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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s gross domestic product (GDP)
expanded 1.8 percent in constant prices during the
third quarter of the year, as compared to last
year’s figure of 26.9 percent in current prices, its
Central Statistical Bureau (CSB) said yesterday.

The price of oil hit its highest level since 2014,
pushing GDP growth in current prices to an esti-
mated value of KD 11 billion ($363.3 billion), an
increase worth 26.9 percent when compared to
the same period last year, CSB said in a statement.

GDP growth in constant prices hit KD 9.8 bil-
lion ($32.3 billion), equivalent to a growth rate of
1.8 percent, the data showed. The oil sector’s con-
tributions to GDP growth in current prices during
the third quarter of the year had risen 54.3 per-
cent, up from last year’s figure of 44.4 percent,
while it remained stable at 59.4 percent in con-
stant prices.

Meanwhile, an increase in Kuwait’s crude oil
and natural gas outputs was among the most
notable economic happenings of the year, with an
increase in current prices worth 56.3 percent.
According to the data, the healthcare and educa-
tion sectors, in addition to the real estate industry,
were also major contributors to Kuwait’s GDP
growth in constant prices. — KUNA

Kuwait’s 3rd
quarter GDP
grows 1.8%

Shops selling
banned containers
to be sanctioned
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
(MoCI) banned the importation of cancerogenic ther-
mosetting containers for containing asbestos after con-
firming that those containers are harmful to human’s health. 

The ministry has started an inspection campaign on
different stores around Kuwait for over a month with-
out sanctions, while sanctions will be applied on viola-
tors starting from tomorrow. “After we received the
results of tests made on the thermosetting containers,
which showed it contains harmful substances, the ban
is being applied,” inspector Jaleel Jawhar from the
Customer Protection Center of MoCI told the Kuwait
Times yesterday.

“The beginning of our campaign was to spread
awareness among store owners. Our inspectors were
only confiscating the containers without issuing fines for
the stores as the owners did not know (about the ban).
Thus, from the first day of 2019, they will be sanctioned

in addition to confiscating the products, and the sanc-
tion may reach to shutting the store down,” he added.

Banned containers
How to know which thermosetting containers are

banned? “The consumer may easily find out the harmful
container from a ‘black dot’ inside the container on the
bottom of the glass material. There are different kinds of
thermosetting containers in the market, which are mostly
made in the same factory located in an Asian country. It
is a cheap quality container and is also sold for a cheap
price,” Jawhar explained.

The inspectors go on inspection tours in different
areas. “We basically check the products sold in the local
market, but sometimes we may miss a store. So we also
depend on the cooperation of consumers to report any
case of selling the banned thermosetting containers,” he
pointed out.

Other harmful materials were found in the market.
“The Public Authority for Food and Nutrition, which is
in charge of ensuring the safety of food, had discovered
harmful materials used widely in Kuwait. Those materi-
als are the plastic bowls and boxes in which the chick-
pea and Bajela (broad bean) are served. Now, shops are
selling those in high quality plastic boxes, which is why
they increased their price. The old plastic bowls con-
tained harmful substances affecting people’s health,”
concluded Jawhar.

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Recent statistics issued by the Philippines
Central Bank showed a considerable $1.03 billion drop in
remittances made home by Philippines laborers working in
the Middle East during the first ten months of 2018, said a
report posted on Arabnews.com. Remittances sent by the
Philippines laborers in Kuwait dropped by 18.2 percent,
the report added without giving any further details. It also
noted that remittances sent from Saudi Arabia also
dropped by 11.1 percent, those sent from Bahrain dropped
by 9.6 percent and those sent from UAE dropped by more
than 11 percent. However and despite the drop, Filipino
officials expect the total remittances sent home from vari-
ous countries around the world to exceed a record number
of $31 billion. The report added that in contrast to remit-
tances made from the Middle East, those made from
Africa, Europe, the Pacific Islands, United States, Canada
and parts of Asia increased. 

Electric vehicles
Widespread use of electric vehicles in Kuwait is

expected to start in 2021 once relevant government bodies
finished the final draft of the bill for the electric vehicles
project, and logistics, such as infrastructure and charging

outputs, are discussed. The project is currently being dis-
cussed at the Public Authority for Industry, said sources
familiar with the project. The sources added that the study
was still in preliminary stages, noting that charging outputs
should be built according to GCC standards. Further, the

sources highlighted that both the Ministry of Electricity
and Water and Kuwait Petroleum Corporation have shown
full support in terms of building the infrastructure needed
for recharging. The sources also explained that once the
final draft was ready, it would be further studied in all GCC
states before sending it to the GCC specifications commit-

tee, then the technical council, then to be approved by var-
ious GCC states before submitting it to GCC ministers of
commerce for approval and notifying the concerned man-
ufacturers. 

