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News in brief

5 killed in bus hijacking 

BEIJING: At least five people were killed and 21
others injured after a man carrying a knife
hijacked a bus in the southeastern Chinese city of
Longyan in Fujian province yesterday, police said.
Longyan police said in a statement that the bus
was hijacked mid-afternoon and hit pedestrians
along the way as it careened down the street.
Police have detained the suspect and case is being
investigated, the statement said, without giving
details. Pictures on Chinese social media, picked
up by some Chinese news outlets, showed a
chaotic scene on the street, with crushed motor-
bikes and injured people on the ground. One
video showed police apparently wrestling the
suspect to the ground. Reuters was not able to
independently verify the footage. —Reuters

Gunmen kill 17 in Nigeria 

KANO: Gunmen at the weekend killed 17 peo-
ple in the latest attack on villages in northern
Nigeria’s Zamfara state, witnesses and police
said yesterday. The assault came just days after
25 people were killed in similar raids on two
villages in the region and appeared to be part
of a long-running cycle of violence between
bandits  and local  communit ies . Gunmen on
motorcycles stormed Magami vi l lage in the
Maradun district area on Saturday, shooting
indiscriminately as residents fled. “After the
attack, we col lected 17. . . bodies, which we
buried,” Magami resident Kasimu Bello said.
“The gunmen entered the vil lage on several
motorcycles, shooting people as they tried to
flee,” he said. Another resident, Umaru Bawa,
confirmed the attack, saying “the bandits pur-
sued people like chickens and shot them dead
as they ran into the bush.” On Wednesday, 25
people were killed when gunmen raided two
villages in Birnin Magaji district. —AFP 

MPs approve 2 ministers 

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s parliament has approved two
more ministers in Prime Minister Adel Abdul
Mahdi’s cabinet but political divisions blocked his
attempts to form a complete government as the
defense, interior, and justice portfolios remain
empty. Intensifying disagreements between the
rival Islah and Bina blocs, led by populist Shiite
cleric Moqtada Al-Sadr and Iran-backed militia
leader Hadi al-Amiri, have prevented the forma-
tion of  a ful l  government of  22 ministers .
Lawmakers were scheduled to vote on the final
five remaining empty posts but managed only to
approve Shaima Khalil as education minister and
Nawfal Moussa as migration minister before the
session descended into chaos. Abdul Mahdi was
confirmed as premier in October after months of
political gridlock that followed an inconclusive
May election. He was sworn in with only a partial
cabinet and has since been trying to get a full
government up and running. —AFP 

Governor, senator killed 

PUEBLA: The governor of the Mexican state of
Puebla and her husband, a senator and former
governor, were killed on Monday in a helicopter
crash, the country’s president said. “My deepest
condolences to the relatives of Senator Rafael
Moreno Valle and his wife, governor of Puebla
Martha Erika Alonso,” President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador wrote on Twitter. “I assume the
commitment to investigate the causes” and “tell
the truth about what happened,” Lopez Obrador
wrote. The helicopter’s two pilots and an assis-
tant to the senator also died in the crash. The air-
craft went down 10 minutes after taking off in the
Santa Maria Coronango area of Puebla, and the
cause of the crash is still unknown. Alonso was
sworn in as governor on December 14 after an
electoral tribunal certified her victory in July
polls. She was the first woman to occupy the
position in Puebla, where her husband was gov-
ernor from 2011 to 2017.  —AFP

NEW YORK: The “Women’s March” movement that
spearheaded mass protests against Donald Trump’s
inauguration, is reportedly grappling with infighting as
allegations of anti-Semitism overshadow plans for fresh
demonstrations next month. Divisions have become so
stark that two separate New York marches will now
take place the same day in January, one by the original
Women’s March group characterized as led by women
of color, and another planned by “March On,” a group
emphasizing its condemnation of anti-Semitism,
according to The New York Times. 

Tensions have apparently been brewing within the
movement since it launched after the shock election

of Trump: according to Jewish news outlet Tablet, two
of seven women at the first meeting told organizer
Vanessa Wruble, who is white and Jewish, that Jewish
people must deal with their own role in perpetuating
racism.

More than a million people nationwide took to the
streets for the Women’s March in January 2017, a
remarkable protest marked by its size and message of
inclusivity. Wruble was however pushed out of the
organizing following the event, according to the Times,
and accusations of anti-Semitism reportedly have some
women questioning whether to continue supporting the
group. In January 2018 the second edition of the march

saw both organizations hold demonstrations but with-
out making clear their divisions to the press.

