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ZAGREB:  Sweden will carry a maximum four
points into the European handball championship
main round after a 35-31 win over hosts Croatia
who also advanced on Tuesday. The result helped
Serbia progress from preliminary pool A as they
beat Iceland 29-26 in the early fixture but would
have been eliminated had Croatia beaten the
Swedes.

World champions France charged through from
Pool B with a perfect record after a 32-25 win over
Belarus as right back Dika Mem rifled in nine goals
and playmaker Nikola Karabatic got six.

Norway won 39-28 against eliminated Austria
to join France and Belarus in a new group of six,
which also contains Sweden, Croatia and Serbia,
with the top two reaching the semi-finals. With
Macedonia, Germany, Spain and Denmark already
through to the other second-stage group of six
from Pool C and D respectively, the last two berths
will be decided today.

Croatia coach Lino Cervar’s decision to rest
first-choice goalkeeper Mirko Alilovic backfired
spectacularly as his replacements Ivan Pesic and
Ivan Stevanovic were left clutching thin air in
Split’s Spaladium Arena. Sweden pierced through
almost at will and never looked back after turning
an early 4-3 deficit into a massive nine-goal
advantage thanks to effervescent long-range
shooting and quick ball movement in attack.

Earlier on Tuesday, Serbia rallied from a four-
goal deficit midway through the second half to
beat more fancied Iceland, who made an early exit
after falling apart in the last 15 minutes. Iceland’s
38-year old winger Gudjon Valur Siggurdson put
on a majestic one-man show with a game-high
eight goals but Serbia fired on all cylinders when
the chips were down.

Norway controlled a high-scoring contest
against Austria as Kristian Bjornsen capped a fine
evening with nine goals. The top three from each
of the four pools who advance to the main round
carry over points won against each other.

France and Sweden will start with four points
each, Croatia and Norway have two while Serbia
and Belarus have none. — Reuters
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Kuwait’s Hamad Al-Namshan, Eman Al-Shamma
and Abdallah Al-Rasheedi bag three gold 

Kuwait’s medal tally rise to six gold medals

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s medal tally rose to six gold medals as
the trio of Hamad Al-Namshan, Eman Al-Shamma and
Abdallah Al-Torqi Al-Rasheedi won three gold medals
yesterday during the competitions of HH the Amir Seventh
International Shooting Grand Prix.

Hamad Al-Namshan won the gold medal in the 10m air
pistol with 237 points ahead of Oman’s Ismail Al-Arabi
who had the same score, while Ala Al-Othmani from Tunis
ended in third place with 212 points.

Meanwhile Eman Al-Shamma took the skeet gold medal
with 56 hits ahead of Kazakhstan’s Olga who scored 53
hits and Bahrain’s Maryam Hassani had third place with 42
points. Abdallah Al-Rasheedi won the skeet gold medal for
men with the score of 56 followed by his teammate
Abdelaziz Al-Faihan who scored 56 and third place went
to Italy’s.

Secretary General of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations, Tournament Manager Obaid Al-Osaimi said
the current Grand Prix in which an elite group of shooters,
witnessed strong competitions, and they proved they are

ready to compete for top spots in this Grand Prix which is
being held under the patronage of HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

He said the 10m air pistol competition was very strong
between Tunis’s Olfa Shimi and Bulgaria’s Maria Grozdova
who won second place.

Tournament Treasurer Essa Butaiban said he was satis-
fied with the level of HH the Amir Seventh Shooting Grand
Prix, which is to be concluded today. He said organization
was up to the task and the championship came out at its
best as far as the, technical and administrative levels are
concerned.  He said Kuwait shooters winning of several
gold medals reflects the vast improvement of Kuwait
shooting and the major role the Board of Directors is play-
ing in order to maintain Kuwait’s good reputation.

Tunis head of delegation Samir Chouchan lauded the
efforts of KSSC officials in organizing the tournament. He
said that President of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi, Secretary General Obaid
Al-Osaimi and the rest of officials succeeded in providing
all the necessary support for participating in the tourna-
ments held in Kuwait.

Group photo shows Abdallah Al-Rasheedi ( fourth right ) with officials. KSSC Treasurer Essa Butaiban with the 10m air pistol women winners.

Hamad Al-Namshan. Eman Al-Shamma.

