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More than 300,000 public sector
employees unneeded: Senior official

Local market recruits 30,000 graduates annually: Akbar
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: A supreme planning council member
dropped a bombshell recently when she de-
clared that the state only needs 80,000 employ-
ees out of over 380,000 workers in the public
sector. Once the government reduces its de-
pendence on oil-based economy, the problem
of unemployment would be solved, Member of
the General Secretariat of the Supreme Council
for Planning and Development Sarah Akbar said,
adding that the local market annually recruits
around 30,000 graduates

Further, Akbar said that the state’s revenues
of KD 16 billion are far less than its expenditure
of KD 21 billion, which would hinder executing
development projects in the coming years un-
less the state’s foreign investment revenues
were used. “The state does not have enough
funds to execute the requirements of the devel-
opment plan’s projects,” she underlined, point-
ing that the ‘New Kuwait’ apparatus was
currently preparing a bill on its vision, but re-
marked that means to review the vision are
crippled by some sensitive ‘popular’ consider-
ations. “Reform is painful and many bodies lack
the full courage needed to display all the vi-
sion’s details,” she added. 

“There will be no such things as ‘natives’ in
Failaka or elsewhere in the future. Native resi-
dents will be those productive ones needed for
a diversified economy. Each productive Kuwaiti
will be a native resident,” she concluded. 

Behind schedule 
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare is

currently working on catching up with the orig-

inal schedule of executing Al-Mutlaa residential
city project after the delay caused by the con-
tractor carrying out the infrastructure works,
said informed sources, noting that 26 percent of
the project is behind schedule so far. The
sources added that a special committee was
formed to follow up solving the problems be-

tween the main contractor and subcontractors
to resume the construction process in an at-
tempt to meet the contract’s deadlines. More-
over, an official source at the housing authority
stressed that it would not give up its right in im-
plementing all penal clauses in the contract, and
explained that what is being currently done is
an attempt to get the work resumed before col-
lecting the penal fines. 

Business environment 
Minister of Commerce and Industry (MOCI)

Khaled Al-Roudhan stressed that the ministry
has proposed to the parliament 14 bills set to
improve the business environment in and out-
side Kuwait, adding that only four of them were
passed so far while the other ten are still subject
to studies and discussion in relevant parliamen-
tary committees. “We are proud that MOCI
comes first in terms of proposing bills and laws,”
he underlined. 

Roudhan added that MOCI had issued more
licenses in one year than the total number of li-
censes issued in previous years. “We issued
12,000 commercial licenses,” he elaborated,
adding that the control and consumer protec-
tion sector works relentlessly to protect citizens
and prevent unjustified price increases and

commercial fraud through inspection campaigns
and receiving citizens’ reports and complaints
at 21 consumer protection centers and endless
teams of inspectors. Further, Roudhan hailed the
Municipal Council’s role in supporting the issue
of food truck licenses to help Kuwait entrepre-
neurs invest in small projects. 

Charity project
The Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor’s

(MSAL) charities department has already fin-
ished 90 percent of its electronic platform proj-
ect which will  be launched in collaboration with
Al-Najat Charity in a bid to regulate charity
work using modern technology, ministry
sources said. The sources added that three
other charities had already expressed their wish
to join the project, adding that the platform
would closely monitor local and foreign charity
projects and activities and make sure that
MSAL laws and regulations are adhered to.
Further, the source explained that an experi-
mental phase of the project was recently
launched to trained employees and staff mem-
bers in both the ministry and Al-Najat charity
on using it to provide more transparency and
governance in terms of collecting donations and
executing local and foreign charity programs. 

State expenditure
far exceeds 

revenues

Health officials,
academics
questioned 
on corruption
charges 
KUWAIT: Former and current officials
and academics at the Ministry of Health
and Kuwait University (KU) were re-
ferred to the public prosecution on cor-
ruption charges, said an official at the
Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority
(Nazaha) yesterday. The charges in-
volved the said officials’ abuse of power
and finances, in addition to suspicion of
forgery, Dr Mohammad Bouzuber,
Nazaha’s Assistant Secretary General for
Investigations and official spokesman,
said in a press release. The referral was
carried out after extensive investigation
in the matter, said the official who af-
firmed that witnesses to the violations
would be protected by Nazaha according
to the law. The public prosecution will
look into the chargers and issue suitable
verdicts, said Dr Bouzuber. — KUNA

Car crashes into
restaurant, three hurt
By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Three people; a female citizen and two Asian women,
were slightly injured in Nozha yesterday when the female citizen
lost control over her vehicle and it collided into a famous restau-
rant in the area. Medics rushed to the scene and took the injured
to Amiri hospital for treatment, the Interior Ministry’s relations
and security media department said in a statement.

First Ring Road tunnel
opens tomorrow
KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s traffic department announced opening a tunnel
on Sabah Alawwal Road (First Ring Road) tomorrow morning, in cooperation with
the Ministry of Public Works. Accordingly, the traffic department urges all mo-
torists to drive cautiously and observe speed limits and traffic guiding signs, the
ministry’s relations and security media department said in a statement.


