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Al Horford’s buzzer beater 
carries Celtics past Blazers

LOS ANGELES: Al Horford rattled in a fadeaway
jumper as the buzzer sounded to lift the Boston Celtics
to a 97-96 NBA win over the Portland Trail Blazers on
Sunday. “It’s a shot I work on a lot and it felt good
when it left my hands,” Horford said.

Horford, Semi Ojeleye and Jayson Tatum scored
consecutive three-pointers late in the fourth quarter as
the Celtics took the lead with an 11-0 scoring run after
trailing 85-79. Horford said teammate Jaylen Brown
was supposed to take the last shot but he was covered.

“That shot epitomizes the
work he puts in,” Brown said.
“He embraces those oppor-
tunities and steps up to the
challenge.” Horford finished
with 22 points and 10
rebounds for Boston, who
won their fourth game in a
row. Tatum had 17 points and
Brown scored 16 for the
Celtics in front of a crowd of
18,600 at the Boston Garden
arena.  Terry Rozier, starting
in place of injured guard
Kyrie Irving, had 11 points on five-of-18 shooting.

Damian Lillard scored the final eight points for the
Blazers, including a three-point play with seven sec-
onds left to give them the lead 96-95.  Lillard finished
with 21 points shooting six-of-19 from the field. C.J. 

McCollum led the Blazers with 22 points. “They exe-
cuted well down the stretch, made some tough shots,”
McCollum said. “Credit them for battling back and then
down the stretch they seemed to match every basket.”

Celtics coach Brad Stevens said they were going to
celebrate the win by watching the New England
Patriots battle the Philadelphia Eagles in Super Bowl 52.

“Wanted to end the game so we could go watch the
Super Bowl,” Stevens said.  Elsewhere, the Milwaukee
Bucks breezed past the Brooklyn Nets 109-94 despite
missing star Giannis Antetokounmpo who left the game
in the final quarter with a sore right ankle.

Eric Bledsoe scored 28 points, John Henson had 19
points and 18 rebounds for the Bucks who stretched
their winning streak over the Nets to 10 games.

ANTETOKOUNMPO SCARE 
Milwaukee led by as many

as 28 points at one stage and
were in control when
Antetokounmpo twisted his
ankle and headed to the
bench. He finished with 16
points. Antetokounmpo said
the injury was not a serious
one and he wanted to come
back in the game but the
coaching staff wouldn’t allow
it.  “I knew that if the game
was close I would definitely
be back in,” the All-Star for-

ward said.
Khris Middleton also had 16 points for the Bucks,

who improved to 6-1 since firing coach Jason Kidd.
DeMarre Carroll and Caris LeVert each scored 15 for
the Nets, who lost for the sixth time in seven games.

In Toronto, Delon Wright had 15 points off the bench
as the Toronto Raptors beat the Memphis Grizzlies 101-
86. The Raptors have won five straight at home against
the Grizzlies. Toronto improved to a league-best 21-4
on home court this season and 7-3 in its past 10 games.

Grizzlies started their NBA life out as the expansion
Vancouver Grizzlies where they played for six seasons.

In 2001 they moved to Memphis, leaving the Raptors as
the lone Canadian team in the league.  Marc Gasol
scored 20 points and Andrew Harrison had 16 for the
Grizzlies, who have lost six straight on the road.

In Oklahoma City, Russell Westbrook scored 36

points but the mistake-prone Oklahoma City Thunder
couldn’t overcome some untimely turnovers in a 108-
104 loss to the Los Angeles Lakers.

The Thunder have now lost four straight after going
on an eight-game win streak in January. — AFP
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CASABLANCA: Ayoub el Kaabi scored his ninth
goal of the 2018 African Nations Championship
(CHAN) as Morocco became the first hosts to tri-
umph by thrashing 10-man Nigeria 4-0 Sunday in a
Casablanca downpour. With Nigeria in disarray and
the final long over as a contest, the previously little
known striker completed his record-extending goal
haul by firing into the net from close range.

Zakaria Hadraf put the home team ahead at
Stade Mohammed V on the stroke of half-time and
added the match-clinching third goal midway
through the second half. In between the first goals
of the tournament for Hadraf, fellow midfielder
Mohamed el Karti netted soon after Nigerian
attacker Eneji Moses was red-carded following a
second caution.

Before the biennial tournament kicked off last
month, Achraf Bencharki from 2017 CAF Champions
League winners Wydad Casablanca was the centre
of attention.  His five goals were instrumental in the
success of Wydad and he was expected to spear-
head the Moroccan CHAN challenge.  But
Bencharki was a shock absentee from the line-up
for the tournament opener while lone striker El
Kaabi bagged a brace in a 4-0 mauling of
Mauritania.

He followed up with a hat-trick-only the third in
the history of the tournament-against Guinea, put
one past Namibia and scored twice in the semi-final
victory over Libya. His nine goals comfortably sur-
passed the previous record of five from Zambian
Given Singuluma in the first CHAN finals nine years
ago.  El Kaabi helped Racing Casablanca win pro-
motion to the Moroccan top flight last season, then
joined Renaissance Berkane, a relatively successful
but low-profile elite division outfit.