PARIS: Mathieu Bastareaud was first included and then
hours later dropped from France coach Jacques Brunel’s
Six Nations squad announced yesterday after he was
banned over a homophobic slur.

Although initially included, Bastareaud received a
three-week ban from European Professional Club Rugby
(EPCR) yesterday which ends a day after France’s opening
tournament match against Ireland on February 3.

Bastareaud’s selection was no surprise as Brunel had
defended the Toulon back on Tuesday following the con-
troversial comment used by the 29-year-old in a match
against Treviso on Sunday that was heard on live televi-
sion. Brunel had said on Tuesday that he would “punish”
Bastareaud by not selecting him and that he hoped the
powerful runner would escape a ban, claiming “I don’t
believe he could have acted in such a way”.

Bastareaud was heard on live television, and later apol-
ogised on Twitter for calling Treviso’s Sebastian Negri a
“faggot”, seemingly in response to a similar insult. There
had been fears he could receive a longer ban that would
see Bastareaud miss the whole of the Six Nations but he
will now be available for the trip to Scotland on February
11. He was replaced by Stade Francais centre Jonathan
Danty-in physiological terms a like-for-like substitute. In

his first squad selection as head of the French team since
taking over from sacked veteran Guy Noves last month,
Brunel recalled experienced Clermont half-back Morgan
Para for his first inclusion in two years.

Brunel dropped out-of-form Montpellier No.8 Louis
Picamoles and Toulon fly-half Francois Trinh-Duc, who has
lost his place at both club and country to young star

Anthony Belleau. Parra had not played for France since
their crushing 62-13 defeat to New Zealand in the 2015
World Cup quarter-finals.

But while Noves constantly tinkered with his half-back
pairing-he picked nine different combinations in his first 19
matches-Brunel seems to have opted for a measure of sta-
bility in recalling Parra.— AFP
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PARIS: French Rugby Union national team head coach Jacques Brunel gives a press conference to
announce a squad of 31 players for the Six Nations, yesterday in Paris. — AFP

LONDON: England coach Eddie Jones has extended his
contract until 2021, abandoning previous plans to leave the
job after the 2019 World Cup, the RFU said yesterday. The
Australian’s successor will be named by the end of the
2019-2020 season and Jones will work with them to ensure
“a smooth coaching transition”, the Rugby Football Union
said. Jones had been due to step down after next year’s
World Cup in Japan but having overseen a run of 22 wins
from 23 Tests, his employers have decided to lengthen the
57-year-old’s reign. However, Jones’s new contract does
include a break clause which can be activated if England’s
performances at Japan 2019 fail to live up to expectations.
That will enable the RFU to cut the former Australia and
Japan coach loose should England suffer a similar fate to
their wretched 2015 World Cup campaign when they
became the first tournament hosts to exit the competition

at the group stage-a result that led the RFU to get rid of
then coach Stuart Lancaster and bring in Jones.  

Jones, who had often talked about watching cricket-his
other great sporting passion-in the Caribbean after the
2019 World Cup as a way of signalling that the tournament
would mark the end of his time with England, explained his
change of heart by saying: “I did not presume I would be
asked to stay on but, once the conversations started very
recently, it was not a difficult decision to make.

“Coaching England is a dream job for me, and I was
delighted to be asked to stay on after Rugby World Cup
2019,” he added. “I have been completely focussed on
developing a team capable of being the number one rugby
team in the world and winning the World Cup in 2019,”
added Jones, who was the coach of the Australia side that
lost to England in the 2003 World Cup final in Sydney. 

“These are exciting times for English Rugby, with a
focussed and committed squad who are full of potential
and determined to win. I will continue to work as hard as I
can to make England the world’s best rugby team.”

RFU chief executive Steve Brown said Jones’ results
“speak for themselves”.  “Under Eddie’s leadership, we
have risen from eight to second in the world — and Eddie
won’t be satisfied until we are number one.  “He has a 95
percent win rate at the helm, and has been a galvanising

force for the RFU, bringing focus, clarity and extraordi-
nary commitment to the role.” Now the RFU will hope to
avoid the disruption and indeed cost of having to enage in
wholesale changes of coaching staff at the end of every
four-year World Cup cycle.— AFP
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LONDON: File photo taken on November
09, 2017 shows England’s head coach
Eddie Jones attending a training session
in Bagshot, southwest of London.  —AFP


