
KUWAIT: The United Nations Human
Settlements Programme UN-Habitat and
Boulevard under Al-Salmiya Group for
Enterprise Development Company has
announced the successful signing between
the two organizations to launch an engag-
ing celebratory event on Public Space dur-
ing March 15th and 16th at Boulevard Park. 

This year’s celebrations marks the theme
‘Public Space for Peace,’ a celebratory
event bringing communities together to cel-
ebrate our appreciation for Kuwait’s coali-
tion countries by having an ‘International
Tasting Bazaar’ and celebrating
the importance of having an
open public space around
Kuwait districts that is socially
engaging and impactful. 

Boulevard Park is considered
Sustainable due to its multipur-
pose setting for park goers hav-
ing a library, shopping, and
restaurants with beautiful open
out-door space creates a sense
of holistic well-being for guests
to finish and enjoy their daily
activities. 

Boulevard Park has been
selected due to its commitment in promot-
ing and achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals specifically SDG 11:
Sustainable cities and communities advo-
cating that a well-planned city-wide public
space systems with natural green areas that
are well connected can create networks to
regenerate ecological systems and tackle
challenges posed by climate change. 

The UN-Habitat and Boulevard cooper-
ation aims to bring together people. It
represents the culmination of the coopera-
tion between private sector and UN
organizations along with participation of
all sectors of the society. Bringing in cul-
tural diversity by enriching residents
experience in a variety of international
food dishes, representing different regions
of the world, and achieving creating cross-
cultural friendships. 

The signing ceremony held at Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah build-
ing and attended by Dr Tarek El-Sheikh,
United Nations Resident Coordinator and
Acting Head of Office UN-Habitat Dr

Ameera Al-Hassan and Adwan Al-Adwani,
Chairman of Al-Salmiya Group.

“Bringing forward this initiative to
Boulevard aims to raise awareness of the
importance of having an open public
space around Kuwait districts that helps
to achieve a compact, connected and inte-
gral inclusive in Kuwait future cities,”
Adwani said.

“This is part of our mandate to update
and inform all residents of Kuwait on the
international pillars of what makes a com-
munity sustainable by promoting both the

New Urban Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG),” Sheikh further
added 

In order to generate more awareness of
what is ‘open public space,’ a youth com-
petition will run simultaneously during the
second day of the bazaar geared to stu-
dents in private schools who offer the UN
curricula to showcase their creative talents
in either drawing or design a model of what
they need and want in the sustainable ‘My
Future City Model’ competition.  

Adwan added that Boulevard Park was
designed in a way to promote a unique
offering of a mix of in-door and out-door
services, activities, and facilities to empow-
er families by contributing to the local
community and making it accessibly con-
venient for both families and kids. 

Strategically located at the heart of
Salmiya, Kuwait’s most vibrant district,
Boulevard stands as an urban hub for
recreational, social, commercial, natural,
and touristic attractions in which visitors
can enjoy an array of activities. 

Hassan stated that as a shopping mall
with an open space, Boulevard provides its
shoppers with a multipurpose park, where
each family member enjoys a safe and
environmental friendly open space, the
youth can also practice sports and intellec-
tual activities which leads them to become
a more creative and productive generation,
and that in its essence achieves the UN-
Habitat New Urban Agenda objectives and
at the same time it achieves the economic
growth of the city.

Hassan further added that the interest-
ing part is that Boulevard design places
in consideration of all kinds of shop-
per’s access requirements including
infants, people with special needs and
elderly making it easier for nearby
commuters.

Sheikh emphasized, that UN role we
are tasked to help raise awareness and
create a place that empower residents
to be  involved in decision making
process’s in order to meet their general
demand as set by Agenda 2030.

Messages from ‘Public Space for
Peace’ celebration will promote the five
pillars of what makes a Sustainable

Public Space: 1) Creating adequate public
space that serve an inter-generational mix
of diverse people and cultures since com-
munities are key to sustainable develop-
ment; 2) Public space should be people-
centered empowering residents to partici-
pate in the urban planning process ; 3)
Public Spaces should be sustainable spaces
that are socially, economically and environ-
mentally sustainable;  4) Partnerships with
private sector is critical and essential in
advancing sustainable practices and ensur-
ing the global messages are reached effec-
tively through demonstration projects and
lastly ; 5) Effective Local level leaderships
(at the Mokhtar level) together with
empowered Governorates makes our future
better and our needs met effectively.  

It is worth noting; that public art per-
formances in public spaces can celebrate
and validate a sense of community, identity,
belonging and well-being. The more that
our cities architecture and urban design is
admired and loved by the public, the longer
it will be cared, adopted and sustained. 

Boulevard Shopping is the one-stop
shopping destination that embodies a
diverse array of retailers, cafes and restau-
rants. The entire mall is equipped with a full
range of facilities that guarantees conven-
ience of both its visitors and tenants.

•  2000+ parking spaces
•  Free Wi-Fi 
•  Special needs facilities
•  24/7 security services 
•  Banking and ATM services
•  Sultan Center Hyper Market
•  A huge shopping mall 
•  Jarir Bookstore 
•  Best Electronics (opening soon)
•  Kids Entertainment
•  Seven gates overlooking four main

streets 
•  Prayer rooms

Public Space is the banner of urban
community where people perform a num-
ber of functions that are shared with all
and when planned efficiently public spaces
can;

1) Generate income of investment and
wealth creation 

2) Producers of environmental sustain-
ability 

3) Increases transportation efficiency
and enhances Safety 

4) Improves Public Health 
5) Act as promoters of equity and social

inclusion 

6) Opportunities for generation citizen
involvement 

7) Generators of great cities. 
UN-Habitat is the UN agency for

Housing and Cities that supports sustain-
ability in urban areas for more than 40
years UN-Habitat has been working in
human settlement programs throughout the
world with a focus of building brighter
future for developing villages, towns, cities
of all sizes, which are in need of support in
guiding the process of urbanizations. 

