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Trump faces ‘carnival
of protest’ on 
trip to Britain
EDINBURGH: A barrage of nationwide protests will
greet US President Donald Trump’s four-day trip to
Britain from Thursday, with organizers hoping to stage
one of the country’s biggest demonstrations in decades
following a series of diplomatic spats. The divisive
American leader, arriving after a NATO summit in
Brussels, will be largely away from London during a tour
expected to bring at least tens of thousands of people
onto British streets. “We are confident that there will be
huge demonstrations against Trump wherever he visits,”
said Chris Nineham, of the Stop the War Coalition, which
is helping to stage the so-called “carnival of protest”.

“The protest against Trump will be a real celebra-
tion of the diversity that we love in the UK-and will
give a strong signal that his message of hate and divi-
sion is not welcome in this country.” The US president
appears unpopular in Britain, where his brash style and
hardline “America First” policies have caused conster-
nation across the political spectrum and society.  He
was severely criticized last November, including by
Prime Minister Theresa May, after sharing three inflam-
matory anti-Muslim videos posted by far-right group
Britain First.

Opposition lawmakers, backed by an online petition
signed by nearly 1.9 million people, called on May to
cancel the state visit offered when she met Trump in
Washington after his inauguration in January last year.
Following the incident and several other diplomatic spats,
his first trip to Britain since taking power was repeatedly
delayed and scaled back, with speculation it has now
been designed to avoid the demonstrations.  The US
ambassador in London told reporters Friday that Trump
was “aware” of the planned protests but “is not avoiding
anything”. “The president is simply trying to get as
impactful a trip as he can get in a 24-hour period,”
Woody Johnson said.

‘Biggest insult’
The centerpiece of the organized opposition will be a

march through central London ending in a rally on
Trafalgar Square. Organizers are laying on buses from
more than a dozen British cities to the protest, urging
attendees to “bring banners, loudhailers, sound systems
and everything you need to kickstart the revolution”. A
giant inflatable “Baby Trump” balloon will be flown near the
Houses of Parliament ahead of the protest. The blimp will
then be used at a protest planned in Scotland, his mother’s
homeland, when Trump goes there for the weekend.

London Mayor Sadiq Khan, who has sparred with
Trump online over combating terrorism, has permitted
the floating blimp for two hours Friday morning.
Firebrand politician and Trump ally Nigel Farage labelled
the move “the biggest insult to a sitting US President
ever” but others have welcomed the playful rebuke. “For
a US president who retweets far-right Britain First prop-
aganda, insults Londoners at times of tragedy, and refus-
es to condemn white supremacist marches at home, this
insult is well deserved” said Labour MP David Lammy.

‘Stop Trump Coalition’ 
The “Stop Trump Coalition”, a network of grassroots

campaigns, unions, NGOs and politicians, said in a state-
ment on Facebook that Friday “could be a march of mil-
lions”. It pointed to polling last year showing up to two
million people could take part in anti-Trump actions.
Mass protests in 2003 against the Iraq War saw an esti-
mated record 750,000 to two million turn out in London.

Trump will be holding talks at that time with May at
Chequers, the 16th-century manor house outside London
that serves as her official country retreat. The coalition
has pledged multiple demonstrations along every step of
his planned itinerary, which will include meeting Queen
Elizabeth II at Windsor Castle on Friday. It has vowed to
gather near the US ambassador’s residence in London,
where Trump and First Lady Melania Trump will stay
Thursday night, and outside Blenheim Palace, wartime
leader Winston Churchill’s birthplace, which hosts the
pair for dinner prior. — AFP

Philippines probe spate of 
brazen politician murders

Third deadly attack by gunmen against local officials
MANILA: Philippine authorities were yesterday investi-
gating the brazen killing of a vice mayor near Manila, the
third deadly attack by gunmen against local officials in less
than a week. The country has a violent, often deadly politi-
cal culture, but watchdogs are concerned President
Rodrigo Duterte’s drug war may be emboldening
assailants.  Police said there was no clear connection
between the slaying Saturday of Alexander Lubigan, vice
mayor of the city of Trece Martires south of Manila, and
the killings of two mayors just days before.

