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Italy wants EU 
sea missions to 
take migrants 
elsewhere
ROME: Italy will seek commitments from European
Union partners to have migrants rescued at sea by
ships from anti-trafficking and border control mis-
sions taken to other countries, its interior minister
said yesterday. The request will be made on Thursday
at a meeting of European interior ministers in the
Austrian city of Innsbruck, far-right Interior Minister
Matteo Salvini said in a statement. Italy’s new gov-
ernment, which took office on June 1, has helped
thrust immigration back on to the European agenda
by closing its ports to humanitarian ships that rescue
migrants off the coast of Libya, where they are sent
out on overcrowded boats by people smugglers.

Some 650,000 migrants, mostly from Africa and
the Middle East, have landed on Italian shores since
2014, though many later headed north toward other
European countries. “After having stopped the NGO
ships, I’ll ask European partners on Thursday in
Innsbruck to block from Italian ports the arrival of
ships currently on international missions in the
Mediterranean,” Salvini said in a statement. The
announcement comes a day after an Irish patrol ves-
sel brought more than 100 migrants to the Sicilian
port of Messina after rescuing them. The ship is part
of the EU mission to fight people smuggling, known
as Operation Sophia.

The request is likely to cause friction with Italy’s
European partners where migration is a source of
internal political tension. Last week, Germany, Austria
and Italy said they would hold talks in Innsbruck
about how to shut down the Mediterranean route.
Germany wants to process migrants in police facili-
ties within 48 hours on its southern border with
Austria, and in turn Austria has said it may be forced
to protect its own southern border with Italy and
Slovenia to stop migrants transiting from the south.

Harder Italian line
Italy’s transport ministry last month said it

wanted the EU border agency, Frontex, to stop
working in the Mediterranean. Frontex runs an
operation off the coast of Italy that works closely
with the local coast guard. The EU missions have
helped rescue thousands of migrants at sea, all of
whom were disembarked in Italy. Spokespeople at
Frontex and Sophia did not immediately respond
to requests for comment. 

Italy has so far refused to take back any migrants
stopped at the German border. “Before receiving
even one asylum seeker from another European
country, we want to see a precise commitment-giving
the timetable, costs, means, men and resources-on
how the EU plans to help us defend our external bor-
ders,” Salvini said last week.

Aid groups and United Nations’ agencies on
Friday asked Italy open its ports to rescue ships
because the policy could have a high human cost.
More migrants could die at sea, or they could be
trapped indefinitely in inhumane detention centers,
they said. Yesterday, Salvini said the previous gov-
ernment had agreed to welcome migrants rescued by
ships participating in the EU sea missions. “With our
government, the music has changed and will change,”
Salvini said. —Reuters

TOKYO: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo brushed off
North Korean charges that he used “gangster-like” diploma-
cy in negotiations in Pyongyang, saying yesterday after meet-
ing his Japanese and South Korean counterparts that he
would continue to pursue denuclearization talks with North
Korea. Pompeo said in Tokyo there was still a lot of work to
do, but he was confident North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
would stick to a commitment to abandon nuclear weapons he
made during a summit with US President Donald Trump in
Singapore last month. 

Pompeo’s meeting with Japan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
Taro Kono and South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-
wha followed Pompeo’s two days
of talks in Pyongyang that ended
on Saturday.    “When we spoke
to them about denuclearization,
they did not push back,” Pompeo
told a news conference. “The
road ahead will be difficult and
challenging and we know that
critics will try to minimize the
work that we’ve achieved.”
Pompeo spoke after North Korea
said the talks “brought us in a
dangerous situation where we
may be shaken in our unshakable
will for denuclearization, rather than consolidating trust.” 

The statement was carried by the official KCNA news
agency on Saturday soon after Pompeo left Pyongyang, rais-
ing questions about the future of the talks in which he is try-
ing to persuade Pyongyang to give up a nuclear weapons
program that threatens the United States. Kim made a broad
commitment in Singapore to “work toward denuclearization”
but did not give details on how or when he would dismantle
North Korea’s nuclear program. Trump in turn offered securi-
ty guarantees to Pyongyang and pledged a halt to large-scale
military drills with South Korea. 

North Korea’s latest comments, which came after Pompeo
said talks had made progress, were a reminder of the difficul-
ties that previous US administrations have had negotiating

with the reclusive state. Leaked US intelligence findings have
concluded that North Korea does not intend to give up its
nuclear program completely.

Military danger remains
Pompeo said he did not meet Kim on his latest visit to

Pyongyang, as he had done twice before, and he had not
anticipated doing so. The White House said before the trip
that he would meet Kim. In a speech later on in Vietnam,
Pompeo urged North Korea to follow the example of
Vietnam, saying he believed Pyongyang could replicate
Hanoi’s path to normal relations with Washington and to

prosperity. 
“The United States has been

clear on what we seek from
North Korea...,” Pompeo said in
Hanoi. “The choice now lies with
North Korea and its people. “If
they are able to do this, they will
be remembered, and Chairman
Kim will be remembered, as a
hero of the Korean people.”
Some analysts have expressed
alarm that the talks appear to
have run into difficulties,
although others see a possible

North Korean negotiating ploy.
Richard Haass, president of the Council on Foreign

Relations, said on Twitter there was a danger military action
could be called for because Trump might now claim he had
tried diplomacy but was betrayed by Kim. “But a rushed
summit and demands that NK denuclearize in short order or
else is not a serious test of diplomacy,” Haass tweeted.
Japan’s Kono thanked Pompeo and said the three allies had
reaffirmed a commitment to keeping sanctions on North
Korea until it abandoned nuclear weapons and ballistic mis-
siles of all ranges.

