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News in brief

Army helicopter crashes
TOKYO: A Japanese army Apache attack helicopter
crashed in western Japan yesterday, killing one of two
people on board and sparking a fire in a residential
area near a school and a nursery, according to media
reports. The crash comes amid heightened scrutiny of
military flights following a series of emergency land-
ings and parts falling from aircraft operated by the US
Marines on the southern island of Okinawa. The
Ground Self Defense Force helicopter, built by Boeing
Co, came down in Saga prefecture during training,
Minister of Defense Itsunori Onodera said in com-
ments aired by public broadcaster NHK. The second
person on the helicopter was found in “cardio-pul-
monary arrest,” according to NHK. Live images aired
by NHK showed firefighters dousing a house as smoke
billowed from its roof and windows. —AFP 

‘Showbiz pastor’ case
SINGAPORE: Singapore will amend a law that
allowed a megachurch pastor to escape a harsher
prison term for fraud despite funneling millions in
church funds into his wife’s music career, a senior offi-
cial said Monday, following a public backlash. In a
case that fascinated Singapore with a heady mix of
religion, showbiz and fraud, Kong Hee and five other
church leaders were convicted in 2015 of spending
Sg$24 million ($19.8 million) from a church building
fund to promote his wife Ho’s pop career. But, in a
country which prides itself on its tough stance on cor-
ruption, a High Court ruling that cut their sentences
last year on a technicality-upheld by an appeals court
last week-triggered widespread anger including per-
sonal insults against the judges.—AFP  

Boko Haram kills 2
MAIDUGURI: Boko Haram fighters stormed a village in
northeast Nigeria and murdered two civilians, a local resi-
dent and a security source said yesterday, as the military
again maintained the jihadists had been defeated. The
attack happened on Sunday evening at Alau-Kofa village,
some 12 km from Maiduguri, the capital of unrest-hit Borno
state. “Boko Haram came to our village last night at about
8:00 pm (1900 GMT) firing guns and RPGs (rocket-pro-
pelled grenades),” Bulama Bukar, who lives in Alau-Kofa, told
AFP. “Two people were burnt alive and the whole village was
burnt, along with our food.” Bukar, whose father was shot in
the leg during the attack, said the jihadists “specifically came
to steal our cattle” but were forced to abandon the herds
when soldiers arrived. “Last Wednesday they attacked the
village, killed three people and took away 50 cattle. And now
they came back,” he added. A security source in Maiduguri,
who asked not to be identified as he was not authorized to
speak to the media, confirmed Bukar’s account. —AFP

Chinese man shot 
KARACHI: Unidentified gunmen yesterday fired multi-
ple shots at two Chinese nationals and injured one of
them critically in a targeted attack in a upmarket area
of Pakistan’s southern city of Karachi, police said. The
two Chinese were in their car in the Zamzama district
when the attackers in another car opened fire on their
vehicle. One of the Chinese suffered two bullet
wounds to his head and the other was shot in the leg,
senior police officer Azad Khan said. “Apparently it
seems to be a targeted attack,” Khan added. Police
collected nine bullet casings. A Pakistani passer-by
suffered minor injuries. A hospital official said the
Chinese who was hit in the head was very seriously
hurt. “We are trying our best to save his life but his
condition is highly critical,” doctor Seemi Jamali, the
head of the government hospital where he was
brought said. —AFP

The perfect storm: China blizzard 
exposes flaws in rail, coal policies 

Heavy storm in central, south China snarls coal trains
BEIJING: China’s worst blizzard this winter exposed a flaw in
Beijing’s drive to create remote coal mining hubs as it tries to
streamline heavy industries and clear the air in populated
regions: a lack of railroads to get the fuel to market. Heavy snow
storms snarled the world’s largest rail network this week, closing
highways, freezing ports and cutting off critical supplies of ther-
mal coal. The bottlenecks added to a month-long coal price rally
and prompted four top utilities to warn of potential heating and
electricity shortages ahead of the upcoming Lunar New Year.

By Friday, rare heavy snow in south and central regions had
eased, but railways were
still clogged. State railway
operator China Railway
Corp has imposed more
emergency measures to
increase coal deliveries to
southern power producers
running low on stock. Rail
experts and executives at
utilities warn chaotic
episodes like this may
become more frequent over
coming years until new
freight lines are built.
“China’s railway capacity is
seriously inadequate, even though it has invested lots of money
each year to build new lines,” said Zhao Jian, professor at
Beijing Jiaotong University. Adding further strain to the system,
the government last year required thousands of factories to use
rail to ship cargo rather than roads, the nation’s favorite mode
of transportation.

