
PYEONGCHANG:  Fifteen Russians whose life bans for
doping were lifted last week have been barred from the
Pyeongchang Winter Games, the International Olympic
Committee said yesterday, as Russia’s drugs conspiracy
continued to reverberate just days from the opening
ceremony.

The decision was taken after a special panel “unani-
mously recommended that the IOC not extend an invi-
tation to the Olympic Winter Games Pyeongchang 2018
to the 15 individuals”, a statement said. “The OAR IG
(Olympic Athlete from Russia Implementation Group)
confirmed that no additional invitations will be extend-
ed to these 15 individuals,” the IOC said.

The 15 were among a group of 28 Russians who
had been banned for life
from the Olympics for dop-
ing, but whose suspensions
were overturned at  the
Court of  Arbitrat ion for
Sport on Thursday. They
included 13 athletes and
two ex-athletes now work-
ing as support staff.  The
other members of the 28
have either retired or are
unavailable for undisclosed
reasons.

The IOC has barred
Russia from the Pyeongchang Olympics, which open
on Friday, over a widespread doping conspiracy. But
169 Russians who have passed strict anti-doping pro-
tocols will compete under a neutral flag.

The announcement comes after the body’s president,
Thomas Bach, slammed the CAS decision and called for
reforms to the independent sports tribunal. Bach kept

up his attack yesterday, when he told reporters: “This
CAS decision is extremely disappointing and needs a
very careful review. We will clearly review it. If we can
appeal it we will appeal it.”

The World Anti-Doping Agency has also expressed
“serious concern” over the decision by CAS, which said
it had insufficient evidence to leave the bans in place.
And Canadian luge athlete Sam Edney, who was
robbed of a 2014 Olympic medal when the bans were
overturned, called the uncertainty “a nightmare for
clean athletes”.

‘TRACES OF PROHIBITED SUBSTANCES’ 
Australia’s John Coates, president of the court’s

governing body, said the tri-
bunal would “thoroughly
examine” the concerns raised
by Bach and would issue
details of the decisions as
soon as possible. “Athletes
are entitled to have confi-
dence in judicial processes at
all levels, more particularly
before the CAS,” Coates said
in a statement.

The IOC’s Invitation
Review Panel, which looked
into the cases of the

Russians, said it had “additional information” including
data from a leaked database which showed “traces of
prohibited substances (and) evidence of steroid profile
manipulation”.

“The panel agreed that the decision of the CAS had
not lifted the suspicion of doping or given the panel
sufficient confidence to recommend to the OAR IG that

those 13 athletes could be considered as clean,” the
IOC said. It is the second successive Olympics where
the IOC has been embroiled in problems involving
Russian doping, after accusations of systemic drug
cheating blew up just before Rio 2016. Russia topped
the medals table when it hosted the Sochi 2014 Winter
Olympics. But it later emerged that dirty samples
involving its athletes were switched using a “mouse-

hole” in the anti-doping laboratory’s wall.
At Rio, the IOC stopped short of banning Russia and

instead left the decision on their participation up to
individual sports federations, creating some confusion
in the build-up to the Games. Bach also heavily criti-
cised WADA at the time and called for its reform, com-
plaining about the timing of the anti-doping body’s
report into Russia’s drugs conspiracy. — AFP
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GANGNEUNG: International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach speaks during the opening ceremony of the
132nd IOC Session prior to the Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympic Games yesterday in Gangneung. — AFP
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Flags welcome
await North
Korea’s Olympic
cheer squad
INJE:  Tight security awaits North Korea’s
230 cheerleaders who will make this exclusive
South Korean mountain resort their home-
from-home from tomorrow during the
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics.

Flags of welcome are already flying here
for the North Korean cheerleaders — mostly
elite, attractive females in their 20s-who will
arrive in a convoy of buses after crossing the
world’s most heavily fortified border earlier
in the day. 

The cheer squads are leading a North
Korean charm offensive in the South follow-
ing a diplomatic thaw between the two bitter
rivals triggered by the nuclear-armed
North’s agreement to take part in the Games.
North Korea’s ceremonial head of state Kim
Yong-Nam will attend the opening ceremo-
ny on Friday.

