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This file photo shows the Soulages museum in Rodez, southern France.

This picture shows Indonesian Christians attending mass on Christmas Eve at a stadium in Surabaya, the country’s second largest city.—AFP

Britain’s Prince Philip, Queen Elizabeth’s hus-
band, missed a traditional Christmas Day
church service yesterday, though a royal source

said that the 97-year old was in good health and just
wanted to spend the day in private. Philip, the Duke
of Edinburgh, married Elizabeth in 1947 and has been
by his wife’s side throughout her reign, the longest in
British history. “The duke is in perfectly good health,
he is just spending the day privately,” the royal
source said.

Former naval officer Philip, who had successful hip
replacement surgery earlier this year, retired from
public life last year, quipping at the time that he was
no longer able to ‘stand up much”. Senior members of
the royal family traditionally attend a Christmas serv-
ice at the St Mary Magdalene church in Sandringham,

eastern England. Elizabeth attended, as did Charles,
Prince of Wales, heir to the throne. Charles’ wife,
Camilla, did not attend, according to a Reuters pho-
tographer at the church.

Charles’ sons, Princes William and Harry, also went
to the service with their wives, Kate and Meghan. The
US born actress, who is pregnant, exchanged a smile
with Kate as they walked to church. Elizabeth will say
in her Christmas message that the traditions of peace
and goodwill need to be heeded as much as ever, and
people should respect each other even when they har-
bor the most deeply held differences.

According to excerpts released by Buckingham
Palace, the92-year-old monarch will also speak of
family and friendship following a year in which
her grandson Harry married Meghan at a dazzling
ceremony.

The queen has avoided commenting in public on
contentiousissues, and the excerpts make no men-
tion of the visit in July byU.S. President Donald
Trump or the turmoil over Britain’sdeparture from
the European Union.

Speaking about the birth of Jesus, she will say: “I
believehis message of peace on earth and goodwill to
all is never outof date. It can be heeded by everyone;
it’s needed as much asever.”

“Even with the most deeply held differences, treat-
ing the other person with respect and as a fellow
human being is alwaysa good step towards greater
understanding.”—Reuters

France’s Louvre planning 
Pierre Soulages 
retrospective next year

France’s master of black Pierre Soulages announced
Monday that he will be the subject of a vast retro-
spective at the Louvre museum in Paris next year,

and possibly an ambitious show in New York as well.
“They’re borrowing works from the National Gallery in
Washington, the MoMa in New York, the Tate in London.
All the great museums are making loans,” Soulages said
in an interview to mark his 99th birthday.

“They’re going to take down everything in the Salon
Carre to install my works,” he told the Depeche du Midi
newspaper, referring to the Louvre’s vaunted gallery of
Italian masterpieces. The show will open in December
and run through March. In another interview with Le
Figaro, Soulages said his dealer Emmanuel Perrotin was
planning “a crazy project for my 100th birthday.” “He
wants to bring all my works at the Fabre Museum in
Montpellier to his new gallery, which is magnificent, in
New York,” he said.

“Financially it’s madness. I don’t know how he’ll man-
age,” he added. Considered one of France’s greatest
painters, Soulages said he continues working every day
at his home in Sete, on the Mediterranean coast, on his
trademark “Outrenoir” (Beyond Black) works. “It was the
colour I chose for my clothes as soon as I was able to.
My mother was scandalised, she’d tell me: ‘You’re already
mourning me’,” he told the Depeche. “As I often say, the
painting that interests me the most is the one I’m going to
do,” he said.—AFP

Britain’s Prince Philip misses 
Christmas Day church service

Britain’s Prince Philip waits for the
bridal procession following the wed-
ding of Princess Eugenie of York and
Jack Brooksbank in St George’s
Chapel, near London. — Reuters

In this file photo French painter, engraver and sculptor,
Pierre Soulages  in the French southwestern city of
Rodez.— AFP photos


