
KUWAIT: The Cabinet has given the thumps
up to a national strategy designed to prevent
human trafficking and immigrant smuggling. In
its weekly meeting presided over by HH the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, the executive body assigned
the foreign and justice ministries with the task
of making sure that the plan comes to fruition.

Meanwhile, a government official stressed

Kuwait’s keenness “out of its respect for
human rights” on protecting the labor force
working on its soil. Since its establishment in
2013, the Public Authority for Manpower has
worked on regulating the labor market
according to laws in the civil and private sec-
tors and in light of Kuwait’s commitment to
international human rights agreements, as
well as the ones of the International Labor
Organization (ILO), Abdullah Al-Mutautah,
the authority’s Deputy Director General, told
a host of diplomatic mission representatives
in the country.

Moreover, Kuwait had signed a series of
agreements in this regard, including 19 of the
ILO, he noted, pointing out that Kuwait has
gone a long way as far as labor-related legis-
lations are concerned. Despite the fact that
the old 1964 law on labor regulations was
‘distinguished’ on the Arab level, yet Kuwait

saw that an updated version of the law was
necessary in order for the country to keep up
with developments and match its current
international status, he said.

The original enactment of the labor law
was in 1964 to regulate the workforce in
the private sector. The amended 2011 ver-
sion came mainly to ensure a fair treatment
for all blue-collar workers. The law con-
tains all essential rules and regulations that
an employee needs to know before accept-
ing a contract. It also contains significant
guidelines and procedures that the
employer should follow to make sure that
an individual is a competent worker and is
authorized to work in Kuwait. The meeting
was attended by diplomatic representa-
tives of France, the Netherlands, Egypt,
Indonesia, Thailand, Nepal and the
Philippines, as well as the ILO. — KUNA
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Dubai airport retains top spot 

DUBAI: Dubai airport was the world’s busiest for
international passengers in 2017 for the fourth year
running, with 88.2 million travellers, a statement said
yesterday. International traffic at the UAE airport
increased by 4.6 million passengers or 5.5 percent
compared to the previous year, operator Dubai
Airports announced. Indians continued to dominate
the top position with 12.1 million passengers arriving
at Dubai airport last year, up 5.4 percent on 2016.
The airport recorded 10,000 less flights than the
previous year, but planes were filled closer to
capacity, with an average of 223 per flight - an
increase of nearly seven percent. Cargo rose by 2.4
percent to a record 2.65 million tonnes. — AFP

Cassation court refuses 
to free jailed activists

Assembly office discusses bedoons with Fadhalah

Modi to meet Abbas during tour

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will meet the Palestinian leader during a brief tour of
the Middle East, the foreign ministry said yesterday,
just weeks after hosting Israel’s Benjamin Netanyahu.
The Indian premier will visit Ramallah first on his
three-day tour of the region between Feb 9 and 12,
which will also take in Oman and the UAE. Modi will
hold talks with Mahmoud Abbas in an overture seen
as India’s effort to balance its decades-old support
for the occupied territories against its growing close-
ness to Israel. The leaders are expected to discuss
information technology, health and tourism during the
brief visit. Modi will also address a joint press confer-
ence and attend a banquet. — AFP

Saudis down Houthi missile 

RIYADH: Saudi air defenses intercepted a ballistic
missile fired at the kingdom by Yemen’s Shiite
Houthi rebels yesterday, state media reported. The
attack was launched from Yemen’s northern gover-
norate of Saada, a Houthi stronghold, and “inter-
cepted” at 7:23 local time (0423 GMT), Colonel
Turki Al-Maliki told state news agency SPA. Maliki,
spokesman for the Saudi-led military coalition sup-
porting the government in Yemen, said the missile
was headed toward the city of Khamis Mushait -
about 160 km north of the border. — AFP

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The court of cassation yesterday rejected
requests by defense lawyers to free jailed opposition
activists  charged with storming the National
Assembly building and set Feb 18 for the next hear-
ing. The court was highly expected to release the
activists, who include two sitting MPs, pending com-
pletion of the trial. The activists have been in jail for
over two months.

The criminal court had acquitted all of the 70
activists who were charged of storming the Assembly
building during a protest in Nov 2011, saying they
had no criminal intent. But the appeals court handed
67 of them harsh jail terms ranging from one to nine
years. They include MPs Jamaan Al-Harbash and
Waleed Al-Tabtabaei, both in jail, and Mohammad
Al-Mutair, who is outside the country.

Opposition MPs Mohammad Al-Dallal and Osama
Al-Shaheen, both lawyers, regretted what happened
yesterday, saying that the activists should have been
freed, especially since they were acquitted by the
criminal court and that the public prosecution clearly
acknowledged that the appeals court’s ruling was
incorrect because the defendants were not allowed

to defend themselves in a proper way.
In another development, the National Assembly

office yesterday discussed with the head of the
stateless people or bedoons’ agency Saleh Al-
Fadhalah the problem of bedoons in Kuwait. Fadhalah
told members of the office, who include the speaker,
his deputy and heads of several panels, that the 1965
census is a precondition for naturalizing bedoons,
but is not the only requirement, Assembly Secretary
Awdah Al-Awdah said.

