
By Ahmad Jabr

KUWAIT: The global oil market can absorb
increased production resulting from the
expected upturn of shale oil exports in the
near future, Kuwait’s Oil Minister Bakheet Al-
Rashidi said in a press conference with OPEC
Secretary General Mohammad Barkindo yes-
terday. A recent Reuters report suggested that
the United States is set to increase its oil out-
put to more than 10 million barrels per day this
year as a result of surging oil production, and
up to 11 million barrels a day by late 2019, a
level that would rival Russia, the world’s top

producer. The report also said US energy
exports now compete with Middle East oil for
buyers in Asia.

But Rashidi believes that demand is still too
high to suggest that more US exports could
hurt OPEC members’ share of the market. “We
expect an increase in global demand in 2018
by 1.5-1.6 million barrels  a day, which exceeds
our expectations,” he said. “Therefore, I
believe that the increased demand can allow
the market to absorb all production, either
from conventional or unconventional sources
such as shale oil.”

Barkindo is visiting Kuwait to discuss
preparations for the next Joint Ministerial
Monitoring Committee (JMMC) meeting to be
held in Muscat in March. “The meeting will
focus on reviewing the technical committee for
the agreement, in addition to reviewing the
market situation,” Rashidi said. And while indi-
cating that prices will not be on the meeting’s
agenda, explaining that all members are com-

mitted to the agreement until the end of 2018,
the minister noted that they have agreed to
“review the situation by June”.

OPEC and Non-OPEC members agreed
during a meeting in Vienna in Dec 10, 2016 to
limit oil output in reaction to a drop in oil
prices at the time. In November, oil ministers
from OPEC and non-OPEC member nations
agreed to extend output cuts for the duration
of 2018. The agreement has helped oil prices
recover to nearly $70 per barrel today, but
JMMC members say that their main focus is
establishing stability in the market rather than
setting a specific price rate for oil.

This policy helps protect the global oil mar-
ket from being drastically affected by political
factors; which affect prices more than they do
production, Rashidi explained. “The market
now is stable enough to accommodate any
issues that do not have a major impact on sup-
ply and demand,” he said. 
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Amir, Trump discuss ties, key
issues, regional developments

Qatar sheikh ‘detained’ in UAE flies to Kuwait
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received a call yesterday from US
President Donald Trump. In the phone conversation,
they discussed distinguished relations between both
friendly countries, issues of mutual interest and the lat-
est regional developments. The US president wished HH
the Amir well-being and Kuwait and its people more
development and welfare under the Amir’s wise leader-
ship. The Amir appreciated the US president’s contact,
which reflects historically close relations between both
friendly countries, wishing him good health and the US
and its people everlasting progress and prosperity.

Separately, a controversial member of Qatar’s royal
family who accused the United Arab Emirates of
detaining him has flown to Kuwait, his family said
Tuesday. Sheikh Abdullah bin Ali Al-Thani, who
emerged as a key figure in the dispute between Gulf
states in the weeks after Riyadh and Abu Dhabi cut ties
with Doha last June, left the UAE with his daughters.
Kuwait is one of the Gulf states to remain outside the
conflict and has acted as a mediator during the eight-
month long dispute.  

“My father is on his plane to Kuwait with his two
daughters,” said his son Ali bin Abdullah Al-Thani. “After

arriving in Kuwait and checking his health, he will decide
to return to Qatar or travel abroad for treatment.” Sheikh
Ali added that his father’s health was “not stable” and he
was suffering from heart disease and diabetes. 

Sheikh Abdullah, seen by some as a potential chal-
lenger to the Qatari leadership, had posted a video
online on Sunday saying he was detained in the UAE
and “afraid something could happen to me that will be
blamed on Qatar”. The UAE denied Sheikh Abdullah
was being held against his will, with state news agency
WAM reporting he was in the country “at his own
behest”. It also said he was “free to leave”.

In August, Sheikh Abdullah met powerful Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to mediate on
reopening a land border to allow Qatari pilgrims to
perform the annual Muslim pilgrimage to Makkah. It
was the first public high-level encounter between the
two nations since the diplomatic crisis erupted. The
spat over Sheikh Abdullah was the latest row in the
ongoing political crisis between rival Gulf states. Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Egypt and Bahrain severed ties with
Qatar on June 5 over allegations it supported Islamist
extremists and had close ties to regional rival Iran.
Doha denies the accusations.  — Agencies 

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday welcomed
spectators from the Gulf region and
beyond to its inaugural aviation spectacle.
The first Kuwait Aviation Show is being
held from Jan 17-20, 2018 at Kuwait
International Airport with the participation
of 150 international aviation companies.

