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CHARLOTTE: Former USA Gymnastics
doctor Larry Nassar was sentenced to an
additional 40 to 125 years in prison in a
Michigan courtroom yesterday for sexually
abusing young female gymnasts, following
an earlier sentence of up to 175 years last
month.

The case against Nassar has sparked
various investigations into why the US
Olympic Committee, the sport’s governing
body USA Gymnastics, and Michigan State
University, where he also worked, failed to
investigate complaints about him going
back years. High-level officials at USA
Gymnastics and Michigan State have
resigned in recent weeks as outrage over
the scandal intensified.

Nassar, who is also serving a 60-year
federal sen-
tence for
child pornog-
raphy con-
v i c t i o n s ,
p l e a d e d
guilty to two
sets of
molestat ion
charges in
M i c h i g a n ’s
Ingham and
Eaton coun-
ties and had
to be sentenced in each case.

As Eaton County Circuit Judge Janice
Cunningham delivered Nassar’s sentence
yesterday, several victims in the courtroom
cried. Rachael Denhollander, the first

woman to make her allegations of abuse
public, smiled broadly and squeezed her
husband’s hand.

After Nassar was led out in handcuffs, a
parade of victims lined up to hug and thank
Denhollander, who in her own victim state-
ment had repeatedly asked, “How much is a
little girl worth?” “I got my answer,” she
told Reuters immediately after the sentenc-
ing. “It’s worth the fullest extent of punish-
ment justice can provide. That’s what just
happened here.”

As with last month’s proceeding in
Ingham County, yesterday’s sentencing fol-
lowed days of testimony from scores of
Nassar’s victims, who offered emotionally
wrenching accounts of his abuse mas-
querading as medical treatment, sometimes

with their
own parents
present in
the exam
room.

All told,
the two sen-
tencing hear-
ings saw
more than
200 victim
impact state-
ments, and
prosecutors

have said there are approximately 265
known victims in total. Nassar offered a
brief apology to his victims yesterday, say-
ing, “The visions of your testimonies will
forever be present in my thoughts.”

But the judge, Janice Cunningham, said
Nassar had again suggested in a pre-sen-
tencing interview with authorities that he
had not done anything wrong, even after he

was sentenced in Ingham County.
“I am not convinced that you truly

understand that what you did was wrong,
and the devastating impact that you have

had on the victims, their families and
friends,” Cunningham told an expression-
less Nassar. “Clearly you are in denial. You
don’t get it.” — Reuters
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ABK to send 
2 lucky Visa
cardholders 
to 2018 FIFA
WCup
KUWAIT: As the most awaited sport-
ing event in the world, 2018 FIFA
World Cup, approaches, Al Ahli Bank
of Kuwait (ABK)is collaborating with
Visa, the world’s leader in digital pay-
ments, to reward two lucky ABK Visa
cardholders with all-inclusive pack-
ages to attend the semi-final match in
Russia through its newest spend-and-
win campaign.  

The campaign will start from 1st of
February 2018 and will last till 31st
March 2018. In order to be eligible to
win, participants must hold one of
ABK’s Visa cards: ABK Visa credit
card, ABK Visa prepaid card and ABK

Visa debit card, which has been
issued before 1st of February 2018. In
addition, ABK Visa cardholders are
required to spend a minimum of KD
100 to qualify for the draw. For every
KD 10 spent locally, participants will
get 1 draw point while every KD 10
spent overseas will grant them 3 draw
points. The more points the customer
accumulates, the higher the chances
of winning.

Commenting on the campaign,
ABK said they were delighted to offer
loyal customers an exclusive opportu-
nity to attend the most popular sport-
ing event in the world that only hap-
pens every four years. With four Arab
countries participating in the 2018
FIFA World Cup, the event is all the
more special. 

