
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
(MoCI) recently suspended the licenses and activities
of three real estate companies and eight managers over
charges of violating law number 106/2013 pertaining
money laundering and terrorism funding, and the minis-
terial resolutions numbers 37/2013 and 430/2016 per-
taining the regulation of real estate brokerage. The
decision also banned renewing any of the suspects’
licenses pending the final sentence in the case filed
against them. 

Employment suspended
Kuwait Petroleum

Corporation’s (KPC) acting
CEO Waleed Al-Bader issued
a decision suspending all
forms of non-approved
employment, deputizing and
promotion decisions for all
positions in KPC and its sub-
sidiary companies until further
notice. The employment sus-
pension is believed to extend
until a new CEO for the cor-
poration is named, succeeding former CEO Nizar Al-
Adsani whose tenure ended recently.

72 expats out
Despite the shortage of expat employees Kuwait

Municipality already suffers from, namely engineers,
the Civil Service Commission (CSC) insists on imposing

the replacement policy on those jobs for the fiscal year
2019-2020, as it recently requested terminating the
contracts of 28 out of 179 engineers, Al-Qabas report-
ed yesterday. A letter was sent by the CSC pointing out
that 72 out of a total of 536 expat employees in various
departments have to be laid off, adding that a study had
been made in collaboration with the finance ministry in
this regard. Notably, the total workforce of
Municipality is 5,522 - 4,986 citizens and 530 non-
Kuwaitis.

Tenders investigated
Well-informed sources said prior to stepping down,

the former minister of public
works Hossam Al-Roumi
issued a decision on forming a
new committee headed by civil
law professor Dr Ibrahim Al-
Humoud to investigate the
procedures followed on quali-
fying contractors for tenders
offered for bidding by the
Public Authority for Roads
and Transport (PART). The
sources added that the investi-
gated tenders include building

roads, bridges and sewers in South Surra, maintaining
the regional highway and the construction and mainte-
nance of roads to serve T4. Meanwhile, Ministry of
Public Works’ personnel affairs committee decided
postponing the tests for leading positions scheduled for
next Wednesday without rescheduling them pending
appointing an undersecretary. 

Model farms 
Although Kuwait Municipality had already contact-

ed the Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources (PAAAFR) so that it could take over the
nine-square-kilometer ‘F2’ site in Wafra to build model
farms, horse-rearing stables and a services area,
PAAAFR is stil l  avoiding taking it over. Kuwait
Municipality’s deputy director for Kuwait structure
affairs Mohammed Al-Zobi had contacted PAAAFR last
December requesting the dispatch of a representative

to check with Kuwait Municipality’s land survey
department. 

Residential city
Well-informed sources said that the Public Authority

for Housing Welfare has not yet received the approvals
needed from relevant bodies such as the oil ministry,
public works ministry, electricity and water ministry and
the traffic department concerning allocating land plots
in southern Um Al-Haiman to build a residential city. 
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KUWAIT: Jahra Governor Fahd Ahmad Al-Amir met with the Ambassador of
Guyana to Kuwait Professor Dr Shamir Ally, at his office in the Jahra
Governorate. The two sides discussed ways to improve cooperation and
exchange of expertise, especially in the educational and cultural fields.
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Airport customs officers pre-
vented an Asian passenger’s attempt to
smuggle a large quantity of psychoactive
drugs. Special systems at the airport gave
signals of the illicit material, and a physical
search resulted in 2,500 Tramadol tablets
being found. The man, who was arrested on
arrival  at  T4, was sent to concerned
authorities.

Municipality campaign
A Hawally Municipality emergency team

carried out a campaign to remove
encroachments from state property. Head
of the team Ahmad Ramadan said such
campaigns will continue in all areas of the
governorate. He said the campaigns result-
ed in issuing 150 warnings and removing
30 encroachments and 500 advertisements
from streets and yards.

Passenger with 2,500 Tramadol tablets caught

KUWAIT: This picture released by the General Customs Department
yesterday shows a passenger wearing a vest with pouches he used
to try to smuggle drugs into the country yesterday. The drugs shown after they were taken out of the vest.

A municipality bulldozer removes a small garden allegedly built illegally on state property.

37 new rooms at
Sabah Hospital’s
pediatric wards
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Sabah Medical  Zone
Director Dr Abdul Aziz Al-Farhoud
reopened the pediatric wards at Sabah
Hospital after their refurbishment.
Speaking on the sidelines of the open-

ing ceremony, Sabah Hospital ’s
Director Dr Abdul Rahman Al-Enezi
stressed that the wards had been reno-
vated and upgraded to match interna-
tional developments and the young
patients’ medical needs of quality serv-
ices and safety. Enezi added that reno-
vations included 37 new rooms for
treating various pediatric diseases.
Sabah Hospital’s Pediatric Department
Manager Dr Eman Al-Onaizi said the
hospital plans to build new day clinics
to provide all  types of treatments,
medicine and guidance without having
to admit patients. 

Jahra Governor meets
Guyana Ambassador

Kuwait distributes 2,577
food baskets to 20,000
Yemenis
KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS), in cooperation with
‘Estijabah’ Network for Humanitarian Aid and Relief, distributed 2,577
food baskets to some 20,000 people, including women, children and
elders in Taiz, Abyan, and Al-Hudaydah governorates of Yemen. Each
basket is sufficient enough for a one-month consumption per family
and contains rice, sugar, flour, oil, macaroni, beans and milk, Head of
KRCS team in Yemen Abdurrahman Al-Oun said yesterday.

Out of the total, 1,000 baskets were distributed around Maafer,
Misrakh, and Jabal Habshi districts of Taiz, while another 1,000 distrib-
uted in Hays district of Al-Hudaydah, and 577 others around Modiyah,
Shuqrah, and Zinjibar districts of Abyan. KRCS is keen on providing all
forms of support to the Yemeni people who suffer harsh humanitarian
conditions due to the ongoing conflicts in the country, he affirmed. Oun
also reiterated the Kuwaiti charity’s proactive demeanor in humanitari-
an, medical, relief, development, and education fields. —KUNA


