
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: In a stunning ruling, the Court of Cassation
yesterday sentenced two current lawmakers and six former
MPs, all of them leading opposition figures, to three and a
half years in jail for storming the National Assembly build-
ing in 2011, practically ending their political future as they
will be deprived from running for public office.

Islamist MPs Waleed Al-Tabtabai and Jamaan Al-
Harbash were among those who were handed the tough
sentence and are highly expected to lose their parlia-
mentary seats triggering by-election. Former MPs who
received the same term include leading opposition fig-
ure Mussallam Al-Barrak, in addition to Mubarak Al-

Waalan, Salem Al-Namlan, Fahad Al-Khannah, Faisal Al-
Muslem and Khaled Al-Tahous. A third Islamist MP,
Mohammad Al-Mutair, who received a one-year term
by the Court of Appeals, got the sentence removed and
was among those acquitted.

The court, whose rulings are final, also sentenced five
opposition activists to the same sentence and penalized
three others to a two-year sentence. At the same time, the
court, presided over by judge Hisham Abdullah, acquitted
16 activists and one lawmaker and refrained from issuing
any sentence on 34 others although it found them guilty.
Constitutional experts said the National Assembly will look
into procedures to revoke the membership of Tabtabai and
Harbash, both of them believed to be outside the country.

Mohammad Al-Faili, a leading constitutional expert,
said the Assembly’s legal and legislative committee
should meet as soon as possible to study the issue and
then recommend to the Assembly revoking the member-
ship of the two lawmakers. He said the final decision will
be made by the National Assembly when it meets in the
new term next October.

Constitutional expert Hesham Al-Saleh said the

Assembly is expected to declare the seats of the two law-
makers vacant and call for by-election within two months
of the decision. The by-election will be held in the second
and third constituencies, the seats for Harbash and
Tabtabai, respectively. The case began in November 2011
when hundreds of opposition demonstrators, who were
protesting against corruption, entered the National
Assembly building at night.
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
said China could help set up industrial and
high-tech parks in northern Kuwait - part of
Gulf state’s strategic plans to diversify econ-
omy and be a global trade and financial hub.
The Chinese contribution will help achieve
Kuwait government’s 2035 national devel-
opment strategy. 

His Highness the Amir, in an interview
with Chinese Xinhua News Agency, said the
strategic development plan is aimed at
achieving a strategic transformation into a
diversified economy, as well as being an
international trade and financial center
capable of attracting multi-faceted invest-
ments. His Highness the Amir, who arrived in
China earlier Saturday hopes China would
help establish industrial and high-tech parks
in northern Kuwait.  

“We encourage the Chinese business and
financial institutions to operate here,” said
His Highness the Amir. His Highness is
scheduled to meet senior Chinese officials.

He will also attend the opening ceremony of
the 8th ministerial meeting of the China-
Arab States Cooperation Forum in Beijing. 

Commenting on China’s Belt and Silk
Road Initiative, His Highness said that
Kuwait was among the first countries to sign
a cooperation agreement with Beijing under
the initiative. The initiative, consisting of Silk
Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century
Maritime Silk Road, is designed to build a
trade and infrastructure network connecting
Asia with Europe and Africa and beyond the
ancient Silk Road trade routes. Kuwait Amir
said the 2013 initiative was compatible with
Kuwait strategic development plans, and
would help his country, which in 2015
announced a plan to develop its islands,
achieve its development goals.

China is Kuwait’s largest source of
imports, as trade volume reached a record
$12.04 billion in 2017, according to Xinhua,
while Kuwait is China’s fourth largest crude
oil supplier in the Arab world. There are cur-
rently more than 40 Chinese companies

operating in Kuwait with about 80 projects
in progress in sectors of oil, infrastructure,
communications and banking.  

“I wish to emphasize that we are proud
of the significant role which is played by
Chinese enterprises in the development of
our country,” His Highness said. “Chinese
companies are highly professional, and we
are very happy to cooperate with them,”
towards more large-scale development
projects in Kuwait, which was the first coun-
try to establish diplomatic relations with
Beijing, His Highness noted. 

He went on to say that the development
of partnership and bilateral cooperation
with China on the basis of mutual benefit
contributed to better well-being of Kuwaiti
and Chinese people as well as common
progress. His Highness said Kuwait and
China maintained strong political and eco-
nomic relations, and his China visit “demon-
strates the determination to strengthen such
ties.” He pointed out that Kuwait and China
have been working together under the

framework of international and regional
organizations.

Kuwait Amir called for “more consulta-
tion and coordination” with China due to the
“sensitive and critical political, economic
and security situations on the international
and regional levels.” He said China’s role on
the international stage would help tackle
challenges facing the Arab and Gulf coun-
tries.  “A friendly China will assume histori-
cal responsibilities, maintain international
peace and security, and play a positive and
outstanding role,” His Highness noted.  

