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GAZA CITY: Palestinians take part in a protest against aid cuts outside the United Nations’ offices
yesterday. — AFP 

Continued from Page 1

companies can provide cutting-edge technologies that
customers need. The companies are looking for partner-
ship with Kuwaiti companies, as we have very close rela-
tions and interests,” he told the Kuwait Times.  

“British exports to Kuwait in 2017 rose by 27 percent
compared to 2016, so overall trade for 2017 was more
than £2.5 billion. There are a lot of investments in both
directions. We are working on direct investment opportu-
nities that now exist in Kuwait,” added Davenport.  

“The British government is supporting some of the
companies that are launching a new technology (GECO)
designed by aviators and used in the UK. It is a very cost-
effective way for the pilots to have all the information they
need electronically available rather than the plans, books
and maps that they used to have. They can reach the
cockpit very quickly by using this portable device. It is
displayed here at the show and visitors can come and see
it,” said Fleur Thomas, Regional Director Africa, Europe,
Middle East, Central and South Asia of the Defense and

Security Organization. 
One of the main participants, Inzpire, is offering various

products and services including GECO. “We have dis-
played the GECO electronic cockpit organizer at the
Kuwait Aviation Show for the first time. It’s an electronic
tablet the size of a small paper bag - it’s in frontline opera-
tional use with British Forces and internationally in over 15
aircraft types, and is used in Jordan and Indonesia. It is
designed by pilots for pilots to enable the air crew to have
all the information immediately at their fingertips,” said Si
Gilbert, Business Development Executive, Inzpire.

“It enables older airplanes to upgrade their cockpits
with digital standards relatively cheaply when compared
to completely ripping out the cockpit for a new digital
cockpit. It’s designed to be used by military forces and
civilian pilots as well, as the principle is the same. It has a
long battery life, and it has a spare battery and high-grade
GPS, and can be custom-designed. It can also link to a
communication system, and can be also used on the
ground or at sea. It’s secure against cyber threats as well,”
Gilbert added. 

The first day of the show was for VIPs, the second day
is for public bodies and companies, and the last two days
are open to the public. The Kuwait Aviation Show includes
various activities and daily aerial displays by the airplanes
of the Kuwait air force, Solo Turk, Saudi Falcons, Extra
Qatar and others. 

Inaugural air
show gets off...
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“Control of production will insure stability of the mar-
ket more than any factor such as relations between
countries.” A stable market also gives producers and
consumers a clear mechanism to adopt their strategies
and projects in the energy field, Rashidi said. “The goal
of this agreement isn’t to increase prices, but the stability
of the oil market - which is a key objective for both pro-
ducers and consumers,” he noted.

Devising an exit strategy for the JMMC members in
the future will not be discussed during Muscat’s meeting,
as they continue to show full commitment to the agree-
ment going forward, according to Rashidi. “This is evi-
dent by the 106 percent total compliance rate showed by
OPEC and non-OPEC members to the agreement in
2017,” Rashidi said, noting that commitment reached 125
percent in December alone. “All indications point out
that JMMC members are committed to the agreement,
which targets stability of the market so that it would be
protected from price fluctuations, while leaving prices to

market factors such as supply and demand.” Asked how
oil prices affect Kuwait’s future projects, Rashidi said
Kuwait has long-term projects that are not affected by
price rates. “Kuwait’s 2020 strategy targets increasing
output to four million barrels a day, and those plans are
still ongoing in light of the current prices,” he indicated.

Separately, Barkindo said that the drop in the size of
investments in oil industry over the last year threatens
future supplies. Barkindo said in a statement to KUNA
that the oil market that has been out of balance since the
autumn of 2014 would gradually return to its equilibrium
in 2018. Barkindo confirmed that 2018 will witness a bal-
anced market that will bring back a reasonable price of
oil which will be fair to both consumers and producers,
as well as reenergizing investments in the industry.

