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LONDON: An autistic British man accused of hacking
into US government agencies won his appeal against
extradition to the United States yesterday but was told
he should be prosecuted in Britain instead. Lauri Love,
who has Asperger’s syndrome, is accused of involve-
ment in a series of hacks in 2012 and 2013 into comput-
ers at agencies including the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, the US army, the Missile Defense Agency
and the Federal Reserve. 

Charged with multiple offences in three US indict-
ments, he had been facing
a life prison sentence in
the United States if found
guilty, a fate which he has
said could lead him to
taking his own life. “Very
happy, relieved, very
thankful for the High
Court, for the judges,” a
beaming Love, surround-
ed by cheering support-
ers, told waiting reporters
outside the courthouse
after his appeal was
upheld. A lower court in
London had approved his extradition in 2016. 

Love has been diagnosed with clinical depression
and suffers from stress-aggravated eczema, conditions
which he manages with a complex medication regime
and support from his parents. “We come to the conclu-
sion that Mr Love’s extradition would be oppressive by
reason of his physical and mental condition,” two High
Court judges wrote in their ruling on his appeal.

Love’s lawyers had argued that he was not seeking
to avoid justice, and was prepared to stand trial in
Britain. The judges indicated that was what should now
happen. “The CPS (Crown Prosecution Service) must
now bend its endeavors to his prosecution, with the
assistance to be expected from the authorities in the
United States, recognizing the gravity of the allegations

in this case,” they wrote. US authorities say Love was
connected to Anonymous, an international group of
hackers, and that his actions had caused millions of dol-
lars’ worth of damage.

Precedent
His legal case sets a precedent that could be relevant

to future extradition cases, because it is the first suc-
cessful use of a legal provision called the “forum bar”
which allows British judges to block extradition if it is

not in the interests of
justice. “The reason I’ve
gone through this
ordeal is not just to save
myself from being kid-
napped and locked up
for 99 years in a coun-
try I’ve never visited,
but it’s to set a prece-
dent whereby this will
not happen to other
people in the future,”
Love said outside court.

“We’re hopeful that
other people may be

able to rely on this verdict to ensure that they’re treated
more humanely by the justice system.” The lower court
had ruled that the forum bar did not apply in Love’s
case, but the High Court judges said that it did. “We
emphasize however that it would not be oppressive to
prosecute Mr Love in England for the offences alleged
against him,” they wrote. “If the forum bar is to operate
as intended, where it prevents extradition, the other
side of the coin is that prosecution in this country rather
than impunity should then follow.”

The forum bar was introduced in 2013 after the
extradition to the United States of Scottish hacker
Gary McKinnon was blocked by Theresa May, in her
former role as home secretary, or interior minister.
She is now prime minister. 

McKinnon, who also had Asperger’s, said he
broke into US state computers while on a “moral
crusade” to find classified documents about UFOs.
May said he was seriously ill and extradition would
violate his human rights. Love’s law firm, Kaim

Todner, said in a statement his case was a legal
landmark not only because of the successful use of
the forum bar but also because the ruling recog-
nized that mental health provisions in US prisons
were not adequate to keep Love safe.—Reuters
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News in brief

Deadly ethnic violence 
KINSHASA: At least 23 members of the Hema ethnic
group have been killed since Friday in renewed vio-
lence in Democratic Republic of Congo’s Ituri
province, a leader of the group said in a statement yes-
terday. A high-ranking provincial official, who did not
wish to be named confirmed the toll since Friday and
added that 10 fighters from a rival ethnic group, the
Lendu had died. Hema herders and Lendu farmers have
been locked in violence in Ituri province for decades,
with tens of thousands killed from 1999 to 2003. The
conflict in the area, part of DRC’s deeply troubled
eastern region that includes the restive North and
South Kivu provinces, triggered a European Union-led
military operation in 2003. The intervention saw a
major drop in the intensity of the violence, but the
conflict never came to a total halt, with occasional
flare-ups still wracking the area. —AFP 

Terror survivor meeting
JAKARTA: A landmark reconciliation meeting between
survivors of terror attacks and the perpetrators will be
held in Indonesia this month, Jakarta said yesterday.
The meeting, announced by chief security minister
Wiranto, is being touted as a first for Muslim-majority
Indonesia, which has long struggled with Islamist mili-
tancy and attacks. “This meeting is quite unique-it has
not ever happened before,” Wiranto, who like many
Indonesians goes only by one name, told reporters in
the capital Jakarta. People currently incarcerated for
terror-related offences and ex-convicts will get the
chance to apologize to survivors at the meeting, he
said. The government did not release the names of the
militants or the survivors, and it was not clear for how
long or where the two groups would meet. It also did
not say if any family members of those killed in such
attacks would participate.—AFP 

