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A woman walks past an art work installation of a large wooden skull at Gyeongpo beach in Gangneung. The 2018 Winter Olympic Games in South Korea will take place from February 9 to 25. — AFP

Lebanon’s national museum on Friday unveiled five
ancient sculptures, including a Phoenician bull’s head
returned by the United States, that were looted during

the civil war. The life-size 4th century BC white marble
bull’s head, the star artefact among the works that were all
looted in 1981, had been loaned to New York’s
Metropolitan Museum of Art (Met). The five pieces were
discovered on the Phoenician site of Eshmun, near the
southern port city of Sidon, during excavations carried out
in the 1960s and 1970s. “We are committed, as much as we
can, to repatriating pieces stolen during the war,”
Lebanese Culture Minister Ghattas Khoury said during a
ceremony at the National Museum of Beirut.

Lebanon’s civil war lasted 15 years from 1975 to 1990.
The five statues were stolen from a storeroom in Byblos
and later surfaced “on the international antiquity market”,
the culture ministry said in a statement. They were repatri-
ated over the past two months. The bull’s head had been

exhibited at the Met and was spotted as part of a drive by
Manhattan district attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. The official has
made it a priority to track stolen artwork and the repatria-
tion of the Lebanese sculptures capped months of cooper-
ation between Beirut and the US authorities. The repatriat-
ed works unveiled on Friday also included a 6th century BC
marble statue that had ended up in the same private collec-
tion as the bull’s head. The other pieces were a 4th century
BC statue that had been in the possession of a private New
York collector, a 5th century BC marble torso that turned
up in Germany and a statue of a young boy which customs
seized at the northern port of Tripoli. — AFPA picture shows a Phoenician sculpture of a

young boy wearing a long shirt dating back to
the 5th century BC, part of a collection of
repatriated artefacts on display during a cere-
mony at Beirut National Museum in the
Lebanese capital. — AFP photos

Pictures show repatriated marble sculptures dating back to 4th to 6th centuries on display during a ceremony at Beirut National Museum in the Lebanese capital.

A picture shows a sculpture of a bull’s head
dating back to the 4th century BC, part of a

collection of repatriated artefacts on dis-
play during a ceremony at Beirut National

Museum in the Lebanese capital.

Leonardo boosts
Christie’s sales 
to record high

Sales at Christie’s hit a record high last year of £5.1
billion (5.8 billion euros, $7.3 billion) boosted by
blockbuster sales including Leonardo da Vinci’s

“Salvator Mundi”, the auction house said on Friday. The
Britain-based auction powerhouse was responsible for
sales of seven of 10 top works of art sold globally in 2017
including the Leonardo, which was bought for $450.3
million. “2017 has been a year to remember for Christie’s
both for its record growth and some unforgettable
moments,” said Guillaume Cerutti, Christie’s chief execu-
tive officer. At New York’s November Impressionist and

Modern evening sale, six auction world records were
made, with Vincent Van Gogh’s “Laboureur dans un
champ” fetching $81.3 million and Fernand Leger’s
“Contraste de formes” making $70 million.

Auction sales led the growth in 2017 with a 38 percent
increase totalling £4.6 billion while sales of art online, via
Christie’s live platform and online absentee bidding,
reached £165.6 million. New clients at Christie’s provided
a significant boost to the auction house, accounting for 31
percent of all buyers with online sales remaining their
preferred point of entry. “In 2018 we will focus on contin-

uing to expand our global client base and improving
services to our customers, especially online,” said Cerutti.

Globally, European and Middle Eastern buyers led
client spending, accounting for 37 percent while buying
in the Asia region increased 39 percent to represent 31
percent of global spend. Christies.com received 12 million
unique visitors, with those visiting the website and app
coming from over 190 countries. —  AFP

Lebanon museum unveils artefacts

looted during civil war

US Ambassador to Lebanon Elizabeth Richards (center) inspects repatriated
marble sculptures dating back to 4th to 6th centuries on display during a cere-
mony at Beirut National Museum.


