Lam made a
series of fine saves to preserve the
home side’s advantage as they won 3-2
on aggregate and claimed the ASEAN
regional title for the first time since
2008. Vietnam had the benefit of two
away goals from the first leg and they
made an excellent start in Hanoi, taking
the lead when Nguyen Quang Hai’s
chip from the left found Anh Duc,
whose left-footed volley was too pow-
erful for goalkeeper Farizal Marlias to
keep out of his net.

Mohamadou Sumareh went close to
levell ing for Malaysia in the 11th
minute with a clever back-heel which
went narrowly wide, while Do Hung
Dung should have done better for the
hosts in the 33rd minute after he
received the ball unmarked on the
edge of the box but shot wastefully
wide. Van Lam was called into action
just before half-time to tip Syahmi
Safari’s first-time effort over his cross-
bar and he showed fine reflexes again
early in the second to bat Sumareh’s
header clear before making another
fine save to keep out Safawi Rasid’s
free-kick.

Meanwhile, in Al Ain, Japan’s

Kashima Antlers recovered from a goal
down to beat Mexico’s Chivas
Guadalajara 3-2 in their Club World
Cup quarter-final in the United Arab
Emirates yesterday. Substitute Hiroki
Abe sealed the comeback with the
third goal in the 84th minute, setting
up a semi-final against European
champions Real Madrid on
Wednesday.

Kashima’s Ryota Nagaki cancelled
out Angel Zaldivar’s early opener soon
after the break before Serginho made it
2-1 with a penalty and Abe extended the
lead before a late own goal. Guadalajara,

the CONCACAF champions, took the
lead in the third minute when forward
Zaldivar headed a Javier Lopez cross
into the top corner of the net.

Kashima goalkeeper Kwoun Suntae
saved a close-range Zaldivar strike in
the 40th minute after the Asian cham-
pions failed to clear the penalty area
from a deep Guadalajara throw-in.
The Mexicans had another chance to
go two goals up moments later when
midfielder Orbelin Pineda hit the bar
with a shot from outside the box in the
45th minute.

Kashima started with greater inten-

sity in the second half, levelling in the
49th when Nagaki put away Shoma
Doi’s pass. Brazilian Serginho sent
Guadalajara goalkeeper Raul Gudino
the wrong way from the penalty spot
to put the Asian champions ahead in
the 69th minute. Abe’s strike from the
left-hand side of the box into the top
corner made the score more comfort-
able for the Asian champions.

Guadalajara got back to 3-2 in the
dying minutes when Kashima’s Leo
Silva put the ball into his own net after
Suntae had saved an Alan Pulido
penalty awarded by VAR. — Agencies

Morata injury may 
make Sarri enter 
January sales
LONDON: Chelsea coach Maurizio Sarri is likely to
assess the attacking talent on offer in the January
transfer window after Alvaro Morata suffered an
injury this week. The Spanish striker was forced out
of the Europa League draw at Hungarian club Vidi
just before half-time after injuring his knee while
shooting and will almost certainly miss Chelsea’s
Premier League trip to Brighton today.

His misfortune allowed Olivier Giroud to enter the
action and the France international responded with a
superb late free-kick that secured a 2-2 draw and
ensured Chelsea remained unbeaten throughout the
group stage as they progressed to the last 32.

Sarri must now decide whether Giroud should
start at the Amex Stadium or whether he again
employs Eden Hazard in a central role as part of a
less physical, more mobile forward line.

Given his frequent tactical changes so far, the
Italian does not appear fully convinced that either
approach is ideal. Neither Morata nor Giroud have

fully impressed this season. Morata has outscored his
rival for the centre-forward role with five Premier
League goals to Giroud’s one but has again proved
inconsistent, mirroring last season’s form when he
was bought as a replacement for Diego Costa.

Giroud told the Guardian this week he had no
problem with biding his time at Chelsea because the
prospect of winning a Premier League title kept him
motivated. “Alvaro (had) a great pre-season, so it
was normal not to take him off the team even to put
in a world champion. Let’s be patient, work in train-
ing and come back stronger,” he told the paper.

“I prefer to be at a big club rather than playing
every week in a less prestigious team and I still have
targets. “To win a Premier League is my last dream
as a footballer, maybe more than winning a
Champions League, because I know how tough it is
to win this league.”

“I have teammates here who have won it, so I’m a
bit jealous.” Former Real Madrid striker Alvaro
made a promising start to his Chelsea career, scor-
ing freely and demonstrating his strength in the air.

Recurring injuries and difficulty adapting to the
physical demands of the Premier League have taken
their toll, however, and Morata has rarely looked
entirely comfortable since. The man bought for £60
million ($75.5 million, 66.8 million euros) has never
achieved the popularity at Stamford Bridge enjoyed
by the abrasive Costa, whose willingness to confront

defenders made him a supporters’ favourite before
his relationship with Sarri’s predecessor Antonio
Conte turned sour. 

Reports this week that Barcelona could make
Morata a target in January suggest he could leave
sooner rather than later.  However, Sarri could not
allow Morata to go without lining up a replacement-
furthermore, Morata’s injury this week has highlight-
ed the risk of relying on just two principal strikers.

Giroud has given good service since he arrived
from Arsenal last January but his return of four goals
from 26 league appearances, 15 of those as a substi-
tute, is not prolific. His role for Chelsea mirrors that
for France-he has an ability to bring team-mates
into play in and around the opposition penalty area.
To this effect, he has proved an encouraging pres-
ence for Hazard who has made it clear he prefers to
operate coming in from wide areas.

Hazard’s relationship with Conte suffered when
the Italian used him in a more central role and hav-
ing been again asked to switch, the goals have dried
up for the Belgian. He scored eight goals in the
opening ten games but has now failed to find the net
in eight games.

Chelsea’s hopes of winning the title rest on Sarri
getting the Belgian scoring again and finding a
more consistent central striker-and the solution to
both problems is likely to be found in the January
transfer market. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Southampton FC v Arsenal FC 16:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Brighton & Hove Albion v Chelsea FC 16:30
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Liverpool v Manchester United 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Sevilla FC v Girona 14:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
RCD Espanyol v Real Betis 18:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Huesca v Villarreal CF 20:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Levante v FC Barcelona 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE 
spal v AC Chievo Verona 14:30
beIN SPORTS 
ACF Fiorentina v Empoli 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
UC Sampdoria v Parma Calcio 1913 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Frosinone Calcio v US Sassuolo Calcio 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Cagliari Calcio v SSC Napoli 20:00
beIN SPORTS 
AS Roma v Genoa CFC 22:30
beIN SPORTS 

HANOI: Vietnam’s players hold the trophy as they celebrate after winning the AFF Suzuki Cup 2018 final football match between
Vietnam and Malaysia at the My Dinh Stadium in Hanoi yesterday. — AFP