Surrounded by mountains in the sparsely
populated town of Inje, the Inje Speedium
hotel, near to a 3.9 kilometre auto racing
track, is seen as an ideal spot for enforcing
tight security while at the same time main-
taining close surveillance on the large group
of Northerners.

Aging low-rise apartments and army bases
dot the rural town where a dozen South
Korean flags wave in the breeze against the
chilly winter weather in the remote spot
around 120 kilometers from the Olympic sta-
dium in Pyeongchang.  Only a short drive out
of the town, the hotel and luxury resort
opened only five years ago, with a bright
orange mock-up racing car showcased in the
modern lobby.

Banners saying “We welcome the North’s
cheerleaders” flutter on the roads near the
resort town. But the hotel stands empty-all
guests had checked out as of Monday and the
hotel is accepting no other reservations for its

252 rooms until the end of the Olympics, a
staff member at the front desk told AFP.  

In one of the rooms where the North
Koreans will be staying, a flat-screen televi-
sion offered a list of cable channels including
US news network CNN.  Foreign news out-
lets are strictly banned in the North and the
hotel said it is still making adjustments ahead
of the arrival of its special guests.  “There
have been some requests (from the North) for
security but everything is being handled by
the government,” Kim Tae-Eun told AFP.
Everything outside the rooms, Kim said,
including its arcade station in the basement
blaring “Surfin’ USA” and where games can
be used for roughly $1 per go, will be left
unchanged for the guests to enjoy.

MUSICAL TUNNEL 
The near two-hour commute from the

hotel to the Olympic venues will offer the
North Koreans a glimpse of the landscape
of one of the world’s most technologically
advanced countries. A tunnel that stretches
11 kilometres through the mountains fea-

tures a high-tech sound and light show to
entertain travelers.  The tunnel, which con-
nects Inje with neighbouring Yangyang
country, is a hallmark of southern technolo-
gy, serenading drivers and providing a mul-
ti-color light show.

On the ceiling of the tunnel are LED pro-
jections of daisies, the sky, or the sandy
beach-depending on the time of the day-with
“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” playing in the
background.

Residents of Inje say they are worried the
heavy police presence will disrupt their busi-
ness but are welcoming the northern visitors.
“It’s great that Inje is contributing to the
peacemaking between the North and South,”
said Hwang In-Soo, who owns a cafe about
five minutes away from the resort.

The roads will be closed down for security
purposes, which will hamper business, added
his wife Kim Ge-Suk. But she smiled at the
unlikely possibility of serving lattes and cap-
pucinos to the visitors and said: “It would be
nice if North Korean ladies came to our cafe,”
Kim said. — AFP

INJE: South Korean flags are displayed before apartment buildings in the village of Girin-myeon,
where a delegation of North Korean cheerleaders attending the 2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympic
Games are due to commute past during their stay at the nearby Inje Speedium resort. —AFP

PYEONGCHANG: As American sport
reels from a horrifying sexual abuse
scandal, athletes competing in this
month’s Pyeongchang Olympics will
have access to trauma units for the first
time in Games history.

The Winter Olympics open in South
Korea on Friday after long-time USA
Gymnastics team doctor Larry Nassar
was sentenced to up to 175 years in
prison for molesting young athletes in
a case that sparked universal shock
and anger.

Four counselling centres have been
set up by local organisers to offer
medical and psychological care to ath-
letes subjected to harassment or abuse.
Legal advice will also be on hand to
help victims file a police report,
according to Games officials.

“We have to protect our athletes
and help them avoid and manage any
situation,” said International Olympic
Committee (IOC) safeguarding officer
Susan Greinig. “It’s important to raise
awareness. If you learn about some-
thing you feel more in control,” said
the IOC medical officer, who said
national sports federations also recog-
nise more work needs to be done to
tackle sexual abuse.

“Our focus is to help the athletes,”
added Greinig. “We lose talented ath-
letes and it’s completely a disaster if
people don’t come forward.  “When we
started this work it was very much a
taboo subject, but the NOC’s (National
Olympic committees) have recognised
the destruction it brings to sport.”

Greinig took up her role as safe-
guarding officer at the 2016 Rio
Olympics, when the IOC first created

the post, and recommended future
local organisers establish their own
framework for dealing with sexual
harassment.