Winners of the campaign will be
announced on 11th April 2018, and will
be entitled to one package respec-
tively. Each package will include two
Emirates flight tickets, accommoda-
tion for two for the duration of 4
nights/5 days, in addition to 2 FIFA
World Cup semi-final game tickets
and one ABK Visa Prepaid card
loaded with $450. 
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Ex-USA Gymnastics doctor gets up to 
125 more years in prison for abuse

WASHINGTON: File photo shows former champion gymnasts Dominique Moceanu, Jeanette Antolin, Jamie Dantzscher and Mattie Larson pose for
photographs with supporters following a news conference about new legislation to protect athletes in the Russell Senate Office Building on
Capitol Hill January 30, 2018 in Washington. —AFP
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Russian teens in 
Olympic figure 
skating showdown
PYEONGCHANG:  A Russian teenage girl
who remained nameless for the first year of
her life could become a household name at
the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang. Alina
Zagitova has lutzed and axeled her way into
contention for Olympic women’s figure skat-
ing gold after a breathtaking debut season on
the senior circuit.

Born on May 18, 2002 in the Western Urals
she went the first year of her life unnamed,
until her parents settled on Alina, after cele-
brated Russian gymnast Alina Kabaeva. The
15-year-old Russian travels to South Korea as
European champion, a title she earned at the
expense of two-time world and European
champion Evgenia Medvedeva.

“I could hear kids shouting and people
shouting ‘Go on Alina’”, she said after claim-
ing the continental crown at the Megasport
Palace rink in Moscow last month.

Returning after time off to recover from a
broken foot, Medvedeva was narrowly
eclipsed by her training partner, close friend,
and now deadly Olympic rival. The injury had
sidelined her for the Grand Prix Finals in
Japan, and the Russian national champi-
onships, opening the way for Zagitova to step
in and claim both titles.

Pyeongchang promises to serve up an
electric rematch between the two pals.
Zagitova burst onto the scene in 2016-2017,
being crowned world junior champion and
becoming the first junior to break the 200
point barrier.  Turning senior she remains
unbeaten this season with wins in China and
France, the Grand Prix finals, the Russian
national championships, and the Europeans,
where she produced a personal best of
238.24 points to shade Medvedeva by less

than seven points.
Dancing to Black Swan in her short pro-

gram and Don Quixote in her free dance, she
is unusual in that she backloads her routine
with all her jumps executed in the second half,
to earn extra points.

Both Zagitova and Medvedeva are among
a group of Russians competing as neutrals at
the 2018 Games with Russia serving a coun-
try ban for state-sponsored doping.

PLOTTING REVENGE 
“At the Olympics we will be competing

under the white flag, but we are still ‘Athletes
from Russia’. In our souls, we know,” she said
after succeeding Medvedeva as European
champion.

Ominously for her rivals she added: “I
think there is still room for improvement for
me.” For Medvedeva, any disappointment at
taking silver was dissipated by proving her
fitness ahead of her Games’ debut. The
Muscovite said: “My main victory is that I am
standing here (after the injury). “For all ath-
letes, but for me too, their performances
improve from competition to competition. The
bigger the break in competing, the worse it is.

“There are a lot of people that made it
possible for me to get back on to the ice and I
think I realised that it is the treasure of my life
to be able to go out and skate. It was not ide-
al, but first of all, I want to say thank you for
the support. The support of the fans gives me
strength.”

She left Moscow’s Megasport Palace rink
plotting her revenge on Zagitova.  “Of course,
I am not completely satisfied. There were
many moments where I need to do better. I
understand that very well so now I need to
work.” Like her three-year younger compa-
triot, Medvedeva’s’ shot at Olympic glory
comes against the backdrop of systematic
Russian doping at the Sochi Games in 2014.

And Medvedeva deployed the agility and
dexterity she is famed for on ice when deliv-
ering an emotional and eloquent plea before
the IOC asking that Russia escape an
Olympic ban. With a ban subsequently
imposed but with 169 ‘clean’ Russian athletes
cleared to compete, she commented: “Like
everybody else I don’t know much about
what is happening, but I am really glad we
have the chance to represent our country at
the Olympic Games.” —AFP

Froome to start 
season in Spain 
under doping
cloud
LONDON: Chris Froome said yesterday he is
“confident” of progress in a probe into his
adverse doping test as the British rider pre-
pares for his first race of the season at this
month’s Ruta del Sol.