In recent months fresh charges have been leveled
against black organizer Tamika Mallory, who partici-
pated in an event held by Nation of Islam leader Louis
Farrakhan-a black activist whom prominent rights
groups describe as anti-Semitic. Mallory also has criti-
cized publicly the Anti-Defamation League, a major US
organization focused on combating anti-Semitism.
Teresa Shook, a white woman from Hawaii who origi-
nally suggested the march, last month called for the
national co-chairs-Mallory, Bob Bland, Linda Sarsour
and Carmen Perez-to step down, saying they have

“steered the Movement away from its true course.”
She then launched a petition on the website

change.org, signed as of Monday by more than 8,300
people. The allegations of anti-Semitism fall against a
backdrop of rising violence and threats against Jewish
people, notably October’s horrific slaughter of 11 peo-
ple in a Pittsburgh synagogue. Mallory and Perez
rejected charges of anti-Semitism in a statement to the
Times, saying Wruble’s departure was unrelated to her
Jewish background. But the issue has ignited significant
social media reaction, with some welcoming the airing
of the tensions as others voice concern that the infight-
ing could damage the movement. —AFP
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plague US ‘Women’s March’

Drone 
detectors now 
deployable
across UK
LONDON: British Security Minister Ben
Wallace said the government can now
deploy drone detection systems nation-
wide, after days of device sightings
caused chaos at Gatwick Airport and
criticism of the government response.
Britain’s second-busiest airport was
forced to close its only runway repeat-
edly last Wednesday through Friday due
to numerous reports of drones, impact-
ing nearly 140,000 passengers and lead-
ing to the deployment of soldiers. 

“We are able to now deploy detection
systems throughout the UK to combat
this threat,” Wallace said in a statement.
But he warned: “The huge proliferation
of such devices, coupled with the chal-
lenges of deploying military counter
measures into a civilian environment,
means there are no easy solutions.”
Meanwhile police have received around
30 pieces of “useful information” in the
last 24 hours, a police-backed charity
said Monday.

The tip-offs came after the airport,
some 30 miles south of London, on
Sunday offered a £50,000
($63,000/56,000 euro) reward for
information on the incident. “Within the
first 24 hours we had close to 30 pieces
of useful information that we passed on
to police,” a spokesman for
CrimeStoppers, a charity that helps
police solve crimes said. “It’s been a
good response,” he said, adding that it
pays out rewards for information leading
to the arrest and conviction of perpetra-
tors. It launched the new appeal Sunday
after police released without charge a

local couple arrested Friday on suspicion
of involvement.

Paul Gait and Elaine Kirk, who live in
nearby Crawley, said in a statement
Monday they felt “completely violated” by
their two-day detention. The police reject-
ed criticism of their handling of the inci-
dent. A detective admitted it was a “possi-
bility” that no drones had actually been in
the area-despite the discovery of a dam-
aged device near the airport perimeter
that is now being forensically examined.
“We can unequivocally state that there
have been numerous illegal drone sightings
at the airport over three days from 19 to 21
December,” Sussex police deputy chief
constable Jo Shiner said on Monday.

“There were numerous reports clus-
tered around 37 occasions where a
drone or drones were seen and I am
keen for those responsible to be brought
to justice,” Shiner said. The force provid-
ed fresh details on the sightings, noting
that five officers were among the wit-
nesses who reported the devices first
appearing Wednesday night. Shiner
added that police were investigating
what would be considered “criminal and
reckless behavior” under an aviation and
maritime law punishable by a maximum
sentence of life imprisonment.

Police field tip-offs 
Meanwhile, British police probing the

Gatwick Airport drone mystery that
grounded Christmas getaway flights last
week have received around 30 pieces of
“useful information” in the last 24 hours,
a police-backed charity said. The tip-
offs came after the airport on Sunday
began offering a £50,000 ($63,000,
56,000 euro) reward for information on
dozens of drone sightings which led to
the three days of disruption. “Within the
first 24 hours we had close to 30 pieces
of useful information that we passed
onto police,” a spokesman for
CrimeStoppers, a charity that aims to aid
police in solving crimes, told AFP.

“It’s been a good response,” he said,
adding it pays out rewards if details pro-
vided - even anonymously — lead to the
arrest and conviction of perpetrators.
Gatwick, Britain’s second-busiest air-
port, was forced to close its only runway
repeatedly between last Wednesday and
Friday due to the drone reports, impact-
ing nearly 140,000 passengers. It
launched the new appeal for information
Sunday after police released without
charge a local couple arrested Friday
over the incident. Paul Gait and Elaine
Kirk, who live in nearby Crawley, said in
a statement Monday they felt “complete-
ly violated” by their two-day detention.

The police also on Monday defended
themselves against criticism of their han-
dling of the entire incident. It followed a
detective admitting it was a “possibility”
no drones had actually been in the area -
despite the discovery of a damaged
device near the airport perimeter now
being forensically examined. “We can
unequivocally state that there have been

numerous illegal drone sightings at the
airport over three days from 19 to 21
December,” said Sussex Police deputy
chief constable Jo Shiner. “There were
numerous reports clustered around 37
occasions where a drone or drones were
seen and I am keen for those responsible
to be brought to justice.”

