
WASHINGTON: Senator Lindsey Graham (right), R-SC, speaks with Senator Ron Johnson, R-WI, on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. A top Republican senator blasted President Donald Trump’s White House as ‘irrational’ Tuesday,
accusing them of wrecking a bipartisan immigration policy deal in a move that could risks forcing a government shutdown. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Partisan finger-pointing over immigration policy
on Tuesday left the US Congress and the White House stumbling
closer to a possible federal government shutdown by the end of
the week, although Wall Street held out hopes for a deal to pre-
vent that. Republicans who control Congress are expected to try
to push another stopgap funding bill and get it to President
Donald Trump’s desk before tomorrow’s midnight deadline. But
there are perils. Conservatives want a large increase in defense
spending that such a bill would not provide. Many Democrats
might withhold their support unless immigration policy is
addressed. Meanwhile, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
warned that a government funding bill should not be held
“hostage” to the immigration debate. And the White House direc-
tor of legislative affairs, Marc Short, told reporters there was “no
artificial timeline” for a deal on so-called Dreamers and that it
would be “herculean” to get it done by this week.    

The negotiating climate has become increasingly poisonous
after a sudden halt last week in talks toward a deal to shield the
Dreamers - immigrants brought into the country illegally as chil-
dren - from deportation. The Republican president rejected a
bipartisan agreement reached by a group of senators. Divisions
between Republicans and Democrats then deepened amid an
uproar over Trump’s reported use of the word “shithole” when
speaking about African countries last week. Trump has denied
using that word.

Meanwhile, a new fissure among Democrats opened on
Tuesday, as the head of the influential Congressional Hispanic
Caucus expressed her opposition to the bipartisan Senate deal,
although she said she had not seen its text and noted it had some

positive aspects. “In its current form I’m probably a no,”
Representative Michelle Lujan Grisham said in an interview. She
said she will back a narrower bipartisan House of Representatives
bill. The Senate approach, Lujan Grisham said, would reduce the
parents of Dreamers to “second-class citizens” because they
would receive temporary protections and no pathway to citizen-
ship, as well as other prob-
lems. Republican Senator
Lindsay Graham on Tuesday
blamed White House staff for
altering Trump’s positive
view on the Senate bipartisan
agreement on the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) program that pro-
tects the Dreamers. “I will say
I don’t think the president
was well-served by his staff,”
Graham said. House
Republicans were scheduled
to huddle on Tuesday night
to try to figure out how best
to avoid a government shutdown, congressional aides said. If a
temporary “continuing resolution” to keep the government oper-
ating results, it would be the fourth such measure since the 2018
federal fiscal year began on Oct 1, a sign of Washington’s serious
struggles to pass spending legislation. These stopgap measures
have become routine, with 112 of them passed since 1998,
according to the Peter G Peterson Foundation, which advocates

fiscal responsibility. Analyst Ed Mills at financial firm Raymond
James said another short-term extension is expected. “This is
likely to be a week of brinkmanship and the potential of a govern-
ment shutdown is elevated. Should a shutdown occur, we do not
expect much of a market reaction,” Mills noted.

‘Kick the can’
No 2 House Democrat

Steny Hoyer said Democrats
have not decided whether
they will support another
continuing resolution and
“can kick the can down the
road one more time.” The
slim Republican margin of
control in the US Senate
means Trump’s party will
need some Democratic sup-
port to resolve the govern-
ment funding stand-off.
Democrats have said they
want a spending bill that pro-

tects the Dreamer immigrants, mostly Hispanic young adults.
Talks also continued on related issues, including how to fund a

children’s healthcare program and to establish higher spending
caps for the US military and other domestic programs. House
Energy and Commerce Chairman Greg Walden was pushing for a
six-year reauthorization of the Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) to be passed this week, possibly as part of a

stopgap spending bill, a House Republican aide said. 
Trump and Democratic Senator Dick Durbin have traded

accusations over the collapse of the immigration talks. Durbin
intends to introduce the bipartisan agreement as legislation,
spokesman Ben Marter said. But it was not yet clear whether
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell would schedule it for a
floor debate and vote. Trump said in September he was terminat-
ing the DACA program, launched by his Democratic predecessor
Barack Obama, effective in March. Congress has until then to
pass legislation to protect the roughly 700,000 Dreamers from
deportation and give them work permits. 

President Trump said Tuesday that America’s current immi-
gration system weakens national security, as his administration
sought Supreme Court backing to lift protections shielding
700,000 “Dreamer” immigrants from deportation. Days after
Trump sparked an international uproar by reportedly complain-
ing about immigration from “shithole” countries, his administra-
tion sought to refocus the debate by tying a series of current
immigration programs to terror threats.