“We confirmed that security assurances will be provided
to North Korea as agreed in the summit. At the same time we
have reaffirmed that the international community will contin-

ue to fully implement relevant UN Security Council resolu-
tions,” Kono said. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe earlier
at his residence in Tokyo praised Pompeo. “I would like to
pay my tribute to the strong leadership you have demonstrat-
ed in negotiating with North Korea,” Abe told Pompeo. “This
really shows the unwavering bond of the Japan-US alliance.”

South Korea’s Kang said her country did not believe the
United States had softened its demands on Pyongyang, as

some US officials and analysts have suggested. “Secretary
Pompeo’s visit to Pyongyang this time has taken the first
steps,” she said. “We expect this to be followed up by further
constructive and productive negotiations.” Pompeo said on
Twitter after he met Kono he was in Tokyo to discuss the US
alliance with Japan and maintaining “maximum pressure” on
North Korea, an expression Trump’s administration had
backed away from after the Singapore summit. —Reuters

Japan, South Korea praise Pompeo efforts

N Korea slams ‘gangster-like’
US in denuclearization talks

HANOI: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, left, meets Vietnam’s Communist Party General Secretary
Nguyen Phu Trong at the Party’s head office in Hanoi. —AFP

Family of French 
police shooting 
victim plans to 
file a lawsuit
NANTES: A relative calm began to return
to the western French city of Nantes yes-
terday after days of rioting over a police
officer’s fatal shooting of a black man,
whose family plans to file a lawsuit over a
killing which has cast a fresh spotlight on
tensions in deprived urban areas. The offi-
cer who shot 22-year-old Aboubakar
Fofana, after pulling over his vehicle last
Tuesday, has been charged with
manslaughter after admitting he had falsely
claimed self-defense. 

But he has said he fired accidently while
reaching through the car window to try to
wrest control of the vehicle as Fofana tried
to flee, according to prosecutors, a version
of events dismissed by many residents.
“How can it be an accidental shooting
when you take out your gun and remove
the safety?” said Said, a manager of a
community association in Breil, the neigh-
borhood where the shooting took place
and which is home to a large public hous-
ing estate with a history of gang violence. 

“We are gathering witnesses and
nobody has seen any scuffle. The officer

was standing, hands outstretched and he
fired,” according to Said, who declined to
give his last name. Loic Bourgeois, a
lawyer for Fofana’s mother and sister, told
AFP on Saturday that they would file a
civil lawsuit against the officer today. For
now, “they want to be left alone to deal
with this tragedy,” he said.

‘Anger far from over’   
News of the killing sparked fierce riots

in several areas of Nantes starting
overnight Tuesday to Wednesday, with
dozens of cars torched and several build-
ings vandalized while police tried to dis-
perse crowds with tear gas. The nightly
violence began to ease Friday after the
officer was charged, while police said 18
vehicles were burned and no arrests were
made yesterday. Like other cities across
France, Nantes has several poor neigh-
borhoods with large immigrant communi-
ties where youths often accuse police of
heavy-handed tactics and racial profiling.
Prime Minister Edouard Philippe has
promised “the fullest transparency” in
investigating the circumstances of
Fofana’s death, amid concerns the unrest
could spread.

A protest march has been scheduled in
Paris yesterday afternoon. “The anger is
far from over and it won’t end as long as
there is no justice,” a 36-year-old named
Chris, who described himself as a social
mediator in Breil said. “We are going to
keep trying to convince those who are

reluctant to testify to do so,” he said.
Anger had already bubbled over last year
when a young black man in another Paris
suburb suffered severe anal injuries caused
by a truncheon during his arrest. And in
2005 riots erupted across the country
after the deaths of two black teenagers
who were electrocuted in a Paris suburb
while hiding from the police. 

The simmering tensions mean security
forces themselves are often targeted.

Prosecutors said Saturday police had
detained a second suspect sought in the
brutal beating of two off-duty officers, a
husband and wife, who were attacked in
front of their three-year-old daughter in a
northeastern suburb of Paris on
Wednesday. A police source said the
attackers recognized the policewoman
because she had recently stopped them for
an ID check in the high-crime suburb of
Aulnay-sous-Bois. —AFP

NANTES: Firefighters work to put out a fire from a burning car in the “Le Breil” neighbor-
hood of Nantes. —AFP

US, Afghan forces 
clear Islamic State 
from east district
DEH BALA: US and Afghan Special
Forces are completing an operation to
clear Islamic State fighters from a
remote district in Nangarhar, the east-
ern province where they have their main
stronghold in Afghanistan, officials said
on Saturday. The operation in Deh Bala,
on the border with Pakistan, began at
the end of April and was largely com-
plete in early June but final mine clear-
ance operations are still under way, said
Lt Col Josh Thiel, from the US First
Special Forces Group. “This was one of
the main green zones that did two
things.  One, it provided money, finance,
logistics to ISIS (Islamic State) and
we’ve taken that away from them,” he
said.  “Additionally, ISIS was using this
as a site to prepare and move high-pro-
file attacks on Kabul and Jalalabad.”

