
PARIS: Mikaela Shiffrin and Alina Zagitova starred
in Pyeongchang to claim Olympic golds, before
Naomi Osaka announced her arrival at the top eche-
lon of tennis in style as gymnast Simone Biles redis-
covered her best.

Here, AFP Sport takes a look at ten great moments
from women’s sport in 2018:

Groundbreaking Kim
February 12

American Chloe Kim, then only 17, went into the
women’s Olympic snowboarding halfpipe competition
as a red-hot favourite and did not disappoint. She fin-
ished almost 10 points clear of China’s silver medallist
Liu Jiayu, becoming the youngest woman to land two
consecutive 1,080-degree spins at an Olympics.

Zagitova dazzles
February 23

Figure skater Zagitova produced a series of jaw-
dropping displays in the 2017/18 season, culminating
in a magnificent gold-medal winning performance in
Pyeongchang at the age of just 15. The Russian broke
the world record in the short programme and narrowly
held off compatriot Evgenia Medvedeva after a dra-
matic free skate competition.

Shiffrin dominates
March 17

Alpine skiing star Shiffrin sealed her second straight
overall World Cup title in style, signing off with a 12th
victory of the season in the closing slalom in Are,
Sweden. The 23-year-old Olympic giant slalom cham-
pion has already opened up a 501-point gap in the
new campaign after taking her staggering haul of
World Cup career wins to 50.

Lyon’s third in a row
May 24

Lyon won their third straight women’s Champions
League crown with a 4-1 extra-time victory over
Wolfsburg in Kiev. The French side were held to a

goalless draw in 90 minutes, but Norwegian star Ada
Hegerberg was among the scorers as they netted four
times in the extra half-hour to add to their 2016 and
2017 titles.

Ariya hangs on
June 3

Thai golfer Ariya Jutanugarn overcame a back-nine
collapse to grab her second major title at the US Open.
The 23-year-old led by seven shots at the halfway
stage of the final round before dropping five shots in
the closing holes, only to edge out South Korea’s Kim
Hyo-joo in a play-off. Ariya will end the year as the
world number one.

Asher-Smith’s flying treble
August 12

Britain’s Dina Asher-Smith delivered on her
undoubted potential with a stunning treble of 100m,
200m and 4x100m relay golds at the European athlet-
ics championships in Berlin. The then 22-year-old set
new world leads and national records in both the indi-
vidual events, clocking 10.85sec and 21.89sec in the
100 and 200 respectively.

Osaka stuns Serena
September 8

Japanese youngster Osaka announced herself on
the world stage by lengthening Serena Williams’ wait
for a record-equalling 24th tennis Grand Slam singles
title. The 21-year-old overpowered the home favourite
6-2, 6-4 to take her first major tournament victory,
although the match was overshadowed by Williams’
infamous outburst at umpire Carlos Ramos.

Biles back to her best
November 1

Over two years since winning four gold medals at the
Rio de Janeiro Olympics, pocket dynamo Biles claimed
four titles at the artistic gymnastics world champi-
onships. The American, who took a one-year hiatus in
2017, suffered with kidney stones the night before the

qualification rounds in Doha, but brushed that aside to
clinch a record fourth all-around world crown.

Australia back on top
November 24

Australia’s women’s cricket team won a record-
extending fourth World Twenty20 t i t le  in  the
Car ibbean , ending a  br ie f  barren  spe l l . They
avenged their 2016 final loss to the West Indies in
the last four, before thrashing England by eight

wickets to lift the trophy.

Hegerberg wins Ballon d’Or
December 3

The 23-year-old Hegerberg was rewarded for her
excellent season and Champions League exploits by
being named the inaugural women’s Ballon d’Or win-
ner. She had to bat away a question from host Martin
Solveig asking her if she knew how to ‘twerk’ at an
awkward awards ceremony in Paris. — AFP

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in Kuwait,
announced its participation in the conclusion and award ceremony of
the Duwaween Football League held at the Public Authority for Sports
headquarters. Zain’s participation came as part of its Official
Sponsorship to the league, which continued from October - December
2018 featuring 10 teams. 

Zain took part in awarding the first place winners as well as the
league’s best players during the ceremony held at the Public Authority
for Sports headquarters with the attendance of Director of the Sports
for Everyone Management at the Public Authority for Sports Hamed Al
Hazim, as well as the league’s organizers, sponsors, and participants. 

The Duwaween Football League, a joint venture between Kuwaiti
sports startups Li3ib and Goalkeeper Station, was held on the Public
Authority for Sports’ fields, and witnessed the registration of over 100
teams, from which 10 teams were selected to compete. The league
witnessed high levels of professionalism and excitement, given the

great popularity football enjoys amongst the youth in Kuwait. 
Li3ib, the league’s co-organizer, is a success story of the fourth

Zain Great Idea startup accelerator program. Li3ib is a sports booking
platform that solves two main issues for the casual athlete: where to
play and who to play with. The platform allows users to discover new
sports venues, select and pay for the specific hour they prefer, and
invite their friends all through the convenience of their smartphones.
Li3ib’s organizing of the Duwaween Football League reflected its suc-
cessful launch in the Kuwaiti market through the Zain Great Idea
startup accelerator program. 

