
OTTAWA: Madison Bowey and Tyler Lewington each
scored their first NHL goals and the visiting Washington
Capitals defeated the Ottawa Senators 3-2 on Saturday
night for their fourth straight win.  Tom Wilson had a goal
and an assist for Washington, which is 9-1 in its past 10
games and 16-3 since mid-November. Pheonix Copley
made 31 saves. Lewington added an assist. Mark Stone
pulled Ottawa within 3-2 with 3:30 left in the game when
he scored from the right circle off a pass from Brady
Tkachuk for his 18th goal. Colin White had a goal and an
assist for Ottawa, which has lost four straight and
dropped a home game to Washington for the second time
in eight days. Tkachuk had two assists and Marcus
Hogberg made 21 saves in his NHL debut.

DEVILS 2, HURRICANES 0
MacKenzie Blackwood authored his first NHL shutout

by stopping all 37 shots he faced as host New Jersey beat
Carolina. Blackwood’s shutout came in just his third career
start and in the game immediately after he notched his first
NHL win Thursday, when the Devils beat the Boston
Bruins 5-2. Pavel Zacha scored a short-handed goal in the
final minute of the second period and Andy Greene added
an empty-netter with 32.9 seconds left as the Devils won
their second straight. It is New Jersey’s first winning
streak since it won two straight from Nov. 13-15.

LIGHTNING 6, CANADIENS 5
Adam Erne scored the tying goal almost midway

through the third period and collected the game-winner
with 62 seconds remaining as host Tampa Bay earned a
wild win over Montreal. The Lightning trailed 2-0, 3-2
and 5-4 before extending their winning streak to five
games and point streak to 14 games (13-0-1). Tampa Bay
has six winning streaks of at least three games this sea-
son. Erne tied the score by backhanding home a rebound
of a shot by Anton Stralman with 10:24 left in the third. He
then gave the Lightning just their second lead of the
game by firing a shot from the right faceoff circle past
goalie Antti Niemi.

ISLANDERS 4, MAPLE LEAFS 0
Mathew Barzal scored three straight goals in less than

eight minutes in the second period, Robin Lehner earned
his second shutout this season and visiting New York
defeated Toronto. The natural hat trick gave Barzal five
goals over the past two games. He scored twice Friday
night in a 6-3 win over the Ottawa Senators. Lehner
stopped 36 shots for his 10th career shutout.

PANTHERS 2, FLYERS 1
Jonathan Huberdeau had the game-tying assist with

6:44 remaining and the go-ahead goal with 66 seconds
left as host Florida rallied to defeat Philadelphia in
Sunrise, Fla. With the Panthers trailing 1-0, Mike
Hoffman scored the tying goal on a brilliant pass from
Huberdeau, who showed great vision to find his open
teammate. Huberdeau then added the winning goal on
Aleksander Barkov’s second assist of the night. It was
the 18th goal of the season for Hoffman and No. 10 for
Huberdeau.

WILD 3, JETS 1
Minnesota snapped a five-game winless streak with a

road win over Winnipeg. While three goals aren’t exact-
ly an offensive breakout, it was a welcome improvement
for the Wild, who had scored five total goals over that
0-4-1 stretch. The Wild received their opening goal
from an unlikely source, as defenseman Matt Bartkowski
scored 9:28 into the first period. After playing 28 games
with the Wild’s American Hockey League affiliate this
season, Bartkowski was making his debut in a
Minnesota jersey.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, KINGS 1
Malcolm Subban made 30 saves in his first win of the

season and visiting Vegas defeated Los Angeles. Subban
came in 0-5-0 in five starts this season. Vegas had sup-
ported him with six goals in those outings. Paul Stastny
and Alex Tuch each had a goal and an assist and Nate
Schmidt had two assists for the Golden Knights.

RANGERS 4, PREDATORS 3
Jesper Fast scored his second goal of the game with

12:25 remaining, Mika Zibanejad collected a career-best
four assists and visiting New York held on for a victory
over Nashville. Fast scored the tiebreaking goal to cap a
terrific sequence where all five Rangers on the ice
touched the puck. Defenseman Adam McQuaid sent the
puck from the defensive zone hard off the end boards
and out of goaltender Pekka Rinne’s reach. Brady Skjei
retrieved the loose puck and quickly fed Chris Kreider,
who whipped the puck to Zibanejad. Zibanejad emerged
from behind the net on the right wing and centered the
pass for Fast, who finished the sequence by lifting a
one-timer from the high slot past Rinne.

