
India tycoon
Mallya shrugs
off threat of UK
asset seizures 
SILVERSTONE: Embattled Indian tycoon
Vijay Mallya said yesterday he will comply
fully with court enforcement officers seek-
ing to seize his British assets, but there was
not much for them to take as his family’s lav-
ish residences were not in his name. India
wants to extradite the 62-year-old former
liquor baron from Britain to face charges of
fraud as a group of Indian banks seek to
recover more than $1 billion of loans grant-
ed to his defunct Kingfisher Airlines. 

A verdict is expected by early
September, with July 31 the final date for
closing oral submissions and appeals likely
whatever the outcome. Speaking to Reuters
at the British Formula One Grand Prix,
where he is principal and co-owner of the
Force India team, Mallya said he would
hand over British assets held in his name.
But a luxury country residence belonged to
his children and a house in London
belonged to his mother, making them
untouchable.

“I have given the UK court on affidavit a

statement of my UK assets. Which, pursuant
to the freezing order, they are entitled to
take and hand over to the banks,” he said.
“There’s a few cars, a few items of jewelry
and I said ‘OK, fine. You don’t have to both-
er to come to my house to seize them. I’ll
physically hand them over. Tell me the time,
date and place.’” “There’s no question of
being homeless because at the end of the
day, they are entitled to take my assets in
my name declared on oath to the court.
They can’t go one step beyond,” he said.

‘Fugitive economic offender’
Mallya said a super-yacht he used for

entertaining at races in Monaco and Abu
Dhabi, which was recently sold at auction in
Malta after a dispute over unpaid crew wages,
was not his problem either. “I have not owned
the Indian Empress boat for more than seven
years now,” he said. It had belonged to “a
Middle Eastern gentleman”, whose name he
would not disclose, in a deal that gave Mallya
use of it for one month a year, he said.

Mallya has been in Britain since he left
India in March 2016, unable to travel after
his passport was revoked, so the annual
British Grand Prix is the only race he has
been able to attend since then. The Indian
government’s Enforcement Directorate,
which fights financial crimes, is seeking to
declare him a “fugitive economic offender”
and to confiscate 125 billion rupees worth
of his assets. Mallya has denied the
charges, decried a “political witchhunt” and

has said he is seeking to sell assets worth
about 139 billion rupees ($2.04 billion) to
repay creditors.

“I think the overriding consideration that
everybody seems to be missing is that I
have put $2 billion worth of assets in front
of the Karnataka high court which is more
than sufficient to repay the banks and
indeed everybody else,” he said. “So the
question of attaching assets either in the
UK or whatever should not arise.” Mallya
repeated recent complaints on Twitter that
Indian criminal enforcement agencies had
frozen assets in India so he could not sell
them, while banks continued to tot up inter-
est. He said the enforcement directorate had
also attached assets inherited from his
father, including properties acquired in the
1920s, under the provisions of the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act.

“How can those be proceeds of crime?
This is the injustice that is happening,” he
said. The former billionaire, at one time
dubbed the ‘King of Good Times’ and a for-
mer member of the upper house of the
Indian parliament, bridled at being branded
a ‘fugitive’. “I was always a resident of
England and a non-resident of India. So
where else do I come back to? So where’s
the running away concept? It’s just become
too political,” he said. “And now in an
(Indian) election year, I guess what they
want to do is bring me back and hang me
on the holy cross and hope to get more
votes.” —Reuters
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MOSUL: Every day little Mohammed Salem roams the
streets of Mosul, left with no choice but to hawk tissues after
his father was killed by jihadists who overran Iraq’s second
city. A year on from Iraqi forces announcing the “liberation”
of Mosul from the Islamic State group, the scars of the
bloody nine-month offensive to oust the militants are still
visible in the city.

After losing parents either in the battle or during IS’s bru-
tal three year occupation of Mosul, dozens of children have
turned to street peddling or begging to survive.  “I sell tis-
sues... I go out every day from seven in the morning to 10 at
night,” 12-year-old Salem tells AFP, wiping sweat from his
face as the sun beats down on the Nabi Younis junction in
eastern Mosul.

His mother’s only child, Salem hopes to scratch out a liv-
ing for the two of them. His father was killed by jihadists
before the push to retake Mosul began, leaving the family
without a breadwinner. According to the group Orphan’s Joy
in Nineveh, encompassing Mosul and the wider province,
there is no official data on the number of children who have
lost their parents. But the group’s research has pointed to the
“presence of 6,200 orphans in Nineveh, of which 3,283
whose parents were killed in the latest events in Mosul”, the
organization’s head, Kedar Mohammed, told AFP.