Barkindo hailed the high level of commitment to this
adjustment brought by last November’s agreement to
extend the deal, adding that there is no reason to doubt
that the participating countries will continue with this
level of commitment through 2018. He stressed that the
OPEC agreement to cut production is not related to a
specific price, but aims to achieve a number of objec-
tives, the most important of which is to reach stability in
the global oil market and withdraw surpluses. The OPEC
chief praised the agreement for cementing long-term
cooperation between the two groups to rebalance the
markets in case of any disruption in the future.  

Demand enables 
market to absorb...
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which more than 60 percent are unskilled laborers. 
“We are dismayed by the decision. Whatever may be

the intention behind the move, it will only lead to fur-
ther exploitation of expat laborers. Moreover, all
Indians must be treated as one people,” said B S Pillai,
General Secretary of the Overseas Indian Cultural
Congress, Kuwait. 

Presently, the last page of an Indian passport lists
the names of father/legal guardian, mother, spouse,
address, and whether the holder is in the ‘Emigration
Check Required’ category. With the last page blank,
passports will most likely cease to be proof of valid
address, and under the changed system, those with
ECR status will be issued orange passports.

“It is an unfair decision. For an expatriate, a pass-

port is not just a travel document alone. It is important
that a passport must contain such relevant informa-
tion,” said Sharafuddeen Kanneth, an expat social
worker and a member of the LKS. He also said the
decision to issue blue and orange color passports to
Indians is ‘discriminatory’.

According to the government, unskilled migrants are
required to get clearances from the Indian government
before traveling to a number of countries and the
orange passports for ECR category migrants are
devised to ensure protection for them. 

Anand Kapadia, Vice Chairman of the Indian
Business Council, however, sees no serious problems
emanating out of the government’s decision. “In most
Western countries, the passports do not carry names of
the parents, relatives or spouse. The home address is
also not mentioned in the passport. It works fine
because the biometric system is foolproof and fine,” he
commented. However, Kapadia said it is discriminatory
that the government issues orange passports to the
ECR category of citizens and blue ones for the ECNR
category. He hoped that the decision will not lead to
major inconvenience or chaos.

Indian expats
dismayed over...
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a two-kilometer radius in the last two years. The
discovery of her body sparked riots in Kasur, with
thousands swarming police stations and setting fire to
politicians’ homes, accusing authorities of inaction. At
least two demonstrators were killed after police
opened fire on the crowds.

A spokesman for the government of Punjab
province - where Kasur is located - said the suspect
was likely “a lunatic with psychological disorders”.
“The perpetrator involved in the murder is a serial
killer,” Malik Muhammad Ahmad Khan told AFP. In six
of the cases, investigators have found the same DNA,
Kasur district hospital chief Dr Nazir Ahmed told AFP.
Another doctor said the bodies of the children bore
similar injuries. Dr Fareed Khan said the victims
showed signs of “strangulation, burn marks, scarring
and wrist cuts.” Television stations have repeatedly
broadcast chilling CCTV footage purportedly show-
ing the young girl walking hand-in-hand with an
unidentified male in what may have been her last
moments.

Kasur is notorious for such heinous crimes. In 2015,
officials uncovered a huge pedophilia ring in the city.
At least 280 children were sexually abused on camera
by men who later blackmailed their families, threaten-
ing to leak the footage. Police conspicuously failed to
act despite pleas from parents, only making arrests
after clashes between relatives and authorities

dragged the issue into the spotlight. From January to
June 2017, there were 129 cases recorded in Kasur -
including rape and murder - according to Sahil, an aid
group that works on child protection issues.

Parents interviewed by AFP appeared overwhelmed
once again by their powerlessness. “The district police
chief told us if they can’t arrest the culprit then what
can they do,” said Muhammad Ayub, whose eight-
year-old niece was raped and killed in July last year.
Just one child is believed to have survived an attack.
The six-year-old girl has spent months in intensive
care, paralyzed from the neck down and unable to
speak after being raped, tortured and left for dead at a
garbage dump in November. “Cameras should be
installed in the streets on every turn for protection of
the children... how can mothers accompany their chil-
dren all the time?” asked the survivor’s aunt. 

