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Established 1961 

Gulf University for Science and Technology’s
(GUST) Global Studies Center (GSC) announced
yesterday that a lecture was held by Alison Shan

Price MBE, one of Kuwait’s most prolific theater personal-
ities, Founder of One World Actors Centre, UK, and
Creative Director of TAQA Productions, Kuwait. The lec-
ture was part of the GSC’s ongoing effort to bring out-
standing speakers and stimulating topics to GUST and the
wider community.

The lecture portrayed the story of Colonel H R P
Dickson and his wife Violet who moved to pre-oil Kuwait.
The couple lived in Kuwait for 61 years and became an
inextricable part of the fabric of Kuwaiti society.  They
saw the country overcome wars, natural disasters, and
even witnessed how the discovery of oil transformed the
country into what it is today. What’s more, it was Ian
Fleming himself, the creator of James Bond, who persuad-
ed Dame Violet to write her autobiography ‘Forty Years

In’. It is through recent interviews of surviving friends and
authors, access to academic and personal archives, and
this autobiography that this unique account of the life of,
Dame Violet Dickson, known locally as Um Saud, was told.

Director of the Global Studies Center, Dr Fahed Al-
Sumait said, “It is such a treat having someone like Alison
helping to bring our local history alive for younger gener-
ations. The life of the Dickson’s is not just a story about
expatriates in Kuwait, but rather a tale about the transfor-
mation of our society as illustrated through the experi-
ences of one of our most prominent visiting families.” 

The presenter, Alison Shan Price, has lived in Kuwait
for 33 years working with multi-national artists to bring
cross-cultural history to life through original performanc-
es. Later this month, Shan Price will portray Dame Freya
Stark in a mono-drama entitled ‘Freya: Chasing the
Horizons’, which will include Stark’s journeys in Arabia. In
2017, Shan Price was awarded the MBE (Most Excellent

Order of the British Empire - a grade within the British
order of chivalry) by Queen Elizabeth II in the New Year’s
Honors List, for her Services to the Dramatic Arts in
Kuwait and the Middle East. 

The GSC is a leading research center on global studies,
and a vehicle for engaging both internal and external com-
munities through stimulating events and lectures on global
issues. The center aims to conduct cutting-edge research
on cross-national political, economic, social, cultural, and
environmental issues of critical importance, and share
research output and information regionally and globally.
The GSC seeks to foster public understanding of global
issues with local significance. 

Dr Al-Sumait added, “We continually try to find new
ways of enhancing the GUST academic experience by
organizing events that bring together great minds and
present unique viewpoints to learn from. The GSC pro-
vides the university with another outlet to showcase its
prowess in contributing to academic research.” GUST
continues to build on its mission to become a knowledge-
hub that benefits and engages students, academics, and
the wider Kuwait community as a whole.

GUST provides insight into 
British icon’s life in Kuwait 

KNES organizes
bake sale

The Kuwait National English School (KNES) stu-
dent council organized a Bake Sale and Non-
uniform day on October 18, 2018, to raise aware-

ness of breast cancer. The event was a success as stu-
dents contributed towards the bake sale and the council
was able to raise a fairly good amount that would go
towards cancer research. The council headed by
Ibrahim Al Hadiya (Head boy), Retaj Al Shafei (Head
girl) and Bader Saab (Prefect) were ably assisted by

Qais and Iqra (Deputy heads). Both primary and sec-
ondary were involved and the whole school turned into
a sea of pink. 

Students contributed abundantly to the Bake Sale
with cakes, muffins, brownies, Pizzas, doughnuts and
many other mouth-watering delicacies. Most of the
items were sold out by the end of the first break. Well
done student council and all class representatives espe-
cially Tia Maria of year 7. Special mention must be
made of Adam Shedid, PouyaMasjedi, Aringdom
Miranda, Randa Akl and Mariam Mansour who helped
with the Bake sale. The student council is an active and
integral part of the school organization and contributes
greatly towards promoting the vision and mission of
Kuwait National English School.

IES clinches bronze 
in CBSE National 
Basketball
Championship 

On December 17, 2018, Indian Educational School
(IES), Kuwait, accorded a warm ovation to its
formidable basketball team that had literally

turned the tables on its rivals in the initial phase of the
CBSE National Basketball Championship held at Agra,
India, and stormed into the semifinals. Though the team
had the sniffing chance of the Championship title, they
had to settle for bronze after a humdinger of a semifinal.
It was the perfect icing on the cake that Maanas Manoj
of Grade 12C bagged a bronze in badminton mixed
doubles (under 19 category) in CBSE National
Championship.

The players, who were given heroes’ welcome, arrived
at school with a euphoric sense of triumph that swelled
into instant awe   and applause from the cheerleaders. On
behalf of N K Ramachandran Menon, Chairman of
Bhavans Middle East, T Premkumar, Principal of IES,
hailed the players, for their phenomenal effort that did the
school proud. 

He lavished praise on them and added that the results
speak for itself and that the bronze medals encapsulate
the hard work and gumption of the players. Lalitha
Premkumar, Vice Principal (KG & Primary), Meenakshi
Nayyar, Vice Principal (CCA),and other Heads of
Faculties, beamed with pride and cheered on as the

Principal gave away the medals, certificates and basket-
balls to boot. Murugaiyyan, HoD of Physical Education,
proposed the vote of thanks and waxed eloquent on the
team’s admirable feat. He showered verbal confetti on
Mathiyalagan, the basketball coach, for his proactive ses-
sions with the team and for facilitating scrimmages for
them prior to the Championship. He expressed his grati-
tude to the Chairman for recruiting such specialists for
games. 

