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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Chairman of the Arab and International Relation Council Mohammad Jassim Al-Saqer and the council’s members. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received yesterday at Bayan Palace
Chairman of the Arab and International
Relation Council Mohammad Jassim Al-
Saqer and Council members, on the
sidelines of the seventh meeting of the
council board of trustees. The delega-
tion later met with His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah.

US President Donald Trump’s recog-
nition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
and transfer of US embassy from Tel
Aviv to the occupied city, topped coun-
cil’s meeting agenda on Sunday, Saqer
said. The meeting also touched upon
humanitarian conditions in Syria, Yemen
and Libya, as well as crises in regional
countries, Saqer told reporters follow-
ing the meeting.

Kuwait’s former Foreign Minister Sheikh
Dr Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah
said the meeting was held amidst critical
development at the Arab and international
scenes. He said the meeting’s prime issue
was the Palestinian cause. The council
members, he added, condemned Trump’s
decision and rushed to help address finan-
cial resources of the UN Palestinian work-
ers’ agency (UNRWA) in the wake of the
US cessation of funding. “Kuwait was the
only Arab country that, along with a num-
ber of western countries, acted to address
the (financial) deficit,” he said.

Sheikh Mohammad said he believed
there was a need to evaluate the Arab order
to address strategic problems facing
national security. “This can happen through
good governance and openness among
regimes and their people,” he added.
Sheikh Mohammad, meanwhile, said the

agenda of the State of Kuwait reflected
same issues at the Gulf and Arab levels.

Hanan Ashrawi, spokesperson of the
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO),
said “we need to unite the visions and

adopt strategic positions that help resolve
our causes.”

The US “is undoubtedly offering
Jerusalem as an easy bite for the Israeli occu-
pation, and to make Jerusalem a Jewish city,
not an Arab Islamic and Christian city which
has a tradition, a history, rights and people
live in,” she said. “What is happening now is
an actual change on the ground, a unilateral
imposition with false facts,” said Ashrawi.

Inter-Parliamentary Union
Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir

received National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and MPs who took
part in recent meeting of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union’s Executive
Commission in Geneva. The parliamentary
delegation later met with His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah as well.

Also yesterday, His Highness the Amir

received Chairman of Ooredoo telecom
company Sheikh Saud Bin Nasser Al Thani
and the company’s CEO Sheikh Mohammed
Bin Abdullah Al Thani and board members.
The meetings were attended by Minister of

Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali
Jarrah Al-Sabah. 

In other news, His Highness
the Crown Prince hosted Deputy
Prime Minister, Minister of State
for Cabinet Affairs and General
Supervisor of the Public
Authority for Communications
and Information Technology
Anas Al-Saleh, as well as the
CEO of the authority Salem Al-
Uthaina and the board members.
They presented His Highness
with elaborate explanation about
the “regional telecommunications

transit,” which would place Kuwait on the
global technology and data transfer map,
in line with His Highness the Amir 2035

development vision.  He also hosted Sheikh
Dr Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.
His Highness the Crown Prince also

received Chief of the National Security
Bureau Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem
Al-Sabah. — KUNA
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US reiterates 
support to Iraq
reconstruction 
conference
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The US Embassy held a press roundtable
yesterday at Radisson Blu Hotel to discuss the donor
conference hosted by Kuwait for the reconstruction of
Iraq and the ministerial meeting of the global coalition
to defeat the Islamic State (IS), scheduled to take place
on Feb 12-14. US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence
Silverman expressed the US’ support for the recon-
struction of Iraq, saying US support for Iraq will con-
tinue, particularly to rebuild the country, boost the
economy and attract investment. He commended the
Iraqi forces for defeating IS. 

Silverman praised His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s efforts in hosting
the donor meet. “I knew about the generosity of Kuwait
before I became ambassador to Kuwait. I visited
Kuwait three times during the Syria aid conferences,
where Kuwait’s role was bigger than its geographical
size,” Silverman said. The ambassador took note of
Iraq’s recent defeat of IS and highlighted further coor-
dination on this effort at the ministerial level of the
global coalition to defeat IS. “The most important thing
is to remain united with all countries to stop IS from
coming back. We have to restore the Iraqis’ normal
life,” he stressed.

Investment opportunities
Silverman said Washington has spoken with Iraqi

officials regarding the investment opportunities that
will be presented at the Kuwait conference. “Over 100
American companies and firms will participate in the
conference,” he said. He added that the donor meet will
provide an important opportunity for the government
of Iraq to showcase a number of attractive investment
opportunities for foreign investors, including many
American companies, and to demonstrate that Iraq is
open for business. “Iraq’s role now is to seize this
opportunity. Iraq’s needs are huge, and that is why we
are focusing on the private sector for reconstruction,”
he added.

“Over the last few years, we have given the Iraqi
government $1.7 billion in humanitarian assistance, and
$115 million to support stability in liberated areas. In
addition to that, we gave Iraq $1 billion without guaran-
tees, and they were able to turn it to $2 billion in 2017.
We also gave Iraq over $100 million to clear mines and
explosives, and 2.8 million Iraqis have been able to
return to their homes,” Silverman said. The envoy
revealed that US is planning to give Iraq $150 million
for stabilization through the UN this year, while the US
is the biggest entity in the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), and will provide part of its $5.4 billion program.

Gulf crisis
On the Gulf crisis, Silverman said it is important for

the US to solve the crisis and the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) has to be united again to solve the
region’s issues, terrorism and the Iran issue. On the
Syria situation, he said that there is a new future for
Syria, but Russia must do more to ensure the atten-
dance of Syria on the discussion table and to stop the
use of chemical weapons. “We are focusing now on
defeating Daesh (IS) in Syria. We understand Turkey’s
fears of IS in their area, but we ask them to limit their
military. We want all of Syria’s neighbors to be secure.”

KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman
speaks to the press yesterday. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam Trinh Minh Manh along with
First Secretary HA Manhle visited Kuwait Times
yesterday and discussed matters of mutual concern
with Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan.

Meanwhile, the Ambassador of the Republic of
Cuba Fernando Perez Maza visited Kuwait Times
where he met with Alyan and discussed with him
matters of mutual concern.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan meets with the Ambassador of the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam Trinh Minh Manh along with First Secretary HA Manhle. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan meets with the Ambassador of the Republic of Cuba Fernando
Perez Maza.

KT Editor-in-Chief meets ambassadors

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Chairman of Ooredoo telecom company Sheikh Saud Bin Nasser Al
Thani, the company’s CEO Sheikh Mohammed Bin Abdullah Al Thani and board members.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.