The operation, involving three com-
panies of Afghan commandos support-
ed by US air strikes and American
Special Forces teams, began with
troops arriving by helicopter and set-
ting up an operations base near the vil-
lage of Gargari, where the Islamic State
fighters were trying to establish a local
capital. Several days of heavy fighting
ended in early June with 167 Islamic
State fighters killed and large quantities
of equipment captured.

The fight against Islamic State and
other militant groups including Al-

Qaeda is at the heart of the US coun-
terterrorism mission being conducted
alongside the NATO-led Resolute
Support operation that trains and
advises Afghan security forces.
Intended to prevent Afghanistan being
used as a base for future attacks against
the United States, it is in large part
fought against irregular forces in
remote valleys on the far eastern edge
of the country, an area crisscrossed by
smuggling routes into the tribal areas of
Pakistan.

Militants loyal to Islamic State
Khorasan Province (ISKP), the move-
ment’s local affiliate, first started appear-
ing in Nangarhar around four years ago.
Since then, the movement has gained a
reputation for brutality extreme even by
the standards of the Afghan conflict, mak-
ing a trademark of executions by behead-
ing or explosion. The fighters in Deh Bala,
next to Achin district where the US mili-
tary dropped its largest non-nuclear
bomb last year, were funding themselves
by illegal logging and talc mining, as well
as exploiting local villagers.

However a clear link between fight-
ers in places like Gargari, a mudbrick
village down the road from Deh Bala’s
district capital, and the militants behind
a series of sophisticated suicide attacks
in Kabul or Jalalabad is elusive. “The
network is very fungible. . . ,” said
Brigadier General John Brennan,
Resolute Support commander in east-
ern Afghanistan. “I wouldn’t say the
actual suicide bombers came from Deh
Bala, but facilitation runs all along the
border and part of it used to come
through here.” —Reuters

Minister defends 
UK’s Brexit plan 
amid concerns
LONDON: A senior British minister yes-
terday defended the government’s plan to
adopt EU rules on goods after Brexit,
amid anger from MPs who want a cleaner
break and concerns it will still harm busi-
ness. Environment Secretary Michael
Gove, a leading Brexit supporter, admitted
the proposal thrashed out by cabinet min-
isters during a day-long meeting on
Friday was not perfect.

But he told the BBC: “I’m a realist”,
adding: “All of the important areas where an
independent country chooses to exercise
sovereignty, Britain will be able to do so.”
He stressed that Britain was leaving the
European Union as planned in March,
adding: “You shouldn’t make the perfect the
enemy of the good.”Prime Minister Theresa
May said that after agreeing a common
approach, she now expected years of minis-
terial in-fighting on Brexit to end.  But yes-
terday’s newspapers were full of reports of
rebellion within her Conservative party.  

“There is a lot of unhappiness,”
eurosceptic MP Bill Cash told Sky News
television, questioning if the proposal
would lead to a “proper Brexit”.  On the
other side of the debate, more than 100
British entrepreneurs and business leaders
said the plan was not enough to avoid dis-
ruption, and urged Britain to stay in the
EU’s customs union. Dutch electronics
giant Philips also warned that any changes

to current free trade agreements posed a
“serious threat” to the competitiveness of
its British operations.

Johnson’s criticism 
May’s plan would create a free trade

area with the EU for goods, to protect sup-
ply chains in areas such as manufacturing,
while maintaining flexibility for Britain’s
dominant service sector. It is unclear
whether Brussels will accept this, after
repeatedly warning Britain it cannot “cher-
ry-pick” bits of its single market. Foreign
Secretary Boris Johnson, a leading Brexit
supporter, was widely reported to have
described the plan as a “turd” before agree-
ing to support it.  Former Conservative
leader Iain Duncan Smith said it appeared
to run contrary to promises to leave the
EU’s single market and customs union.”If
the public perceive that not to be delivered
then the government, I’m afraid, will suffer
the consequences at the next election,” he
told the Sunday Telegraph newspaper.

Business warnings
The opposition Labor party, by contrast,

said the plan was “unworkable” and urged
MPs to back Britain’s continued membership
of the customs union, which will be put to a
vote in the House of Commons on July 16. A
group of entrepreneurs, including the
founders of Innocent Drinks, food chain Pret
a Manger, bookshop Waterstones and fash-
ion retailer Net-A-Porter among others,
urged them on. “The cost, complexity and
bureaucracy created by crashing out of the
customs union and adopting alternative
arrangements is the last thing that our busi-
nesses need as we seek to grow,” they said in
an open letter reported in The Times. —AFP
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