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Survey points to rising risk of 
war as Trump heads to Davos

Extreme weather seen as top risk for 2018
BERLIN: The risk of political and economic confrontations
between major powers, including outright military con-
flicts, has risen sharply, according to a survey released by
the World Economic Forum (WEF) days before its annual
gathering in Davos. The Global Risks Report highlighted
several top risks for 2018, including environmental threats
from extreme weather
and temperatures, eco-
nomic inequalities and
cyber attacks.

But most remarkable
was the surge in geopo-
litical concerns after a
year of escalating rheto-
ric between US President
Donald Trump and North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un that has arguably
brought the world closer
to a nuclear conflict than
it has been in decades.
Trump is due to give a speech on the closing day of the
WEF, an annual event in the Swiss Alps which runs from
Jan 23-26 and will attract 70 heads of state and govern-
ment, as well as celebrities, CEOs and top bankers.

The survey of nearly 1,000 experts from government,
business, academia and non-governmental organizations
showed 93 percent expect a worsening of political or eco-
nomic confrontations between major powers in 2018,
including 40 percent who believe those risks have
increased significantly. Some 79 percent see a heightened
risk of state-on-state military conflict. In addition to the

threat of a conflict on the Korean peninsula, the report
pointed to the risk of new military confrontations in the
Middle East. It cited a rise in “charismatic strongman poli-
tics” across the world and said political, economic and
environmental risks were being exacerbated by a decline
in support for rules-based multilateralism.

Wrong direction
The report pointed to

Trump’s decisions to with-
draw from the Paris climate
accord and the TPP trade
agreement and his threat
to pull out of a deal
between Western powers
and Iran designed to curb
its nuclear program. “The
risks we are trying to
grapple with here require
multilateral solutions but
we are moving in the other

direction,” said John Drzik, president of global risk and
digital at the consultancy Marsh, which helped compile the
report. While geopolitical worries rose sharply, the envi-
ronment topped the list of concerns, with extreme weather
events seen as the single most prominent risk in 2018 after
a year of unusually frequent Atlantic storms, including
Hurricane Maria, which devastated Puerto Rico.

With global growth recovering, concerns about the
economy were down sharply. Still, the report described
income inequality as a “corrosive problem” in many coun-
tries and warned against complacency over the economic

environment given high debt levels, low savings rates and
inadequate pension provisions. “A widening economic
recovery presents us with an opportunity that we cannot
afford to squander, to tackle the fractures that we have

allowed to weaken the world’s institutions, societies and
environment,” said Klaus Schwab, founder and executive
chairman of the WEF. “We must take seriously the risk of a
global systems breakdown.”—Reuters
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DAVOS: This file photo shows the ski resort of Davos on the eve of the opening day of the World
Economic Forum in Davos. —AFP 

Nepalese farmers 
grow bananas 
to avert floods
KATHMANDU: Nepali farmer Bhoj Raj
Paudel had just left home to visit his parents
when a hill above it collapsed, destroying his
ranch and a paddy field and flooding a swathe
of land downstream. The landslide was 19
years ago, but he remembers it vividly. “I am
happy my family survived but whatever I
owned was gone forever,” the 53-year-old

father of three told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation from Simalpani, a small town on
the foothills of the Himalayas some 200 km
west of Kathmandu.

Simpalpani and neighboring villages -
which sit on a geological faultline - have been
struck by 16 massive landslides over the last
50 years, aid workers said. Rising global tem-
peratures have shrunk Nepal’s glaciers, with
meltwater forming lakes that flood regularly,
causing widespread destruction. But farmers
clearing forests for agriculture are also to
blame, experts say. About 80 percent of
Nepal’s 28 million people rely on agriculture
for their living, many using destructive tradi-
tional slash and burn techniques.

For decades, villagers walked into the
forests and indiscriminately cut trees for
cooking, heating and fodder. “An intervention
was urgently needed to stop this and save
resources vital to the livelihood of the peo-
ple,” said Dhruba Gautam, executive director
of the National Disaster Risk Reduction
Centre Nepal.  Since 2010, the charity has
been teaching 14,000 families in 28 villages
in the Banganga basin, a river of religious
significance for Hindus in Nepal and home to
an important wetland, to change their farm-
ing habits.

Farmers have persuaded each other to
adopt practices that protect forests, soil,
rivers and wetlands, as well as earning a bet-

ter living. Mapping data shows that slash and
burn farming in the area has fallen by 80 per-
cent since the project began, Gautam said. It
won the Solution Search award for innovative
conservation in November, and $30,000 to
scale up the project, which Brett Jenks, pres-
ident of Rare, the US-based charity behind
the prize, said could be “accessible for other
communities”.

Earning more
Women are on the frontline of the cam-

paign to persuade farmers to adopt soil-friend-
ly crops like legumes, bananas and pineapples,
whose roots help control erosion on slopes.
Sita Khanal, a housewife in Thada village, 10
km west of Simalpani, heads a team of a dozen

villagers tasked with persuading their neigh-
bors to abandon their destructive practices and
use forest products without depleting them.
Only unwanted, fallen or overgrown trees are
cleared. “The villagers were initially hesitant to
abandon old approaches but they embraced
the changes,” she said, adding that they earn
more from the new crops.

Locals have also been trained to monitor
rainfall and temperatures, with villagers
upstream warning those downstream of
impending floods by text message. “We have
seen how disasters have gone down since we
changed old farming practices that caused
them,” said Jum Bahadur Magar, 40, a farmer
in Thada. —Reuters