“How can I be satisfied... we don’t know what’s
happening,” raged Zainab’s father Ameen Ansari at
his home, where he blasted the police for inaction.
“They have not shown any interest at all.” Authorities,
however, remain confident. “I’m pretty sure that with-
in a few days maybe we wil l  present the main
accused,” said district police chief Zahid Nawaz
Marwat. Such assurances are not enough for the peo-
ple of Kasur. “We have been forced to lock our kids
inside our homes,” said resident Ghulam Fareed.

Pakistan criminalized child sexual abuse for the
first time in 2016, after the initial pedophilia scandal
broke. But with sex education nonexistent in the con-
servative Muslim country, experts fear that an untold
number of abuse cases continue to go unreported.
“Always the powerful are abusers and the weak are
the victims,” said Manizeh Bano, the executive direc-
tor of Sahil. — AFP

Fears of serial 
child killer...

RAMALLAH: The UN agency for Palestinian refugees
warned yesterday it faced its worst funding crisis ever after
the White House froze tens of millions of dollars in contri-
butions, a move Palestinian leaders decried as cruel and
blatantly biased. The agency provides Palestinian refugees
and their descendants across the Middle East with services
including schools and medical care, but Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has long accused it of hostility toward
Israel and called for its closure. Some five million
Palestinians are eligible for its services.

On Tuesday, the United States held back $65 million
that had been destined for the agency, two weeks after
President Donald Trump threatened future payments.
The United States is the largest contributor to the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
refugees (UNRWA). 

“The US has announced it will contribute $60 million to
the program budget. There is for the moment no other indi-
cation of possible funding,” UNRWA spokesman Chris
Gunness told AFP. “This dramatically reduced contribution
results in the most severe funding crisis in the history of the
agency.” He added that “stability in the Middle East is what
we are talking about and the potential impact of UNRWA
being destabilized is very likely to be widespread, pro-
found, unpredictable and catastrophic.”

Senior Palestinian officials reacted with outrage to what
they see as another move against them by Trump’s White
House following his declaration of Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital. Hanan Ashrawi, a senior member of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, said the freeze amounted to “cru-
elty” toward a “vulnerable population”. The Palestinian
envoy to Washington, Husam Zomlot, said: “Palestinian
refugees and children’s access to basic humanitarian serv-

ices, such as food, health care and education, is not a bar-
gaining chip but a US and international obligation.”

Palestinian officials also accused Trump of chipping
away at issues long considered up for negotiation as part
of a comprehensive resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, including the status of Jerusalem and the plight of
refugees. Around 500 people protested in the Gaza Strip
yesterday against the freeze. “Of course this decision will
have negative effects and the reduction of the aid will
impact our health, our education,” Ibtisam Al-Sisi, in her
50s, said at the protest. France meanwhile said it “regrets”
the US move and was in contact with Washington about it.

The funding freeze comes with relations between the
Palestinians and Washington already on the brink. On
Sunday, Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas denounced
Trump’s peace efforts as the “slap of the century”, while
Palestinian leaders have threatened to suspend their recog-
nition of Israel. US State Department officials insisted the
decision to freeze the funding was taken not to pressure
Palestinian leaders but to encourage other countries to help
pay for and reform UNRWA.

But the call came after a behind-the-scenes tussle
between hawks who want to cut all aid to Palestinians and
officials concerned about the humanitarian and diplomatic
fallout. The State Department said $60 million of what had
been a planned $125 million package would go through to
keep the agency running, but the rest will be withheld for
now. UNRWA chief Pierre Krahenbuhl expressed alarm
and immediately called on other UN members to con-
tribute. Krahenbuhl said the $60 million would keep
schools and hospitals open for now, but noted that it was
dramatically less than the $350 million Washington paid
during 2017.

The State Department’s position raised skepticism in the
light of tweets sent by Trump on Jan 2, at the time when the
$125 million contribution had been due to be paid. “We pay
the Palestinians HUNDRED OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS a
year and get no appreciation or respect,” Trump said. “They
don’t even want to negotiate a long overdue peace treaty
with Israel,” he protested, adding: “Why should we make any
of these massive future payments to them?” — AFP
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