‘Our house was destroyed’ 
Mosul’s two orphanages-one for boys and one for girls-

have seen large numbers of children aged six to 18 seeking
shelter, according to administrators.  Each day, dozens of chil-
dren spread out across Mosul’s intersections and traffic sig-
nals to ask for money. Thin and dressed in tattered clothes,
they trail pedestrians and extend
hands to passing cars. Some
wash windows or sell tissues and
water.  “My family was killed and
our house was destroyed in the
bombardment of the Old City,”
10-year-old Ali Bunyan told AFP,
unable to hold back his tears.
Fighting destroyed nearly 90
percent of western Mosul’s Old
City, which now lies in ruins and
is devoid of any major recon-
struction projects.  

“I have no relatives now. I
have to beg to support myself... I’ve been unable to find work
because I’m young,” said Bunyan, who like many of the other
children refused to speak about his current place of resi-
dence.  Nineveh provincial council member Khalaf al-Hadidi

said that “until now, there is no real project or study either
from the federal or local government to deal with this phe-
nomenon”. Finding a solution was becoming increasingly
important, he said, “especially as the street children are
exposed to various kinds of exploitation”.

A ‘damaged generation’ 
Residents say gangs are turn-

ing the street children into
organized groups, or forcing
them to pay a fee to beg in pub-
lic places. “One day, as I was
waiting for my appointment at a
medical clinic, I watched an
employee at the reception kick
out a small girl that was beg-
ging,” said 35-year-old Mosul
resident Abu Hamid. “As she left,
she told me she had been kicked
out for refusing to increase the

weekly agreed-upon fee,” he said. 
According to social researcher Fatima Khalaf, “conditions

in Mosul have left children vulnerable to numerous violations
in the street”.  “If they are left out in the streets... they will

become useless members of society, and perhaps some of
them will become criminals,” she said. Ghaleb Ahmed, a 20-
year-old Mosul municipal employee, thinks it would be better
to target the top of the “gangs and systems that manage the
begging and exploit the children”. “This phenomenon counts
as a criminal project and terrorism, and it creates a corrupt
and psychologically damaged generation,” he said. —AFP

Child beggars fill Mosul streets
Scars of bloody 9-month IS offensive still visible

Nepal war crime 
laws risk sparing 
worst offenders
KATHMANDU: Nepal’s legal efforts to deliv-
er justice to victims of its bloody civil war do
not meet international standards and risk let-
ting the worst offenders go unpunished,
rights groups warned yesterday. The latest
draft legislation to address wartime abuses
still makes it difficult to prosecute serious
crimes, Human Rights Watch and the
International Commission of Jurists said in a
joint statement.

The tiny Himalayan nation has been rebuked
for repeated delays in implementing a peace
process more than a decade after fighting with
Maoist rebels ended in 2006. In 2015, the
Supreme Court of Nepal ruled that laws passed
by the government to remedy war-era griev-
ances did not meet international scrutiny.  But a
fresh amendment currently under consultation
has done little to close these loopholes, rights
groups said. Crimes like torture and enforced
disappearances remain undefined, meaning
major offenders may slip through the cracks.

“For a successful, internationally accepted
process, the authorities in Nepal should
focus on providing justice to victims, not
engage in trying to get perpetrators off the
hook,” said Human Rights Watch Asia direc-
tor Brad Adams.  A provision in the proposed
legislation for community service as an alter-
native punishment to prison time has riled
campaigners who say it amounts to impunity.
“We’ve waited years, but the draft is still
incomplete and fails to satisfy the victim’s
demand for justice,” Bhagiram Chaudhari,
President of Confl ict Victims Common
Platform told AFP.

More than 60,000 complaints have been
filed with two commissions set up to investi-
gate crimes committed by security forces and
Maoist insurgents during the decade-long
conflict. Rights groups say both commissions
have been hamstrung by a lack of funding
and political will, and just a handful of cases
have appeared before a court.  More than
17,000 people were killed, 1,300 disap-
peared and thousands displaced during the
war which ended with a peace deal between
Maoist insurgents and government forces.
The pact also heralded the end of the Hindu
monarchy, which was abolished after the for-
mer rebels won power in Nepal’s first post-
war national elections.—AFP
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MOSUL: An Iraqi child peddler sells water bottles to cars driving down a street in the northern Iraqi city of Mosul. —AFP

MOSUL: An Iraqi child peddler sells water bottles to cars driving
down a street in the northern Iraqi city of Mosul. —AFP