However Wilnor Papa,
Philippine spokesman for
Amnesty International, told
AFP that while political
violence was not new,
“Duterte he has aggravated
it through his pronounce-
ments.” “The Duterte
administration is empower-
ing vigilante killings,” he
added, citing Duterte’s calls
for ordinary citizens to kill
drug dealers and his vow to
protect officers who get
sued while pursuing his drug campaign.  A sniper shot
Mayor Antonio Halili, who was on Duterte’s list of allegedly
narcotics-linked officials, during a public ceremony at the
city hall in nearby Tanauan on Monday.

‘Gangster land’ 
A day later motorcycle-riding gunmen killed Duterte

ally Ferdinand Bote, mayor of the northern town of General
Tinio. However, neither Bote nor Lubigan, the vice mayor
killed Saturday, had known drug links. No clear motive has
emerged yet. “Election-related violence usually ramps up a
few months before an election,” Human Rights Watch

researcher Carlos Conde told AFP, noting the next polls
were 10 months away. 

“The difference here really is the way Duterte has
threatened officials with death and then they are being
killed one after the other. That’s hardly coincidence,”
Conde added. According to a count by police, more
than two dozen people were killed in “election-related
violence” during campaigning for the May 2016 nation-
al elections.

At least 10 mayors including Halili and Bote have been
killed since Duterte took office,
while Lubigan, a member of a politi-
cal party allied with the president,
was the fifth vice mayor killed in
that period. Duterte ran on a law-
and-order platform that included
promises to kill thousands of people
involved in the drug trade, including
officials. Authorities have acknowl-
edged killing more than 4,200 drug
suspects who resisted arrest, but
rights groups say the actual number
of dead is at least triple that and
could amount to crimes against

humanity.
Senator Francis Pangilinan, president of the opposition

Liberal Party, on Sunday urged the government to do more
to stop the killings.  “What we want is a safe, secure, and
peaceful society, not a gangster land,” Pangilinan said in a
statement. National police chief Oscar Albayalde told
reporters Sunday the authorities were looking into possi-
ble motives for the killings, while noting it was a well-
established fact that deadly attacks against elected offi-
cials spike “before, during and after the elections”. “There
is nothing to fear because these (killings) are not system-
atic. It does not constitute a pattern,” he added. — AFP 

Duterte’s drug
war ‘may be’ 
emboldening 

assailants

Nicaragua leader
Ortega rules out 
early elections
MANAGUA: Nicaragua’s President Daniel Ortega on
Saturday ruled out early elections as demanded by opposi-
tion protesters in the country where more than 220 have died
in unrest since April. “Here the rules are set by the
Constitution of the Republic, through the people. You don’t
just change them overnight because a group of coup plotters
got the idea to do so,” Ortega said at a rally of his support-
ers. Roman Catholic bishops are working to mediate dia-
logue between the government and opposition in a bid to
end the protests and government repression that have
wracked the country since April 18.

Ortega, 72, had previously remained silent on a proposal
by the influential Catholic hierarchy to bring forward elections
scheduled for 2021 to March of next year. The mediation
committee said on Thursday they would convene a new round
of talks on Monday at 10:00 am. Meanwhile, Silvio Baez, aux-
iliary bishop of Managua, said in response to Ortega’s speech
that “the Church is not afraid” and that it “stands with the
poor and the victims.” The protesters demand the resignation
of Ortega, a former leftist guerrilla who came to power with
the popular uprising that defeated dictator Anastasio Somoza
in 1979, and retook the presidency in 2007 after a vote.
Activists accuse him-together with his wife Vice President
Rosario Murillo-of establishing a dictatorship characterized by
nepotism and brutal repression. “We shall see if the people will
give their vote to the coup plotters who in these past weeks
have carried out so much violence,” Ortega said, stressing that:
“There will be a time for elections. Everything has its time.”

Struggling peace talks  
Thousands of Ortega supporters attended the rally in

Managua Saturday, where he branded his opponents “mur-
derers” and “criminals.” Murillo, meanwhile, vowed opposi-
tion “terrorists” and their financial backers would be brought
to justice. “Down with the coup plotters!”, “Not one step
backward!”, “Stay, my commander stays!”, “We want peace,”
supporters shouted, waving flags of the ruling Sandinista
National Liberation Front. The march set out from the Plaza
de las Victorias toward the Hugo Chavez Rotunda, where a
colorful metallic structure of the bust of the deceased
Venezuelan socialist leader is surrounded by gigantic metal

life-sized trees installed by Ortega’s wife. “I’m supporting
Comandante Ortega, the only one who has watched over the
poor against the right-wing coup, which is lying... the hooded
are theirs, the ones who are assaulting people,” Guillermo
Ramirez, a 43-year-old mason, told AFP. An opposition
march also scheduled for Saturday was postponed until next
Thursday, with the opposition Civic Alliance also announcing
a second national strike on July 13. Elsewhere in the opposi-
tion bastion Masaya, anti-government demonstrators turned
out against Ortega. “They wanted to silence us, but here are
the people demanding that he leaves,” said student leader
Yubrank Suazo, whose home was burned by Ortega support-
ers this week.