Aside from rail capacity, the issue can also be traced back
to central government policy that has closed small mines and
reduced output in the south, limiting availability of regional
spot supplies that could normally pick up the slack. By creating
mining hubs in more remote northern and western regions, the
fuel has further to travel to get to the coal-fired power plants
that produce most of the nation’s electricity. A source at one of
the country’s top utilities Huaneng reckons imports will play an
even bigger role in supplementing his supplies. “The shifting of

the coal hub from east to the west will add potential risks to
transportation since we will see coal travelling a longer dis-
tance,” he said.

Breakneck expansion
Over the past decade, China has ploughed trillions of dollars

into expanding its high-speed passenger rail network, but
spending growth is starting to slow. China Rail’s investment tar-
get this year is the lowest since 2013, and mostly on high-speed
passenger tracks. The somewhat neglected freight network

cannot handle the extra
capacity. The nation’s first
north-south special coal line
- the Inner Mongolia to
Jiangxi Railway designed to
carry 200 million tons of car-
go and stretching 2,000 km -
won’t be ready until at least
2019. Existing freight tracks
also don’t service the regions
in dire need of fuel. The
nation’s four major tracks
with capacity to carry 1.2 bil-
lion tons each year of freight
run west from the coal hin-

terlands to east coast ports, where fuel is shipped south for
delivery inland by truck or barge along the Yangtze River.

Shoring up    
With coal stranded at mines, the authorities have rushed to

shore up supplies of fuel. In the second round of emergency
measures, China Railway last week ordered almost 20 regional
hubs from Hohot in Inner Mongolia to Kunming in Yunnan in
the south to ramp up loadings. Until Feb 10, some 46,000 cars
of coal a day must be delivered to ensure supplies reach Hunan,
Hubei, Shandong and Jiangxi and power plants in other regions
that are running low of fuel, it said in a fax reviewed by Reuters.
That equates to about 3 million tons of coal, almost 60 percent
of China’s average daily needs for its coal-fired power sector,
according to Reuters calculations. China Rail had already made

coal a priority and restricted shipments of grain and fertilizer
south. China Railway and the National Railway Bureau did not
respond to requests for comment.

Well-intentioned but flawed
Restrictions on mining are part of efforts to clear the pollu-

tion that blankets the north during winters and move heavy
industry away from populated urban areas. The provinces

pleading for help after a rare dump of snow were in the south
and central regions of Jiangsu, Hunan, and Sichuan. Those
provinces have cut coal output the most in percentage terms in
recent years, while Inner Mongolia, Shanxi, Shaanxi and
Xinjiang have ramped up supplies. Those four-top producing
regions accounted for 72 percent of the total coal output in
2017, compared with just over half in 2008, according to data
from China’s coal transportation association. —Reuters

Beijing has been 
moving mining

to more 
remote hubs

South Africa’s 
ANC to discuss 
Zuma’s future 
JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s ruling African National
Congress (ANC) met yesterday to discuss President Jacob
Zuma’s future amid growing pressure on the 75-year-old
leader to step down as head of state over corruption allega-
tions and a weakened economy. Zuma, in power since 2009,
has been deserted by prominent allies since being replaced
in December as ANC leader by Cyril Ramaphosa, South
Africa’s deputy president, who is now lobbying behind the
scenes for him to step down as president too.

But overnight talks with top ANC officials failed to per-
suade him to quit, and a group of Zuma loyalists said they
would march yesterday on the party’s headquarters in
downtown Johannesburg, Luthuli House, in support of the
president. ANC officials said the party had summoned its
National Working Committee (NWC) to meet at 1200
GMT at Luthuli House.

The NWC handles the day-to-day running of the ANC,
which has run South Africa since the end of white minority
rule in 1994. It would need to call a meeting of the National
Executive Committee to force Zuma to quit. Asked about
the ongoing talks surrounding Zuma, ANC spokeswoman
Khusela Diko said: “There is no crisis within the ANC, we
are used to robust discussions.” The ANC’s top six most
powerful officials met Zuma late on Sunday at his official res-
idence in Pretoria but there was no announcement of the
outcome. After the pro-Zuma group Black First Land First
announced its march yesterday, a pro-Ramaphosa faction of
the ANC said it would “defend” Luthuli House, raising the
prospect of clashes between different camps within the par-
ty. The ANC said it respected the right of citizens to protest
in a disciplined and peaceful manner. “We trust those who
protest today will do so in a manner that does not undermine
the genuineness ... of their cause,” it said in a statement.

State of nation address
The rand, which has tended to strengthen on signs that

Zuma could step down before his second term as presi-
dent ends next year, was slightly firmer yesterday.
Opposition parties and some in the ANC want Zuma to go
before his state of the nation address to parliament, sched-
uled for Thursday. 