Solar power
The Fatwa and Legislation Department recently

urged the Ministry of Commerce and Industry to study
the establishment of a Kuwaiti shareholding company
under the name of ‘Kuwait Solar Power Company’ with
a capital of KD 300 million, with the aim of supervising
all solar power industries in Kuwait. In this regard,
sources familiar with the project said that the company
would be responsible for boosting high quality solar
powers in Kuwait through producing and importing the
material and equipment needed to build, operate and
maintain solar cells and photoelectric plants  as well as
issuing quality certificates for all related products. The
sources added that a parliamentary proposal had been
made pertaining with establishing the company on
grounds that 24 percent of the shares would be owned
by the government and its subsidiary bodies, 26 per-
cent would be offered for public tendering amongst
stock exchange shareholding companies and special-
ized foreign companies approved by the cabinet, while

50 percent of the shares would be offered in an initial
public offering. 

Special resort 
The Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor’s assistant

undersecretary for social care affairs Sheikha Al-
Adwani stressed that medical teams serving various
social care tenants had been increased to 23. She also
noted that a new geriatric house would be opened soon
in the capital governorate in addition to building a spe-
cial resort for the elderly at Sabah Al-Ahmad City. “We
have recently laid the corner stone for a new social care
center matching international specifications,” she added,
noting that the center, dubbed ‘Al-Barakah club,’ would
be opened soon. Further, Adwani said that special park-
ing spaces have been allocated for the elderly in 28
shopping malls and 14 other public facilities, in addition
to launching a special application to register new cases
of senior citizen wishing to receive special services at
home or obtaining priority cards. Speaking about family
custody houses, Adwani said that eight new cases were
added in 2018 to add up the total number to 620. She
added that the surrogate mother project had shown
remarkable success and that it currently includes eight
surrogate mothers and two surrogate fathers. 

Remittances sent by Filipinos in
Kuwait dropped by 18.2 percent
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Camp booking
online starts
from today
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality announced opening for
booking camp sites for the 2018-2019 camping season. The
booking can be done at the municipality’s website:
www.baladia.gov.kw starting from 8:00 am today, the
municipality’s committee entrusted with studying and
updating the temporary camping sites announced yesterday.
The committee stressed that licensing a camp requires sign-
ing an affidavit to keep off military restricted areas by at
least 2 kilometers, avoid any strange objects and immediate-
ly report sighting of any such objects found in the desert. 

Municipal Council building
Chairman and members of the Municipal Council yes-

terday visited the council’s new headquarters in Safat to
see how far construction operations had gone. Speaking
on the occasion, Municipal Council Chairman Osama Al-
Otaibi expressed satisfaction with the work accomplished
and called for honoring the project’s schedule, pointing out
that the contract stipulates finishing the project on January
7, 2019 and handing over the building in April. “Any delay
would be subject to penal clauses and measures,” he
warned. Meanwhile, council member Hassan Kamal
stressed that the new building is highly equipped with
state-of-the art technologies, adding that the furnishing
contract had already been signed with hopes that the
building would be launched in 2019.  

New road
Director of the Public Authority for Roads and

Transport (PART) Soha Ashkenani announced that, in col-
laboration with the Interior Ministry’s traffic department,
PART would open the land segment of the Jaber Al-
Ahmad City entrances project near the Entertainment City
at 9:00 am today. Ashkenani added that motorists coming
from Doha Spur and Jaber Al-Ahmad City would be able
to use the new road to reach Doha Port, the Entertainment
City, Doha Chalets and Camp Doha.

Defendant
acquitted in
drug case
KUWAIT: Lawyers Khalil
Al-Qattan and Mohammad
Al-Qattan recently won a
case before the court of
appeal which acquitted their
client Ali Sadeq, who had
been sentenced by the court
of first instance to ten years
in prison in a drug trafficking
case in which defendant Adel
Al-Musallam is the prime
suspect. The lawyer argued
that the search warrant did
not include their client’s
name, that he had not been
arrested red-handed and
that his arrest procedures
were void.  

KFSD closes
15 facilities
By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
Director Lt Gen Khaled Al-Mekrad recently ordered the
closure of 15 establishments in the Capital, Hawally and
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Governorates for violating licensing,
safety and prevention conditions. Notably, the shutdown
facilities, which practice various activities, had earlier
been warned and given a 72-hour notice, but they failed
to respond.

Lawyer Khalil Al-Qattan

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate officers close a
facility during the campaign.