Froome will be part of Team Sky’s line-up
for the five-day stage race in Andalusia, south-
ern Spain, which runs from February 14 to 18.
Froome and his Team Sky revealed in
December that the 32-year-old had tested for
elevated levels of the asthma medication salbu-
tamol during the Vuelta a Espana, which he
won for the first time in September.

Although salbutamol is permitted in certain
doses, the four-time Tour de France winner
gave a urine reading of twice the allowed limit.
However, as the medication can be taken legal-

ly, Froome was not suspended by cycling’s gov-
erning body the UCI but merely asked to
explain the elevated reading.

Team Sky said in December they were pro-
viding information to the UCI over the matter
and confirmed in a statement on Monday that
the process was ongoing. “I’m confident that
we will be able to get to the bottom of what has
happened and I’m working hard with the team
to do that,” Froome said in the statement on the
team’s website. “Obviously I understand that
this situation has created a lot of uncertainty. I
completely get why there has been so much
interest and speculation. “I hope that people
will appreciate there are limits to what I can
say whilst the process is still ongoing but no
one is keener than me to move things forward
as quickly as possible.”

Team principal Dave Brailsford said: “We all
recognise that these are difficult circumstances
but it’s important for all sides that this process
is conducted fairly before a final conclusion is
reached. “It is a complex situation but we’re
working as hard as we can with Chris to
resolve things as soon as possible.”

RUTA WIN 
Froome, who will line up in Spain after

spending the early part of the year training in

South Africa, last raced the Ruta del Sol in
2015, when he took overall victory and picked
up a stage win along the way. “I have put in a
hard training block in January,” said Froome.
“It’s been good to be out on my bike and to get
the miles under my belt.

“It’s been a couple of years now since I was
last at Ruta del Sol. It’s a race I’ve enjoyed in
the past and so I’m looking forward to going
back there.” Last week the British rider strong-
ly denied a newspaper report that he is seeking
to negotiate a short ban rather than fight to
prove his innocence over the adverse test.

UCI chief David Lappartient said earlier this
month that Froome should be suspended over
the adverse test and some of the rider’s main
rivals have hit out at cycling authorities for fail-
ing to ban him. In 2016 the Russian hacking
group Fancy Bears revealed that British rider
and former Tour de France winner Bradley
Wiggins had received three therapeutic use
exemptions (TUEs) during his career at crucial
moments-before the Tour in 2011 and 2012 and
the Giro d’Italia in 2013.

Wiggins said he needed to take the corti-
costeroid triamcinolone to treat allergies but
some ex-cyclists have spoken out against that,
saying it would have given him a significant
performance boost. —AFP

London to 
host new 
WCup event
LONDON: London will host a new
World Cup event this summer featuring
eight top nations including the United
States and Jamaica, British Athletics
announced yesterday.  Britain, the United
States, Poland, China, Germany, France,
Jamaica and South Africa will compete
at the London Stadium on July 14-15.
The tournament follows last year’s world
athletics championships in the British
capital, which also hosted the Olympics
in 2012.  The competition format will fea-
ture all field events and track events up
to and including the 1500m, with just
one man and one woman from each
nation in each event.

Each nation will be competing for a
$2 million prize pot over two evening

sessions of athletics under the lights. “It’s
great to see such an exciting head-to-
head event confirmed to be taking place
in London this summer-the concept is
one that will excite everyone in athletics
and is sure to attract new fans to the
sport,” said Olympic and world 400m
champion Wayde van Niekerk.
Sebastian Coe, president of athletics’
world governing body the IAAF, hailed
the “innovative” event.

“We have eight lanes, eight top
nations, eight teams and a host of world-
class athletes lining up in each event to
win the trophy and prize pot.  This will be
a fast-paced and exhilarating experience
for athletes and fans.” UK Athletics chief
executive Niels de Vos told AFP he was
confident the event would capture the
attention of the sporting world, even
though it clashes with the World Cup final
in Russia and the Wimbledon finals.
“When you have a new concept in sport,
actually what better time to do it than
when everyone’s talking about the foot-
ball World Cup,” he asked.  — AFP

Alina Zagitova