Soldier, militant killed 
BEIRUT: Militants resisting arrest by the Lebanese
army in the restive Tripoli neighborhood of Bab al-
Tabbaneh sparked clashes that killed one on each side,
a statement said yesterday. The violence broke out late
on Sunday when the army entered the Sunni strong-
hold with the aim of arresting wanted militants. “One
soldier was killed and several others wounded” when
the unit was targeted by militants, the army said,
adding that hand grenades were used against its men.
The army said “one terrorist” was killed and his broth-
er arrested. Weapons and ammunition were also
seized. Lebanon’s second city has been directly affect-
ed by the violence raging in neighboring Syria, where
the regime of President Bashar Al-Assad, who is from
the Alawite minority, has been battling mostly Sunni
groups since 2011. —AFP 

Nepal’s ban on women 
KATHMANDU: Nepal’s restrictions on woman migrat-
ing for work are discriminatory and inconsistent with
international law, a United Nations rights official said
yesterday during a visit to the country. Nepal last year
introduced a ban on women working as domestic
helpers in the Gulf, one of various laws passed over the
last decade to protect female migrant workers from
sexual exploitation. “These bans are ineffective and
create the consequence that women migrate through
irregular channels and become victims of trafficking,”
said the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights
of migrants, Felipe Gonzalez Morales. “They (the gov-
ernment) don’t realize it’s discrimination, but these
policies are inconsistent with international law and
should be lifted.” Nearly half a million Nepalis migrat-
ed for work in 2015/16, according to the latest avail-
able government data, and migrant remittances
account for over a third of the country’s GDP. —AFP 

Join us at EU 
table, Balkan 
aspirants told
BRUSSELS: A dozen EU countries want to bring the six
western Balkan nations into European Union policy meet-
ings even before they join the bloc, according to a policy
paper seen by Reuters, in an effort to improve the bloc’s
image in the region. After years of neglecting the six west-
ern Balkan countries and looking to counter growing
Russian and Chinese influence in the region, the European
Commission is set to unveil a plan today that lays out how
Serbia and Montenegro could become the first of the
group to join the EU by 2025.

Now 12 EU nations - Austria, the Czech Republic,
Estonia, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Latvia, Malta,
Poland, Slovenia and Slovakia - want to go further and
propose an annual EU summit with the Western Balkan
leaders of Albania, Bosnia, Kosovo, Macedonia,
Montenegro and Serbia, the paper said. In their 12-point
proposal handed to the European Commission in late
January, the EU countries also want to allow ministers of
Balkan governments to participate in top EU meetings in
areas including the environment, health, transport and for-
eign policy.

That would go beyond the ad-hoc meetings and minis-
terial breakfasts that the EU offers its closest non-member
partners. “These are cost-free measures that would have a
tremendous political impact and would be instrumental in
improving the EU’s image in the region,” the proposal said,
also urging EU government officials to visit the Balkans

more regularly. Ending mobile telephone roaming charges
for the 18-million strong Balkan population should also be
considered, they said.

Challenges
The six countries - all bar Albania emerging from the

breakup of Yugoslavia - have long been considered future
members. But amid concerns in Western capitals over the
costs of another wave of eastern enlargement and over the
slow progress of the region’s political, judicial and eco-
nomic reforms, many citizens in the Balkans are wondering
if they will ever join. Only a slim majority of Serbs would
vote for EU membership in a referendum, a January poll by
Serbia’s ministry of European integration showed, down
from 73 percent in 2009.

Reforming the region throws up formidable challenges.
For example, Serbia does not recognize the independence
of Kosovo, its former province. Some EU states have also
refused to recognize Kosovo, including Spain, which is try-
ing to contain its own separatists in Catalonia. Germany,
the biggest provider of EU funds to candidate countries, is
cautious about throwing open the door to the six coun-
tries, saying organized crime and corruption are
entrenched and the rule of law needs to be assured first.