STARS 5, RED WINGS 1
Alexander Radulov scored two goals and host Dallas

rolled to a victory over slumping Detroit. Blake Comeau
and Jason Spezza each had a goal and an assist for the
Stars. Tyler Pitlick also scored, while Ben Bishop made
33 saves. Dylan Larkin scored a third-period goal for
Detroit to extend his point streak to 13 games. Jonathan

Bernier made 37 saves for the Wings, who have lost
eight of their last nine games.

BLACKHAWKS 3, AVALANCHE 2 (OT)
Patrick Kane scored his second goal of the game 41

seconds into overtime, and visiting Chicago beat
Colorado in Denver. Kane also had an assist, Alex
DeBrincat scored a goal and Dylan Strome had two
assists for Chicago. Collin Delia stopped 30 shots to
beat Colorado for the second time in December. Nathan
MacKinnon and Mikko Rantanen scored for the
Avalanche, who have lost four straight.

CANUCKS 3, FLAMES 2 (OT)
Alexander Edler’s goal at 3:06 of overtime gave visit-

ing Vancouver a victory over Calgary. Edler, a defense-
man, put in a shot from a back-door pass from Brock

Boeser after moving forward. The Canucks posted their
eighth win in 11 games, while the Flames lost for the
fourth time in five outings.

COYOTES 5, DUCKS 4 (OT)
Nick Schmaltz scored 33 seconds into overtime to give

visiting Arizona a victory while sending Anaheim to its
fifth consecutive defeat. After never holding the lead in
regulation, the Coyotes won for the third time in their last
four games after a three-game losing streak. The Coyotes
broke free for a two-on-one early in overtime with
Clayton Keller feeding Schmaltz for the one-timer past
Ducks goalie John Gibson. Ondrej Kase scored a goal in
each of the first two periods but the Ducks lost despite
taking a season-high 41 shots on goal. The Ducks man-
aged just one other goal after Adam Henrique scored 12
seconds into the second period. — Reuters

AUB holds late Ali 
Mansour Al Sarraf 
football tournament
KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank announced organization
of  the late “Ali Mansour Al Sarraf (May Allah bless his
soul) football tournament amongst its employees from
various departments and branches.  The competition,
which ran from the 16th -27th December 2018, took
place at the football pitch located at the Kuwaiti
Lawyers Association.

The tournament reflects the Bank’s overall com-
mitment to a diversified range of sports activities,
catering for its employees, developing their health as
well as nurturing a healthy competitive environment.
The tournament succeeded in attracting more than
100 employees in the Bank whom practiced with a
great team spirit.

Commenting on the tournament, Naqeeb  Amin,
AUB’s General Manager of Human Resources, said:
“The late Ali Mansour Al Sarraf” (May Allah bless his
soul) was named for this tournament when we thought
about organizing it two years ago in recognition of his
64 yearlong service. After his death this year, we
decided to continue this tournament in his name as a
tribute to his memory and to his continuous dedication
over many years.

Amin added that this initiative is a message to the

youth of on the importance of recognizing the legacy
of the previous generations who established banking in
Kuwait and served as a good role model in their work
and morals. It’s also a clear indication of the Bank’s
pride of its human wealth from outstanding employees
who have spent years with dedication to their work.
Affirming that the Bank will continue to appreciate the
contribution of the late Ali Mansoor Al Sarraf “ (May
Allah bless his soul)and the first generation of Ahli
United Bank’s  old staff  who set up the first building
blocks for banking in Kuwait when the Bank started its
operation in 1942.

Mrs Mariam Al-Mudhaf, AUB’s Head of Employee
Relations & Services added, “The organization of
sports competition comes as part of our core belief

that our employees’ own health and safety is of para-
mount importance to the Bank, and are at the same
time our most important asset that we continue to
invest in. To that extent, we have launched this initiative
which is in line with the Bank’s overall social responsi-
bility drive, and its approach towards sponsoring a
diversified range of sports activities, internally and
externally. Furthermore, it serves to nurture a healthy
competitive environment amongst working teams.”

Mrs Al-Mudhaf pointed out, “The competition aims
at communicating a clear message about the impor-
tance of practicing different sports, while also encour-
aging employees to manage their own health to benefit
their personal as well as professional lives, and the
wider society”.

German stars 
shine at Hopman
PERTH: Star duo Angelique Kerber and Alexander
Zverev made encouraging starts to their Australian
Open preparation as Germany cruised to a 3-0 win
over Spain at the mixed teams Hopman Cup in Perth
yesterday.

The top 10 pair, beaten finalists in the previous edi-
tion of the tournament, were too good in their singles
matches against Garbine Muguruza and David Ferrer.

