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This file photo shows British designer Kim Jones acknowledging the public at the end of
the Louis Vuitton men’s Fashion Week Fall/Winter 2016/2017 collection in Paris. — AFP 

British designer Kim Jones is to quit Louis
Vuitton after he shows his final men’s col-
lection for the label on Thursday, the

brand said yesterday. His departure from one of
the plum jobs in men’s fashion is likely to set off
a fresh round of musical chairs, with speculation
mounting that he may be on his way to Versace.
The 38-year-old has led the luxury French
brand since 2011 after he was poached from
British heritage house Dunhill, which he dusted
down and gave a new lease of life.   Vuitton said
that Jones “has been the driving force behind
some of the house’s most successful projects
and collaborations”, with eye-catching hook-
ups with hip New York streetwear brand
Supreme and the iconoclastic British artists Jake
and Dinos Chapman.

Jones brought his passion for wildlife and for
exotic travel to his ultra-luxurious collections

for Vuitton, mixing a lingering nostalgia for
British colonial chic with a streetwise edge.
Vuitton’s chairman Michael Burke praised Jones’
ability to “set trends” and for making the label
“the leading brand in luxury menswear today.
“All of us who have been fortunate to work with
Kim wish him continued success in his next ven-
ture,” he added in a statement.

Move to Versace? 
Women’s Wear Daily, the fashion industry

bible, had reported that the designer was in
talks with Versace in September, but the Italian
brand would not comment on the rumors. WWD
praised the Briton in September as one of the
“small clutch of marquee designers who can
straddle the luxury and streetwear worlds,
which is why Versace might have come knock-
ing.” Jones could also be a contender for the

British brand Burberry which has been looking
for a creative director to replace Christopher
Bailey, who is leaving in March.

The creator, who had a globetrotting child-
hood that took in Africa and the Amazon, said in
November that he planned to retire in five years,
or at least by the time he was 45. “I would like
to do something else. Life doesn’t have to be
one thing,” he told GQ magazine, “I would like
to do conservation.” Jones who was talent-
spotted by designer John Galliano while he was
still a student in London. Indeed Galliano, then
at Dior, bought his graduate collection from the
prestigious Central Saint Martins fashion school.
He later became a close friend of Alexander
McQueen, who killed himself in 2010, who he
regarded “as an older brother”. — AFP
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Lebanon’s interior ministry will allow the
release of Steven Spielberg’s latest film, “The
Post”, overturning a ban by the General

Security authority, a senior official said Wednesday.
The security body had on Monday announced it
was banning the Hollywood thriller to comply with
an Arab League boycott targeting supporters of
Israel. In a rare move, the interior ministry chose not

to sign off on the decision by General Security,
which in addition to controlling Lebanon’s borders,
is responsible for censoring films, plays, and books.
“Interior Minister Nohad Mashnouk is going to
allow the film to be shown,” a senior ministry official
told AFP.

The company distributing the film in Lebanon
confirmed that the film, starring Meryl Streep and

Tom Hanks would be released in cinemas in Beirut
and elsewhere today. The acclaimed production tells
the behind-the-scenes story of the 1971 publication
by The Washington Post of the Pentagon Papers,
which exposed the lies behind US involvement in
the Vietnam War. Lebanon is divided on the boy-
cott-driven bans, with some welcoming them as a
bulwark against the “cultural normalization” of

Israel’s occupation. Banned films can often be found
in bootleg movie shops across the country for as lit-
tle as one dollar, and even blacklisted books can
sometimes be found in regular bookstores. — AFP 

Lebanon reverses ban on Spielberg film

File photo shows director Steven Speilberg
attends the 5th Annual Ambassadors for

Humanity Dinner. — AFP 

Models present creations by Julien David for the Fall/Winter 2018/2019 collection as part of the men’s Fashion Week in
Paris yesterday. — AFP photos
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