To be considered for obtaining Kuwaiti citizen-
ship, authorities have said that a bedoon applicant or
his forefathers must have been counted in the 1965
population census. Awdah said Fadhalah provided
the office with statistics showing that Kuwait has an
excellent performance on this issue. He added that
the meeting did not discuss setting a specific dead-
line to resolve the issue of around 110,000 bedoons
in Kuwait. 

MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl commended the work of
Fadhalah and said his decisions have been correct
and supported by the courts. Fadhl charged that
some of the bedoons refuse to reveal their true
identities because they don’t want their original
nationalities. 

Amir opens Sheikh Abdullah 
Al-Salem Cultural Center

Man tries to enter Iran presidency

TEHRAN: Iranian security forces shot and wound-
ed a man wielding a bladed weapon who tried to
force his way into the presidential compound in
central Tehran yesterday. “An individual wearing a
shroud tried to push through the doors of the pres-
idential complex and was warned by security
guards,” Tehran’s deputy governor for security
Mohsen Nasj-Hamedani told the Fars and Tasnim
news agencies. — AFP

Govt OKs plan
to fight human 
trafficking, vows 
to protect rights 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (center) attends a ceremony to inau-
gurate the Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural Center in Shaab yesterday. The Amir is flanked by HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem. — KUNA (See Page 4) 

KUWAIT: Deputy Director General of
the Manpower Public Authority
Abdullah Al-Mutautah. — KUNA 

DUBAI: A rise in tension between Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates in a row over military flights threatens
US strategic interests in the Gulf and could benefit
regional rival Iran. Abu Dhabi says Qatari air force jets
intercepted two UAE civilian aircraft on commercial
flights to Bahrain last month, and Doha says UAE mili-
tary aircraft violated its airspace on Dec 21 and Jan 3.
Each denies the other’s accusations and the two ener-
gy-producing states have sought to ease the dispute.
The risk of a confrontation between them has increased
but a war between them is unlikely, regional experts say.

The increase in tension, seven months after the UAE,

Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Egypt imposed travel and
trade sanctions on Qatar over accusations - denied by
Doha - that it supports terrorism and regional rival
Iran, has alarmed Washington. “When you have Qatari
(military) planes being scrambled near a civilian airliner,
it runs the risk of an incident that, even unplanned,
could result in the loss of lives and escalate this into an
situation Gulf countries have never had among each
other,” said a Western diplomat, speaking on condition
of anonymity. 

Gabriel Collins, an expert on financial sanctions at
Rice University in Texas, said “military posturing”
against a background of underlying tension because of
the diplomatic and trade sanctions “left space for a mis-
calculation”. “A very small spark can, in a worst-case
scenario, light a huge fire,” he said. US Defense
Secretary James Mattis has said the fracturing of ties
among its Gulf Arab allies hinders Washington’s fight
against Islamic State and “countering the spread of
Iran’s malign influence”.

Iran has criticized the restrictions on Qatar and
called for the rift to be resolved through dialogue.
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif has lamented
what he called a “dialogue deficit” in the region. The
Gulf is a strategically important area for the United
States. The US Fifth Fleet is based in Bahrain and the Al
Udeid Air Base in Qatar is a center of its air operations
against Islamic State. “The United States considers both
Qatar and the UAE to be critical regional partners,” a
US Air Forces Central Command spokesman in Qatar
said in response to a Reuters request for comment on
the incidents. He called for “meaningful solutions to
reduce tensions.”

The base would be crucial if the United States were to
go to war with Iran, which Washington says sponsors ter-
rorism and is a threat to stability and US interests in the
Middle East. Tehran denies the accusations. Saudi Arabia
also sees Iran as a threat to regional stability and regards
the Islamist Republic as its main rival in the region. 

Continued on Page 11

US worries Iran 
benefitting from 
Gulf tensions

VATICAN CITY: Recep Tayyip Erdogan
made the first visit by a Turkish president
to the Vatican in 59 years yesterday, dis-
cussing the status of Jerusalem with Pope
Francis, as scuffles broke out between
police and demonstrators nearby. Police,
who put much of the center of the city
under lockdown for the visit, said two
people were detained after demonstrators
tried to break through cordons to get
closer to the Vatican from an authorized
protest several blocks away.

Returning a visit made by the pope to
Turkey in 2014, Erdogan spoke privately
with Francis for about 50 minutes in the

pontiff’s frescoed study in the Vatican’s
Apostolic Palace, which he uses mostly for
ceremonial purposes. A Vatican statement
said the talks included “the status of
Jerusalem, highlighting the need to pro-
mote peace and stability in the region
(Middle East) through dialogue and nego-
tiation, with respect for human rights and
international law.”

Both Erdogan and Pope Francis are
opposed to US President Donald Trump’s
decision to recognize Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel, which many US allies say
could doom Middle East peace efforts. At
the end of the private part of the meeting,
the pope gave Erdogan a bronze medal-
lion showing an angel embracing the
northern and southern hemispheres while
overcoming the opposition of a dragon.
“This is the angel of peace who strangles
the demon of war,” the pope told Erdogan
as he gave him the medallion, made by the
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Erdogan and
Pope discuss
Jerusalem 

VATICAN CITY: Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) meets Pope Francis
during a private audience yesterday at the Vatican. —  AFP 