Zain believes in supporting of the various initiatives that contribute
to the development of the Kuwaiti sports and youth sectors. The com-
pany reflects this belief through its support to such distinguished
sports events as well as through its support to many Kuwaiti athletes
in various sports who proudly represent Kuwait in local and interna-
tional arenas. 
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Figure skater Zagitova produced a series of jaw-dropping displays
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MOSCOW: Russian biathlete Anton
Shipulin, who won gold at the 2014
Sochi Olympics in the men’s 4x7.5
km relay, announced his retirement
yesterday as Russian biathlon
remains under increased scrutiny.

“I have made a very serious deci-
sion to end my professional career,”
Shipulin, who also won bronze in the
4x7.5 km relay at the 2010 Vancouver
Games, said at a press conference in
Moscow. “There are several reasons
but the main one is that we weren’t
invited to the 2018 Olympics.”

The 31-year-old was not among
the four Russian biathletes cleared by
the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) to compete at this year’s
Pyeongchang Winter Games. Russia
was formally banned from this year’s
Olympics as punishment for alleged

state-sponsored doping at the Sochi
Games, but the IOC invited a number
of Russian athletes with no history of
doping to compete as neutrals.

Shipulin’s announcement comes
less than two weeks after Austrian
police visited the Russian national
team at a Biathlon World Cup event
in the town of Hochfilzen over possi-
ble doping violations. The
International Biathlon Union (IBU)
later announced that Austrian
authorities were investigating five
biathlon officials and five athletes
from Russia over possible doping-
related offences during the 2017
World Championship.

The IBU charged four Russian
biathletes with anti-doping rule vio-
lations in November, but Shipulin
was not among them.  —Reuters

COURCHEVEL: File photo shows winner Mikaela Shiffrin of the US (C) celebrates on the podium with second-placed
Slovakia’s Petra Vlhova (L) (2nd) and third-placed Sweden’s Frida Hansdotter (R) after the FIS Alpine World Cup
Women Slalom on December 22, 2018 in Courchevel, in the French Alps.  —AFP

Russian Olympic biathlete 
Shipulin retires

Zain awards winning teams of Li3ib’s Football League Hunting and
Equestrian Club
thanks Amir,
Crown Prince
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Secretary of the Hunting and
Equestrian Club Sheikh Sabah Fahad Al-
Nasser thanked HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad, First Deputy Premier, Defence
Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad for supporting sports in general

and equestrian in particular.
Sheikh Sabah Al-Nasser gave thanks

to Public Authority for Sports under the
leadership of Dr Humoud Fulaiteh and
Deputy Director General Dr Saqer Al-
Mulla, for the smooth transfer of man-
agement headed by Sheikh Dhari Al-
Fahad and secretary Sabah Al-Fahad. He
also thanked the general assembly for
having confidence in them.

Al-Nasser lauded the Hunting and
Equestrian Club Director General
Masoud Hayat, adding that there are no
differences with the previous committee,
and that the new committee is ready for
action.

Meanwhile the horse “Hayes” from
Dasman Stable “local breed” won the
club’s cub for the 1800 meter distance
with jockey Morgan in 1.57.7 minutes.

Al Hazim with Zain officials, league organizers and winners. 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank, a strong sports
advocate, recently announced its sponsorship
of wheelchair fencing titleholder, Tareq Al-
Qallaf, for the fifth consecutive year. The
homegrown World Champion - a symbol of
local pride, patriotism, and inspiration for the
special needs community - will represent
Kuwait in four upcoming championships
across the globe during the first half of 2019.

A truly international sportsman, Tareq Al-
Qallaf will kick off his global tour with
Charlotte in North Carolina from 4-7 January
2019, preceded by a week of training at the
New York camp. The tour will then take him
to the grand Arnold Classic tournament in
March 2019, after a week’s camp in
Pennsylvania. In May 2019, Al Qallaf will train
in New Jersey to compete in the World Clubs
Cup, which will be held in Pennsylvania and
will finish the tour in June at the Mississippi
Championship. 

Driven by the belief that sports is an ideal
platform to drive dynamism and self-
improvement, Burgan Bank maintains a long-
term partnership with Tareq Al- Qallaf. As the
lead sponsor in 2018, Burgan Bank helped
contribute to Tareq Al-Qallaf ’s champi-

onships, which earned him eleven World Cup
medals. The bank will continue to contribute
to the champion’s successful road ahead as
he raises the Kuwaiti flag high on prestigious
international platforms.

The sponsorship is in line with Burgan
Bank’s CSR strategy, which places sports and
active living at its core. Sports serve as a
dynamic platform to develop better health,
higher self-esteem, and instill lifelong values
of discipline, teamwork and resilience,
enabling happier and stronger individual and
communities.

With his many outstanding achievements
across the globe starting with his first win in
1982, Al Qallaf serves as an extraordinary
example of hard work and exceptional per-
formance for both the sports community and
the special needs segment. 

Falling in line with its community program,
‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be the change,
Burgan Bank sheds light on important
aspects affecting every segment of the socie-
ty by promoting social welfare through edu-
cational, cultural, social and health initiatives.
Burgan Bank’s approach to ‘ENGAGE’ begins
with a vital principle that as a Kuwaiti finan-

cial institution, its conduct and policies
should be aligned with the needs and inter-
ests of the Kuwaiti society. 

Burgan Bank continues sponsorship
of world wheelchair champion Tareq 

Tareq Al-Qallaf