The force provided fresh details on
the sightings, noting five officers were
among the witnesses who reported the
devices first appearing Wednesday
night. Shiner added police were investi-
gating the “criminal and reckless behav-
ior” under an aviation and maritime law
“which carries a maximum sentence of
life imprisonment”. Government minis-
ters were briefed on the situation in a
conference call Monday chaired by
Transport Secretary Chris Grayling. The
hour-long briefing included Cabinet
Office Minister David Lidington —
Prime Minister Theresa May’s de facto
deputy — and interior minister Sajid
Javid. —Agencies

WEST SUSSEX: An Air Transat aircraft is pictured beyond a CCTV camera as it
prepares to land at London Gatwick Airport, south of London, as flights resumed
following the closing of the airfield due to drones flying. —AFP

Xmas dashed for 
residents of Sydney 
‘cracking’ tower
SYDNEY: Some residents of a recent-
ly completed Sydney high-rise apart-
ment block were yesterday spending
their Christmas in makeshift camps,
after they were evacuated by authori-
ties when “cracking noises” in the
building were heard. Hundreds of peo-
ple in the 38-storey Opal Tower in the
Sydney Olympic Park and other near-
by buildings were told to leave their
homes on Monday after reports of
“cracking noises”.

Some two-thirds of the units were
declared safe to return to Tuesday
morning, but 51 others were declared
“structurally unsafe”, New South Wales
state police said. “Residents of these
units have been escorted back to gather
their belongings and have made their
own arrangements for accommodation,”
police added in a statement. “Engineers
and building managers remain on
scene.” No one was injured during the
evacuation.

The building moved “one to two mil-
limetres” during the incident and author-
ities said they found a crack on the 10th
floor. But firefighters said they were con-
fident of the building’s integrity, apart
from the affected units. “No, there is no
risk that the building can collapse. It’s
just the local structure has been com-
promised,” Superintendent Adam
Dewberry of NSW Fire and Rescue told
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.
“What will happen now is the strata
manager will work with the local engi-
neers to determine what needs to be
done to actually make this building safe
and let the full occupancy reoccur.”

Residents spoke of how their
Christmas plans were thrown into tur-
moil, with some saying they had to
sleep in their cars. Others said they
were fearful of l iving in the block
despite their apartment being assessed
as safe. “I’m going to be moving, that’s
for sure. I don’t want to spend a second
in there that I don’t have to. I don’t want
to die. I wouldn’t feel safe sleeping
there,” 20th floor resident Chris Abram
told commercial broadcaster Channel
Nine. The 392-unit tower opened this
year and is near the site of the 2000
Sydney Olympics. —AFP

SYDNEY: Residents return back to their apartments following an inspection of
Opal Tower by engineers and firefighters in Sydney yesterday. Australian police
evacuated thousands of people in west Sydney late Christmas Eve, after resi-
dents reported hearing a ‘loud crack’ from a 38-storey building. - AFP 

Thai prisoner 
electrocuted 
during botched 
jailbreak
BANGKOK: A Thai prisoner died yesterday
after being electrocuted by high-voltage barbed
wire as he attempted to escape, police said.
Wiwat Aksorsom, 32, broke free from his cell
just after midnight along with two other prison-
ers and tried to scale the six-metre (20-ft) walls

of his prison in southern Surat Thani province.
But he accidentally touched the electrif ied
barbed wire cresting the prison walls killing him
instantly, Colonel Wanchai Palawan, superin-
tendent of Chaiya district police, told AFP.
“Prison officials found his body on the wall after
he was electrocuted,” he said. 

Wiwat had been arrested in possession of 38
methamphetamine tablets, and was remanded
in custody while pending police investigation.
The two other prisoners - also jailed for drug
offences - made it through without making
contact with the fatal wiring.  But one was
promptly re-arrested after breaking his arm as
he landed on the other side of the wall, while
the other was found hours later in a police

search around the perimetre. 
“They said they are homesick,” Wanchai

added. Thai prisons are all equipped with high-
voltage electrical fencing to serve as a deterrent
to escaping prisoners.  Most facilities are also
massively overcrowded in a country which has
one of the highest incarceration rates in the
world due to harsh penalties for drug offences.
Those push small-time drug dealers and users,
including women, behind bars for long periods.
Authorities are mulling ways to ease overcrowd-
ing including the widespread use of electronic
ankle tags. Thailand was criticized in June for
putting a 26-year-old convicted murderer to
death by lethal injection - its first execution
since 2009. —AFP