Just over two weeks out from the year’s first Grand
Slam, Kerber edged past Muguruza in three sets to
open the tie, while a misfiring Zverev was given a scare
by the veteran Ferrer before also winning in three.

In the dead mixed doubles rubber, the Germans
made it a clean sweep with a straight sets win.

Kerber won all four of her singles matches without
dropping a set at the last Hopman Cup, as part of a 14-
match winning streak that was only snapped in the
Australian Open semi-final by Simona Halep.

That proved to be the start of a productive year for
a resurgent Kerber, who won at Wimbledon and
climbed back to number two in the world.

Hoping for a similar start to the new season under
new coach Rainer Schuttler, Kerber took the first set

against Muguruza comfortably in the battle of the two
former world number ones.

However the Spaniard wasn’t going to let her own
five-match winning run against the German go easily,
and took the second set.

A break of serve in the fourth game of the third set
was enough to ensure Kerber maintained her perfect
record in Perth, winning 6-2, 3-6, 6-3.

Kerber conceded Muguruza had proven a histori-
cally difficult opponent and she was pleased to begin
her Australian Open preparation with a win.

“The first match you never know how you will feel
on court,” she said.

“I was trying to find the rhythm and I am very hap-
py about how I played.

“I was trying not to think about the head to head.”
Zverev started well against Ferrer and cruised

through the first set, but then grew increasingly frus-
trated with his own game as the determined Spaniard
fought back, breaking the German’s serve with a sub-
lime forehand passing shot in the 10th game to claim
the second set.

There was little between the pair in the third set
until Zverev surged in the tiebreak to take the match
6-4, 4-6, 7-6 (7/0).

Although Zverev is ranked fourth in the world and
Ferrer 126th, the German said he expected nothing less
from the Spaniard, who has retired from Grand Slam
tennis.

“He is the greatest fighter, maybe we have ever seen
in tennis,” Zverev said. Zverev received attention for a
right leg problem during the mixed doubles, but played
out the match without apparent discomfort. — AFP
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Murray, Nadal
look for Brisbane 
bounce-back after
injury-hit 2018
BRISBANE: Andy Murray aims to kick-start his
stalled career in Brisbane this week after an
injury-plagued 2018, with Spanish great Rafael
Nadal also playing as he tests his troubled knee
ahead of the Australian Open.

The season-opening tournament boasts a stel-
lar field with Kei Nishikori and Grigor Dimitrov
also in contention as they prepare for the first
Grand Slam of the year at Melbourne Park. It also
marks the return of temperamental Nick Kyrgios,
the defending champion who has been talking to
psychologists and “trying to get on top” of his
mental health after another roller-coaster year.

His preparations took a blow when he was bit-
ten by spider over Christmas, which needed med-
ical attention, but he is expected to be ready. The
women’s field includes seven of the world’s top 10
— defending champion Elina Svitolina, US Open
winner Naomi Osaka, Sloane Stephens, Petra
Kvitova, Karolina Pliskova, Kiki Bertens, and Daria
Kasatkina.

Three-time Grand Slam winner Murray only
played six tournaments last season and arrived in
Australia early to acclimatise and prepare as he
continues his recovery from hip surgery.

‘A BETTER PLACE’ 
The Scot, who won the Brisbane title in 2012

and 2013, said he had been training hard to work
himself back to the sort of fitness levels that saw
him capture nine titles in a stellar 2016 campaign
and reach the number one ranking.

“There are still things that I want to achieve,”
he said. “Whether I am capable of that I don’t real-
ly know.” The 31-year-old had intended to play
Brisbane at the beginning of 2018, but was forced
to withdraw on the eve of the tournament and pull
out of the Australian Open with the hip problem.

He said he still had some pain, but “I’m in a bet-
ter place than I was a few months ago”. The for-
mer world number one spent the off-season train-
ing in the heat of Miami to prepare for what can
be gruelling conditions in Brisbane and then
Melbourne.

He hasn’t played since pulling out of the China
Open in September, with his ranking plunging to
256. World number two Nadal also battled injury
worries throughout 2018 but enjoyed success as
well. He won a record-extending 11th French Open
in June and reached the semi-finals both at
Wimbledon and the US Open. — AFP

NEWARK: Brett Seney #43 of the New Jersey Devils skates past Jordan Martinook #48 of the Carolina Hurricanes in
the first period of an NHL hockey game at the Prudential Center on Saturday in Newark, New Jersey. —AFP

PERTH: Belinda Bencic of Switzerland hits a return
against Katie Boulter of Britain during their fourth ses-
sion women’s singles match on day two of the Hopman
Cup tennis tournament in Perth yesterday. —AFP


