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Singer Justin Timberlake performs during the halftime show of Super Bowl LII at US Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on Sunday. — AFP photos

Justin Timberlake danced his way through a club-
inspired Super Bowl halftime show Sunday as he paid
tribute to Prince in the late singer’s hometown with a

towering yet tasteful projection. After fevered specula-
tion on whether or how Timberlake would salute the icon
as the Super Bowl came to Minneapolis, the pop star
obliged midway through his performance. “Minneapolis,
this is for you,” Timberlake told the crowd as he sat down
to a piano, the field bathed in purple light. As Timberlake
slowed down the tempo for a soulful cover of “I Would
Die 4 U,” footage of “Purple Rain”-era Prince shot up
toward the roof of the new US Bank Stadium in a smoky
haze, closing with a silhouette of The Purple One with his
guitar.

But Prince, who died in April 2016 of an accidental
overdose, did not “perform” in a hologram-as some fans
had feared-and the segment, while memorable, amounted
to a fleeting moment of the up-tempo show. There was
also no naked “wardrobe malfunction” of the type that
marred Timberlake’s last appearance 14 years ago, when
he joined Janet Jackson at the Super Bowl-by far the
most watched US television event of the year. While
many Super Bowl performers go heavy on pyrotechnics,
Timberlake instead showed off his dancing skills, opening
the show in a nightclub-like maze of lasers as he sang his
recent single “Filthy.” Timberlake then strutted into the
stadium with his mic in hand, leading a squad of dancers-
and matching them step for step-as he sang a medley of
his best-known songs including “SexyBack.” He rose to
center stage and sang “Suit and Tie” with back-up from
the appropriately attired University of Minnesota march-

ing band, who moved to the music with their instruments
doubling as props.

How to honor Prince? 
Timberlake has described Prince as a “huge influence”

on him, but his Super Bowl tribute had generated contro-
versy even before it happened. The celebrity gossip site
TMZ earlier said that Timberlake was considering a
Prince hologram, horrifying many fans. Sheila E., one of
Prince’s closest collaborators, said late Saturday that she
had spoken to Timberlake who voiced “heartfelt words of
respect” for The Purple One-and assured no hologram.
Prince had a famously complicated relationship with
technology, with the artist among the first stars to
embrace the possibilities of online music but eventually

becoming disgruntled over the internet’s cultural effects.
In a 1998 interview with Guitar World, Prince said he

would never want to “perform” with a dead artist such as
Duke Ellington through digital effects, calling such lack of
artistic control for a late musician “the most demonic
thing imaginable.” In Timberlake’s last Super Bowl
appearance in 2004, he entered as the surprise guest of
headliner Jackson and swiped his hand across her chest-
exposing one of her breasts. A scandalized TV-watching
nation saw Jackson’s nipple-well, covered with a metal
nipple shield-and broadcaster CBS was fined $550,000
for indecency. Jackson took to social media ahead of the
latest Super Bowl to make clear she was not coming back
for a do-over. — AFP
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It wasn’t exactly the best kept
secret but Kylie Jenner still man-
aged to break the internet on

Sunday when she finally confirmed
she had given birth to a baby girl
with her beau, rapper Travis Scott.
The announcement had been pre-
dicted for weeks in the celebrity
pages partly because the 20-year-
old reality TV star had embarked on
such a prolonged and uncharacter-
istic media blackout for a member
of the wildly popular Kardashian
clan. “My pregnancy was one I
chose not to do in front of the
world,” she wrote in a post on
Instagram announcing her daugh-
ter’s birth, which quickly racked up
8.3 million likes. “I knew my baby
would feel every stress and every
emotion. So I chose to do it this way
for my little life, and our happiness,”
she added.

The announcement was followed
up with a carefully choreographed
social media blitz typical of a family
who have turned the broadcasting
of their lives and the endorsing of
products-into a hugely lucrative
industry. Jenner published an 11-
minute video on YouTube docu-
menting her pregnancy, complete
with tearful ultrasounds, plenty of
pregnant selfies and cameos from
her Kardashian sisters, that notched
up more than 17 million views with-
in the first 12 hours.

The Instagram post announcing
the pregnancy quickly became the
tenth most liked post of all time on
the social media platform.  Celebrity
babies feature prominently in
Instagram’s most popular posts.
The current leader is a post from
November by footballer Cristiano
Ronaldo announcing the birth of his
fourth child which has 11.3 million
likes. Entries by pop superstar
Beyonce and Jenner’s half-sister
Khloe Kardashian announcing
births or pregnancies are also all in
the top ten list of the website’s most
liked posts.  In her post Jenner said
she and Scott had yet to name the
baby girl who was born in Los
Angeles on February 1. — AFP

Appeals by “Sex and the City”
actress Kim Cattrall for help
in finding her missing brother

ended in sadness on Sunday when
she announced his death. “It is with
great sadness that myself and my
family announce the unexpected
passing of our son and brother, Chris
Cattrall,” she said in a tweet, less than
24 hours after publicly appealing for
help in finding him. “At this time we
ask for privacy. We want to thank
you all on social media for your out-
pouring of love and support in this
trying time,” she said without speci-
fying the cause of death.

Her younger sibling disappeared
from his home in Canada’s Alberta
province for five days. “MISSING!
This is my brother Christopher
Cattrall or Chris as we call him,” she
wrote in an Instagram post that
accompanied a picture of the 55-
year-old, sporting a short haircut, a
slight smile, and a black sports-style
jersey. She added that he had not
been seen since January 30, and that
he left his keys, cell phone, and wallet
on the table of his home in the town
of Lacombe, while the front door was
unlocked. “This is not like Chris. He...
would never leave his unlocked home
without those items nor his seven
beloved dogs,” she wrote.

“Chris is 55 years old, six feet tall
(1.83 meters), 200 pounds (90 kilo-
grams), blue eyes, short brown hair,
goatee, average build and usually
wearing a waist length hooded win-
ter coat with black gloves, blue
jeans and calf high black winter
boots,” she added. The Royal
Canadian Mounted Police had also
issued an alert on Sunday. CBC tele-
vision cited the police as saying
Chris Cattrall’s death was not con-
sidered suspicious. — AFP

Canadian director Xavier
Dolan announced he had cut
American actress Jessica

Chastain’s character from upcoming
drama “The Death and Life of John
F. Donovan.” In Instagram posts
shared on Sunday evening, Dolan
said he had to rework the first cut
of the film, which lasted over four
hours. “What you need to hear
from me is that Jessica Chastain’s
character, after what was a long
period of reflection, had to be cut
from the film,” he said, adding that
the decision was “editorial” and not
reflective of Chastain’s performance
in the drama.

Instead, Dolan explained,
Chastain’s “villain” character “did
not feel like it belonged to the rest

of the story.” “I am disappointed
that we didn’t get to reveal the
exciting things we crafted together
on this one adventure,” he said,
adding he wanted fans to hear the
news from him. However, Montreal
native Dolan added he is “beyond
happy” with the film and “eager” to
share it with fans-but did not give a
release date. “The Death and Life
of John F. Donovan,” which docu-
ments a young actor’s reflections
on correspondence he shared with
an American TV star as a child, is
Dolan’s most ambitious work yet-
and his first English-language film,
with stars including Kit Harington
and Susan Sarandon. — AFP
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In this file photo British-Canadian actress
Kim Cattrall poses on the red carpet as
she attends the 60th London Evening
Standard Theatre Awards. — AFP 
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