‘SILVER LINING’ 
American luge slider Summer

Britcher applauded the decision to set
up support units at the Games, credit-
ing the more than 150 victims who
gave testimony against the disgraced
Nassar. “Everything that happened
with the gymnastics team is really hor-
rible,” she told AFP.

“But I think maybe it’s a bit of a sil-
ver lining that those women having the
strength and bravery to come forward
has resulted in having these avenues
available for women in the future.” IOC
President Thomas Bach said he was
“saddened” by the Nassar case and
called for answers on why the system
had failed athletes. But when asked
how Nassar could have been allowed
to attend multiple Olympics, he denied
the IOC was to blame.

“I think this is first of all a question
you have to ask to the USOC (United
States Olympic Committee),” insisted
Bach. “The IOC is not nominating the
members of the US Olympic team. This
is the prerogative of the national
Olympic committee.”

Olympic host South Korea, a
socially conservative country where
victims fear public shame, has made
significant strides in dealing with sex-
ual abuse as the global “MeToo”
movement continues to expose sexual
abuse following the bombshell allega-
tions against Hollywood mogul Harvey
Weinstein. — AFP

Pyeongchang
Olympics brings ‘real
hope’ to divided
Koreas: Bach
GANGNEUNG: Olympics chief Thomas Bach yes-
terday said the Pyeongchang Winter Games brought
“real hope” to the divided Korean peninsula and
conceded there was no “Plan B” even when nuclear
tensions put them under threat.

Bach was speaking four days ahead of the open-
ing of the Games, which received a major boost
when isolated North Korea ended months of belli-
cose posturing by agreeing to send a contingent of

athletes.  “The Olympic Winter Games Pyeongchang
2018 have allowed another new beginning on the
Korean peninsula,” Bach told delegates at the open-
ing ceremony for this week’s International Olympic
Committee (IOC) session.  “They have opened the
door for a peaceful dialogue between the Republic
of Korea (South) and the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (North).  “The Olympic spirit has
brought two sides together that for too long were
divided by mistrust and animosity. 

“The Olympic spirit has brought real hope for a
brighter future for everyone on the Korean peninsu-
la.” Bach said it had been a “long and difficult jour-
ney” to organise an Olympics in Korea, whose two
sides are divided by a heavily fortified border-just
30 miles (50 kilometres) from the Games site-and
remain technically at war.

Officials from France, Germany and Austria all
expressed concerns about sending athletes as ten-
sions spiralled last year, when North Korea fired a
series of missile tests and exchanged threats of war

with the United States.  But Bach said: “In all the
conversations we had, the Olympic Winter Games
Pyeongchang 2018 were never put in doubt. On the
contrary, we could always feel support.”

“Despite the sometimes worrying political cir-
cumstances, we were always standing at the side of
our Korean hosts and never talked of a Plan B,” he
added.

‘IMPOSSIBLE DREAM’ 
South Korean President Moon Jae-In has long

argued for engagement to bring the North to the
negotiating table over its nuclear ambitions.  But not
all of his countrymen agree and there is a public per-
ception that Moon’s administration made too many
concessions to the North to secure its participation
at the Olympics. 

Chiming with Bach, Moon said: “Something truly
wonderful is taking place in the divided and war-
torn nation... throughout the world the message of
peace is echoing.”

“One or two months ago, many countries were
concerned with the safety of the Pyeongchang
Olympic Games. North Korea’s participating in the
Games and a unified team under the banner of peace
seemed like an impossible dream then,” he added.

North Korea is sending 22 athletes to
Pyeongchang, along with a large number of officials
and an all-female cheer squad.  A unified Korean
women’s ice hockey team, whose squad includes 12
players from the North, on Sunday made its debut
ahead of the Games, losing 3-1 to Sweden in a prac-
tice match.

The team has proved polarising in South Korea,
where it has been blamed for a sudden drop in
Moon’s approval ratings.

While enthusiastic supporters cheered on the
jo int  team, protesters  chant ing “Pyongyang
Olympics!” also gathered outside, stamping on a
picture of North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un
and ripping up the blue-and-white Korean unifi-
cation flag. — AFP

Sex abuse trauma centres set
up for Olympic athletes