German diplomats say they are wary of repeating
mistakes made in 2007 with Romania and Bulgaria,
which many EU officials believe were allowed to join the
bloc before they were ready and are still dogged by cor-
ruption and a weak judiciary. However Bulgaria now
holds the EU’s rotating six-month presidency until June
30 and is keen to champion the membership drive of its
Western Balkan neighbors by holding a special Balkan
summit in Sofia in May. And despite its own decision to
leave the EU, Britain also backs the group’s aspirations
to join the bloc and will host another top-level Balkan
gathering in July. —Reuters
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Germany parties 
make final push 
for coalition deal
BERLIN: Negotiators for German Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s conservatives and the centre-left Social
Democrats (SPD) reconvened yesterday to hammer out
compromises on healthcare and labor policy, the stum-
bling blocks in the way of another “grand coalition”. The
parties missed a self-imposed Sunday deadline to clinch
a deal on renewing the coalition that has governed
Europe’s largest economy since 2013. But both sides cit-
ed progress and said the remaining differences did not
appear insurmountable. “It’s going to work out,” the
SPD’s Andrea Nahles said on arrival for yesterday’s
negotiations at her party headquarters.  Another SPD
negotiator, Karl Lauterbach, put the chances of the par-
ties striking a deal yesterday at 50-50.

The Rheinische Post newspaper, citing an internal
SPD schedule, reported that Merkel, the leader of her
Bavarian allies Horst Seehofer and SPD chief Martin
Schulz wanted to present a final coalition agreement
today. But Alexander Dobrindt of the Bavarian Christian
Social Union (CSU) said: “The hurdles are still big.” In a
sign of progress, the parties concluded their talks on
Europe with an agreement to invest more in the euro
zone and end austerity, Schulz said.

“Today we have completed the consultations in the
field of Europe,” he said on social media, adding that the
agreement included “more investment, an investment
budget for the euro zone and an end of forced austeri-
ty!” The parties further agreed to seek fairer corporate
taxation in Europe, including for Internet giants like
Google, Apple, Facebook and Amazon. Schulz made no
specific mention in his message, however, of any plans
for the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) to become
a European Monetary Fund, as was envisaged in a coali-
tion blueprint agreed on Jan. 12 after exploratory talks.

Some conservatives fear that rushing ahead with
European integration would create too much of a burden

for German taxpayers. The SPD made reform of the
European Union a priority in campaigning for last
September’s federal election, pledging in its manifesto to
work for “a better and fairer Europe”. The message
failed to resonate with voters, however, and the SPD
slumped to its worst post-war election result. Now, the
party is trying to extract concessions on domestic policy
that could win over sceptics among its 443,000 mem-
bers, who get the final say on whether to move ahead
with another tie-up with the conservatives.

Investor concerns
Merkel’s failure to cobble together a new government

more than four months after the election has raised con-
cerns among investors and partner countries at a time
when Europe is facing multiple challenges - including
the need for euro zone reform and Britain’s looming
departure from the EU.  Germany could face a new elec-
tion or an unprecedented minority government if SPD

members reject a coal it ion deal . EU Budget
Commissioner Guenther Oettinger told the Rheinische
Post the parties should finalize a coalition deal as soon
as possible for the sake of pending EU decisions on asy-
lum, banking and budget matters. 

The parties agreed on Sunday to invest more than 2
billion euros in social housing by 2021, to spend up to
12 billion euros on expanding broadband and to chan-
nel 33 billion euros to municipalities for investments,
including in childcare. Agreements were also reached
on migration, energy and agriculture in recent days.
The SPD regards advances on labor rules and health-
care as crucial to winning over left-wing members and
other sceptics.

Conservatives have thus far rejected a push by the
SPD to ban short-term employment contracts imposed
by employers without justification. But they have offered
to prevent the repeated renewal of such short-term
employment contracts as a compromise. —Reuters

BRUSSELS: European Commission President Jean-Claude
Juncker (right) welcomes Croat member of Bosnia’s tripartite
presidency Dragan Covic upon his arrival at the European
Commission in Brussels. —AFP 

BERLIN: Julia Kloeckner (2nd right), politician of the conservative Christian Democratic Union (CDU) party, arrives at the SPD
headquarters as talks between the top German parties on forming a new government spilled into overtime yesterday. —AFP

LONDON: British student Lauri Love, (right) who is accused of hacking into US government websites, poses with his
girlfriend Sylvia Mann outside the Royal Courts of Justice in central London yesterday. —AFP 