The collaboration between UN-Habitat
and Boulevard will educate and inform ‘
youths’ about the benefits of public space
for sustainability and how this plays a
strong impact for societies to thrive in
Kuwait. Teaching residents and youths the
added benefits of having an open public
space and investing more into attractive
outdoor communities are 50 percent more
likely to achieve high levels of walking
which help slow global warming and its role
to shape urban development communities.

Dalal Al-Radhi, Partnership and
Advocacy Associate at UN-Habitat ended
by saying, Green public space must be a
key consideration in urban planning for the
health of the city and its people, consider-
ing world’s most famous cities are known
for their open space as for their culture
such as, Barcelona La Rambla tree lined
pedestrian or the Bukit Timah Nature
Preserve in Singapore.
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At Boulevard open public space park 

Palestinian street
named after Ghanem
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Municipality of the Palestinian city of
Salfit recently named a street running in parallel to a set-
tlement after Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem. A statement issued by the munici-
pality yesterday said that the decision was made in
appreciation for Ghanem’s courageous stances towards
the Palestinian cause. Notably, Ghanem had criticized
the head of Israel’s delegation at the Inter-Parliamentary
Union conference in Russia in October. 

Leading positions
The Manpower and Government Restructuring

Program (MGRP) Secretary General Fauzi Al-Majdali
stressed that the program follows all possible proce-
dures to meet the call made by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to focus on
human resources’ development as a tool of comprehen-
sive economic development. Speaking at a meeting held
at the MGRP headquarters to set a strategy to develop
manpower in over 40 private sector establishments with
the aim of appointing Kuwaiti youth in leading positions,
Majdali stressed that following up the implementation of
the strategy was at the top of MGRP’s priorities. 

Majdali added that MGRP also seeks to empower
women through creating proper working environments
and providing special training programs to qualify
women for leading positions in various private sector
establishments. Meanwhile, manager of MGRP’s man-
power development department Iman Al-Ansari said the
program aims at building a medium term strategy that
will create a comprehensive social revival based on three
basic elements - restructuring the private sector labor
market, setting a comprehensive plan to develop the pri-
vate sector’s national manpower and setting a plan to
empower nationals. 

Investigations
Kuwai Municipality Director Ahmed Al-Manfouhi

referred three officials for investigations for failing to do
their job duties properly. Manfouhi explained that the
three officials included Ahmadi and Jahra cleaning
department officials and the Ahmadi constructions man-
ager. He added that penalties may go as far as termina-
tion if the violations were repeated, and stressed that
lenience will not be tolerated. 

Public funds
Ministry of Health’s assistant undersecretary for

financial affairs Mohammed Al-Azmi stressed that
despite the circumstances the ministry had gone through
during the fiscal years of 2015-2016 and 2016-2017, the
ministry is keen on cooperating with all supervisory and
monitoring bodies to protect public funds. Azmi added
these circumstances helped reveal various financial and
contracting violations involving public funds that were
later referred to the public prosecution and the anti-cor-
ruption authority, where they are still being investigated.
Azmi explained that violations included signing con-
tracts without his department’s approval. He also
expressed amazement at listing his and others’ names in
the ministry’s investigation committee recommendations
to refer some officials to the anti-corruption authority
despite his and his department’s reputation for protect-
ing public funds.  

Hajj season
The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs has started

early preparations for this year’s hajj season, said
Undersecretary Fareed Emadi, noting that he is heading
the ministry’s hajj mission that left for Saudi Arabia yes-
terday to discuss preparations with the Saudi side.
Emadi added discussions will include timings, the regis-
tration deadline and Kuwaiti convoys’ locations in Mina
and Mt Arafat. He added that the mission will look for a
new headquarters for the mission after the previous
one’s 11-year lease expired. Emadi added that the mis-
sion will discuss the possibility of increasing the number
of Kuwaiti pilgrims. Commenting on measures to be tak-
en against violating hajj convoys, Emadi stressed that
prices will be closely monitored to make sure they actu-
ally match the services provided, noting that violators
who operate unlicensed convoys will be subject to
severe penalties of up to one year of imprisonment or a
fine of KD 50,000.

Interior Ministry
looks to ‘Kuwaitize’
1,000 jobs: Report
KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Assistant
Undersecretary for Nationality and Passport
Affairs Maj Gen Sheikh Mazen Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
asked the administrative affairs to make a request
to the Civil Service Commission to provide 1,000

Kuwaiti job hopefuls to replace expatriate workers
in the nationality and passports sector in various
areas in Kuwait, in addition to issuing electronic
passports and residencies. Security sources said
this is the largest number of workers the interior
ministry requires for one of its sectors, and this is
within the policy to terminate 150 expats.

The sources said the 1,000 required workers
will be distributed as 300 for e-passport issuance
(50 in each center), 300 for residency affairs and
300 for service centers, in addition to 50 at the
main office, and 50 others for the residency affairs’
main office. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai.

KUWAIT: (From left) Dr Ameera Al-Hassan, Adwan Al-Adwani and Dr Tarek El-Sheikh are seen
during the signing ceremony.