Mathiyalagan’s mentorship had paid off in a jiffy, he
keeps churning out basketball aces. The medalists are
not the fledgling unsung heroes anymore- their success
is a classic tale of relentless hard work reminiscent of
the early days in the life of the basketball legend,
Michael Jordan. Murugaiyyan also felicitated the par-
ents for their unstinting support. The rousing reception
was wrapped up with an entertainment jig by the
cheerleaders.

St Gregorios Church
launches ‘Like a
Red Rose’ book

“Oru Chempaneer Poovu Pole” (Like a Red Rose)
is a Biography written in the Malayalam lan-
guage by Shybi Jacob Karuvelil. The book was

released at the St. Gregorios Indian Orthodox Church
(Maha Edavaka), Kuwait by Moran Mor Baselios
Marthoma Paulose II (Catholicos Of The Apostolic Throne
of St Thomas and Malankara Metropolitan) in the pres-
ence of H G Dr Joseph Mar Dionysius (Metropolitan of
Kolkata Diocese), Vicar Fr Jacob Thomas, Associate Vicar
Fr Giju George, other dignitaries’, church managing com-
mittee members and parish members.    

In his message, Moran Mor Baselios Marthoma Paulose
II stated in the book: “Let this book that gratefully docu-
ments a mother’s love and tolerance for the family, be an
inspiration to all readers.” Philipose Mar Chrysostom Mar
Thoma Viliya Metropolitan also stated, “Let the heavens
rejoice about this book that was written by a daughter-in-
law about her mother-in-law.” 

The preface of the book is written by Fr Bobby Jose
Kattikkattil Kapuchien, who emphases that “the worst mis-
ery of human life is passing away without being appreciat-
ed. This book challenges that sadness gently and sweetly”.
Fr. John Mathew Pallippad, Theological Seminary Nagapur
provided a briefing about the book “The Fragrance of
Flower” to the readers and asserted that “Old age is not to
be left alone, but to be celebrated by all, as life is a one-
time feast.”

This book beautifully explains the chemistry of love
that gives life to family relations. A lot of books written
about the ideal family life are available to buy.  However,
these books may often lack experience obtained from true
family life. They often describe the inherent intellectual
interpretations and psychological aspects of family rela-
tions.  In contrast, the storyline of this book is a daughter-
in-law interpreting her discovery of the source of good-
ness obtained from the family of her husband. 

Similarly, the soul of this book is the beauty of love
evolved from individual relations and is based on the

author’s immense faith in God. The work is made up of 39
short chapters. The book is written as a birthday gift to a
mother-in-law who has become a mother and is filled with
self-conflicts experienced by the author Shybi Jacob
Karuvelil after arriving at her husband’s home as a novice
bride. In the first chapters of the book, the daughter-in-law
clarifies the reason why she wants to give such a birthday
gift to her mother-in-law. The writer desires no material
gain from an elderly lady who has attained 86 years of age.
But, she considers it a symbol of honoring a mother, who
has dedicated her entire life to the service of others. 

The reason being, most elderly mothers, pass away
without hearing a good word about the human efforts car-
ried out by them for the family during a lifetime. They only
spend their life doing household chores, taking care of
their husbands and raising kids without any material
reward. It is simply a work of love, the kind of love that
comes from shear miseries and self-conflicts of life.

The process of introducing mother Sophiya is an effort
lasting until the very last page of the book. Throughout this
book, one will find a way of appraising with gratitude all
the wisdom and goodness received from the mother-in-
law and her household. In the first 11 chapters of the book,
the author details her early days of arrival at her husband’s
household.  Here one can see the sense of dress, language,
and tastes standing out to confront a novice wife. 

The piece of advice from the writer’s father to her “If
the mother becomes a mother-in-law, mother-in-law will
become a mother” made her able to deal with many expe-
riences of life with ease and care.  In the fourth chapter,
other than defining the meaning of mother to “those who
strive for things that are not theirs,” the writer documents
the phase to phase progress in the life of a woman. Further,
it is a heart rendering experience that a mother volunteers
to go abroad and live life in a foreign land along with her
children.  One can say that there are no family problems
that are not dealt with in this book. To assert this, the tenth
chapter is written carrying the pain of having no children
in the first four and a half years of the life of the author.
Chapters 12 to 18 explain how mother Sophiya’s habits and
routines imparted goodness and influenced the life of the
writer. In the 15th chapter, the writer explains the mother’s
enthusiasm for giving birthday gifts to grandchildren and
also her will to often postpone her birthday to convenient
dates to strengthen family ties, which shows her alertness
as a true guardian. 

TIES Notice 

TIES cordially invites to another session of our
series about some prophets and messengers
of Allah (SWT) on December 27, 2018 at 7

pm, which will be the first session talking about
Prophet Moses (AS). In this class, we will discuss
why Moses (AS) is a central figure in both Judaism

and Christianity, how he is viewed by Muslims, and
the backdrop against which he was born. We will
also examine the tactics Pharaoh resorted to in
consolidating his rule in Egypt, why he decided to
kill male new-borns in alternate years, and how the
Egyptians were influenced by dreams. Finally, we
will discuss Moses’s genealogy, and why the birth
of Aaron - his elder brother - did not stress their
mother; eliciting from that many practical lessons.