Zuma has not said in public whether he will step
down voluntarily. But he faces a new confidence-vote in
parliament against his leadership on Feb. 22 filed by the
opposition far-left Economic Freedom Fighters party
(EFF). The EFF has asked the speaker of parliament,

Baleka Mbete, to allow a secret ballot for the no-confi-
dence vote, a decision which would increase the chances
of Zuma losing  the vote. 

Unlike in August when Zuma survived a no-confidence
vote, a significant portion of the ANC now wants him
gone. If he lost the vote, his entire cabinet would have to
step down. Zuma will meet Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini
at 1200 GMT yesterday at the king’s residence in Ulundi in
the Kwa-Zulu Natal province, said Prince Thulani Zulu, a
spokesman for the Zulu royal household. —Reuters

JOHANNESBURG: ANC supporters are held back by the South African Police Service outside Luthuli
House, after supporters of the Black First Land First (BLF) movement handed a memorandum to the
ANC secretary general in support of the South African president yesterday.— AFP 

Nightfall in 
Philippine slum
revives specter of
deaths in drugs war 
MANILA: As night falls in Manila, the
Philippine capital, few of the 700 families
living in the sprawling portside shanty town
known as Market 3 dare to venture out of
their homes. The crime-ridden maze of
sheet metal, crumbling cement and wooden
boards has become a frontline of the
bloody war on illegal drugs that has defined
Rodrigo Duterte’s presidency since it was
unleashed in June 2016. Dozens of Filipinos
who lived along the slum’s narrow dirt-floor
alleys have wound up dead. The community
lives in fear of masked or mystery men
dragging away slum dwellers, or police and
their notorious “Tokhang” operations,
where officers are required to knock on
doors of suspected dealers to urge them to
surrender. But those visits have been fatal.

“Many people have left. They leave
because of Tokhang,” said Nenita Bravo, a
56-year-old Market 3 resident. “We can’t
really count them anymore,” she said,
referring to those killed, adding that she
had witnessed many killings in the area.
“We can’t really count them because
there’s been so many.” Bullet-ridden
corpses are found hours or even days later,

often just a few minutes away, although
police say there have been no il legal
killings in their anti-drug campaign.

Yet the frequent police operations and
shadowy murders have hit the slum hard
and those who live there say more blood
has been spilled since he was elected pres-
ident on the promise to wipe out drugs and
crime in six months. “Since Duterte came,
that’s when there was a rise in killings. It
was pitiful, especially so for the many
women killed,” said Visitacion Castellano,
73, a long-time resident of Market 3. “They
should have given them years. Put them in
jail. But not kill.” In Spanish colonial times,
Navotas, as the area was known before the
patchwork of shanty communities
emerged, was the home of a middle class
that lived off the sea, either as owners of
fishing boats or shipbuilders.

Now employment is in short supply,
with men jumping from one informal job to
the next, such as scavenging or unloading
fish from returning trawlers. Although life is
hard, people get by, but there is never
enough. Scarcity fuels desperation and the
desperate turn to petty crime, or dealing
and using drugs, mostly “shabu”, the
methamphetamine Duterte says could
destroy a generation of Filipinos. One 28-
year-old man who spoke to Reuters was
among those who sold and used shabu.
During one of the deadliest chapters of the
drugs war in August 2016, he said his part-
ner and mother of his five children was
murdered, her body found riddled with
bullet wounds in the head and chest.

Desperate times
The former drug user, who refused to

give his name for fear of reprisals, then fled
Market 3 and says many of his friends did
the same, or are now dead. He even tried,
unsuccessfully, to take his own life, he said,
by hanging himself with his belt. 

The man is in poor health, skinny and
coughing frequently due to tuberculosis.
Nuns now take care of his youngest chil-
dren. Too weak to work, he spends his
days at  the port  wait ing to beg for

scraps of fish from returning boats. His
dream, he says, is to regain strength so
he can work, and build a home for him-
self and his children in the Market 3
shanty town where they can live, free of
drugs and the fear of police raids. “My
only concern now is for my four kids to
have a di f ferent  l i fe ,”  he said . One
woman in the community told Reuters
that four of her seven children are in
prison, three on drugs charges and one
accused of murder. —Reuters

MANILA: Nanette Castillo grieves next to the body of her son Aldrin, an alleged
drug user killed by unidentified assailants in Manila. —AFP 

BEIJING: A man and a woman dance at Ditan Park in Beijing. The Lunar New Year falls on February 16
this year, with celebrations in China scheduled to last for a week. —AFP 