A new report from the Justice and Homeland Security
Departments said that nearly three-fourths of the 549 interna-
tional terror-related convictions in US courts since the
September 11 attacks in 2001 involved foreign-born individuals,
including 148 granted citizenship after arriving in the United
States. It also said it had blocked many hundreds more potential
terrorists who tried to enter the country both legally and illegally.
Trump tweeted out a link to the report Tuesday evening, in sup-
port of White House efforts to end programs like the green card
lottery and family-based migration. —Agencies

US government shutdown looms
Immigration a threat to national security, Trump warns

UK appoints 
‘minister for 
loneliness’
LONDON: Britain appointed a “minister for loneliness” yester-
day to tackle what Prime Minister Theresa May described as
“the sad reality of modern life” affecting millions of people.
Tracey Crouch, a junior minister for sport and civil society, will
take on the role as part of a broader strategy to combat loneli-
ness in Britain.  “For far too many people, loneliness is the sad
reality of modern life,” May said. “I want to confront this chal-
lenge for our society and for all of us to take action to address
the loneliness endured by the elderly, by carers, by those who
have lost loved ones-people who have no one to talk to or share
their thoughts and experiences with,” the prime minister added.  

More than nine million people say they are always or often
lonely, out of a population of 65.6 million, according to the British
Red Cross.  The charity describes loneliness and isolation as a
“hidden epidemic” affecting people across all ages at various
moments in their life, such as retirement, bereavement or separa-
tion. The ministerial appointment follows a recommendation from
a committee in memory of Jo Cox, a lawmaker for the opposition
Labor party who was murdered by a far-right extremist.

“Jo experienced and witnessed loneliness throughout her life
especially as a new student at Cambridge University and sepa-
rated from her sister Kim for (the) first time,” the Jo Cox
Foundation wrote on Twitter.  “She would be delighted by
Tracey Crouch’s new job as minister for loneliness and would be
saying ‘let’s get to work!’” the Foundation added.  The prime
minister was to host a reception on Wednesday to celebrate the
legacy left by Cox, whose killing just days ahead of the 2016
Brexit referendum shocked the nation. Britain’s loneliness initia-
tive will see a strategy published later this year, with input from
national and local government, public services, the voluntary
sector and businesses. —AFP
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Fake medicines 
flourish in Africa 
despite killing 
thousands
ABIDJAN: There’s nothing covert about Roxy-a huge
market in Abidjan selling counterfeit medicine, the
scourge of Africa and the cause of around 100,000
deaths annually on the world’s poorest continent.
Located in the bustling Adjame quarter of Ivory Coast’s
main city and commercial hub, the haven for fake medi-
cine has been targeted time and again by authorities and
stockpiles burnt. But it resurfaces every time. 

“The police hassle us but they themselves buy these
medicines,” said Mariam, one of the many mainly illiterate
vendors who hawk everything from painkillers and
antibiotics to anti-malaria and anti-retroviral treatments.
“When we are harassed we always come to an arrange-
ment with them to resume our activities,” she said.
Fatima, another hawker, said: “Many people come here
with their prescriptions to buy medicine, even the owners
of private clinics.”

She said there was a “syndicate” controlling the sec-
tor that held regular meetings to fix prices and supply
levels. Fake medicines bring about some 100,000
deaths a year in the continent, according to the World
Health Organization (WHO). The illicit sector has a
turnover of at least 10 percent of the world pharmaceu-
tical business, meaning that it earns tens of billions of
dollars a year, the Switzerland-based World Economic
Forum estimates, adding that the figure has nearly
tripled in five years. “To sell fake medicines, you need a
clientele. The ailing poor are more numerous in Africa
than anywhere in the world,” said Marc Gentilini, an
expert on infectious and tropical diseases and a former
head of the French Red Cross.

Double-edged crime   
Gentilini said some meningitis vaccines sent a few

years ago after an outbreak in arid Niger were fake. The
disease kills thousands every year in the arid west African
nation. The WHO estimates that one out of 10 medicines in
the world is fake but the figure can be as high as seven out
of 10 in certain countries, especially in Africa. The
American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene esti-
mated in 2015 that 122,000 children under five died due to
taking poor-quality antimalarials in sub-Saharan Africa,
which, along with antibiotics as the two most in-demand,
are the medicines most likely to be out-of-date or bad
copies. Interpol in August announced the seizure of 420
tons of counterfeit medicine in West Africa in a massive
operation that involved about 1,000 police, customs and
health officials in seven countries: Benin, Burkina Faso,
Ivory Coast, Mali, Niger, Nigeria and Togo. Geoffroy
Bessaud, the head of anti-counterfeit coordination at
French pharmaceutical giant Sanofi, said fake medicines
the were the biggest illicit business in the world. “This

phenomenon is spreading: its financial attractiveness
draws criminal organizations of all sizes,” he said.

“An investment of $1,000 can bring returns of up to
$500,000 while for the same kind of investment in the
heroin trade or in counterfeit money the amount will be
around $20,000.” Ivorian authorities in May burnt 40
tons of fake medicines in Adjame, the biggest street mar-
ket for fake medicines in West Africa which accounts for
30 percent of medicine sales in Ivory Coast.

Offenders go unpunished    
Offenders remain largely unpunished worldwide and

are mainly targeted for breaching intellectual property
rights instead of being responsible for the deaths of hun-
dreds of thousands of people, the Paris-based
International Institute of Research Against Counterfeit
Medicine says. Experts have called for a global fight
against the scourge. Sanofi said it had in 2016 helped dis-
mantle 27 clandestine laboratories, including 22 in China
and the rest in Indonesia, Ukraine and Poland. —AFP

ABIDJAN: This file photo taken at the cemetery of Abobo district of Abidjan shows fake medicine
bearing Chinese character as people unload boxes of counterfeit drugs from a truck. —AFP