Last Friday, Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah said that His
Highness the Amir’s China visit would con-
tribute in setting a “roadmap” for future
strategic relation with Beijing, as well as giv-
ing more oomph to cooperation in many
crucial domains. This is His Highness’s sec-
ond official visit to the People’s Republic of
China since assuming rule, and the fourth
since taking office in the state when he was
a foreign minister.  — KUNA

ISSUE NO: 17577

28 Pages 
150 Fils

www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

SHAWWAL 25, 1439 AH
MONDAY, 
JULY 9, 2018

Max 49º
Min 34º

Housemaid assaulted by 
her sponsor, case filed  

Child beggars fill Mosul 
streets a year on from IS65 Pyongyang rejects US’ 

gangster-like demand
Belgium and France 
face off in semi-final8 27

News in brief

Kuwait, China boost economic 
ties; Amir meets China officials 

China ‘could set up industrial, high-tech parks in Kuwait’ 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Kuwaiti top court 
jails 8 current and
former lawmakers

KURASHIKI: Photo shows an aerial view of flooded houses in Kurashiki, Okayama prefecture yesterday. — AFP 

KURASHIKI: The death toll from torrential rain and
landslides in western Japan rose to 81 people yesterday,
with dozens still missing after more than 2,000, tem-
porarily stranded in the city of Kurashiki, were rescued.
Evacuation orders were in place for nearly 2 million
people and landslide warnings were issued in many
prefectures. In hard-hit western Japan, emergency
services and military personnel used helicopters and
boats to rescue people from swollen rivers and build-
ings, including a hospital.

Scores of staff and patients, some still in their paja-
mas, were rescued from the isolated Mabi Memorial
Hospital in boats rowed by members of Japan’s Self
Defense Forces. A city official said 170 patients and
staff had been evacuated while public broadcaster
NHK later said about 80 people were still stranded. 
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ANKARA: Turkish authorities yesterday ordered
the dismissal of more than 18,500 state employees,
including police officers, soldiers and academics,
ahead of the expected end of a two-year state of
emergency this month. The Official Gazette said
18,632 people had been sacked including 8,998
police officers over suspected links to terror organi-
zations that “act against national security”, in what
could be the last of the purges under emergency rule.

Turkey has been in a state of emergency since
the July 2016 attempted overthrow of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan but the European Union and
critics have repeatedly called on Ankara to end it.
Turkish media dubbed yesterday’s decree as the
“last”, with officials indicating the government could
declare emergency rule over as early as today.

Continued on Page 24

Turkey sacks 
18,500 staff in 
‘new decree’

MAE SAI: An ambulance leaves the Tham Luang cave area after divers started evacuat-
ing the 12 boys and their football team coach trapped in a flooded cave in Khun Nam
Nang Non Forest Park. — AFP 

MAE SAI: Six boys among a group of
13 trapped in a flooded Thai cave for
more than a fortnight were rescued yes-
terday, authorities said, raising hopes
elite divers would also quickly save the
others. The first two boys emerged
about nightfall from the Tham Luang
cave complex after navigating a treach-
erous escape route of more than four
kilometers through twisting, narrow and
jagged passageways.

They were followed shortly after-
wards by four others, leading to an
explosion of jubilation on social media in
Thailand and around the world as the
rescued boys were rushed to hospital.
“Six of them came out,” a defense min-
istry official, who asked not to be named
said. Foreign elite divers and Thai Navy
SEALS yesterday morning began the
complex operation to extract the 12 boys
and their football coach as they raced
against time, with imminent monsoon
rains threatening more flooding that
would doom the mission.

“Today is the D-day. The boys are
ready to face any challenges,” rescue
chief Narongsak Osottanakorn told
reporters near the cave site yesterday
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UAE extends service 

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates has extended
compulsory military service for Emirati men from 12
to 16 months, state news agency WAM reported,
amid a three-year involvement in Yemen’s war. The
UAE, a federation of seven emirates with a mostly
expatriate population, is a key member of a Saudi-
led military coalition that intervened in Yemen in
2015 against the Iran-aligned Houthi movement to
restore the internationally recognized Yemeni gov-
ernment in exile. “The general command of the
armed forces ... announced the extension of the
legal period for national service ... to 16 instead of
12 months,” WAM said late on Saturday. The UAE
introduced mandatory military service in 2014 for
Emirati men. It kept participation for women, who
can serve only for nine months, optional and requir-
ing approval of their legal guardians. — Reuters

Saudi terror attack 

RIYADH: A member of Saudi Arabia’s security
forces and a Bangladeshi resident were killed in an
attack on a security checkpoint in Buraidah, a city in
Qassim Province north of the capital Riyadh, the
state news agency said yesterday. “Three terrorists
opened fire on the security checkpoint located at
Buraidah-Tarafiya road in Al-Qassim. The security
forces fired back, killing two terrorists, and wound-
ing the third,” said a statement published by the
state news agency (SPA). The authorities have
begun a criminal investigation, which is still the sub-
ject of a security follow-up, and developments will
be announced in due course, the statement added.
Qassim, a heartland of the kingdom’s ultra-conserv-
ative Wahhabi school of Sunni Islam, is one of the
most conservative pockets of the country. — AFP 