The US has also cranked up the pressure on Ortega to
make progress in the struggling peace negotiations.
Washington’s Treasury on Thursday put National Police
Commissioner Francisco Javier Diaz Madriz and Fidel

Antonio Moreno Briones, secretary of the Managua mayor’s
office, on its financial blacklist, citing their roles in killings
and beatings of anti-government protesters. Also sanc-
tioned was Jose Francisco Lopez Centeno, an oil executive
the US Treasury alleged had siphoned off millions of dol-
lars from two government-linked companies for his own
benefit and that of Nicaragua’s leaders. On Thursday, UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al
Hussein urged the government to take measures to pre-
vent further bloodshed. “The violence and repression seen
in Nicaragua since demonstrations began in April are prod-
ucts of the systematic erosion of human rights over the
years, and highlight the overall fragility of institutions and
the rule of law,” Zeid said. 

“I call on the government to cease state violence and to
dismantle the pro-government armed elements that have been
increasingly responsible for repression and attacks.”— AFP

India Kashmir 
in a lockdown 
amid tensions
SRINAGAR: Indian authorities
imposed a lockdown in the Kashmir
valley yesterday, anticipating fresh
unrest as separatists urged protests
to mark the anniversary of a popu-
lar rebel leader’s death.  Tension had
been building ahead of the anniver-
sary with three civilians, including a
teenage girl, killed during clashes
on Saturday between protesters
and Indian troops. Mobile internet
services were shut down across
Indian-administered Kashmir, roads
into the restive valley were blocked
and restrictions on movement were
imposed in Srinagar. Authorities
have clamped a total curfew in Tral,
the native home of rebel command-
er Burhan Wani.

The charismatic young leader’s
death in 2016 sparked months of
violent street protests that left near-
ly 100 dead and countless more
blinded by pellet fire following an
Indian crackdown. Separatist lead-
ers urged shopkeepers to keep their
businesses closed in protest to mark

Wani’s death. Kashmir has been
divided between India and Pakistan
since the end of British colonial rule
in 1947, but both claim the former
Himalayan kingdom in full. India has

about 500,000 soldiers deployed
to its half of Kashmir, where armed
groups have for decades been fight-
ing for independence or a merger
with Pakistan. — AFP

SRINAGAR: An Indian paramilitary trooper stands guard during a one-day
strike called by separatists in Srinagar. — AFP

MANILA: This file photo shows Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte gesturing during the change of command ceremony
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines at Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City, Metro Manila, Philippines.—Reuters

MANAGUA: Supporters of embattled Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega carry a flag of the Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN) as thousands march during the government-called ‘Walk for Security and Peace’ in Managua. — AFP 

Ethiopian and 
Eritrean leaders 
meet in Asmara
ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed was warmly greeted by Eritrea’s President
Isaias Afwerki in the capital Asmara yesterday at the
start of a meeting to repair relations between the
neighbors. Eritrean state television showed footage of
the two men embracing while Abiy’s chief of staff,
Fitsum Arega, tweeted photographs saying, “The visit
offers a spectacular opportunity to decidedly move
forward peace for the good of our people.”

In a scene unimaginable just weeks ago, Abiy
stepped from an Ethiopian Airlines plane at the air-
port in Asmara, greeting Isaias and hugging him
before the pair strode off along a red carpet. They
made no comment before heading to a meeting. “The
visit is part of efforts to normalize relations with
Eritrea. [Abiy] is expected to talk with the Eritrean
leadership [about] how to mend fences,” Ethiopian
foreign ministry spokesman Meles Alem told AFP.

The historic meeting came after Abiy’s announce-
ment last month that Ethiopia would cede to Eritrea
land along the countries’ border it occupies in viola-
tion of a 2002 United Nations-backed boundary
demarcation. Ethiopia’s refusal to implement the
demarcation deadlocked relations between the two
even after the end of a 1998-2000 boundary war that
killed 80,000 people. — AFP