After his CHAN exploits, national coach Herve
Renard is likely to give the 24-year-old a chance
as Morocco prepare to face Iran, Portugal and
Spain at the 2018 World Cup in Russia. The
destruction of Nigeria created a record winning
margin for a CHAN final, bettering the three-goal
victories of Tunisia and the Democratic Republic
of Congo.—AFP
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BOSTON: Damian Lillard #0 of the Portland Trail Blazers passes the ball against the Boston Celtics on Sunday
at the TD Garden in Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait local wheelchair handicapped bas-
ketball tournament will come to a conclusion today
with two matches, one to decide third and fourth place,
then the final match.

Kuwait Handicapped Sports Club Secretary General
Abdallah Al-Azmi said, the tournament achieved the
goal behind holding it within Kuwait’s celebrations of
the National and Liberation days and the 12th anniver-
sary of HH the Amir’s ascension of power.

The second day matches saw the Lakers beat the
Olympic 63-48, Aboudka beat Tahreer 49-47, so the
Lakers topped the table, heading for the final match.

Lakers beat 
Olympic to
top the table

ROME: England coach Eddie Jones forecast fans were
in for a treat following the “wonderful rugby” played
on the opening weekend of this season’s Six Nations.
Jones’s men launched their bid for an unprecedented
third successive outright title by rounding off the first
round of fixtures with a 46-15 win away to Italy in
Rome on Sunday.

A crowd of more than 61,000 spectators at the
Stadio Olimpico saw England run in seven tries, with
an emboldened Italy scoring two of their own before
fading away late on. The fixture capped a weekend
where Wales hammered Scotland 34-7 in Cardiff, while
Ireland needed a last-ditch drop goal from Johnny
Sexton to see off France 15-13 in Paris. It all promised
a truly competitive tournament, in marked contrast to
last year’s Rugby Championship where world champi-
ons New Zealand were yet again the overwhelmingly
dominant side in the southern hemisphere equivalent of
the Six Nations.

“I thought if you look at the three games in the

championship so far, what wonderful rugby,” said
Jones.  “You had Wales and Scotland throwing the ball
from side-to-side, you had Ireland and France in an
old-fashioned arm wrestle.  “You saw today (Sunday)
that there was a bit of an arm wrestle and then it
opened up at the end.

“We feel honoured to be part of the tournament and
the tournament is only going to get better,” added the
Australian after overseeing his 23rd victory in 24 Tests
in charge of England.

“We go next week (against Wales) at Twickenham,
there will be 82,00 people, they’ll be absolutely
pumped and we’ll be pumped to play in front of them.”
The speedy Watson gave England an early 10-0 lead
with two unconverted tries and Jones, perhaps mindful
he was in Italy, said: “He got the Maserati out of the
car park today.”

‘TWENTY20 SIMMONDS’ 
Simmonds might not have even been on the bench

had both Billy Vunipola and Nathan Hughes been fit,
but the Exeter back-row did not look out of place in
what was just his fourth Test. “Sam’s a good young lad
with a great set of skills,” said Jones.  “If he was a
cricketer he’d be playing Twenty20,” the avid cricket
fan added.

“He’s a bit different-he’s fast and runs good lines.”
Reflecting on England’s overall performance, Jones
said: “Our scrum and line-out was absolutely first-

class. I don’t think we’ve scrummed as well as that in
the time I’ve been in charge of England.

“We were completely dominant and that’s English
rugby. When the game broke up at the end we were
able to score tries... It wasn’t the perfect game but
very, very positive.” The one downside for England
was the sight of Ben Youngs being taken off on a med-
ical cart just 10 minutes into the game after crying out
in pain when his knee buckled during a tackle.

“Ben will have an examination tomorrow (Monday)
so we’ll know more after that,” said Jones. “He’s unlike-
ly to be available for the Wales game.” As for who
would join Danny Care, who came off the bench in
Rome, as a scrum-half in England’s squad for Wales, a
playful Jones, indicating a preference for a ‘kicking’ No
9, said: “They’re on the Batphone mate.” Sunday’s
result meant Italy, who’ve now lost all 24 of their Tests
against England, had gone 1,072 days since they last
enjoyed a win over any opponent in the Six Nations.

“I’m proud and angry,” said Italy coach Conor
O’Shea, the former Ireland fullback, after a match
where Azzurri skipper Sergio Parisse suffered a rib
injury. “Proud because we saw a team with a lot of
potential for the future. But I’m annoyed because we
caused them a lot of problems with the ball but the
defeat is another statistic.” Italy next face O’Shea’s
compatriots in Dublin and he admitted: “It’s a long,
hard road ahead for us and we will have to be more
disciplined against Ireland.” — AFP
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) participated in
the 7th Kuwait International Arabian Horse Festival 2018
held at Bait al-Arab Arabian Horse Center in Kuwait
under the auspices of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. This comes as part
of the bank’s continuing efforts to support the major
events and international forums held in Kuwait.
Representing His Highness the Amir at the closing cere-
mony was the Minister of Amiri Diwan Sheikh Ali Jarrah
Al-Sabah.

The festival started with the national anthem and
presentation of the participating horses. Sheikh Ali
Jarrah Al-Sabah distributed prizes to the winners of the
championship. The festival attracts huge number of visi-
tors locally and globally.

KFH was praised in recognition of its main sponsor-
ship and keenness to participate in the national events
as part of its social responsibility. KFH representatives participating in honouring one of the winners. 
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