Sheikh Salman Al-Homoud Al-Sabah,
Head of the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), noted the aviation show
has great participation of GCC and inter-
national companies. “The aviation industry
in Kuwait has witnessed great progress
with mega projects to develop the infra-
structure, especially since the airport is the
face of Kuwait. We have adopted global
safety and security standards to provide
the best services in the aviation sector,” he
pointed out.

Strategic projects are ongoing at
Kuwait International Airport. “These proj-

ects will improve the operational sector
and improve the services provided for
passengers in the next phase. Currently,
the new terminal (T2) is under construc-
tion and will serve 25 million passengers
annually. It will be launched in 2022. We
are also working on a supporting terminal
(T4) that will be ready by the middle of
this year with a capacity of 4.5 million pas-
sengers per year. Furthermore, we are
working on two new runways in addition
to building a control tower equipped with
the latest technology,” Sheikh Salman said.

The staff of DGCA have made great
efforts that resulted in record achieve-
ments in safety standards. “The
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) evaluated Kuwait International
Airport with a high rating of 78.18 percent,
which is a high rating in regional and inter-
national standards,” he emphasized.

British Ambassador to Kuwait Michael
Davenport stated that this event is an
international show and has great participa-
tion with a strong British interest from
both the government and private compa-
nies. “Big and small British companies are
participating in this event with many tech-
nological products including training, IT
and electronic security. The UK is strong
in the aviation sector and even small
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Inaugural air
show gets off 
to flying start

KUWAIT: Smoke in the shape of a heart is seen in the sky above a Qatar Airways plane during the Kuwait aviation show
yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: A decision by the Indian govern-
ment to issue passports in two colors - blue
and orange - and leave the address page of
the document blank has created a lot of con-
sternation among Indian expats in Kuwait.
According to new rules, Indians who require
emigration clearance (ECR) - those who
have not passed 10th grade - at airports, will
now carry orange passports, while those
who do not need emigration clearance
(ECNR), will carry the blue ones. The gov-
ernment has also decided to keep the last

page of the passport blank in accordance
with the recommendations of a committee
set up to look into requests by single moth-
ers that the name of the father not be men-
tioned in their child’s passport.

Many expats Kuwait Times spoke to said
this decision will widen the social and eco-
nomic divide in India and lead to discrimina-
tion against poor and illiterate workers.
“This is an ill-conceived idea. If the decision
is implemented, it will render millions of
Indians second-class citizens. An orange
passport will in effect become a license to
harass an Indian migrant worker in a foreign
country,” said Sam Painummoodu, a social
worker, writer and a member of the newly-
constituted Loka Kerala Sabha (LKS).
According to Painummoodu, the decision
will practically divide citizens and as such it
is ‘unconstitutional’.

While the government claims that the new
orange passports are expected to protect vul-
nerable laborers from exploitation abroad, it is
feared that that the orange and blue color cod-

ing will only lead to discrimination against
migrant workers abroad.  Many fear that the
color coding will lead to the treatment of Indian
citizens as ‘equal but separate’. 

India is the world’s largest exporter of
migrant labor. According to estimates, one in
20 migrant workers worldwide are Indian-
born - a number that has rapidly risen over
the past 25 years. Currently, more than
900,000 Indians are residing in Kuwait, of 
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Demand enables 
market to absorb 
rising oil output

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Oil Minister Bakheet Al-Rashidi (left) and OPEC
Secretary General Mohammad Barkindo attend a press conference
yesterday. — KUNA

KASUR, Pakistan: The rape and mur-
ders of a dozen children by a suspect-
ed serial killer have terrified parents in
central Pakistan, and prompted soul-
searching over how the country fails to
protect its most vulnerable. The killing
of six-year-old Zainab Fatima Ameen
became the tipping point last week
when her body was found on a rubbish
heap near her home in the city of
Kasur.  Candlelight vigils were held
across the country and the hashtag
#JusticeForZainab trended on social
media, with celebrities, opposition

politicians and outraged web users
demanding action.

But grief spilled over into anger in
Kasur, a city already infamous for child
abuse after a massive pedophilia ring
was exposed in 2015. Zainab, officials
said, is the 12th child found raped and
murdered in the city within
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